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RECOMMENDATIONS. 



** It is impossible not to commend a book like this. It is a treasorj of spirit- 
ual riches. It contains, as we see in the Index, illastrations of more than two 
hundred important topics, by from one to forty-one striking analogies, each, 
borrowed from Nature, Art, History, Biography, Anecdote, and Simile, by Chris- 
tian authors of all countries and ages. It reminds one of David's tower, its in- 
terior glittering with the burnished arms of a thousand mighty men." — Rev, J, 
Newton Brown, D. 2>., Editor of the **JEneyelopedia of Religioue Knowledge** 

** It is really a storeliouse of Similes, Allegories, and Anecdotes'— altogether 
the best collection of the sort that has come under my notice. It is a book fall 
of wisdom and of the happiest illustrations of points of doctrine and morals, 
from which ministers might draw largely with advantage to their sermons, and 
which ought to be attractive to all classes of readers." — Rev, Joe, A, Seiee, D,D., 
Potior of St,John*e Lutheran Church, Philadelphia. 

« 
" The forthcoming volume, which I have examined with care, is indeed a 

storehouse of varied, apt, rich, suggestive and sound illustrations of religious 

truth." — i?ct>. J, Edwarde, D,D,, Paetor of the We^ Arch Street Preehyterian 

Church, Philadelphia, 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The Bible is a book of Xllustrations. In the Penta- 
teuch we have truth illustrated in the types and shad- 
ows of the Mosaic economy. In the Historical books 
we have truth illustrated in God's dealings with^ his 
chosen people as a nation. In the Psalms and the 
Prophets we have truth illustrated in all the affluent 
imagery of Oriental poetry. The Proverbs are full of 
sententious illustrations of truth, in the form of prac- 
tical principles admitting of universal application. In 
the Gospels we have truth illustrated by History, by 
Narrative, by Incident, and by Parable. And finally, 
in the Epistles we have truth presented in illustrations 
woven into convincing arguments, and drawn out in 
clear and irresistible logical sequences. 

The Royal Preacher tells us that he " sought to find 
out acceptable words" in plying his sacred vocation as 
the instructor of his people. As he strove to " teach 
the people knowledge," he "gave good heed, sought 
out^ and set in order many proverbs." In this respect 
the wise king of Israel became an illustrious example, 
1* (^) 



vi INTRODUCTION, 

worthy the imitation of every minister and teacher of 
the truths of the gospel. The one great business of 
the minister of Chrigt is to draw out and set before 
the minds of his hearers, in interesting and impressive 
forms, the truths of the Bible. When St. Paul would 
give, in a single sentence, his idea of the office and 
work of the minister of the gospel, he describes him 
as " holding forth the word of life." 

In order to be able to do this effectually, noth- 
ing is more important, more useful, and more abso- 
lutely necessary, than the employment of sober, judi- 
cious, and striking Illustrations. When a miner has a 
mass of hard rock which he wishes to break up and 
lay open, he will never succeed by merely scattering 
his powder on the surface, and there igniting it. No : 
but if he would lay open the solid mass before him, he 
must drill a passage to the heart of the rock, and de- 
posit his powder there; and then when the igniting 
spark is applied, the hidden agent puts forth its resist- 
less might, and in an instant the adamantine mass is 
splintered into fragments. And just what the drill is 
to the miner, a good illustration often is to the preacher, 
or teacher. It lodges the truth in the hearts of the hear- 
ers, and so aids it effectually in doing the work it "is in- 
tended to do. 

The volume here introduced to the American public 
contains a rich treasury of "Bible Illustrations." Many 
anecdotes used in the way of illustration in the pulpit, 
are objectionable, on the ground of being either trite 
and commonplace, or of wanting in the sobriety and 
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dignity which should ever be preserved in treating of 
sacred things. These objections do not apply to the 
illustrations furnished in the present volume. There 
is a chastened dignity about them that need not offend 
the most refined and cultivated taste. Being drawn 
from old writers, with whom the public generally are 
not familiar, they are unhackneyed, and to most audi- 
ences of the present day, will have an air of freshness 
and novelty that will make them interesting and at- 
tractive. They are taken, to a great extent, from his- 
tory, or from observation of natural objects ; and the 
use of them will be of service to those employing them, 
in aiding to form the habit of drawing illustrations 
from passing events, from surrounding circumstances, 
Or from the exhaustless magazine of Nature. And to 
ministers, parents, and teachers, and all who have to 
do with the instruction of the young, this is one of the 
most desirable and useful habits of mind to cultivate. 

A copious index connected with this volume greatly 
enhances its value. Without the necessity of reading 
it through, and burdening the memory with* its con- 
tents, its stores may be made available, and the light it 
furnishes be readily brought to bear on any point of 
truth under consideration. As a book of reference, it 
will be found of great service to Clergymen, to Sunday 
School and Bible Class teachers, and to all whose occu- 
pation calls themtotheimportantworkof bringingGod's 
truth to bear upon the minds of others. At the same 
time, the fragmentary and disconnected nature of its 
contents will make it a very profitable book with which 
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to occupy the leisure moments, the odds and ends of 
time, the filings of life's golden hours, which are too 
valuable to be wasted, and yet cannot be employed 
with profit on works of a more elaborate and connected 
character. 

May the Great Author of all truth smile graciously 
on this humble effort to aid in furnishing those who 
are seeking for it, additional material out of which to 
draw, ui great variety, a store of— "Bible Illustrations !" 

BiCHABB Newton. 

' Philapblphia, Aitguti^ 1862. 



PREFACE. 



^^ WtfEK the Parson preachetby" says George Herbert, 
in his ^IMest to the Temple/ ^^be procures attention 
by all possible art Sometimes he tells them stories, 
and sayings of others, according as his text invites him, 
for them also men heed and remember better than ex* 
hortations, which, though earnest, yet often die with 
the sermon." And again, — " The Parson is full of all 
knowledge. They say it is an ill mason that refuseth 
any stone, and there is no knowledge, but, in a skilful 
hand, serves either positively as it is, or else to illus- 
trate some other knowledge. .... because people, by 
what they understand, are best led to what tiiey under- 
stand not The truths thus forcibly expressed will be 
readily assented to by all who may ever have had 
occasion to address a promiscuous audience from the 
pulpit or the platform. At a time like tibe present, 
when literature, in all its dijBSBrent forms, whether of 
books, magazines, or newq^apers, is so widely circu- 
lated, the preacher, in the composition of his pulpit 
addresses,^ must often feel a difficulty to find an illus- 
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^ tratioQ suited to the point he is desirous to expound, 
which is not already known to most of his hearers. 
We need not wander far in search of examples of the 
power and necessity of illustration. The Fathers of 
the early church indulged freely in similies and illustra- 
tions ; and the "Puritan Divines," the republication of 
whose works is hailed as a new era in our Christian 
literature, enriched their discourses with illustrative 
anecdotes, drawn from history, biography, the book of 
nature, or some passing theme. But the example of 
Him who "spake as never man spake," outstrips all. 
The Evangelist, when speaking of the ministry of that 
Teacher of teachers, says, "without a parable spake He 
not unto them ;" and surely His ambassadors on earth 
are not the less called on to imitate His example in this, 
as in all other things. 

The illustrations in this volume are principally taken 
from a work published in 1668, "collected" (as is 
stated on the title,) " and observed from the writings 
and sayings of the learned in all ages to this present, 
by John Spencer, a Jover of learning and learned men." 
The prefece, which is written by Thomas Fuller, ia 
speaking of the author, says, he is " no scholar by pro- 
fession, but what he lacks in learning he hath supplied 
in industry." The result is a large folio volume, con- 
taining some thousands of illustrations, gleaned from a 
multitude of old authors, a list of whom is given, num- 
bering no fewer than seven hundred and twenty-four. 
In this list we find the names of Abbot and Ambrose, 
Thomas Aquinas, St. Augustine, and Bacon ; Baxter, 
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Brooks, Caryl, Chrysostom, and Erasmus; Fuller, 
Goodwin, Love, Manton, Sutton, Sibbes, and many 
othera whose works have long maintained a place in 
our old standard divinity. Many of these illustrations 
are drawn from heathen mythology, or the ancient 
pagan writers, and their value is well expressed by 
Mr. Patrick Simpson, the author of a history of the 
church, who said that, in studying them, his purpose 
was to " adorn the house of God with these Egyptian 
jewels." 

It is not intended that these Illustrations should be 
used in their ipmmna verbuy but that they should rather 
supply the idea to the preacher, who may clothe them 
in his own words, and adapt them to the point which 
he wishes to illustrate. At the end of most of them 
some appropriate moral or application is aflGixed, which 
will often in themselves suggest some new idea, or 
revive some forgotten truth. 



fiirU JllujSttatifliis. 



GOD TO BE CONSULTED IN ALL OVJi UNDEBTAKINGa 

IT is said of Scipio Africanus, that it was Ms custom 
before the break of day, to go into the capitol, in 
ceUam JoviSj and there to stay a great while, as if he 
were advising with his god, concerning the good of the 
conimonwealth. But the example of David may stand 
for all, who, in all his straits and in all his undertakings, 
.went to ask counsel of the Lord of heaven and earth. 
Thus it is, that the children of God are to consult with 
God, to overrule all their solemn actions, and to pre- 
face all great consultations for the common good, with 
some such religiouB acts as shall best conduce to the 
glory of God, making their Creator, who is the Alpha 
and Omega of all creatures, the banning and ending of 
all their actiona. 



Sm MORTIFIED. 

ris mentioned of a city, whidi was strongly besieged 
by a potent enemy, by holding long out, was brought 
to extreme want. No hope .of relief appeared. Famine 
and Sword, the two sad concomitants of war, attended, 
2 (1) 
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— the one without, affirighting, and the other within, 
dismaying the poor inhabitants, insomuch that they were 
at their wits' end, and thereupon held a serious consul- 
tation what was best to be done for their better safety. 
The result whereof was this, that there should be a 
considerable number of dead bodies, (of which they had 
great store lying starved in the streetis) clad In armour, 
and set on the walls in the still of the night, that so, in 
the morning, the enemies upon sight thereof, might be 
somewhat amazed, which fell out accordingly ; for it 
was thereby conceived that some fresh supplies had 
been brought in to their assistance, and thereupon the 
siege was raised and the city relieved. This distressed 
city, so strongly besieged, is the soul of man ; the potent 
enemy that lieth before it is the Devil, that great com- 
mander-in-chief over all such regiments as the world 
and the flesh can possibly raise for his service. And 
what course can the poor soul take in such a case? 
Surely no other but consultation first had with God by 
prayer, to set out its dead and mortified lusts and affec- 
tions ; and then, no ^doubt, the Devil, upon the sight 
thereof, will quit the place, and never for the time to 
come, adventure his whole strength to so little pur- 
pose. 



CHRISTIAN INFLUENCE. 

EVERT Christian is placed in a centre, of which the 
globe is the circumference, and each must fill that 
circumference, as every star forms a centre, and shines 
through the whole sphere, and yet all meet and mingle, 
forming one vast field of light ; or as in many well-tuned 
instruments, each moves every particle of the surround- 
ing air, and yet strikes every ear in one harmonious 
sound. — Jackson. 
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GOD ONLY TO BE SEEN IN CHRIST. 

A MAN cannot behold the sun in the eclipse, it so daz* 
zleth his eyes. What doth he then? He sets down 
a basin of water, and seeth the image of the sun sha- 
dowed in the water : So seeing we cannot behold the 
infinite God, nor comprehend him, we must then cast the 
eyes of our faith upon his image, Christ Jesus. When 
we look into a clear glass, it casteth no shadow to us; 
but put steel upon the back, then it casteth a reflex, and 
showeth the face in the glass : So when we cannot see 
God himself, we must put the Manhood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ (as it were a back to his Q-odhead)y and then we 
shall have a comfortable reflex to his glory. 



FAITH AND DEVOTION. 

IP faith be the main-spring, devotion winds up the ma- 
chinery, and keeps it in continual motion. It Is as 
impossible for the soul to remain strong in faith, and 
active in obedience, without continued communion with 
God, the fountain of all grace, as it is for a clock to per- 
form its revolutions, without being regularly wound up. 
— Jackson. 



GOD'S TIME THE BEST FOR DELIVERANCE FROM AFFLICTIONS. 

rB physician turns the hour-glass, and resolves the 
physic shall work so long ; the impatient patient de- 
sires ease, cries out he is tormented, and thinks every 
hour two, till he be refreshed ; but the other knows the 
fittest time, and will not till then afford any comfort at 
all. Thus the children of God cry out in the midst of 
their heavy pressures. How hng^ Lordy how long thall the 
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rod of the wicked Ue always upon the back of the righteous f 
But he hath turned the glass, he will not hearken to 
their cry ; they must stay their time, — he knows best 
when and how to deliver them, had they but so much 
&ith aQ to believe it, or patience to wait for it 



SPIRITUAL AND GAUNAL PRAYERS CONTRASTED. 

CHILDREN shoot arrows on purpose to lose them, and 
never so much as look where they light ; but men, 
when they shoot, aim at the mark, and go after the 
arrow, to see how near it falls : So, wicked carnal men, 
when they have said, not made, their prayers to Al- 
mighty God, it is but opus operatumy they have no more 
regard of them : But God's children, when they, upon 
the bended knees of their souls, dart out their prayers, 
when they pour out their requests unto him, they look 
after their prayers, eye them up into Heaven, observe 
how God entertains them, and wait for a happy return 
at his good will and pleasure. 



CHRIST FULLY REVEALED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

THE bunch of grapes that the spies of the children of 
Israel carried from the land of promise (says Lu- 
ther), was borne by two strong men upon a pole or 
staff; he that went before could not see the grapes, 
but he that was behind might both see and eat them. 
So the fathers, patriarchs, and prophets of the Old 
Testament, did not in the like manner see the bunch of 
grapes, that was the Son of God made man, as they that 
came behind, — the Evangelists, Apostles, Disciples, un- 
der the New Testament, — ^both saw and tasted it, after 
John had showed this grape, Behold the Lamb of God, 
that taketh away the sins of the world. 
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THE DANGER OF TRUSTING TO WORLDLY GREATNESS. 

AS a passenger in a storm that, for shelter against the 
weather steppeth out of the way, betaketh him to 
a fair spread oak, standeth under the boughs, \vith his 
back close to the body of it, and findeth good relief 
thereby for some space of time ; till at length a sudden 
gust of wind cometh, that teareth down a main branch 
of it, which falling upon the poor passenger, either 
maimeth or mischieveth him, that resorted to it for suc- 
cour. Thus falleth it out with not a few, meeting in the 
world with many troubles, and with manifold vexations, 
they step aside out of their own way, and too often 
out of God's, to get under the wing of some great (Jne, 
and gain, it may be, some aid and shelter thereby for a 
season ; but after a while, that great one himself coming 
down headlong, and felling from his former height of 
favour, or honour, they are also called in question, and 
so fall together with him, that might otherwise have 
stood long enough on their own legs, if they had not 
trusted to such an arm of flesh, such a broken staff, 
that deceived them. 



JUDGBIENT TO BE LEFT TO GOD. 

AS one that hath been either robbed himself, or that 
hath his friend murdered, if he have the party ap- 
prehended, and laid fast in prison, is not presently out 
of patience, because he seeth him not instantly executed, 
but is well content to wait the time of the Assizes, 
though it be half a year after, as long as he is sure that 
he shall then have justice against him. So ought wo 
not presently to fly out, because evil doers prosper, or 
grow impatient, if we see justice not done instantly, so 
soon as our hasty hearts shall require it, upon those we 
suppose have wronged us, but rest content to stay GK)d's 
2* 



6 BIBLE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

leisure, and to expect that day of his great adsize^ when 
we shall be sure to have justice done us, according to 
that which the equity of our cause^hall require, remem- 
bering that all wicked ones are in the meanwhile in this 
world, as in God's jail, under the chains of a guilty con- 
science, out of which there is no possible means of escape 
without judgment 

THE POWER OF GRACE ON THE HEART. 

IT is observed, that gold is both the fairest and the 
most solid of all metals, yet is the soonest melted 
with the fire ; others, as they are coarser, so more chur- 
lish, and hard to be wrought on by a dissolution. Thus 
a sound and a good heart is easily melted into fear and 
sorrow for sin, by the sense of God*s judgments, whereas 
the carnal mind is stubborn and remorseless. All metals 
are but earth, yet some are of a finer temper than others ; 
all hearts are flesh, yet some are through the power of 
grace more capable of spiritual apprehensions than 
others are. 



CHARITY TO THE POOR TO BE REAL, NOT VERBAL. 

WE read in our chronicles of King Oswald, that as he 
sat at table, when a fair silver dish, full of regal 
delicacies, was set before him, and he ready to fall to, 
hearing from his almoner, that there were great store of 
poor at his gate, piteously crying out for some relief, did 
not fill them with words, as, God help them, God relieve 
them, God comfort them, &c., but commanded his stew- 
ard presently to take the dish off the table, and distribute 
the meat, then beat the dish all in pieces, and cast it 
among them. This was true charity. Words, be they 
never so adorned, clothe not the naked; be they never 
80 delicate, feed not the hungry ; be *hey never so zeal- 
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ous, warm not him that is starved with cold ; be they 
never so^^oily, cure not the wounded; be they never 
so free, set not them free that are bound, visit not the 
sick or imprisoned* 



AFFLICTED BELIEVBBS SHOULD BB BB8IGNSD. 

HOW sick soever a man be with physic, he is not 
afraid of dying, because he considers the physician 
in wisdom gave him what now occasioneth his present 
sickness and distemper. TSo more should we be dis- 
mayed at the bitterness of our cup, if (with Christ) we 
did but take notice: It is the cup that our Heavenly 
Father hath mingled, and hath given us only for our 
correction, not confusion. 



TO BE CAREFUL OF OUR DUTY TO GOD AND MAN. 

AUGUSTUS the Emperor, hearing 'that a gentleman of 
Rome, notwithstanding a great burden of debt 
wherewith he was oppressed, slept quietly and took his 
ease, desired to buy the bed that he lodged on ; his ser- 
vants marvelling thereat, he gave them this answer: — 
That it seemed unto him to be some wonderful bed, and 
worth the buying, whereon a man could sleep that was 
so deeply engaged. Surely, if we did but consider with 
ourselves the duty and debt we owe to God, to man, to 
our country, to our family, to home-bom and strangers, 
and especially to the hou^hold of faith, it would njake 
us vow with ourselves never to suffer our eye-lids to 
slumber, nor tha temples of our heads to take any rest, 
until we have finished that charge whereunto we are 
appointed, and perfected the account wherewith we are 
entrusted. 
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THE BEIKG OF GOD PROVEI) BT HIS WORKS. 

WB will suppose that one who had never seen a 
watch, or anything of that sort, hath now this 
little engine first ofl:ered to his view; can we doubt but 
he would, upon the mere sight of its figure, structure, 
and the very curious workmanship which we will suppose 
appearing in it, presently acknowledge the artificer's 
hand. But if he were also made to understand the use 
and purpose for which it serves, and it were distinctly 
shewn him how each thing contributes, and all things 
in this little fabric concur to this purpose"^ — the exact 
measuring and dividing of time by minutes, hours, and 
months — he would certainly both confess and praise the 
great ingenuity of the first inventor. But now, if a by- 
stander, beholding him in this admiration, would under- 
take to shew a profounder reach and strain of wit, and 
should say, — Sir, you are mistaken concerning the com- 
position of this much-admired piece ; it was not designed 
by the hand or skill of any one, there were only an in- 
numerable company of little atoms, or very small bodies, 
much too small to be perceived by your sense, that were 
busily frisking and flying to and fro about the place of 
its nativity ; and by a strange ehanee (or a stranger fate, 
and the necessary laws of that motion which they were 
unavoidably put into, by a certain boisterous undesign- 
ing weaver), they fell together into this small bulk, so 
as to compose it into this shape and figure, and with this 
same number and order of parts which you now behold, 
one squadron of these busy particles (little thinking what 
they were about), agreeing to make up one wheel, and 
another some other, and so on in that proportion which 
you now see, — all conspiring to fall together each in its 
own place, as that the regular motion failed not to en- 
sure, which we now see is observed in it, — ^what man is 
there, either so wise or so foolish (for tt is hard to deter- 
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mine whether the excess or the defect should best qual- 
ify him to be of this faith) as to be capable of believing 
this piece of natural history? And if one should give 
this account of the production of such a trifle, would he 
not be thought in jest ? And should he persist in re- 
, peating the statement, would he not be thought, in good 
earnest, mad ? Let but any sober reason judge tiien, 
whether we have not unspeakably more manifest mad- 
ness to contend again^t, in such as suppose this world, 
and the bodies of living creatures, to have fallen into 
this frame and orderly disposition of parts wherein they 
are, without the direction of a wise and designing cause ? 
And if the concourse of atoms could make this world, 
why not (as TuUy says) a porch, or a temple, or a 
house, or a city, which were less operose and much 
more easy performances? — Ed. Ibving. 



TRUTH TO BE STRICTLY ADHERED TO. 

IN the body of man, one member will not lie to another 
— the hand will not lie in telling what it toucheth ; 
the tongue will not lie in telling what it tasteth; the eye 
will not lie in telling what it seeth ; but every member 
is a true witness to another, a true witness to his neigh- 
bour. And thus it should be in a body politic of govern- 
ment and society in the mystical body of the Church and 
Christianity, that seeing we are members one with an- 
other, every one should speak the truth to his neighbour ; 
and such should be the care of those especially as pro- 
fess Christianity, as to lose their breath, rather than use 
their breath, in speaking any untruth to another. 



I 



GOD'S BLESSING MAEETH THE POOREST FARE RICH. 

T was a good saying of that poor woman in the Book 
of Martyrs, who, being threatened to have but a 
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little bread one day, and a little water on the next, re* 
plied, **K you take away my meat, God, I hope, will 
take away my hunger." If God give but a little, he can 
make that little serve the turn, and then enough is as 
good as a feast. Well then, is thy provision small? thy 
appetite shall be less. Is there but a little meal in the 
barrel — a little oil in the cruise ? God will make it hold 
out Isthatlittlecoarse, and none of the finest? Brown 
bread and the Gospel is good cheer; and, indeed, brown 
bread and the blessing of God is a rich banquet. It 
is not the greatness and the daintiness of the fare, nor 
the clothing of soft raiment, but God's blessing that 
doth nourish and strengthen the body of man. God 
makes bread to be a staff and a stay to satiate the 
righteous man, when the wicked may have the staff 
broken to them, but the stay taken away; they eat, and 
are not satisfied; they drink, but their thirst is nothing 
at all quenched. 

GRATITUDE TO GOD. 

GO, visit a desolate widow with consolation, and help, 
and fatherhood of her orphan children — do it again 
and again, and your presence, the sound of your ap- 
proaching footstep, the soft utterance of your voice, the 
very mention of your name, will come to dilate her heart 
with a fulness which defies her tongue to utter, but 
speaks by the tokens of a swimming eye, and clasped 
hands, and fervent ejaculations to heaven upon your 
head; no less copious acknowledgment to God, the au- 
thor of our well-being, and the lather of our better hopes, 
ought we to feel when his Word discloseth to us the 
excesses of his love. With no less emotion, therefore, 
should the Bible be opened, than if, like him in the Apo- 
calypse, you saw the voice which spake; or, like him in 
the trance, you were into the third heavens translated, 
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companying and communing with the realities of glory, 
which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart 
of man conceived. — Ed. Irving. 



THE DECEITFULNESS OF RICHES. 

HB that sees a flock of birds sitting on his ground 
cannot make himself any assurance that, therefore, 
they are his own, and that he may take them at his 
pleasure. Thus he that hath riches, and thinks himself 
fully possessed of them, may be deceived, and soon de- 
prived of them ; a small spark of fire may set them fly- 
ing, a thief may steal them, an unfaithful servant may 
embezzle them, a soldier, a wreck at sea, a bad debtor 
at land; there's a hundred ways to set them 'packing; 
they have wings, and hop from branch to branch, from 
one man to another; seldom to him that is the true 
owner of them. 



OLORT IS TO BE GIVEN TO GOD ONLT. 

THAT workman should do ill, who having built a 
house with another man's purse, should go about 
to set up his own arms upon the front thereof. In 
Justinian's law it was decreed, That no workman should 
set up his name within the body of that building which 
he made out of another man'acost. Thus Christ sets us 
all at work ; it is he that bids us to fast, and pray, and 
hear, and give alms, &c. But who is at the cost of all 
this? whose are all these good works? Surely God's. 
Man's poverty is so great that he cannot reach a goocL 
thought, much less a good deed. All the materials are 
from God; the building is His; it is His purse that paid 
for it : give but, therefore, the glory and the honour 
thereof unto God, and take all the profit 1x) thyself. 
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CENSURER8 CONDEMNED. 

HENRY Vn., in derision of star-gazers, asked one 
(who had before prophesied of his death) this 
question, " What shall betide me this Christmas ?" The 
cunning man, forsooth, answered, he could not tell. 
" What then, I pray thee," quoth the king, << shall be- 
come of thee?'* To this he answered, likewise, that he 
knew not. "Well then," said the king, "I am, then, 
more learned in thy science than Ihyself ; for I know 
that thou shalt be committed to prison, and th«re lie all 
this Christmas, for a juggling companion." What this 
silly man eould not tell by the influence of the stars, as 
concerning the bodies of men, there is an hypocritical 
generation of censurers of others, but justiciaries to 
themselves, that can tell what will become of the souls 
of themselves and others : This man is a poor carnal 
man, that man is a precious saint ; one man is damned 
already, another man is in heaven ; as for themselves, 
they know their place in heaven as perfectly as their 
pew in the church, which they have a key to. But the 
blessed Spirit of God hath long since branded this 
wicked censorious generation, and checks them plainly, 
"Who art thou that judgest another man's servant, to 
his own master he standeth or falleth." And so shalt 
thou. 



GOD'S WORKING BEYOND MAN'S COMPREHENSION. 

LET men endeavour to reckon up the number of 
mouths which God sustains in the various animal 
tribes; or the number of organs which go, by their 
healthy operation, to continue the well-being of each — 
the fibrous sinews, the cellular folds, the pipes and 
channels through which life's fluids are difl\ised ; let 
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them reckon up the number of seeds which he generates 
every year for their Bustenance ; or the many-webbed 
structure of one single plant; let them tell the number 
of imaginations which the indwelling soul can conceive, 
the rate at which they speed through the provinces of 
time and space, — the number of past impressions which 
he treasured in the mind, and the number of hopes an4 
wishes which it sendeth scouting into the portentous 
future. Let them fathom the depths of space, and cir- 
cumnavigate the outward bound of creation, and bring 
home the number of the stars through all the glorious 
galaxies of heaven, and sum the number of living things 
— ^vegetable, animal, and rational — which are found un- 
der the dominion of God, and they shall find how utterly 
unequal is the task, when the powers and faculties of 
man would cope with any one of the works of Almighty 
God. — Ed. Irving. 



60D BRINGS GOOD OUT OF EVIL FOR HIS PEOPLE'S GOOD. 

ROBERT HoLGATB, who was Sometime Archbishop, of 
Canterbury, because he could not peaceably en- 
joy his small living in Lincolnshire, in regard of the 
litigiousness of a neighbouring knight, came to London 
to right himself, and became a favourite of King Henry 
Vin., and so got by degrees the Archbishopric of York ; 
he thought he got well by the quarrelling of this wrang- 
ling knight So let every man say erf that strife and 
contention, liiat disorder and confusion, that it ii a 
happy contention, a happy disorder, when the strifes of 
men shall put him upon those providences and duties 
which shall be so blessed unto him, as to forward his 
getting into the favour of the most High God, and the 
enjoyment of peace, and to the admiring of his free 
grace, who hath brought hiQi into so great a good from 
so great an evil. 
8 
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THE WORLD COMPARED TO A FISHERBfAN'S NET. 

n^HB world is not unfitly compared to a fishing-net, and 
i the end of the world to the drawing up of the nets. 
While the nets are down there is nothing said to be 
caught, for the nets may break and the fish escape. 
But at the end of the world, when the nets are"drawn 
up, it will then evidently appear what every man hath 
caught ; and then those that have fished for riches, or 
gain, sovereignty, and power over iheir brethren, for 
the honours and preferments of this world, may say, 
with Peter, "Master, we have toiled all the night, 
and have taken nothing." They dreamt of riches, 
and honours, and powers; but, being now awake, 
they find nothing in their hands at all. But those 
that have here fished for godliness, for peace, and for 
the honour of God, may say. Lord, at thy word we 
have let down our nets and have caught, yea, we 
havjB caught abundantly; we have fished for godli- 
ness, and have gotten life eternal ; for grace, and we 
have gotten glory; for goodness, and we have gotten 
God himself, who is the fountain of all goodness and 
glory. 



GOVERNMENT OP THE TONGUE REQUIRED. 

SOCRATES, the ecclesiastical historiographer, reports a 
story of one Pambo, a plain ignorant man, who 
came to a learned man, and desired him to teach him 
some psalm or other. He began to read unto him the 
Thirty-nipih Psalm, "I said, I will take heed to my 
ways, that I sin not with my tongue." Having passed 
this first verse, Pambo shut the book, and took his 
leave, saying. That he would go learn that point first. 
When he had absented himself for the space of some 
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months, he was demanded by his reader, when he would 
go forward ? He answered, that he had not yet learned 
his old lesson ; and he gave the very same answer to on^ 
that asked the like question, forty-nine years after. Such 
1^ hard thing it is to rule this unruly member of the 
. tongue, that it must be kept in with a bit and a bridle, 
bolts and bars. 



THE SILENT CHRISTIAN IS THE SOUND CHRISTIAN. 

WHAT a noise do the poor people make in the streets 
of London, when they cry their commodities! 
Each telleth what he hath, and would have all hearers 
take notice of it; and yet it is but poor stuff they make 
such an outcry about. You cannot hear of any rich 
penny-fathers talk of the money-bags that they have in 
their chests, or what treasures of rich wares the mer* 
chant hath in his warehouse; not a word of that 
Every man rather desires to hide his wealth, and, 
when he is urged, is ready to dissemble his ability. 
No otherwise is if in the true spiritual riches; he 
that is full of true saving grace and good works, af- 
fects not to make shew of it to the world, but rests 
sweetly in the comforts of a good conscience and the 
silent applause of God's Spirit witnessing with his own. 
Whilst, on the contrary, a venditation of our own worth, 
or parts, or merits, argues a miserable indigence in 
them alL 



GOD THE ONLY OBJECT OP THE CHRISTIAN'S DELIGHT. 

HE that truly loveth his friend, transporteth himself 
often to the place where he was wont to see him ; 
he delighteth in reading his letters, and in handling the 
pledges and monuments that he hath left behind him. 
How grateful is the sight of anything that presents 
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unto him the memorial of his absent friend ! And thus 
the child of God, to testify his love to him, transport- 
eth himself often to the place where he may find God 
in his sanctaaiy, among his saints. He delights in 
reading his letters, the Scriptures ; he delights in eat- 
ing those holy monuments and pledges, the Sacraments, 
which he hatii left behind him, as tokens of his good- 
will, until he come again. 



THE BIBLE MUST BE STUDIED TO OBTAIN A KNOWLEDGE OP 
CHRISTIANITY. 

WOULD mathematical science thrive if Euclid and 
the Principia were to cease from the studies of our 
youth ? Would the public watchftilness of the people 
over their rulws thrive, if they were to refrain from 
perusing the daily intelligence, and conversing of public 
afeirs ? Will religion thrive if the Word of God be not 
studied, and its topics conferred on? I^ at that season 
when our youth of first family and ambition are preparing 
their minds for guiding affairs, by courses of early dis- 
cipline in public schools, and those of second rank are 
entered to the various professions of life ; if, then, no 
pains be taken to draw their attention to the sacred 
writings, and impress principles of piety and virtue 
upon their minds, how can it be expected that religion 
should ever have a chance ? Why, when the future law- 
yer is studying Blackstone orLyttleton; the future phy- 
sician, Hippocrates and Sydenham ; the future econo- 
mist. Smith and Malthus; the future statesman, Locke 
and Sydney; each that he may prepare for filling a 
reputable station in the present world — why is not the 
future Immortal at the same time studying the two 
Testaments of God, in order to prepare for the world 
to come, in which every one of us hath a more valuable 
stake ? — Ed. Irving. 
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PRATER TO BB MADB WITHOUT CEASING. 

THOUGH, in the old law, the priest did not continually 
offer sacrifices unto the Lord, yet fire was contin- 
ually burning upon the altar, and never went out. So, 
though we do not continually offer to God the calves 
of our lips, yet the fire of devotion and spiritual fer- 
vency must continually be burning in our hearts, and 
never go out. And this is the true meaning of the apos- 
tle's exhortation, "Pray continually;" not pray contin- 
ually wath the tongue, as though that should never lie 
still; but pray continually, meaning with that part 
which doth indeed never lie still, except we be still, 
and that is the heart. 



SAINTS SHOULD GItOW IN GRACE. 

LET ilie lily be exposed to the scorching sun, and de- 
prived of the refreshing dew, and its leaves will 
droop and die. Just so the Christian : let him be ex- 
posed to the scorching heat of indwelling corruption, 
the world's cares, and Satau's wiles, without the dew 
of God's grace, he will not advance in holiness of heart 
and life. But when that descends, his leaves stand 
erect, and, like the lily, his growth is rapid. Integrity 
strengthens, benevolence expands, holiness opens in 
all its lily-like loveliness, and in due time the plant is 
removed to the paradise of God, there to bloom in un- 
fading beauty. — Jackson. 



TRUE REPENTANCE DESCRIBED. 

SIN is an aversion from God, and conversion to the 
world ; repentance, therefore, must shake off the 
world, and embrace God. Kazian'sene sets it forth in a 
3* 
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very fit resemblance, comparing the soul to a pair of 
writing tables, out of which must be washed whatso- 
ever was written with sin, and instead thereof must be 
entered the writing of grace ; both these are necessary 
in true repentance. God hath dedicated both parts in 
His own repentance ; for, as when He repented of the 
evil intended against us, He doth not only give over to 
hate us, but also He doth embrace us with love. Even 
so, when we repent of our sins against God, we must 
not only cease to hate Him, but begin to love Him also. 

GOD'S PROMISES SHOULD LEAD TO CONTENTMENT. 

ONE observes concerning manna, when the people 
were contented with the allowance that God gave 
them, then it was very good ; but when they would 
not be content with God's allowance, but would be 
gathering more, then, says the text, There were worms 
in it. So, when we are content with our conditions, 
and that which God disposeth of us to be in, there *s a 
olessing in it ; but if we must needs be reaching out 
for more than God hath allotted, or to keep it longer 
than God would have us, then there will be worms in 
it, a canker to eat it, a moth to fret it, nothing at all 
that is good. 

THE PROVIDENCE OP GOD IN THE PRESERVATION OP HIS 

SAINTS. 

PossiDONius, in the Life of Augustine, tells us, that 
the good father, going to teach the people of a 
certain town, took a guide with him to shew him the 
way. The guide mistook the usual road, and ignorantly 
fell into a by-path, by which means he escaped ruin by 
the hands of the bloody Donatist, who, knowing his in- 
tention, waylaid hii?i to kill him in the road. — ^Ambrose. 
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DEATH STRIPS US OF ALL EAKTHLY POSSESSIONS. 

SALADiN, a Turkish emperor, he that first of that na- 
tion conquered Jerusalem, lying at the point of 
death, after many glorious victories,' commanded that a 
white Edieet should be borne before him to his grave, 
upon the point of a spear, with this proclamation, — 
^' These are the rich spoils which Saladin carrieth away 
with him ; of all his triumphs and victories, of all the 
riches and realms that he had, now nothing at all is left 
but this sheetk" Why, then, should we desire so much 
after other men's goods, and seek to get them by hook 
and by crook? Why should we devour houses — even 
widow's houses ? Why should we encroach upon other 
men's fields, and seek unlawfully to join land to land — 
calling the lands after our own names — entailing them 
upon our children's childrefi, to make (as the lawyers 
speak) a perpetuity ? when at last, if we could conquer 
never so much, rake and scrape up all that we can reach, 
we must come to the pit with Saladin, and carry nothing 
away with us but a shrouding mantle. 



PEACE OP CONSCIENCE. 

WHEN the Romans, by conquest, might have given 
law to the Grecians at Corinth, in the solemn 
time of the Isthmian games, their general, by a herald, 
unexpectedly proclaimed freedom to all the cities of 
Greece; the proclamation at first did so amaze the Gre- 
cians, that they did not believe it to be true._ But when 
it was proclaimed the second time, they gave such a 
shout that the very birds flying in the air were aston- 
ished therewith, and fell dead to the ground. But if 
you will have a better story, take .that of the Jews, who 
when at first they heard of Cyrus' proclamation, and 
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that the Lord thereby had turned the captivity of Sion, 
they confess that, at the first hearing of it, they were 
like men that dreamed; but afterwards their mouths 
were filled with laughter and their tongues with singing. 
Now, the peace that the Grecians and the Jews had 
was but the peace of a people or a nation, and a great 
blessing of Gk>d too. But how much more reason is 
there that our affections should be strained to the high- 
est pitch of joy and thanks, when we hear of the pro- 
clamation of the peace of conscience ; that peace which 
is not of our bodies but of our souls — not of our earthly 
but of our heavenly estate 1 a peace that shall be begun 
here — ^that shall endure for ever hereafter; such a peace 
as will make God at peace with us, reconcile us to our- 
selves, and make us at concord with all the world. 



BEPSNTANCE NOT TO BE DEFEBRED. 

THE chariot wheels, when they run, the second runs 
near the first all the day long, but never overtakes 
it ; in a clock the second minute follows the first, but 
never reacheth it. So it is with all procrastinators in 
religion, such as defer the time of repentance, as the 
doing of it now and now ; and to-morrow and to-morrow. 
Now these little distances deceive us, and delude us ; 
we think to do it in a short time, and, by reason of th^ 
nearness and vicinity of the time, we think we shall do 
it easily — ^that we can take hold of that time. But it is 
not so ; we are served juat as grasshoppers and butter- 
flies deceive children, when they think to lay their 
hand upon them they hop a little ftirther, and a little 
further, that at last tiiey take them not at all. And 
thus do we cozen ourselves, we lose our life ; we lose 
our opportunity of grace, thinking that we may take it 
when we please 
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PRIDE, THE COMPLEMENT OF ALL SINS. 

A 8 tnou desirest the love o^ Gk>d and man, beware of 
pride : it^s a tumour in thy mind that breaks and 
poisons all thy actions ; it is a worm in thy treasure, 
which eats and ruins thy estate; it loves no man, is be- 
loved of no man; it disparages virtue in another by de* 
traction ; it disrewards goodness in itself by vain-glory: 
the friend of the flatterer, the mother of envy, the nurse 
of fury, the band of luxury, the sin of devils, and the 
devil in mankind ; it hates superiors, it scorns inferiors, 
it owns no equals : in short, till thou hate it, God hates 
thee. — QuAELSB. 

PROFESSION WITHOUT PRACTICE NOT ACCEPTABLE. 

PHARNACES Sent a crown to C»sar, at the same time 
he rebelled against him ; but Caesar returned the 
crown, and this message, back, " Let him return to his 
obedience first, and then I will accept the crown by 
way of recognizance." Thus God will not be crowned 
with our bare profession, except we crown that with a 
suitable conversation*. 

THE ADVANTAGE OF GIVINO OURSELVES TO GOD. 

AESCHiNES perceiving every one give Socrates some- 
thing for a present, said unto him, "Because I 
have nothing else to give, I will give thee^ myself" 
"Do so," said Socrates, "and I will give thee back 
again to thyself, better than when I received thee." So, 
says God, if thou wilt give thyself to me in thy prayers, 
in thy praises, in thy affections, and in all thy actions, 
I will give thyself back so much mended, that thou shalt 
receive thyself, and Me too; thyself in a holy liberty, to 
walk in the world in a calling, — Myself, in giving a 
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blessing upon all the works of thy calling, and imprint- 
ing in thee a holy desire to do all things to My glory. 



MIRACLES, WHY CEASED. 

AGABDiNBE) when he transplanteth a tree oat of one 
ground into anotiiery before the tree takes root he 
sets stays to it and poureth water at tiie root of it daily ; 
but when it once taketh root, he ceaseth to water it any 
more, and pulleth away the stays that he set to uphold 
it, and sufiereth it to grow with the ordinary influence 
of the heavens. So the Lord, in planting of religion, he 
put to the help of miracles, as helps to stay it ; but 
when it was once confirmed and fastened, and had 
taken deep root, he took away such helps, so that, as 
St. Augustine hath it, " He that looketh for a miracle is 
a miracle himself; for, if the death of Christ work not 
feith, all the miracles in the world will not do it." 



G0D»S PROVIDENCE IS ALL-PERVADING. 

SUPPOSE you were in a smith's shop, and there should 
see several sorts of tools, some crooked, some 
bowed, others hooked, would you condemn all these 
things for nought, because they do not look handsome? 
The smith makes use of them all for the doing of his 
work. Thus it is with the Providences of God, — they 
seem to us to be very crooked and strange, yet they all 
carry on God's work. 

WE SHOULD LISTEN WITH ATTENTION TO GOD'S WORD. 

MANY men take no pleasure in flowers, or care any 
further for them than to look upon them, smell 
them, and have them in their hands; but the bees 
draw from them both honey and war, and the skilful 
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apothecary maketh many medicineB of them, against 
divers and sundry diseases. Thus, many hear sermons 
only for their pleasure, for the elegance of the style, 
delicacy of the words, smoothness of the language, and 
gracefulness of the delivery; but this is but to make a 
nosegay to smell for a while, and cast it anon after into 
a corner; to hear the word gladly, but in time of temp- 
tation to fall away. 

eOD ALL IN ALL. 

KINO PoRUS, when Alexander asked him, being then 
his prisoner, how he would be used, answered in 
one word, BtmUkeioSy that is, "Like a king." Alexander 
again replying, "Do you desire nothing else V* "No," 
said he, " all things are in this one word, * Like a king.' " 
Whereupon Alexander restored him again. But this has 
not always been the happiness of kings and princes. Yet, 
however, he that hath God hath all things, because God 
is all things. Take a pen, and write down riches, hon- 
ours, preferments, they are but as so many ciphers — 
they signify nothing ; but write down God alone, and 
he will raise them to thousands — hundreds of thousands. 
And then it is that a Christian is truly happy, when he 
can find himself, and all things, in his God. 



FALSB DOCTBINS 18 TREASON AeAINST OOD. 

AS he is a traitor to his prince who taketh upon him 
to coin money out of a base metal, yea, although 
in tiie stamp he putteth for a show the image of the 
prince: So he that shall teach any doctrine that cometh 
not from God, whatsoever he say for it, or what gloss 
soever he set on it, is a traitor unto God, yea, in truth 
a cursed traitor, though he were an angel from heaven. 
Gal. i. 8. 
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THE TEuiiTi IN UNITT. 

rB light of the ran, the light of the moon, and the 
light of tiie air, in nature and subBtance are one 
and the same light, and yet they are three distinct 
lights : the light of the sun being of itself, and from 
none ; the light of the moon from the snn ; and the light 
of the air from them both. So the Divine Natnre is one, 
and the persons three ; subsisting, after a diverse manner, 
in one and the same Nature. 



SATAN'S CUNNINO. 

rB worid IS Satan's bait He seldom throws out a 
naked hook. Let murder, fitiud, lying, or idolatry, 
be i^esented in their undisguised turpitude, and few of 
good education and dorrect morals can be taken captive 
by him. But he conceals the hook in a goodly bai^ and 
like a skilftil angler. He knows how to use that part of 
the world which is best suited to our taste and most likely 
to decoy. For one he has a golden bait ; for another, 
pleasure; for a third, worldly consequence and honour. 
And his line is thrown out in everyplace, — ^in the place 
of business, in our £Etmilies, studies, and at our tables, 
and on our pillows. — Jaokbok. 

CHILDREN SHOULD BE TRAINED IN THE FEAR OF GOD. 

PABBNT8 9X% very anxious to get preferment for th^ 
childr^i, and to that end they give tb^n gentle 
breeding, which is well done of them ; but if they would 
indeed be good parents to their children, they should 
first endeavour to get rooms for them in the kingdom oi 
heaven. But how shall this preferment be Imd? God 
hath an upper and a lower house, — ^His church and tho 
kingdom of heaven. The church is His house of grace, 
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heaven is his house of glory. Now, if thou wouldst 
bring thy cbilcl to a place in the house of ^ory, then 
thou art, first of all, to get him a place in the house of 
grace ; bringing him up so in the fear oi God, that both 
in fife and conversation he. may shew himself to be a 
member of the church ; and then assure thyself that, i^ter 
this life, he shall be removed to the second house, which 
is the house of glory, and there for ever be a freeman 
in the kingdom of heaven. In thus doing, thou shalt 
not leave him an orphan when thou diest, for he shall 
.have God for his fiather, Christ for his brother, and the 
Holy Ghost for his comforter to all eternity. 



FOBOIVENBSS OF INJURIES, A GHARACTBRISTIC OF BEUEYERS. 

TAKE a piece of wax and put a seal to it, it leave& an 
impression or mark like itself in the wax, which 
when a man looks on, he doth certainly know that there 
hath been a seal, the print whereof is left behind. Even 
so it is in every one that hath a readiness to forgive 
others, by which a Christian may know easily that God 
liath sealed to him the forgiveness of his sins, in his 
^ery heart. Let men, therefore, but look into their 
hearts, whether they have tmy a^K^ction, any inclination 
to forgive others, for that is, as it were, the print in 
their hearts of God's meroy towards them, in forgiving 
of them. 



ZEAL m GOD'S ^ERVJCE MEETS WITH PERSECUTION. 

f \ OGS sel,elom bai& at a man that ambles a sioftV &^ 
\J pace, but if he once set spurs to his horse and 
fall a galloping, (though his errand be of importance,) 
then they bark and fly at him ; and thus they do at the 
moon, not so much because die shines, i&t that they 
i^ways see, but because by reason ctf the clouds htfrr^^eid 
4 
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under by the winds, she seems to run fiister than ordi* 
naiy. And thus if any man do but pluck up his spirits 
in GK>d's service. Mid run in the way of his command- 
ments, it is Jehu's furious march presently, and he shall 
meet with many a scoff by the way, that runneth with 
more speed than ordinary. 

miCHBS CANNOT SBCURB C0NTENTM8NT. 

A MAN diseased in body can have little joy of his 
wealth, be it ever so much. A golden crown can- 
not cure the headache, nor a velvet slipper give ease to 
the gout, nor a purple robe fray away a burning fever; 
a sick man is alike sick wherever you lay him, — on a 
bed of gold, or on a pad of straw ; with a silk quilt, or 
a sorry rag on him : so no more can riches, gold or sil- 
vei", land and livings, had a man ever so much, minister 
unto him much joy, yea, or any true or soynd joy at all, 
where the mind is distract and discontent. Without 
contentment, there is no joy of ought, there is no profit, 
no pleasure in anything. 

TRUTH TO BE STRICTLY ADHERED TO. 

GOD is the Author of truth, the devil the father of lies. 
If the telling of a truth shall endanger thy life, the 
Author of truth shall protect thee from the danger, or 
reward thee for thy damage. If the telling of a lie may 
secure thy life, the father of lies will beguile thee of thy 
gain, or traduce the security. Better by losing of a life 
to save it, than by saving of a life to lose it. However, 
better thou perish than the truth. — Quarles. 



s 



THE WICKED DEFY GOD IN COMMITTING SIN. 

Df IS an act of contumacy against God — a walking 
antipodes to heaven, — Iiev. xxvi. 27, "If ye will 
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walk contrary to me." A sinner tramples npon Qod's 
law, crosseth his will, doth all he can to affront, yea, to 
spite God. The Hebrew word for sin, pashangj signifies 
* rebellion ; ' tibere is the heart of a rebel in every sin, 
— Jer, xliv. 17, " We will certainly do whatsoever thing 
goeth forth out of our own mouth, to burn incense unto 
the queen of heaven." Sin strikes at the very Deity : 
Peccatum est Deiddiwrn; sin would not only unthrone 
God, but un-god Him. If the sinner could help it, God 
would no longer be God. — HowB. 

THE SECURITY OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE. 

THOUGH the world should rattle about his ears, a man 
may sit merry that sits at the feast of a good con- 
science ; nay, the child of God, by the virtue of this, in ^ 
the midst of the waves of affliction, is as secure as that 
child which, in a shipwreck, was upon a plank with his 
mother till she awaked him, then securely sleeping; and 
then with his pretty countenance, sweetly smiling, and, 
by and by, sportingly asking a stroke to beat the naughty 
waves ; and at last, when they continued boisterous for 
all that, sharply chiding them as if they had been his 
playfellows. ! the* innocency ; O ! the comfort of 
peace. O ! the tranquillity ; O ! the serenity of a spot- 
less mind. 'So Spanish sky so clear as a good conscience. 

WE ARE ALL BLIND TO OUR OWN FAULTS. 

IT is with the children of men as with the housewife, 
that, having diligently swept her house, and cast the 
dust out of doors, can see nothing amiss, not so much 
as a speck of dust in it ; whereas, if the sun do but a 
little shine in through some cranny in the wall, or some 
broken quarrel in the window, she may soon see the 
whole house awim and swarm with innumerable atoms 
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of dasty floating to and fro in the air, which, for dimness 
of light or sight before, she was not able to discern. 
Even so it is with many that are careful of their ways, 
so that little may be seen amiss that might require 
either reformation or amendment; yet when they shall 
come to look more attentively into Qod's law, a little 
beam of light, reflecting upon their souls from it, will 
discover unto them such an innumerable company, as 
well of corruptions in their hearts as of errors and over- 
sights in their lives, that it shall make them, as men 
amazed, cry out, Lord, what earthly man doth know 
the errors of his life ! 



CHILDREN SHOULD BE EARLT TRAINED TO GOD. * 

REASON would teach m, if revelation did not, that 
childhood was the most propitious period of life to 
instil those precepts — ingraft those truths — and form 
those habits which become the people of God, who are 
emphatically styled a holy and peculiar people. It is com- 
mon sense to put the seal to the wax while it is soft; to 
bud the tender twig with the fruit it should bear ; to go 
to the founttdn-head, and guide the current of the 
stream ; and to lay hold upon the young tendrils of the 
shooting vine, and to train them as we would have 
them to go. — Jackson. 



THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE SINS OF THE CHRISTIAN 
AND THE WICKED. 

RsosNERATS men sin, yet the peace is not broken be- 
twixt God and tiiem, because Iheir minds never 
yielded to sm. As it is betwixt princes, they are at 
peace ; though pirates of erther nation rob the other's 
subjects, yet it breaks not the peace — it being done 
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without the will of the king. So it is with sin in God's 
children, it breaks not the peace betwixt God and them, 
because it is but % rebel, and they agree not to it 
There is a difTerence betwixt entertaining of sins as 
thieves and robbers, and as gaests and Grangers; 
wicked men entertain sin as a gnett, the godly man as 
a robber ; the one invites it as a friend and acquaint- 
ance, the other throws it off as a rebellious traitor. 



BAD HABITS RENOUNCED. 

BE not too slow in the breaking of a sinful custom ; a 
quick courageous resolution is better than a gradual 
deliberation* In such a combat, he is the bravest sol- 
dier that lays about him without fear or wit : wit pi eads — 
fear disheartens. He that would kill Hydra had better 
strike off one neck than five heads ; fell the tree, and 
the branches are soon cut off. — Quarlbs. 



THE CHRISTIAN'S DESIRE. 

Do you ask me, where be my jewels ? My jewels 
are my husband and his triumphs, said Phocion's 
wife. Do you ask me, where, be my ornaments? My 
ornaments are my two sons, brought up in virtue and 
learning, said the mother of the Grachii. Do you ask 
me, where be my treasures? My treasures are my 
friends, said Constantius, the father of Constantine. 
But ask a child of God where be his jewels — his trea* 
sures — his ornaments — his comfort— his delight — and 
the joy (rf his soul ? he will answer, with that martyr, 
"None but Christ— none but 01 rist ; Christ is all in all 
unto me." 
4* 
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A PREACHER TO BE WELL FURNISHED WITH KNOWLEDGE. 

CALEB said to his men, "I will bestow ray daughter 
upon one of yon ; but he that will have her must 
first win Eiijath-Sepher (i. e. a city of books) ; he must 
quit himself like a man, he must fight valiantly." And 
certainly, he that will be one of Gk)d's priests, an am- 
bassador of Christ's, a true minister of the Word and 
Sacraments, must not be such a one that runs before he 
is sent; that hath a great deal of zeal, but no know- 
ledge at all to guide it But one that is called of God, 
that hath lain long before Kiij^th-Sepher, that hath 
stayed some time at the university, and cometh thence 
full fraught with good learning — such a one, and such 
a one only, is a fit match for Caleb's daughter — fit to 
be a dispenser of God's "Word and Sacraments. 



JUDGMENTS TO BE LEFT TO GOD. 

DERIDE not him whom the looser world calls Puritan, 
lest thou offend a little one ; if he be an hypocrite, 
God, that knows him, will reward him ; if zealous, that 
God that loves him will revenge him ; if he be good, 
he is good to God's glory ; if evil, let him be evil at 
his own charges. He that judges shall be judged. — 

QUARLES. 

ETERNAL LIFE PROGRESSIVE. 

LIFE to come, like wrath to come, will be an eternal 
progression. The life of God in the soul, by grace, 
insures to the soul life with God in glory, and life like 
God's. We have very faint conceptions of the full im- 
port of the word life. If the glonous light of tho suu-is 
but a shadow of God's glory, the life of man is but a 
shadow of the life of God. The life of a plant gives but 
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a faint perception of the life of an animal — and that of a 
brute but- a faint conception of the life of a man — and 
the life of a man as faint a conception of the life of God, 
and that life of God is the promise. What is that life ? 
We can only speak of it with stammering tongues. 
None of the similies applied to life here illustrates life 
there; not a bubble, but substantial reality ; not a drop, 
but an ocean always full ; not grass, but a tree growing 
in the midst of the Paradise of God ; not a vigour, but 
a sun lighted up as the fiountaiii of light It is not mere 
existence, but existence full of blessedness ; life without 
a pang ; life full of enjoyment ; an ocean of bliss, with- 
out a drop of bitterness ; and forever it will be — "life 
to come." — Jackson. 



WORLDLY THOUGHTS IN THE TIME OP PBAYER CONDEMNED. 

rERB is a story, how that one offered to give his 
horse to his fellow, upon condition that he would 
say the Lord*s Prayer> and think upon nothing but God. 
The proffer was accepted, and he b^an, — " Our Father 
which art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name." But I 
must have the bridle too, said he. No ; nor the horse 
either, said the other, for thou hast lost both already. 
And tiaus it is that too many men, in their private and 
public addresses to God by prayer, are, by the sugges- 
tions of Satan, walking with St. Hierom in the galleries 
of Rome, having thrir hearts roving aft^r the pleasures 
of sin, their thoughts taken up with the things of this 
world, and their whole man set upon vanity ; whereas 
they should rather mind that which they are about, keep 
close to God, and be so watchful over their souls, that 
their hearts and tongues may go comfortably together : 
for the outward work only is but like the loathsome 
smoke of Sodom, whereas the inward devotion of the 
heart is not unfitly compared to the pleasant perfume 
of the sweetest frankincense. 
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OUR WILL TO BE SUBJICT TO QOD'B WILL. 

IT is reported of a gentieman, traTeffing on a misty 
morning, tliat he asked a shepherd (sncli men being 
greatly sidned in the physiognomy of the heavens,) what 
weather it wonld be ? "It will be," said the shepherd, 
"what weather pleaseth me/* And being conrteously 
requested to express his meaning, " Sir,'* said he, " it 
shall be what weather pleaseth God, and what weather 
pleaseth God pleaseth me." Thns, a contented mind 
makefh men to have what they think fitting themselves, 
for moulding their will into God's will, they are snre to 
have their will. 



DEATH TO BE REQARDED AS AT HAND. 

niHB rich man in the Gospel was a bad accountant, 
X when he set down a false sum to his floul, sayings 
" Thou hast much goods laid up for many years," Luke 
xii. He sets down years for days, nay, years for hours, 
like the deceitful l^adesm^i that sets down pounds for 
shillings. Tlius many men, who would seem to be cun- 
ning in the practice of this fitculty, are out of their 
reckonings and much deceived, — ^they busy themselves 
in addition and multiplication, and dream of many years 
that they are to live ; whereas they should be carefol 
to practise subatraetion and diminutioti — to know that 
every day, nay, evety hour, every motnent ealletii off a 
part of tiieir lives. 

THE SIN AND DANGER OF LATE RSPENTANOE. 

IT is an exorbitant course while t^ ship is sound, the 
tackling sure, the pilot well, the sailors strong, the 
gale fiivourable, and the sea calm, to lie idle at Rhodes, 
carding, dicing, (Sj Inking, losing seasonable weather ; 
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and i^'hen the ship leaks, the pilot ie sick, the mariner 
faint, the storm boisterous, and the sea tumultuous, then 
to launch fortii, and hoist up sail for a voyage into far 
countries. And yet, such is even the skill of evening 
repenters, who, though in the morning of yooth, and 
soundness of health, and perfect use of reason, cannot 
resolve to weigh the anchor, and cut the cable that with- 
draws them from seeking Christ ; nevertheless, they feed 
themselves with a strong persuasicm, tiiat when their 
wits are distracted, their Bensee astonished, aH the 
powers of the mind and parts of the body distempered, 
then, forsooth, they think to leap into heaven with a 
" Lord have m«K5y upon me," in their mouths, to be- 
come saints at their death, however they have demeaned 
themselves like devils all tiieir life before. 



WE BHOULD ENDEAVOUR TO ENOW OUR SINS. 

SIN is a basilisk whose eyes are full of venom; if the 
eye of thy soul see her first, it reflects her own 
poison and kills her : if she see thy soul, unseen, or seen 
too late, with her poison she kills thee : since, therefore, 
thou canst not escape thy sin, let not thy «jn escape thy 
observation. — Quarles. 



BELIEVERS WILL KNOW EACH OTHER IN HEAVEN. 

MKs. WiLLET made a query unto her husband, Dr. 
Willet, then lying on his death-bed, touching the 
mutual knowledge that the saints in glory have one of 
another; which he resolved with the words of Luther 
(unto which Chemnrtius and many others do subscribe), 
That as Adam in the estate of innocency, when God 
first presented Eve unto him, whom he had nev^r seen 
before, iasked not whence she came, but said, This is 
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bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh. Even so the 
saints of Qod in heaven, beatifieally illuminated witli 
knowledge beyond Adam's in his first condition, shall 
know, not only those whom here they knew not, but 
even those whom before they never saw. 



CHRIST CUE SURETY. 

CHRIST hath made full satis&otion to Gk^c^s justice, so 
now it is bat dipping the pen in the billed of Christ 
and dashing out iniquity. Nay, Ohrist himself hath 
blotted out even this handwriting that was against us, 
and nailed it to his cross. Christ on the cross had a 
sponge given him dipped in vinegar, and, as St. Augus- 
tine says, a Christian's sins lie in the sponge. And 
hence there are such wooings and beseechings of souls 
to come in, and be subject to the sceptre of Christ; for 
God hath more satisfaction to his justice by every be- 
liever, than by the damned that lie in hell to all eternity, 
for they are never able to discharge the debt, but every 
believer by his surety hath paid the uttermost farthing. 

— CULVERWBLXi. 



THE INESTIMABLE VALUE OP THE SCRIPTURES. 

MEN talk much of the philosopher's stone, that it turns 
copper into gold ; of cornucopia, that it had all 
things necessary for food in it ; of panaces the herb, 
that it was good for all diseases ; of Yulcan's armour, 
that it was full proof against all thrusts and blows, kc. 
Well, that which they did attribute vainly to these 
things for bodily good, we may with full measure attri- 
bute justly to the scripture in a spiritual manner. It is 
not an herb but a tree, or rather a complete paradise of 
trees of life, which bring forth fruit every month, and 
the fruit thereof is for meat, and the leaves for medicine* 
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lu a word, it is a panacea of wholesome food against 
fenowed traditions ; a physician's shop of preservatives 
against poisoned heresies ; a pandect of profitable laws 
against rebelliotu spirits; a treasury of most co'stly 
jewels against beggarly radiments. 

PROFANE SWEARERS NOT TO BE TRUSTED. 

rugr not to tlie promise of a common swearer, for he 
that dare sin against his God for neither profit nor 
pleasure, will trespass against thee for his own advan- 
tage. He that dare break the precepts of his Father, 
will easily be persuaded to violate the promise unto his 
brother. — Quarles. 



BELIEVERS SHOULD LOVE THEIR ENEMIES. 

IT was wont to be said of Archbishop Oranmer, K you 
would be sure to have Cranmer do you a good turn, 
you must do him some ill one ; for, though he loved to 
do good to all, yet especially he would watch for oppor- 
tunity to do gpod to such as had wronged him, that 
there were but a few such leading men of such sweet 
spirits amongst us, how great a blessing of peace might 
we enjoy ! Did we but rejoice in any opportunity, in 
doing any office of love to those who differ from u^ yea 
to those who have wronged us, things would be in a 
better posture than they are. 

LOVE TO GOD PRODUCES LOVE TO OUR NEIGHBOUR. 

IP thou neglectest thy love to thy neighbour, in vain 
thou professest thy love to God ; for by thy love to 
God, the^ love to thy neighbour is begotten, and by the 
love to thy neighbour, thy love to God is nourished. — 

QUARLBS. 
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WOELDLT CARES MUST BE BANISHED tN RELIGIOUS EXER- 
CISES. 

IT Vfta 9uA of Sir William Cecil, sonedme Lord Trtt^ 
surer of England, tibat when h« went to bed, he 
would throw off his gown, and say, Lie there Lord 
Treasurer, as bidding adkBu to all state affistirs, that he 
might the more quietly repose himself: so when we go 
to any religiouft duty, whether hearing, or prayiBg, 
coming to the Lord's table, or in any other rdigioms 
addresses whatsoever, we should say, Lie by worid, lie 
by all secular cares^ all household affi^irs, all pleasHres, 
all traffic, all thoughts of gain. Lie by all, adieu alL 
We must now be as those that have nothing to do with 
the world for the time ; we must separate our hearts 
from all common uses, that our hearts may be wholly 
for our God. 

OUR NEED OF CONTINUAL SUPPLIES OF 0RACi. 

rE acts of breathing which I performed yesterday 
will not keep me alive to-day : I must continue to 
breathe afresh every moment, or animal life ceases. In 
like manner, yesterday's grace and spiritual strength 
must be renewed, and the Holy Spirit must continue to 
breathe on my soul, from moment to moment, in order 
to my enjoying the consolations, and to my working 
the works of God. — Topladt, 

BELIEVERS ARE BENEFITED BY AFFLICTION. 

THE bee is observed to suck honey from the thyme, a 
most hard and dry herb ; so the good and faithful- 
minded ma4 si^cketh knowledge and obedience from the 
bitter .potion of adversity and the cr<»s, and turneth all 
to the best. The soouriQg and rubbing which frets 
others, makes him shine the brighter ; the weight which 
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erasfaetk oitera^ makes him like Hie palm-tree, g^row 
the better; the hammer which knocks others all in 
pieces, mddces fai«i the broader and the larger : In mcude 
H moHeo M&UMtur^ they M*e made broader on the anvil, 
and with the hammer; although it be with the hammer, 
yet, d^tmttMT^ they are made to grow the wider. 



WOUTH OP THE SOUL. 

rB real valne of an object is that which one who 
knows its worth will give for it. He who made 
the son!, knew its worth, and gave his life for it. — 
Jackson. 



THE HOBBOBS OF A GUILTY GONSCISNCS. 

PHiLO JuDiFus telleth, that Placcns played all the parts 
of cruelty that he conld devise against the Jews, 
for their religion's sake ; but afterwards, when the doom 
of Caligula fell upon him, and he was banished to Andros, 
an island near Greece, he was so tormented with the 
memory of his bloddy iniquities, and a fear of suffering 
for them, that if he saw any man walking softly near to 
him, he would say to himself. This man is devising to 
work my destruction; if he saw any go hastily,- Surely 
it is not for nothing, he maketh speed to kill me. K any 
man spake him fair, he suspected that he would cozen 
him, and sought to entrap him ; if any talked roughly to 
him, then bethought Uiat he oontemned him. Thus his 
sin did lie upon him, and ever remember him, that some 
vengeance was to follow from Ood, or man, or both : and 
this is the case of all wilful, bloody, presumptuous sin- 
ners, that though there be some strugglings and wrest- 
lings to the contrary, yet their hearts and consciences 
are greater thwi themselves, and will put them in mind, 
that nottiiBg but destruction waiteth on them ; if they 
6 
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walkabroad, mmvs excilat omnii suipetuum, ihey ore afiraki 
of every leaf that wags; if they stay at home, nothing 
but horror attends them : in the daji^ they are strnck 
with variety of aad apprehensions; and in the night, liiey 
are tormented with fearful dreams, and strange appari- 
tions : saoh and so great is the hell of a gnilty conscience. 



GOD S CHILDB£N OBEY FROM LOVE. 

rE son of a poor man, that hath not a penny to give 
or leave him, yields his father obedience as cheer- 
fully as the son of a rich man that looks for a great in« 
heritance. It is indeed love to the father, not wages 
from the father, that is the ground of a good child's 
obedience. K there were no heaven, God's children 
would obey him ; and though there were no hell, yet 
would they do their duty; so powerfully doth the lov^ 
of the Father constrain thorn. 



GRACE AND NATURE. 

GRACE is the very opposite of [N'ature, and if we were 
to sum up the evidence of growth in grace, we 
should say that it is to grow less and less like ourselves. 
— Jackson. 



THE DIFFICULTY OF DISLODGING SIN FROM THE HEART. 

HE that driveth a nail into a post futeneth it at the 
first sti'oke that he maketh with his hammer; but 
more firmly at the second stroke ; but so fast at the third, 
that it can hardly be pulled out again; and the oftener 
that he knocketh it, the faster it stick^h, and is pulled 
out with the greater difficulty : so, in every one of our 
wicked actions which we do, sin is driven deep^ into 
our sonlsj^ as it were with the great hammer of God's 
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aager ; the uail is sin, inclination to sin fastens it, delight 
in sin enters it farther, custom drives it further, and 
habit sets it home to the head ; and there it sticketh so 
fast, that nothing in the world can be found out, but 
only the mercies of God in Christ Jesus, by which it 
may be healed and pulled out again. 



HEAVEN, THE BEST INHERITANCE. 

ALL the thoughts of worldly men are employed, all 
their care is taken up, all their time bestowed, all 
their means spent, in purchasing, or some way procuring 
unto themselves (as they call it,) a fortune, an estate of 
land of inheritance, or lease for term of years or life; all 
which are yet subject to a thousand calamities. Let us 
then rather look after heaven, and labour for the state 
of grace, which is past all hazard, being assured unto us 
by the handwriting of God, and the seal of his blessed 
Spirit ; an estate, not for a term of years, but for eternity ; 
an estate that is subject neither to the corruption of 
moths, nor bankrupt debtors, nor plundering thieves and 
robbers ; but such as cannot be spoiled by hostile inva- 
«ion. nor wrung from us by power, nor won by law, nor 
mortgaged by debt, nor impaired by public calamity, 
nor changed by kings and parliaments, nor violated by 
death itself. 

GOD'S INFINITE GOODNESS. 

THERE is not SO much sin in man as there is goodness 
in God. There is a vaster disproportion between 
sin and grace, t)ian between a spark and an ocean. 
Who would doubt whether a spark could be quenched 
in an ocean ? Thy thoughts of disobedience towards 
God have been within the compass of time, but his 
(S^oodnesa hath been bubblini^ up towards thee from all 
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eternity. He hath had fiweet plots of free grace, and 
gracious oontrivancee of love towards thee, from ever- 
lasting. — CuLVsawsLL. 



THE WICKED ARE DEAD IN SIN. 

rEE a dead man, and put fire to his flesh, pinch him 
with pincers, prick him with needles, he feels it 
not; scourge him, and he cries not; shout in his ear, he 
hears not ; threaten him, or speak him £iiir, he regards 
not, he answers not. This is the condition of one that 
is spiritually dead in sin : let the judgments of God, and 
terrors of the law, be laid home to his conscience; let 
the flames of hell-fire flash in his soul, he regards them 
not, he is sermon-proof and judgment-proof; he hears 
of judgments abroad, and sees judgments on others; 
nay, let judgments come home to his own doors, yet 
he thinks all is well ; like Solomon's fool, be outstands 
all reproof; let the minister hit him never so home. 
They have stricken me, says he, but I was not sick; 
they have beaten me, but they might as well have 
beaten the air. Buch, and so d^lorable is the «ad con- 
dition of every senseless sinner. 

THE DANGER OF PROSPERITY. 

WE read in Scripture of the manna that God gave 
to his people, — such was the nature of it that the 
heat of the sun melted it. You will say, how could it 
then endure the heat of the oven ? for they baked it in 
the oven ; yet so it was of a strange kind of nature, 
that it could bear the heat of the oven, and not the heat 
of the sun. Even of such kind of temper are our hearts, 
the heat of the sun of prosperity dissolves us, causes us 
to run one from another, to divide one from another; 
but the heat of the fieiy furnace of afflietion bakes usj 
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briagg-us^ maA settles us togelb^; it makss as to b« 
o&e, it takes awajr our rawness, it oonsunies many of 
our ill bumoUFS) mid iioeompoBCs ovr iqtiiits into one. 



FAITfi PB0DUCS8 HOPR 

rE heir must Wlieve his title to an estate in reversion 
before he can hope for it; faith believes its title to 
glory, and then hope Wfuts for it. Did not fidth feed the 
lamp of hope with oil, it would soon die. — Ambiiose. 



THE ASSUllANCE AND THE JOY OF SALVATION. 

IT is often day when the sun doth not shine, and 
though thick clouds breathed from the air, make a 
sad feoe of the sky, as if it were night, yet we cannot 
say, the sun is gone down. This is the condition of 
msmy men in a state of nature; in the state of salvation 
the sun is with them ; they are children of the day, yet 
have they no jey of their ^salvation, their sun doth not 
shine^ they have no clear day. Hence it is that assur- 
ance of salvation will not content the soul, except it 
may have the joy of salvation also. This was that 
which made David cry out, "Restore unto me the joy 
of thy salvation." 



GRATITUDE TO GOD FOR ALL HIS MERCIES. 

RiVBits receiving Aeir fulness from the ocean, pay 
their tribute 1^ returning their streams unto it 
back again ; which homage, if ifc^ should deny to yield, 
their swelling waters would bear down Aeir own Imnks, 
and drown the country. So we, receiving from the in- 
finite ocesoi ^f all goodness w^tsoever fhlness we have 
of grace and virtue, the prakes and glory due unto them 
6* 
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are, by humble acknowledgment and tiianksgiving, to 
retarn to Him that gave them. Bnt if we shall wax ttn- 
thaakful, uid refiiee to pay the tribute doe, and show 
our rebellion against our great Lord by encroaching 
upon his right, tiiinking to grow rich by robbing of him, 
and keeping of all to our own use, these gifts, thus re- 
tained, will make us but to swell with pride, and, break- 
ing down the banks of modesty and humility, will not 
only empty us of all grace and goodness, but make all 
the good parts we have hurtful and pernicious. And 
thus it is that the not giving unto God that which is 
God's, the not returning praise to God for grace re- 
ceived, is the ready way to be graceless. 

REMEDT FOR SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS. 

rB angel bade Tobias to unbowel the fish, and to 
take out the gall, as being useful in medicine, and 
a special means to recover his eyesight The story is 
apocryphal, but the application is canonical, and agree- 
able to the doctrine of the inspired Scriptures. K we 
unbowel worldly pleasures fend carnal delights, and 
take out the gall of them — that is, seriously think upon 
the bitterness of them — ^the bitterness which they leave 
behind them, it will prove a sovereign remedy against 
our spiritual blindness. 

HUMILITY. 

HUMILITY is the truest abstinence in the world. It is 
abstinence from self-love and self-conceit; the 
hardest and severest abstinence. It is abstinence from 
vaunting our own praise and exploits, and lessening the 
merits of other men. It is abstinence from ambition and 
avarice, — the strongest propensities in our nature; and, 
consequently, it is the severest mortification and the 
noblest self-denial. — Dklant. *. 
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RECONCILIATION WITH GOD. 

THAT man who dares go to bed with a conscience 
charged with the guilt of one enormons sin, is 
much more desperate than he that dares lie unarmed, 
with seven armed men that are his deadly foes, for a 
sinner is less sure of his life than the other. What a 
sad thing is it to sleep securely on the brink of hell ! to 
go to bed drunk overnight, atid find himself awake in 
hell the next morning. He that inures not himself daily 
to reconcile himself unto God, makes a comfortless end 
for the most part, and is snatched hence before he hath 
a thought of making his peace with his Maker. 

BELI£V£RS ALONE CAN UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE. 

TO unconverted persons, a great part of the Bible re- 
sembles a letter written in cipher. The blessed 
spirit's office is to act as God's decipherer, by letting his 
people into the secret of celestial experience, as the key 
and clue to those sweet mysteries of grace, which were 
before as a garden shut up, or as a fountain sealed, or as 
a book written in an unknown character. — Topladt. 

DEATH LEVELS ALL RANKS. 

As in chess*play, so long as the game is playing, all 
the men stand in their order, and are req^^ected 
according to their places^ first the king, then the queen, 
then the bishops, aft>er them the knights, and last of all 
the common soldiers ; but when once the game is ended, 
and the table taken away, then they are all confusedly 
tumbled into a bag, and haply the king is lowest and 
the pawn upmost. Even so it is with us in this life : the 
world is a huge theatre or stage, wherein some play the 
parts of kings, others of bishops, some lords, many 
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knights, others yeomen. But when the Lord shall come 
with his angels to judge the world, all are alike, no 
difference betwixt the king and Uie peasant, the courtier 
and tiie down; and if great men and mean persons 
are in the same sin, they shall be sbM^rs in the same 
punishment 



ALL THIHOS ARE ORDAINED BY QOD'8 PBOYIBBNCE. 

THE scribe is more properly said to write than the 
pen ; and he that maketh and keepeth the clock 
is more properly said to make it go and strike, than the 
wheels that hang upon it; and every workman to effect 
his work, rather than the tools which he useth as his 
instruments. So the Lord, who is the chief agent and 
mover in all actions, may more fitly and properly be 
said to effect and bring to pass all things which are done 
in the earth than any inferior or subordinate causes, as 
meat to nourish us, clothes to keep us warm, the sun to 
lighten us, friends to provide for us, &c., seeing they are 
but his tools and instruments, but as they are ruled and 
guided by the power and providence of so heavenly a 
workman. 



FORGETFULNESS OF INJURIES. 

rBVisfecLES, when a £imous artist undertook to 
teach him the art of memory, made answer, " I 
had rather thou wouldst read some lectures of oblivion 
to me, ttMtt thou wouldst teach me to forget, for I 
remember many things too well.'' This is just our 
case ; O, for a blessed amnesty to forgive and forget 
wrongs done unto us ! Were our memories as strong 
as our sins, were we as retentive of God*s Tavours as 
we are of injuries which €iffront us, there would be no 
need at all to scrub up our memories, but rather an act 



BIBLE WLUSTBATJOm. 4b 

of oblivion tx> suf^reis oar passion, that worki too 
fitrongly upon tiiie Least apprehension of a wrongs tho«^ 
bat intended. 



WE OUGHT TO PRAT FOR ALL MEN. 

PHiLO the Jew, discoursing of Aaron's ephod, which 
he pat on when he went to pray, saith, it was ^^a 
representation of the whole world, Iwring in it all col- 
ours, to represent the conditions of all states of all peo- 
ple whatsoerer/' This was Aaron's practice, and, to 
speak truth, we err more grossly in nothing than in 
bearing malice, and wiping men's names and conditions 
out of our prayers, as if our private affections were the 
calendar of every man's salvation, when no man can 
rend himself from his brother, but he must rend him- 
self from Christ, who is the root whereon he uxkA his 
brother both do grow together. 



CONFIDENCE IN GOD OUR FATHER. 

LOOK upon a child, he taketh no care for himself, bnt 
resteth contented \nath that provision -and allow- 
ance which his loving father allotteth to him, because 
he knoweth that his father's discretion exceedeth his ; 
and if, being sick, we be content to receive upon the 
physician's bare word, not only those things which we 
affect, but even bitter pills, and unpl easing potions, 
whidoL we loatl^ and abhor, because we know Us skill 
exceeding ours, he is much bettor able to direct us for 
the recovery of our health: then how machralto: should 
we lay aside care, and rely upon the allowance of our 
heavenly Father ? How mueh rather should we trust 
this i^iritual Physician, whose skill and faithfulness 
never failed ? We, in our focAiah appetite, desire w«ridly 
honouiB, but he in his wisdom denieth thME^ beeanse,bs 
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knowttii they are but erapty meats, which would not 
noQiish our sbuls, but puff us up with pride; we desire 
worldly riches, but he withholdeth them^ because he well 
seeth they would be a means to make us poor in grace; 
we doat upon carnal pleasures, but he keepeth them 
from us, because he knoweth our liquorish and greedy 
appetite would easily surfeit of them, and so lose our 
spiritual strength and health, if not our bodily also : and 
therefore why should not we be contented to want those 
things, which, if they would not bring more hurt than 
good, more loss than profit, our heavenly Father, and 
wise Physician, would not have denied them to us« 



B£LI£V£RS SHOULD ABOUND IN GOOD WORKS. 

THOSE that are planted in the church, must not conceal 
the grace they have received, no more than a tree 
doth his sap. We glory in the discovery of rich metals 
and precious stones, which nature hath buried in the 
sea; we sufter nothing of this great world to lie hid, we 
labour to bring it forth, to behold, to shew it; so should 
we deal with the gifts and graces of the spirit, which 
Gk>d hath treasured up in this little world of ours. True 
grace is diffusive; no tree can more strive to send forth 
fruit, than it will to show itself in good works. 



THE HUMILITY OF TRUE GRACE. 

rB wisest of all liie philosophers made this profession, 
*^ This I know, tibat I know nothing; *' Origen, tiie 
most learned of all the Greek Fathers, made this confes- 
sion, "I am not ignorant of my own ignorance;" and 
the most judicious of all the Latin Fathers was the 
humblest; for, in his heat of contention with Jerome, he 
acknowledgeth him his better. Though the dignity of 
« bkbop exceed that of a priest, yet Priest Jerome is 
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greater than Bishop Augustine. Pavid, the best of 
kings, was freest from pride; "Lord," saith he, "I am 
not high minded." Theodosius, the noblest of all the 
Roman emperors, his motto was, *'ifaZ« membrum e&$e 
ecclesice quam caput imperiV It was greater honour to him 
to be a member of the church than the head of the em- 
pire ; and Paul, though nothing inferior to the chief of 
the apostles, yet was least in his own eyes. Thus it 
was, that, like the sun in the zenith, they showed least 
when they were at the highest; like vessels, they made 
the least sound when they were fullest; or, like the 
deepest waters, they ran most silent : in the weighing 
of gold, the lightest pieces rise up, but the weighty bear 
down the scale ; and surely they are but light that are 
lifted up with a self-conceit; but shallow waters that 
make a noise ; but empty vessels that make a sound. 
And such are all they that are wise in their own con- 
ceits, such as think they can dispute de omni scibiliy that 
they move in a circle of knowledge, when as (God wot), 
they know little or nothing at all. 



THE MEMORY STRENGTHENED BY EXERCISE. 

A BUCKET or tub may for want of use and by standing 
dry, be so full of slits and rifts, that all the water 
you take up with it runneth out; yet the often dipping 
it into the well, and filling it with water, will make it 
moister than otherwise it would have been, smd more 
retentive. Thus it is with our memories in the things 
concerning Gk>d and the good of our souls, being very 
brittle and perkise, they will hold very little or nothing 
at ^1 ; this must, therefore, be matter of great necessity 
to hear often, that the frequent inculcation of the same 
things may imprint that in our mind by oft;en hearing, 
which others of more happy memories have got at the 
first. 
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ULAFSSa IM SIN DANOSSOra. 

Ws find in Scripture many desperately sick, yet 
cured the first time by our Saviour ; but where 
do we read, in all the Scripture, where in all the Gospel, 
of any blind man's eyes twice enlightened ? of any deaf 
ears twice opened ? of any tied tongue twice loosened ? 
of any possessed with devils twice dispossessed? of any 
dead twice raised? No doubt but that Christ could 
have done it, but we read not tiiat ever he did it ; the 
reason, that we should be most careftil to avoid relapses 
into former sins, the recovery whereof is very uncer- 
tain, always difficult, and, in some cases (as the apostle 
teacheth), impossible. 



WE NBED OOMTINITAL RKPENTANCS. 

ANSBLBM, sometime Archbishop of Canterbury, whom 
the Church of Rome hath inserted into the Canon 
of Saints (but he ranketh himself among the apocrypha 
of sinners), recounting with heart's grief and sorrow the 
whole course of his life, and finding the infancy of sin 
in the sins of his infancy, the youth and growth of sin 
in the sins of his growth, and the maturity and ripeness 
of all sin, in the sine of his ripe and perfect age, breakeih 
forth into tiiis passionate speeeh, — ^^What Tematne tor 
thee, wretched man, but that thou spend liie remainder 
of thy Me in bewailing thy whole life ? ** And tiiM mu0l 
we do, considering that even when we pimy agMOSt dn, 
we sin in praying ; when we have made holy vxmm^s 
against sin, our vows, by the breaoh of the«i, tvm Into 
sin ; and upon repentance of tins, many tbere are &at 
repent of their repentance, and wq increase their sin ; 
hence it is that St. Jerome, in his ^istie to Laeia, caUetb 
for a continual Lent of diseipfine, that her whole lifls 
should be a life of repentance. 
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CHRIST, THE BELIEVER'S PATTERN. 

IF a man profess himself to be a painter, and take upon 
him to make the picture of a king, and misrepresent 
him, doth he not deserve just Mame ? Yes, surely; for 
he occasioneth strangers to think meanly of the king's 
person, because of his ill-fevoured portraiture. Thus, 
Ghristianity is nothing else but an imitation of the 
Divine Nature— a reducing of man's self to the image 
of God, in which he was created to righteousness and 
true holiness. Shall a Christian, then, edbape punish- 
ment, whose life is %o be a visible representation of 
Christ, if infidels and enemies of all goodness blaspheme 
him while they judge of him according to his counter- 
feit ? He shall not. Wherefore, as St. Chrysostom says, 
let us represent heaven in earth, and so liye that men 
may say, God is in us of a truth ; and let our light so 
shine before men, here on earth, that they may glorify 
God who is in heaven. 



THE PROSPERITY OP THE WICKED WILL DESTROY THEM. 

I HAVE seen the wicked (saith David) in great power, 
and spreading himself like a green bay tree. And 
why like a ^-eeai bay tree? Because in the winter, 
when all other trees, as the vine tree, fig tree, apple 
tree, &c., which are more profitable trees, are withered 
and naked, yet the bay cantinueth as green in the win- 
ter as tiie summer. So fiireth it with wicked men, when 
th» children of God, in tile storms of persecutions and 
afflictions and miseries, seem withered, and, as it were, 
dead, yet the wicked all that time flourish, and do appear 
green in the eyes of ttie world; they wallow in worldly 
wealth, but it is for their destruction; they wax fat, 
b^ it is for the day of slaughter. It was ti^e case of 
Hi^hni and Pfainehas, tiie Lord gave them enough, and 
6 
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suffered them to go on and .prosper in their wickedness. 
But what was the reason ? Because he would destroy 
them. 



THE CHRISTUN'S GLORY. 

THB Christian does not pray to be delivered from 
glory, but from vain-glory. He also is ambitious 
of glory, and a candidate for honour; but glory in 
whose estimation ? Honour, in whose judgment? Not of 
those whose censures can take nothing from his inno- 
cence; whose approbation can take nothing from his 
guilt ; whose opinions. are as fickle as their actions, and 
their lives as transitory as their praise; who cannot 
search his hearty seeing that they are ignorant even of 
their own. The Christian, then, seeks his glory in the 
estimation, and his honour in the judgment, of Him 
above, who, . _ 

'' From the bright empyrean, where he sits, 
High throned abore all height, oasts down his eye. 
His own works, and man's works, at once to view/' — Oolton. 



THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD ABOVE HUMAN COMPREHENSION. 

TULLY relateth, how Simonides being asked by Hiero 
the Ejing of Sicily, What God was, desired one day 
to consider of it ; and after one day being past, having 
not yet foond it out, desired three. And to conclude, at 
length he had no other answer to return unto the king, 
but thi8,r— That the more he thought upon it, the more 
still he might. For the further he waded himself in the 
search thereof, the farther he was from the finding of it; 
and thus Plato, What God is (saith he) that I know not. 
What he is not, that I know. Most certain it is, that 
God <Maly in regard of himself, knows himself, as dwell- 
ing in tiie light inaoeessible, whom never man saw, , 
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iieitber can see. Here now the well is not only deep, but 
we want a bucket to draw withal ; God is infinite and 
never to be comprehended essentially; O, then, that we 
could 80 much the more long to enjoy him, by how much 
less we are able to apprehend him. 



RICHES SHOULD BE DEVOTED TO GOD'S SERVICE. , 

HE that goeth a far journey, retumeth his money 
usually by a bill of exchange, and carrieth not 
his money along with him, only so much as will defray 
the charges of his journey, and all this for fear of being 
robbed. So the children of God, they lay out their money 
to the poor, they take God's bill of exchange for it, and 
then it meets them in the world to come, and there they 
do not oijy receive it, but it receives them into ever- 
lasting habitations. 



FAITH MUST BE ACCOMPANIED WITH GOOD WORKS. 

IT is evident to all (except others be made keepers of 
their reason, as now they are of their liberties,) 
that the eye alone seeth in the body, yet the eye which 
seeth is not alone without the other senses ; that the 
fore-finger alone pointeth, yet the fore-finger is not alone 
on the hand; that the hammer alone striketh on the 
bell, yet the hammer that striketh is not alone in the 
clock ; that the heat alone in the fire burneth, yet that 
heat is not alone without light ; that the helm alone 
guideth the ship, and not the taclding, yet the helm is 
not alone, nor without the tackling. Thus we are to 
conceive lliat, though fitith alone doth justify, yet that 
fitith which justifieth is not alone, but joined with char- 
ity and good works. St. Bernard's distinction of Via 
regniy and Catisa regnandi, cleareth the truth in this point. 
Though good works are not the cause why God crown- 
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6th us, yet we most take them in our way to heayeo, or 
else we shall never get there. It is as impious to deny 
the necessity as to maintain the m^rit oi good works. 



THE NEW HEART. 

Gop will not put new wine into old bottles. He never 
prints His love upon the heart till it be renewed 
and prepared with evangelical meltings ; and the same 
seal that prints His love prints His image too. A fliaty 
heart will not take the seal of the spirit ; the sparkling 
white stone is never given till the heart of stone be taken 
away. The new name is not given till the new creature 
be framed ; and though the outward sun, with liberal 
and undietinguishing beams, shines both on the good 
and the bad, yet the light of God's countenance beams 
out only upon the apples of His own eye.— -CuiiVBRWELL. 



THE FOLLT OF HEAPING UP EIOHES. 

IT is a great d^ of eara and pains l^t the spider takes 
in weaving her web ; she runneth much, and often 
up and down ; she fetcheth a compass this way and that 
way, and returneth often to the same point ; she spend- 
eth herself in multitudes of fine threads, to make herself 
a round cabinet ; she exenterateth herself, and worketh 
out her own bowels, to make an artificial and curious 
piece of work, which, when it is made, is apt to be blown 
awa(^ with every puff of wind. She hangeth it up aloft, 
she fasteneth it to the roof of the house, she strength- 
eneth it with many a tiiread, wheeling often round 
about, not (paring her own bowels, but spending them 
willingly upon her work. And when she hath done all 
this, spun her fine threads, weaved them one within an- 
other, wrought herself a fine canopy, hung it aloft:, and 
thinks all is sure, — suddenly, in the twinkling of an eye, 
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with a little sweep of a broom all falls to the ground, 
and so her labour perisheth. But here is not all, poor 
spider ! she is killed either in her own web, or else she 
is taken in her own snare, haled to death, and trodden 
under foot Thus the silly animal may be truly said 
either to weave her own winding-sheet, or to make a 
snare to hang herself. Just so do many men waste and 
consume themselves to get preferment, to enjoy pleas- 
ures, to heap up riches and increase them ; and to that 
end they spend all their wit, and oftentimes the health 
of their bodies, running up and down, labouring and 
sweating, carking and caring; and when they have 
done all this, they have but weaved the spider's web to 
catch flies, yea, oftentimes are caught in their own nets, 
are made instruments of their own destruction, they 
take a great deal of pains with little success, to no end 
or purpose. 



IMPORTANCE OF KEEPING OUR LATTER END IN VIEW. 

ONE Querricus, hearing these words read in the church, 
out of the book of Genesis, chap. xv. : — "And 
all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and 
thirty years, and he died ; all the days of Seth were 
nine hundred and twelve years, and he died ; and all 
the days of Enos were nine hundred and five years, and 
he died ; and all the days of Methuselah were nine hun- 
dred sixty and nine years, and he died," fcc. Hearing, 
J say, these words read, the very conceit of death 
wrought so strongly upon him, and made so deep an 
impression in his mind, that ho retired himself from the 
world, and gave himself wholly to devotion, that so he 
might die the death of the godly, and arrive more safely 
at the haven of felicity, which is nowhere to be found 
in this world. And thus should we do when we look 
back to the many ages that are past before us, but thus 
6* 
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we do not Like those that go to the Indies, we look 
not on the many that have been swallowed up by the 
waves, but on some few that have got by the voyage ; 
we regard not the millions that are dead before us, but 
hare our eyes set on the lesser number that survive 
with us, and hence it comes to pass that our passage 
out of this world is so little minded. 



THE WAY TO GOD IS A CROSS-WAY TO THE WORLD. 

A MAN that walks by a river, if he follow the river 
against the stream, it will at length bring him to 
the spring-head from whence it issueth ; but if he go 
along with the stream, it will lead him on to the salt 
sea. So he that is cross-grained to the humours of the 
world, that swims against the stream of sensual delights 
and pleasures, that well improveth these outward things 
to God's glory, shall at length be brought to God, the 
sweet fountain of them all. But if he sail, with wind 
and tide, in the abuse of the good creatures of God, they 
will carry him down like a torrent into the mare mortuum 
of perdition. 



BELIEVERS SHOULD WATCH AGAINST TEMPTATION. 

A believer's watchfulness is somewhat like that of a 
soldier on guard. A sentinel posted on the walls, 
when he discerns an hostile party advancing, does not 
attempt to make head against them himself, but informs 
his commanding officer of the enemy's approach, and 
leaves him to take the proper measures against the foe. 
So the Christian does not attempt to fight temptation 
in his own strength; his watchfulness lies in observing 
its approach, and in telling God of it by prayer. — W. 
Mason. 
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AN UNGODLY LIFE LEADS TO AN UNGODLY DEATH. 

A PHILOSOPHER asking one which of these two he had 
rather be — Crcesus (one of the richest but most 
vicious in the world), or Socrates (one of the poorest, 
but one of the most virtuous men in the world), his an- 
swer was. That in his life he would be a Croesus, but in 
his death a Socrates. So, if many in these days were 
put to their choice, they would be Dives in their life, 
but Lazarus in their death ; they would, with Balaam, 
die the death of the righteous, but live the life of the 
wicked; but that cannot be, for death is a kind of truck 
or exchange; here it is that the Israelites make the 
bricks and the Egyptians dwell in the houses, but here- 
after St. John Baptist's head will become a crown as 
well as a platter ; and he that hath his consolation, his 
heaven in this world, shall, at the time of death, meet 
with torments and hell in that which is to come. 



THE DANGER OF BEING UNPREPARED FOR DEATH. 

IT was a good answer that one Messodamus gave one, 
inviting him to a feast the next day. " My friend," 
said he, "why dost thou invite me against to-morrow? 
I could not, for these many years, so secure myself that 
I should live one day, for I am in daily expectation of 
the time o^ my departure." And indeed no man can be 
sufficiently armed against death unless he be ready to 
entertain it. What rashness and folly it is, then, for a 
man to lie down in ease upon his bed, to sleep securely, 
and to lodge an enemy, a deadly enemy, all the while — 
sin — in his bosom. Sudden deaths are common; how 
many have we heard of that went well to bed over 
night, for aught a man could tell, and have been found 
dead in the morning, and, it is much to be feared, have 
gone impenitently to bed, it may be drunk, and have 
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found fhemselves awake in hell fhe next morning. Tin- 
preparedness for death must needs therefore be dan- 
gerous. 

CONSCIENOB. 

GONSOISNCB is the great register or recorder of the 
world. It is to every man his private notary, 
keeping record of all his acts and deeds. It hath the 
pen of a ready writer, and takes from thy mouth all 
that thou speakest, yea, from thy heart all that thou 
contrivest ; and though its writing may be for the pres- 
ent, like writing with the juice of an onion or lemon, 
illegible, yet when thou comest to the fire of distress, it 
will then appear, and in the day of judgment it will dis- 
cover all. — Thornton. 



THE WISDOM OF CHRIST BEYOND HUMAN COMPREHENSION. 

DiONYSius, the tyrant, sent to Plato (that he might 
come to see him) one of his fairest galleys, with 
store of dainty provision, and well accompanied ; and, 
at the haven where he was to land, had provided a coach 
with four l^orses to be ready to receive him, that he 
might come in the greater pomp to his palace ; and all 
this honour he was willing to do him, for that he was a 
wise man. Now, if such men as he shall cause admira- 
tion in the world, what admiration then must He raises 
in men's minds who is wisdom itself, and in whom all 
the treasures of God's wisdom are laid up for evermore. 



ETERNITY TO BE EVER IN OUR THOUGHTS. 

ZBUxis, the famous painter, was observed to be very 
slow at his work, and to let no piece of his go 
abroad into the world to be seen of men, till he had 
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turned it over and over, this side and that side, again 
and again, to see if he could espy any fault in it. And 
being once asked the reason why he jvas so curious, why 
so long in drawing his lines, and so slow in the use of 
his pencil, he made this answer, "I am long in doing 
what I fake in hand, because what I paint, I paint for 
eternity." As for our parts, we write, we read, we 
sing, we pray, we labour ; whatsoever we say, whatso- 
ever we do, whatsoever we think, all is transmitted to 
eternity, all to be viewed by a most judicious and all- 
seeing eye, so that no fault can escape; and, being 
viewed and considered, they are to be committed either 
to be eternally punished or eternally rewarded. We 
must labour therefore to be perfect, so to live to God, 
that we may live with Gad ; so to live on earth, that 
we may live in heaven ; so to live for eternity, that we 
may live to all eternity. 



HOPES OF HEAVEN ARE THE SAINTS ENCOURAGEMENT. 

> 

STMPHORiAKUS, a Christian young man, after that he 
was almost scourged to death, as he was dragged 
to death at Augustodunum, met his mother upon the 
way. But how? not tearing the hair from her head, 
or rending her clothes, or laying open her breasts, or 
making grievous lamentation, as the manner of foolish 
women is to do ; but, carrying herself like an heroic 
Christian lady, called to her son, and said, " Son ! my 
son, I say. Remember life eternal ; look up to heaven, 
lift up thine eye to him that reigneth there ; life is not 
taken from thee, but exchanged for a better.'* At which 
words of his mother, the young man was so exceedingly 
animated, that he went willingly to execution, and 
cheerftiUy laid down his head upon the block, and was 
beheaded. This is the case of every man living ; we go 
not so fast as Symphorianus did ; we are not yet under 
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the fiery trial, but we are fair for it ; we are all going, 
and we have not far to it Now the noble army of mar- 
'tyrs, who are gone before us, they call unto us from 
heaven, and say, as the Christian and courageous mother 
said to her son, "Remember life eternal, look up to hea- 
ven, see who is there — ^the Judge of all the world, that 
will do righteous things." 



CHRIST'S ESTIMATE OF THE VALUE OF THE SOUL. 

FOR what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul ? (Matt. xvi. 26.) Our 
Saviour, itt these words, takes, as it were, a pair of 
balances in his hand, — the balance of the sanctuary, — 
and he puts the whole world in one scale, and the soul 
of man in the other ; this little sparkle of divinity in 
one scale, and the great globe in the other. But the 
soul of man, this spiritual being, this heavenly sparkle, 
does mightily outweigh the great "vyorld itself, the huge 
fabric of the creation, — the world is weighed in the 
balance and found too light. — Culverwell. 



CARNAL AFFECTIONS MUST BE MORTIFIED. 

HE that rideth a fierce horse, let the horse keep what 
pace he will, so long as the rider commands him 
by the bridle, we say, he rides strongly; but if the 
horse get the bit in his mouth, and run away, the faster 
his pace, the weaker the rider, because he cannot check 
him. Our affections are ju^t like that fierce horse, and 
our reason should be as a strong bridle, stir they never 
so much : if reason command, we are strong ; but if 
reason have no power, and our affections run lopse, 
then certainly the more violent they are, the more weak 
we are. 
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AFFnCTIONS ADD TO THE BEAUTY OF A TRUE CHRISTIAN. 

LOOK upon a painted post or sign whose colour is laid 
in oil, how the rain beats upon it in stormy weather, 
that one would think all the colour would be washed 
off; yet how the water glides away, and leaves it rather 
more beautiful than before. And thus it is with every 
child of God : being well varnished, and garnished with 
the graces of the Spirit, let the wind of persecution 
blow, and the floods of persecution lift up their voice, 
they shall never dis^gure, nor deface, but rather add 
unto their beauty. Such is the condition of grace, that 
it shines the brighter for scouring, and is most glorious 
when it is most clouded. 



LOVE TO CHRIST SHOULD BE SUPREME. 

IT was a true Christian-like speech of St. Jerome, " If 
my father should stand beforje me, my mother 
should hang upon me, my brethren should press about 
me, I would break through my brethren, throw down 
my mother, tread under feet my father, that I might the 
fester cleave unto Christ Jesus, my Saviour.'* O the 
sjurpassing love to Christ that is in a true disciple of 
Christ ! Let money perish and friends fail, the world 
frown, yea, life itself vanish, Christ is better than them 
all. If Christ should say to him, " Take thy fill of sin- 
ful delights, eat, drink, and be merry, solace thyself 
in the midst of all thy abundance, thou shalt not perish, 
only thou shalt not be with me." Not with thee, Lord 
Jesus, where then? then farewell delights, farewell 
pomp and plenty, farewell all; I will follow thee whi- 
thersoever thou goest, for it will certainly be hell where 
thou art not. 
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GOD'S PBOVIDENCE. 

PROVIDSNOB is like a cnrions piece of arras, made up 
of a thousand shreds, which single we know not 
what to make of, but put together they present us with 
a beautiful hktory. — Flaybl. 



OUTWARD BLESSINGS BESTOWED ON THE WICKED AS WELL 
AS THE GOOD. 

WAS Abraham rich? so was Abimelech. Was Jacob 
" rich ? so was Laban too. Was David a king ? 
so was Saul. Was Constantine an emperor? so was 
Julian. Was John a disciple? so was Judas. Thus 
riches, honours, and preferments, though the blessings 
of God, yet they are no demonstrations of a blessed 
man. What a wise good God have we I Lest any man 
should take them to be ill, they are bestowed on them 
that are good ; and lest any man should reckon them for 
the chief good, they are likewise cast upon the wicked. 

WORLDLT MEN'S D£»IRES. 

IT is storied of Henry the Fourth of France, asking 
the Duke of Alva if he had observed the eclipses 
happening in that year? He answered. That he had so 
much business on earth, that he had no leisure to look 
up to heaven. A sad thing it is for men to be so bent, 
and their hearts so set on the things of this world, as 
not to cast up a look to the things that are in heaven ; 
nay, not to regard though God brings heaven down to 
them in His Word and Sacraments. Yet so it is, most 
men are of this Spanish general's mind ; witness the 
oxen, the farms, the pleasures, the profits and prefer- 
ments that men are so fast glued unto, that they have 
hardly leisure to entertain a thought of any goodness. 
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EFFICACY OF UNITED PRAYER. 

WE read of Ptolemeus Philadelphus, King of Egypt, 
that he caused the Bible to be translated by 
seventy interpreters, which seventy were severally dis- 
posed of in seventy separate cells, unknown to each 
other, and yet they did so well agree in their several 
translations, that there was no considerable difference 
betwixt them, in rendering the text, — an argument that 
they were influenced by one and the ^ame spirit Surely, 
then, it must needs be a great comfort to all good Chris- 
tians, when they shall call to mind, what? seventy! 
nay, seventy times seventy, yea, seventy hundred, yea, 
seventy thousand which are peaceable in Israel, which, 
on the bended knees of their souls, pray daily unto God 
for peace ; and though they know not the faces, know 
not the navies of one another, have neither seen, nor 
shall see one anotlier till diey meet together in heaven, 
yet they unite their votes, and eentre their suffittges in 
the same thing, that God would restore peace and order 
both in Church and State, and to every particular mem- 
ber therein, that we may yet live to have conafort one 
of another, who, no doubt, shall have a comfortable 
return of their prayers in God's due time. 

THE COMFORT OF PARDON. 

ATRAITOB that is condemned to death may have the 
liberty of the Tower to walk in, and provisions of 
meat and drink appointed at the state's charges, yet he 
takes little comfort in either, because his treason is not 
pardoned, and he expects daily to be drawn to execu- 
tion. Thus a man who hath the advantage of all these 
outward things, if he want assurance of the pardon of 
his sins, and of God's love in Christ Jesus to his soul, 
they will be but as miserable comforters to hitn, and he 
cannot take any true delight in them. 
7 
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GOD'S PROVIDENCE OFTEN MYSTERIOUS. 

FIRBS may burn, but they may purify ; floods may arise, 
but they cleanse; enemies may press, but they 
hurry me to my friend ; and is not this the case with 
the Christian, in all the dispensations of Providence 
through which he is called to pass? If it is not so, it 
is his own fault, for this they were designed. — Wilson 



FAITH PRODUCES CONFIDENCE. 

IN the midst of a tumultuous sea, the nodes of the 
compass .remain immovable, because they govern 
themselves not according to the winds, but according to 
the influence of the heavens. And so the faith of the 
faithful remainethfirm amongst the rude agitations and 
distracted variations of the world, because it governeth 
itself not according to the instability of the affairs of 
this world, but according to the promises of God, which 
are from all eternity. 



A SPIRIT OF FORGIVENESS SHOULD BE CULTIVATED. 

WHEN Luther had wofully wronged and reviled Cal- 
vin, — ^Well, said Calvin, let Luther hate me, and 
call me devil a thousand times, yet I will love him, and 
acknowledge him to be a precious servant of God. This 
was an excellent temper of Calvin, and, truly, such a 
frame of spirit, such a sweet composure of the soul, as 
to forgive and forget, to pass by offences, to leave all 
to God, not to answer wrath with wrath, not to study 
revenge, not to be mindful of injuries received, is all 
through the Scriptures commanded; by God himself 
commended, and by every good Christian to be care- 
fully practised. 
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aRACES LOST IN THE SOUL ARE TO BB FOUND ONLY IN CHRIST. 

THE virgin vestals of the Pagans (from whence pro- 
ceeded, those many cloisters of nuns at this day) 
had a continual fire, which, if it happened by any mis- 
chance to go out, they might not give it light again but 
only from the sun. Thus, our natural clearness and 
purity of life being quite extinguished by the sin of 
Adam, there is no means under heaven to renew it; we 
cannot kindle it again but at the San of Righteousness, 
Christ Jesus our Lord, to whom belongeth that which is 
said in Psalm iii. 6, " The fountain of life is in thee," &c. 



DEAD, YET SPEAKING. 

IT is recorded, how that many resorted unto Christ, 
and said, John did no miracle, but all things that 
John spake of this man were true ; and they believed 
on him there. John ^. 41^ 42. John, it seems, had 
preached of Christ before, yet they did not thereupon 
believe in Christ when he preached ; John was dead 
and gene, but now, when Christ comes amongst them, 
they, upon John's former sermons preached unto them 
some while since, do now believe. John was dead, but 
his word was not dead, — that nojv works while he lies in 
his grave. Thus many a man hears the word and minds 
it, but at present it hath no work at all; it is possible 
\hBji seven years, twenty years after, it may fall a-w0rk- 
ing. A sermon preached seven years before, may be 
the means of a man's conversion seven years after. 

THE WHOLE ARMOUR OF GOD. 

IT is reported by the poets, of Achilles, the Grecian 
captain, that his mother, being warned by the ora- 
cle, dipped him — ^being a child — in the river Lethe, to 
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prevent any danger that might ensue by reason of the 
Trojan war; but Paris, his inveterate enemy, under- 
standing also by the oracle that he was impenetrable 
all over his body, except the heel, or small part of his 
leg, which his tnother held him by, when she dipped 
him, took his advantage, shot him in the heel, and 
killed him. Thus every man is, or ought to be, armed 
cap-a-pie with that panoply, — the whole armour of God* 
For the devil will be sure to hit the least part that he 
finds unarmed ; if it be the eye, he will dart In at that 
casement by the presentation of one lewd object or 
other ; if it be the ear, he will force that door open by 
bad counsel ; if the tongue, that shall be made a world 
of mischief; if the feet, they shall be swift to shed 
blood, &c. 



THE SAINTS' ASSURANCE OP SALVATION. 

I BELtEVBR can have but weak and unstable comfort 
A. without assurance. What if all the clusters of 
Canaan were laid on an heap ? What if all the cordials 
of the Gospel were strained into one cup ? Were the 
soul anything the better, if it must only tantalize to see 
them and want them ? What sweetnes&^can a Christian 
draw from a promise till he know it belongs to him ? 
Will it enrich a man to know that there are pearls and 
diamonds in the world ? or satisfy a fainting Israelite 
to know that there is a Canaan, although it may be he 
shall never come near it ? So that take away a Chris- 
tian's interest tod propriety in a promise, and what 
becomes of his consolation ? But God hath given His 
word. His oath. His seal. His earnest, and all to this 
very end, that a Christian may be assured of his salva- 
tion. — CXTLVBRWBLL. 
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QOD LONG SUFFERING AND SLOW TO ANGBB. 

IT 18 observed in men, that they are long in making 
anything, but very quick in marring it ; a house 
bailt in a year, may be plucked down in a month, and 
sooner ; a castle which hath been long in setting up, by 
mining and powder may be blown up in a moment ; a 
city which many generations have but brought to its 
beauty, is in a little time brought to ruin : only Ood is 
quick in making, but pauseth upon destroying, — he 
Cometh not, but step by step, and when he should strike, 
he stayeth, and turneth, and looketh away; the sun, and 
moon, and stars, had but one day for their creation, 
but man had a hundred and twenty years before the 
coming of the flood to his destruction : and Jerusalem 
shall be warned by the Scriptures before the appear- 
ance of Christ, by John the Baptist, afterwards by our 
Saviour personally: and when they have killed that 
Just One, yet forty years shall pass before it be quite 
destroyed: six days made the world, but almost six 
thousand years have been afforded to it before the end 
overtake it. . 



HARMONY OF THE SCRIPTURES. 

WHEN a man is drawing water out of a w^l with 
two vessels of different metal, the water at the 
first seemeth to be of a different colour ; but when he 
draweth up the vessels nearer to him, the diversity of 
colours vanish, and the water appeareth to be of one 
and the same colour ; and when he tasteth them, they 
have one and the same relish; thus although at the 
first sight there may seem to be some contradictions in 
the Scriptures, yet when we look nearer and nearer into 
them, and compare one place with another, we shall 
fin4 no contrariety in them, no repugnancy at all, but a 
7* 
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perfect harmony and fall consent of one place with an- 
other ; as the Patriarchs relating to the promises made 
to Abraham before the law; the prophets grounding 
themselves upon Moses under the law ; and the faith of 
the church, relying upon the doctrine of the apostles 
under the gospel, all of them agreeing in one, nothing 
at all contradictory. 

BELIEVERS SHOULD TRUST IN GOD. 

WISH travellers provide things needful for their jour- 
ney, and guard against such as lie in wait by the 
way to rob them. Our Gracious God calls not his dear 
children to forsake their native country, to travel to the 
heavenly city, without furnishing them with a rich supply 
of all things necessary for their comfort, and also strength 
to protect them from the power of every enemy. No 
soldier of His goeth a warfare at his own charge, Christ 
being both their righteousness and strength, they can 
want nothing; neither riches nor power. Hence, they 
go on from day to day, glorying in him, as their richest 
treasure ; trusting in him as their almighty strength, 
and their constant song in the house of their pilgrimage, 
and through the whole of their journey, is, " Surely in the 
Lord have I righteousness and strength.'* — W. Mason. 

ANSWERS TO PRAYER, WHY DENIED. 

ANGLERS, when they have long waited, and perceive 
that nothing doth as much as nibble at the bait, do 
not impatiently throw away the rod, or break the hook 
and line, but pull up and look upon the bait, and so 
throw it in again. Thus should every good Christian 
do, though he hath fished all night and caught nothing, 
though he hath been much in prayers unto God ; yet 
after long expectation, not a syllable of comfort appear* 
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ing, no return made at all ; let him not break off his pray- 
ers, but look to his prayers, that they be not mingled 
with corruptions, that they be not bare of grace, naked 
of , faith, void of love, &c., and so mend them, and no 
doubt but Christ will appear at a time he thinks not of, 
with such a gracious answer as shall abundantly satisfy 
his long expectation. 



GOD IS IlfMUTABLE. 

THE sun hath but one simple act of shining ; yet do 
we not see that it doth unite clay and straw, dis- 
solve ice and water? it hardens clay, and melteth 
wax; it makes the flowers to smell sweetly, and a 
dead corpse to scent loathsomely; the hot fire to be 
colder, and the cold water hotter ; cures one man with 
its heat, therewith kills another; what's the reason? 
the cause is in the several objects, and their divers 
dispositions, and constitutions, and not in the sun's act 
of shining, which is one and the same thing ; or view 
a looking-glass set in the window, — will it not repre- 
sent to the eye diversity of objects ? If thou go to it in 
decent and seemly apparel, shalt thou not see the like 
figure ? If dejected, and in coarse raiment, will it not 
offer to thy view the same equal proportion ? Do but 
stretch thyself, bend thy brow, and run against it, will 
it not resemble the like person and actions ? Where 
now is the change? shall we conclude in the glass? 
Wo ; for it is neither altered from the place, nor in 
the nature : ttius the change of love and affection is 
not in God, but in respect of the object about which it 
is exercised ; if one day God seem to love us, another 
day to hate us, there is alteration within us first, not 
any in the Lord; we shall be sure to find a change, but 
it must be when we do change our ways, but God never 
ehangeth; such as we are to ourselves, such will he b8 
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to OS ; if we ran Btabboral j against him, he will walk 
Btabbornly against ns ; with the iroward he will be for- 
ward, but with the meek he will show himself meekly : 
yet one and the same Gk>d still, in whom there is not 
the least shadow of change imaginable. 



GOB ANSWERS THE BELIEVER'S PRATER. 

PRATER, like Jonathan's bow, returns not empty. 
Never was faithful prayer lost at sea. No mer- 
chant trades with such certainty as the praying saint. 
Some prayers, indeed, have a longer voyage than others, 
but then they return with a richer lading at last. — 

GURNALL. 



GOD IS PRESENT WITH BELIEVERS IN AFFLICTION. 

rERB is mention made of a company of poor Chris* 
tians, that were banished into some remote parts ; 
and one standing by seeing them pass along, said, That 
it was a very sad condition those poor people were in, to 
be thus hurried from the society of men, and to be made 
companions with the beasts of the field: True, said 
another, it were a sad condition indeed, if they were 
carried to a place where they should not find their 
Gk)d ; but let them be of good cheer, God goes along 
with them, and will exhibit the comforts of His pres- 
ence wheresoever they go. He is an infinite God, and 
filleth all places : Thus as every attribute of God is a 
breast of comfort not to be drawn dry, so this of His 
omnipresence is none of the least, that He is both where 
we are, and where we are not ; He is in the midst of 
our enemies — we think that they will even swallow us 
up alive, but God our best friend is with them, to con- 
ft>und all their devices, and infatuate their counsels; 
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our friends, our relations of wife and children, if thejbe 
taken hence Gk>d is with them; and God is with us too 
on all occasions, in all conditions : He is ordering all 
things for His children's good* 



THE PATIENCS OF HOPE. 

DAVID being assured that he should see the goodness 
of the Lord in the land of the living, did not faint, 
but expect with patience the time appointed. Psalm 
xxvii. 13. The husbandman patiently expecteth the 
time of harvest; the mariner waits with content for 
wind and tide, and the watchman for the dawning of 
the day; so must the faithful learn patience in all their 
troubles, not to make haste, or mourn as men without 
hope, but tarry the Lord's leisure, and He, in the fittest 
season, will comfort their drooping souls : He that shall 
come will come, and will not tarry. Heb. x. ST. 



REPENTANCE NOT TO BE DELAYED. 

APBUDENT man will repair his house while the weather 
is fair, and not put off till winter; a careful pilot 
will take advantages of wind and tide, and so put out 
to sea, not stay till a storm arise : the traveller will 
take his time in his journey, and mend his pace when 
the night comes on, lest darkness overtake him. The 
smith will strike while the iron is hot, lest it grow cool 
and so he lose his labour. So we ought to make every 
day the day of our repentance, to make use of the 
present time, that when we come to die, we may have 
nothing to do but to die, for there will be a time when 
there will be no place for repentance, when time will be 
no more, when the door will be shut, when there will 
be no entrance at alL 
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THB WORTH OP A TRUE CHRISTIAN. 

TTTHEN Henry the Fouiiii, king of France, was told of 
VV the king of Spain's ample dominions ; as first, 
he is king of Castile, and I (quoth Henry) am king of 
France ; he is king of Navarre, and I am king of France ; 
he is king of Naples, and I am king of France ; he is 
king of the Sicilies, Nova Hispania, of the Western 
Indies, and I am king of France. He thought th« 
kingdom of France equivalent to all those. So let 
the soul of every good Christian solace itself against 
all the wants of this mortal pilgrimage in this, that it 
is a member of the church : one hath more learning o^ 
wit, yet I am a Christian ; another hath more honour 
or preferment in the world, yet I am a Christian ; an- 
other hath more silver and gold and riches, yet I am a 
Christian ; another hath larger possessions, yet I have 
an inheritance in heaven, I am a Christian. Were but 
this consideration of the true Christian's worth laid in 
the balance of the sanctuary, it would weigh down all 
temporary conceits whatsoever. 



ENVY. 

RISING glory occasions the greatest envy, as kindling 
fires the greatest smoke. Envy is the reverse of • 
charity; and as that is the supreme source of pleasure, 
80 this of pain. Envy has under its banner, hatred, 
calumny, treachery, with the meagreness of famine, the 
venom of pestilence, and the rage of war. 

'* She never smiles bu4 when the wretohed weep, 
Nor lulls her malice with a moment's sleep. 
Restless in spite; while watchful to destroy, 
She pines and sickens at another's joy ; 
For to herself, distressing and distrest; 
She bears her own tormenter in her breairt.'' — ]>r. Youir^i, 
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OUR MOBTALITT TO BE CONSIDERED. 

IT is reported of Xerxes, that, having prepared three 
hundred thousand men to fight with the Grecians, 
and having mustered them up into a general rendezvous^ 
and taken notice of their strength and the greatness of 
their number, he fell a weeping, out of the consideration 
that not one of them should remain alive within the 
space of an hundred years. Much more ought we to 
mourn, then, when we consider the abundance of people 
that are in Britain, and the abundance of sin perpetrated 
amongst us, and what shall become not only of our bo* 
dies in a few years, but of our souls to all eternity. 



PATIENCE TO BE EXERCISED IN WAITING-FOR GOD. 

WHEN a husbandman hath thrown his seed into the 
ground, he doth not look to see it the same day 
again, much less to reap it the- same day. No, he ex- 
pects not the next day, nor the next week neither, to 
see it above ground, but he is content to wait patiently 
till the year come about, and is glad when he sees, after 
a month's time it may be, that it begins to peep out of 
the ground, living in hope still of the further growth of 
it, and to enjoy at length, after the blade, a ftiU ear 
and a plentiful harvest. Thus every child of God must 
learn to wait God's leisure. What though he hath 
prayed long, yet not a word of comfort, no return at all 
appears? yet let him pray still. What though he sees 
not for a long time, after much mortification, but a slen- 
der growth of spiritual joy in his heart, nay, scarce any 
glimpse, any sight at all, yet let him not be dismayed 
or discouraged therefore, but live in hope, as the hus* 
bandman doth, of a further increase, and a full crop at 
length, when God shall see it good, and most a Ivan- 
tageous for his spiritual s/>ate and condition. 
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MORTIFICATIOK OF SIN. 

Amah's arms are act any burden to trim, though 
otherwise massive and weighty; but a withered 
arm, or a limb mortified, hangeth like a lump of lead on 
it Thus, so long as sin liveth in the soul, unkilled 
whoUy, and unmortified as yet, so long our corruption 
is nothing at all cumbersome unto us ; but when it is 
once mortified in a man, it beginnelh to grow burden- 
some unto him, and to hang like a lump of dead flesh on 
his soul ; and tiien beginneth the poor soul, pestered 
and oppressed with the weight of it, to cry out with the 
apostle, ^^O wretdied man that I am, who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death." 



THE INESTIMABLE VALUE OF THE SOUL. 

JESUS Chrisi was the great purchaser of souls, and so 
must needs know .the worth of them, it was no 
ordinary price that he paid for them, — " Ye wwe not re- 
deemed with corruptible things," (1 Pet. i. 18.) Wow 
do you tliink that Jesus Christ would have laid down his 
own life, q^nt his own pjpecious blood for them, exc^ 
they had been very precious ? These words, " For what 
is a man profited," &€., Matth. xvi. 26, are the words 
of Him that bought souls, the words of Jesus Christ, 
the great redeemer of souls \ and he tells you that one 
soul is worth more than a world. — Culvibrwell. 



CONVERSION TO BE REAL MU8X BE LASTING. 

A violent motion is quick in the beginning, but slow 
in the end; a stone cast upward, is tiien most 
weak when it is most high, but a natural motion is slow 
in the beginning, quicker in the end. For if a man 
from a high tower cast a stone downward, tiie nearer to 
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the centre, the quicker is the motion ; and therefore, 
when a man at his first conversion is exceeding quick, 
but afterwards waxeth every day slower and slower in 
the ways of goodness, his motion is not natural and 
kindly, but forced. Otherwise, like a constant resolved 
Christian, the longer he lives, and the nearer he comes 
to the marie, the more swiftly doth he run, — the more 
vehemently doth he contend for that everlasting crown, 
which he shall be sure to attain at the end of his race. 



THE RICH ^IBE GOD'S STEWARDS. 

A BEGGAR upon the way asked something of an hon- 
ourable lady; she gave him sixpence, saying, 
" This is more than ever God gave me." " Oh,'* says 
the beggar, " Madam, you have abundance, and God 
hath given all that you have ; say not so, good Madam." 
" Well," says she, " I speak the truth, for God hath not 
given, but lent unto me what I have, that I may bestow 
it upon such as thou art." And it is very true, indeed, 
that tiie poor are God's almsmen, and the rich are but 
His stewards, into whose hands God hath put his mon- 
ies, to distribute to them in the time of necessity. 



THE JUDGMENT AND MEROT OF GOD. 

rBBE is mention made of a loadstone in Ethiopia, 
which hath two sides ; with the one it draweth to, 
with the other it puts the iron from it ; so God hath 
two arms, the one of mercy, the other of judgment; 
two hands, the one of love, the other of wrath ; with 
the one he draweth, with the other he driveth ; and as 
he hath, a right hand of favour wherewith to load the 
saints, so be wants not a left hand of fury wherewith to 
dash the wicked in pieces. 
8 
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THE UNDERSTANDING DARKENED BY SATAN. 

IT is written of Antiochas, that enteri&g iata the 
saactuary, he took away the golden al^r, and the 
candlestick for light; and Nebuchadnezzary when he 
conquered Zedekiab, put out his eyes, and bound him 
in chains, and then carried him to Babylon. In like 
sort the devil, so soon as he hath entered into man's 
soul, which is God's holy temple, he doth endeavour 
instantly to put out the light, to darken the under- 
standing, that a man may not be able to discern be- 
twixt good and evil, and so be more easily carried into 
Babylon, to his soul's confusion. 

PROVIDENCE OFTEN EXERCISED THROUGH WEAK INSTRU- 
MENTS. 

THE Protestants besieged in Beziers in France, were 
delivered by a drubken drummer, who, going to 
his quarters at midnight, rang the alarm bell of the town, 
not knowing what he did ; and just then were their 
enemies making the assault. And as weak and im- 
probable means have been blessed with success to the 
church in general, so to the preservation of its particu- 
lar members also. A spider, by weaving her web over 
the mouth of an oven, hid a servant of Christ, Dr. 
Moulins, who took refuge there in that bloody Parisian 
massacre, from his enemies. A hen sustained another 
many days at the same time, by lodging her Qgg every 
day in the place where he had hid himself from the cut- 
throats. Examples might easily be multiplied, but the 
truth is too plain and obvious to need them. — ^Flavel. 







SIN, THE SAINT'S SORROW. 

says Pharaoh, take away these filthy frogs, this 
J dreadful thunder. But what says holy David ? — 
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Lord, take away the iniquity of thy servant The one 
would be freed from punishment, tiie effect of sin ; the 
other from sin, the cause of punishment. An^ it is most 
true, that a true Christian is more troubled at sin, than 
at frogs and thunder ; he sees more filthiness in sin, 
than in loathsome reptiles, — more horror at iniquity 
than in thunder and lightning. 



PREPARATION NECESSARY BEFORE PRATER. 

AS Joseph thought not himself fit to be presented to 
Pharaoh before he was shaved and had changed 
his raiment ; as Bartim^us threw away his cloak when 
he was going towards our Saviour ; and as Moses was 
bid to put off his shoes before he approached to the 
bush where Qod appeared; so it behoveth every 
Christian, when he addresseth himself unto God by 
prayer, that he be prepared, that he cast away every 
thing that presseth, and the sin that doth so easily beset 
him. — Heb. xii. 



THE DEVa*S CHARGE, AND THE SINNER'S DISCHARGE. 

THERE is a story, how the devil appeared to a dying 
man, and shewed him a parchment roll which 
was very long, wherein was written on every side the 
sins of the poor sick man, which were many in number; 
and there were also written the idle words he had spoken, 
which made up three quarters of the words that he had 
spoken in his life, together with the false words, the 
unchaste words, and angry words ; afterwards came in 
rank his vain and ungodly words; and, lastly, his 
actions, digested according to the Commandments; 
whereupon Satan said, " See here, behold thy virtues ; 
see here what thy examination must be.'* Whereunto 
the poor sinner answered, " It is true, Satan ; but thou 
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ha«t not set down all, for thou shoaldst hav« added, and 
set down here below, *The blood of JeeuB Christ clean- 
seth us fro.m all our sins.' And this also shovld not have 
been forgotten, ^ That whosoever believeth in him shall 
not perish, but have everlasting life ; ' " whereupon the 
devil vanished. Thus, if the devil should muster up 
our sins, and set them in order before us, let but Christ 
be named in a faithful way, and he will give back, and 
fly away with all the speed that may be. 



THE IMMUTABILITY OF GOD'S JUSTICE. 

WHEN God appointed a surety, His Son, and charged 
our debts upon him to satii^ his justice ; in that, 
God would not spare his Son the koBt degree of punish- 
ment ; hereby the Lord shows a stronger love to justice 
than if he had damned ten thousand thousand crea- 
tures. Suppose a malefactor comes before a judge, he 
will not spare the malefactor, but commands satisfac- 
tion to the law ; this shows that the judge loves justice. 
But if the judge's own son be a delinquent, and it ap- 
pears before all the country that the judge will not 
spare him ; the judge now doth more honour justice in 
this than in condemning a thousand others. So when 
the Lord shall cast many thousands into hell, there to 
be tormented throughout eternity, it shews that God 
loves justice; but, when His own Son shall take our 
sins upon him, and He will not spare him, this surely 
declares God's love to righteousness more than if all 
the world should be damned. — Ambrose. 



A DAY OF grace FOR EVERY MAN. 

IT was day at Jerusalem in Christ's time ; at Ephesus, 
in St. John's time ; at Corinth, Phillippi, &c., in gt. 
Paul's time ; at Crete, in Titus' time ; at Alexandria, in St. 



BIBLE ILLUSTRATIONS. 77 

Mark's time ; at Smyrna, in Polycarp's time ; at Perga- 
mos, in Antipae' time; at Antioch, in Evodius and 
Ignatius* time ; at Constantinople, in St. Chrysostom's 
time ; at Hippo, in St. Augustine's time, &c. It is now 
night with most of them, and yet day with us. Jeru- 
salem had a day ; and every city, every nation, every 
church, every congregation, every man hath a day of 
grace, if he have but grace to take notice of it, hath an 
accepted time if he do but accept of it, and he may find 
God if he seek him in time ; but if he let the sun of right- 
eousness go down, and work not out his own salvation 
whilst it is called to-day, he must look for nothing but 
perpetual dariknese, when time will be swallowed up 
into eternity, when there will be no time at all. 



THR EVILS OF SLANDER. 

Am1n*8 good name is like a piece of white paper, 
which, if once blotted, will very hardly be got 
out again, so as to leave no print of it behind. It is 
like a merchant's estate, long a getting, but lost in a 
moment ; and when it is lost in the bottom of the sea, 
how shall it ever be recovered again ? What care and 
how circumspect, then, ought men to be in what they 
say of their brother ? not to steal and murder his good 
naiiie, which is as precious as life itself. And so to do, 
is a sin that God will not pardon, unless the party that 
is guilty make restitution, which is a work not easy to 
be done, yet God will accept of endeavours, if faithful 
and industrious. 



HUMILITY PRODUCES CONTENTMENT. 

rE sheep can live upon the bare commons, where 
the isX ox would be starved* A dinner of green 

8* 
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herbs relisheth well on the poor man's palate, whereas a 
stalled ox is but a coarse dish for the rich man's stomach. 
Thus an humble heart is content with a mean condition, 
takes up with hard commons, which a proud spirit would 
murmur at, and scorn to be owned by. 



BLESSINGS OF AFFLICTION. 

rB best ground untilled, soonest runs into rank 
weeds : such are God's children, overgrown with 
security, ere they are aware, unless they be well exer- 
cised both with God's plough of affiiction, and their 
own industry in meditation. — Bishop Hall. 



THE TERRORS OF A GUILTY CONSCIENCE. 

rpHB blind man in the gospel, newly recovering his 
X sight, imagined trees to be men ; and the soldiers of 
Burgundy, as Comines reports, expecting a battle, sup- 
posed thistles to be lances. Thus the wicked man fears 
where no fear is, the guilty conscience conceives every 
thistle to be a tree, every tree a man, every man a devil, 
afraid of every man that it sees, nay, many times of those 
that it sees not. Not much unlike to one that was very 
deep in debt, and had many creditors, who as he walked 
London streets in the evening, a tenterhook having 
catched his cloak, conceived some sergeant had arrested 
him. Thus the ill-conscienced man counts every creature 
he meets with, a bailift' sent from, God to punish him. 



NO APPEAL FROM GOD'S TRIBUNAL. 

AMONGST the judges of the earth, upon motion made 
by counsel, a man may have order for a hear- 
ing, and re-hearing of his cause, hearing upon hearing, 
a first and a second heajring. But with God it is not so, 



BIBLE ILLUSTRATIONS. 79 

tiiere 's no such rule in the court of Heaven, the motto 
that is written over that tribunal is, I shall be no more; 
for we may not die twice, to amend in our second death 
the errors of our first life; there is no reversing of 
judgment, no appeal from this judge to* that, or from 
one court to another. How doth it then concern us 
to condemn ourselves, before God condemn ua, and we 
kill sin in ourselves, before God kill ns in our sins. 



GOD'S WORD, THE RULE OP MAN'S ACTION. 

A CARPENTER, whcn he is working, doth see bj his eye, 
when he applieth the square to the wood, whether 
it be straight or not; but yet his eye (mthout the which 
he cannot see,) is not the judge to try whether the 
tree be straight or not, but only the square is the judge. 
So reason in man (without which he could not judge,) 
is not the square to try what is right or wrong in order 
to salvation, but religion, the word of God itself is the 
only rule and square ; for instance, reason cannot con- 
sider how faith justifieth a man, or whether works be 
an effect of faith or not, but reason can conclude, ex 
eoncessiSj of things granted ; if faith be the cause, and 
works the effect, then they must necessarily go together, 
and reason can go no higher. 



GOD'S MERCY ABOVE HIS JUSTICE. 

A MERCHANT that kceps a book of debit and credit, 
writes both what is owing him, and what he 
oweth himself, and then casteth up the whole; but God 
doth not so, his mercy is triumphant over his justice, 
and therefore he wipes oat what we owe him, and 
writes down that* only which he owes us, by promise; 
much like the clouds that receive ill vapours from us, 
yet return them to us again in sweet refreshing show« 
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era. The very consideration of tibis, may be as a fhll 
gale of wind in our sails, to put us on to load God's 
chronicle with thankfulness, writing upon ourselves, by 
a real profession of his service, as Aaron did ; holiness 
to the Lord. Surely our judgment is with the Lord, 
and our work with our Qt>d. 



THE BEAUTY OF SAINTS AT THE BESUEEBCTION. 

I HAVE stood in a smith's forge, and seen him put a 
rusty, cold, dull piece of iron into the fire, and after 
a while he had taken the very same individual piece 
of iron out of the fire, hot, bright, q>arkling; and thus 
it is with our bodies, they are laid down in the grave, 
dead, heavy, earthly j^ but at the resurrection thi& mor- 
tal shall put on immortality; at the general conflagra- 
tion, this dead, heavy, earthly body, shall arise living, 
lightsome, glorious ; which made Job so confident, " I 
know that my Redeemer liveth, &c. ; and though after 
my skin worms destroy my body, yet my flesh shall see 
God." 

PEAYSB SHOUJU) BE MADE WITHOUT GBASma. 

LET no man think it too much to require at the hands 
of men, at one and the self-same instant, both to 
attend their vocation and their prayer. For the mind 
of man is a very agile and nimble substance, and it is 
a wonderful thing to see how many things it will at one 
moment apply itself unto, without any confusion. Look 
but upon the musician; — while he is in his practice, 
he tunes his voice, fingers his instrument, reads his ditty, 
makes the note, observes the time ; all these things at 
one and the same instant, without any distraction or 
impediment : thus should men do in case of devotion, 
and in the common acts of our vocation let prayer bear 
a part. — Hales of Eton. 
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GOB TO BE 00K8ULTED IN ALL OUR UNDERTAEINQS. 

THB Israelites usually asked counsel of God by the 
Ephod, the Grecians by their Oracles, the Persians 
by their Magi, the Egyptians by their Hierophante, the 
Indians by their Gymnosophistfie, the ancient Gauls and 
Britons by their Druids, the Romans by their Augures, 
or Soothsayers. It was not lawfhl to propose any 
matter of moment in the senate, before their wizards 
had made observations from the heaven or sky. That 
which they did impiously and superstitiously, we may, 
nay, we ought to do in another sense, piously, relig- 
iously, conscionably, t. e. not to embark ourselves into 
any action of great importance and consequence, before 
we have observed, from heaven, not the flight of birds, 
not the houses of plaiv^ts, or their aspects or conjunc- 
tions, but the countenance of God, whether it shineth 
upon our enterprises or not, whether He ^uprove of our 
projects and designs or not. 



FAITH NECE8SABT IN TBHPTATION. 

AS a ship without its ballast is tossed and rocked at 
sea, and cannot endure the waves, so is that soul 
right unstable, and every hour apt to perish, which hath 
not faith in temptation. It is written of the cranes, 
that when they do intend, in stormy and troublesome 
weather, to fly over the sea, fearing lest that by the 
blasts of the wind, their bodies, which be but light, 
should be beaten into the sea, or be kept from the place 
whether they intend, they swallow some sand, and 
little stones into their bellies, whereby they are so 
moderately poised, that they are able to resist the 
raging of the wind. So it must be with every Christian, 
whilst they do crosp this troublesome world of sin and 
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great temptation. It is faith that must be their ballast, 
it is faith that must keep them upright, or recover' 
them when they are a-going. 



SUBMISSION TO GOD'S WILL. 

IT is for profit that men rise up early, and go to bed 
late, and eat of the bread of carefulness. The 
husbandman takes much pains, ploughs his ground, en- 
dures many sharp storms, and piercing winters. The 
merchant runs divers hazards abroad, difficulties at home, 
and all for profit. So should we be willing patiently 
and quietly, to submit ourselves to God's dealing with 
us in all conditions, humble ourselves to his wise and 
fatherly administrations, and take heed of murmuring, 
for he intendeth nothmg but (^r good, even the salva- 
tion of our souls, which is the chiefest good of all. 



THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL. 

PHILBTUS, a disciple of Hermogenes the conjuror, com- 
ing to dispute, and maintain an argument with St. 
James the elder, relied much upon his sophistry ; but 
the apostle preached Christ unto him with that power- 
fulness, that Philetus, returning back to his master^ told 
him, I went forth a conjuror, but am returned a Chris- 
tian. ! the power of divine truth ! If Peter do but 
preach, the Jews will cry out. Men and brethren, what 
shall we do to be saved ? Where the word goes along 
with the operation of the Blessed Spirit, crooked things 
will be made straight, mountains will be levelled with 
the valleys, sinners will become saints, and there will 
be a daily addition to the church of such as shall be 
saved. 
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EARNEST PRAYER BRINGS ASSURANCE. 

PRATIN0 times are sealing times, the same spirit that 
indites the prayer seals it up. When Hannah 
had put up her prayer, it is ^aid that her countenance 
was no more sad. The hearing of prayers is a mighty 
strengthening of &ith, and the strengthening of faith 
does strongly tend to assurance. Besides, Christians 
may pray for assurance, they may be importunate for a 
glimpse of God's &ce, for one beam—for one smile, and 
His love will not let Him deny them. Praying Chris- 
tians have much intercourse and communion with their 
God; and thus there may be a kind of national assur- 
ance, when God shall pour out a spirit of prayer and 
supplication upon His people, and they, with united and 
concentrated abilities, shall besiege the throne of grace, 
and there can be no doubt but at length He will yield 
up such a mer(^ to his praying people. — Culverwbll. 



BELIEVERS SHOUU) ENDEAVOUR TO WIN SOULS TO CHRIST. 

MEMORABLE is the story of Pyrrhias, a merchant of 
Ithaca, who on a time seeing an aged man 
captive in a pirate's ship, took compassion on him, and 
redeemed him, and with him bought likewise his com- 
modity, which the pirate had taken from him, being 
certain barrels of pitch. The old man perceiving, that 
not for any service that he could do him, nor for the 
gain of his commodity, but merely out of charity, 
Pyrrhias had done this, presently discovered unto him a 
great mass of treasure hidden in the pitch, whereby he 
grew exceedingly wealthy, having, not without divine 
providence, obtained an answerable blessing for so good 
an act of piety. Now, if God so bountifully requite the 
redemption of a poor old man from a corporal servitude, 
how much rather should every man contend to the 



84 BIBLE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

utmost of his power, ministers in the pulpit, magistrates 
ou their benches, masters in their families, every one 
by a good example to win a soul unto God, to redeem 
his brother from the thraldom of the devil, which is to 
save a soul from death. And for which they shall be 
honoured with the name of saviours, and their reward 
shall be that they shall shine like stars^ for ever and 
ever. 

FOROITENESS OF IN JXTRIEfiT COMM ANDEH. 

TT is worthy of observation, (and sveh as are conver- 
sant amongst little children, know it to be true^) 
that when they are taught to say the Lord's prayer, 
they are usually out at that petition, "Forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against 
us.'' The reason is, because of the harshness of the 
sound, the reiteration of one imd the same words, the 
multiplicity of the consonants, and the like. It were to 
be wished, that that which they are so often out at, we 
could be more frequently in at, that what is not easy 
for their shallow heads to conceive, may not be too hard 
for our more experimental hearts to practise. But it is 
hard indeed ; why else did Christ make a comment on 
that petition, passing by the other five, when He* taught 
his disciples to pray? And hence it is that injuries are 
registered in sheets of marble to all posterity, whilst 
benefits are written in the sand, ready to be dashed out 
by the foot of the next that passeth by. 



UNIVERSAL REPENTANCE. 

WE commend prisoners for their wisdom, who know- 
ing they are guilty more ways than one, desire 
that all the indictments may be brought in against 
them before the verdict pass upon them, that so they 
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might be thoroughly discharged. So he that arraigneth 
himself before the bw of Gk)d's justice, should not leave 
anything unrepented of, whereof he knoweth himself 
guilty, nor conceal any part of his misery that needeth 
the help of God's mercy. 



HEAVEN WORTH CONTENDING FOR. 

IP a man were assured, that there were made for him 
a great purchase in Spain, Turkey, or some other 
parts more remote, would he not adventure the dangers 
of the seas, and of his enemies also, if need were, that 
he might come to the enjoyment of his own ? Well, 
behold Jesus Christ hath made a purchase for us in 
Heaven, and there is nothing required on our parts, but 
that we will come and enjoy it. Why then should we 
ref»jse any pains, or fear anything in the way? Nay, 
we must strive to get in ; it may be that we shall be 
pinched in the entrance, for the gate is strait and low/ 
not like the gates of princes — ^lofty, roofed, and arched — 
so that we must be fain to leave our wealth behind us, 
and the pleasures of this life behind us ; yet enter we 
must, though we leave our skins, nay, our very lives, 
behind us ; for the purchase that is made, is worth ten 
thousand worlds ; not all the silks of Persia, not all the 
spices of Egypt, not all the gold of Ophir, not all the 
treasures of both Indies are to be compared to it. Who 
therefore would not contend for such a bargain, though 
he sold all to have it. 



JOY IN HEAVEN OVER A REPENTANT SINNER. 

AS a husbandman delights much in that ground that 
after long barrenness becomes fruitful ; as a cap- 
twn loves that soldier, that once fled away cowardly, 
and afterwards returns valiantly: even go God is won- 
9 
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derfully enamoared with a einner, that having once 
made shipwreck of a good conscience, yet at last re- 
turns, and swims to Heaven upon the plank of faith 
and repentance. 



THE MYSTERY OP ELECTION. 

ELECTION in itself is secret and mysterious, for it is 
from eternity, aad so there was none could know 
it but God alone. None could know election but He that 
made an election ; a being that is spanned by i;ime can- 
not reach to what was done from everlasting. You 
cannot imagine that nonentity should listen and hear 
what was whispered in the secret council of Heaven ; 
thou goest only by the clock of time, but those decrees 
were written with an eternal sunbeam; thou turnest up 
thy hour-glass of time, but these were measured by an 
infinite duration. Was it possible that Esau not born 
should see God frowning on him, or, that Jacob should 
perceive a smile ? God has a mind to keep it secret, 
and therefore he has set a seal upon it — not only a seal 
of certainty, but a seal of secrecy. — Culvbrwbll. 



UNWORTHY COMMUNICANTS CONDEMNED. 

CHILDREN, when they first put on new shoes, are very 
curious to keep them clean, scarce will they set 
their foot to the ground, for fear to dirty the soles of 
their shoes, yea, rather they will wipe them clean with 
their coats ; and yet perchance the next day, they will 
trample with the same shoes up to the ancles. Alas ! 
children's play is our earnest. On that day we receive 
the Sacrament, we are often over-precise, scrupling to 
say or do those things which lawfully we may. But we 
who are more tiian curious that day, are not so much as 
careful the n^xt day; and too often (what shall I say) 
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go on in sin up to the ancles, yea, our sins go oyer our 
heads. ^ 



GOOD ENDEAVOURS ASSISTED BY GOD. 

IT much perplexed Mary, how she should roll away 
the tomb-stone, and so purchase the sight of her 
beloved Master; but He that hath given his angels 
charge over His children, that they hurt not their foot 
against a stone, sent a messenger from heaven, to roll 
back that huge stone for her. Even as a loving father, 
when he carrieth his little child to the town, will let 
him alone to walk in the plain and fair way ; but when 
he cometh to slippery paths, he takes him by the hand, 
and in dirty passages bears him in his arms, and when 
he comes to a stild he gently lifts him over : so God, 
our heavenly Father, useth His dear children, if they 
endeavour to go as far as they may in the ways of His 
commandments, so £Etst as they can in the way to the 
celestial Jerusalem, He will assist them in danger, and 
help them over stiles of discouragements, take away 
all rubs of offence ; remove all blocks and hindrances 
in their passage; and the very great stone parting 
Christ and them, even whilst they least think of it, 
shall be rolled away. 



A GOOD MAN'S LIFE PRESERVED FOR THE GOOD OF OTHERS. 

RIVERS of themselves would run the straightest Mid 
directest way to the sea, as being greedy to pay 
tribute unto their great master, the ocean ; but Qod, in 
His wise disposal of all things, hath set here a mountain, 
and there a hill in the way, that so by turning and 
winding, now this way, now that way, and going 
further about, they might enrich the eskrik as they 
pass along with fertility and abundance. Thus a good 
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man, and a good Christian man, having but once tasted 
of G6d*8 love, 0, how he desires to be dissolved, and to 
be with Christ, he prays (but still with reference to God's 
will) that his hope may be turned into fruition, his faith 
into vision, and his love into perfect comprehension ; 
but God in His providence hath resolved upoo the 
negative, that his days shall be prolonged to do good 
unto others, that he may be serviceable in his place, to 
Him Mid his country. 



Sm TO BE AVOIDED, EVEN IN APPEARANCE. 

ST. AuGUSTlNB, in his confessions, maketh mention 
of his friend Alipius, that having resolved with 
himself never to look upon the fencers* prizes, was 
upon a time, through the importunity of his friends, 
drawn along to the theatre, where these bloody sports 
were performed, protesting that he would keep his eyes 
shut all the while, and not so much as once open them ; 
yet it so fell out that, upon a sudden great shout of the 
people, he looked about to see what the matter was ; 
whereupon he became another man, and altered his 
former course, so that his hatred to the sport was 
turned into love, and liking of it. It is opporttfnity 
(we say) that makes thieves. Look, what a clear foun- 
tain is to the thirsty, what a shade to the scorched 
traveller, such is occasion to a man that is accustomed 
to do evil. He that walketh in the sun is sure to be 
tanned x he that toudieth pitch shall be defiled. Physi- 
cians may ocmverse with sick men, and cure them ; but 
if their diseases be dangerous or contagious, they will 
not easily adventure on them, lest that in curing others 
they should kill themselves. Vices are of the same 
nature, and vidous persons and places are alike dan- 
gerous, and therefore to be shuimed 
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AFFLICTIONS FOLLOW THE GODLY IN THIS LIFE. 

HE that goetli towards the sun, shall have his shadow 
follow him, but he that runneth from it shall 
have it fly before him. So he that marcheth with his 
face towards the sun of righteousness, that setteth him- 
self to do the things that may be done without offence 
to God and man, shall be ^re to have afflictions close 
at hiB heels ; as for him, that hath his back upon Christ, 
that maketh a trade of sin, his sorrows and vexations of 
spirit, like the shadow, are still before him in this world, 
but they will be sure to meet him in another. 



THE NATURAL MAN. 

rE natural man is a spiritual monster. His heart 
is where his feet should be, fixed upon earth; his 
heels are lifted up against heaven, which his heart 
should be set on. His face is towards hell ; his back 
towards heaven. He loves what he should hate, and 
hates what he should love ; joys in what he ought to 
mourn for, and mourns for what he ought to rejoice in : 
glories in his shame, and is ashamed of his glory; 
abhors what he should desire, and desires what he 
should abhor. — Boston. 



UNWORTHY COMMUNICANTS CONDEMNED. 

IT was a smart and piercing speech of St. Ambrose to 
Theodosius, offering himself to tbo table of the 
Lord, What ! wilt thou reach forth those hands of thine, 
yet dropping with the blood of innocents, slaughtered 
at Thessaloniea, and with them lay hold upon the most 
holy body of the Lord? Or wilt thou offer to put that 
precious blood in thy mouth ? &c. The likt> may be 
said to many coming to the Sacrament, that instead 
9* 
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of washing their hands in innocency, they rinse tl^em 
in the blood of innocents. What ! will they reach forth 
those hands of theirs, defiled with blood, with the blood 
of oppression ; those fingers of theirs defiled with ini- 
quity, and with those hands and fingers touch those 
holy mysteries? with those lips of theirs, that have 
drivelled out such a deal of filthy communication ; with 
those mouths which have drunk of the cup of devils ; 
with those mouths and lips, will they offer to drink the 
precious blood of Christ ? Is it not sin enough that 
with their sins they have already defiled their hands, 
fingers, lips, mouths, but that now also they will ne^ds 
come and defile the Lord's.table, and impudently crowd 
in to the Sacrament, when they come piping hot out 
of their sins and provocations.^ 



PROSPERITY OP THE WICKED A STUMBLING-BLOCK TO THE 

GODLY. 

DiOdBNBS the Cynic, seeing Harpalus, a vicious fellow, 
still thriving in the world, he was bold to say, that 
wicked Harpalus, his living long in prosperity, was an 
argument, that God had cast off his care of the world, 
that he cared not which end went forward ; but he was 
a heathen. Yet for all that, the lights of the sanctuary 
have burnt dim, stars of no small magnitude have 
twinkled ; men of eminent parts, famous in tiieir gener- 
ations for religion and piety, have staggered in their 
judgment, to see the flourishing estate of the wicked. 
It made Job to complain (chap. xxiv. 12), and Jeremiah 
to expostulate with God (chap, xii.) ; and David was 
even ready to sink, in seeing the prosperity of ungodly 
men (Psal. xxxvii.), to see the one in wealth, the other 
in want ; the one honourable, the other despised ; the 
one upon a throne, the other on a dunghill. 
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NOT TO BE CHILDREN IN UNDERSTANDING. 

ALITTLB child never thinks he shall be a man himself, 
and maintain himself, and live in the world by his 
own labour, or by the patrimony, which at years of dis- 
cretion shall be due unto him ; he cares for nothing but 
meat and drink, looks after nothing but sport and 
pastime : come day, go day, GU>d send night, that 's all 
his care. Most of us are even such, we blame the child's 
folly, and laugh at it as ridiculous, yet we build houses, 
purchase lands, lay house to house, land to land, and all 
to raise up a glorious name to posterity, and to make a 
great show in the world ; but for the getting of grace, 
for the gaining of faith, and hope, and love, and repent- 
ance, none of our thoughts are so bestowed ; and is not 
this to be children in understanding ? 1 Cor. xiv. 20. 

GOD'S OMNIPOTENCE. 

GOD is in heaven. He doth whatsoever He will. There 
is not any in heaven, or earth, or sea, be it body 
or spirit, which is not at His devotion, and waiteth not 
at His beck; the greatest do Him homage, the smallest 
do Him service. What is greater than the heaven? 
yet if Joshua pray unto Him, that ever-wheeling body 
shall cease his diurnal motion. The sun shall stand still 
in Gibeon, and the moon in Ajalon. That which cometh 
forth as a giant, and rejoiceth to run his course, to satisfy 
Hezekiah, and to confirm his £ftith, shall fly back as a 
coward ten degrees at once, as then it appeared by the 
dial of Ahaz. What is ruder or more unfit to be dealt 
with than the earth ? yet at His pleasure He shaketh 
both earth and sea. What is more pure, a more excel- 
lent and subtile essence than the angels ? yet He hath 
bound up four of^them in the river Euphrates, and 
dthough they be prepared at an hour, and at a day, 
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and a*, a moment, and at a year, to slay the third part 
of men; yet these angels cannot stir nntil they be 
loosed by His special commandment. Unconceivable 
is His majesty, unestimable is His power : the highest 
things and the lowest, the greatest and the weakest, do 
obey him. 



NO TRUB COMPORT BUT IN GOD. 

WHIN a man walketh in the snn, if his face be tow- 
ards it, he hath nothing before him but bright 
shining light, and comfortable heat ; but let him once 
turn his back to the sun, what hath he before him but 
a shadow ? And what is a shadow, but the privation 
of light, and heat of the sun? yea, it is but to behold 
his own shadow, defrauding himself of the other. Thus 
there is no true wisdom, no true happiness, no real 
comfort but in beholding the countenance of God ; look 
from that, and we lose these blessings ; and what shall 
we gain ? a shadow, an empty ims^e ; instead of a sub- 
stantial, to gain an empty image of ourselves, and los^ 
the solid image of God ; yet this is the common folly 
of the world, men prefer this shadow before that sub- 
stance, whereas there is not the least appearance of any 
true comfort but in God only. 



REPENTANT TEARS. 

WBEFme hatii a voice. Ps. vi. & And as music mpon 
the water sounds farther, Mid more harmonioualy 
than upon the land: so prayers joined with tears cry 
louder in God's ears, and make sweeter music than 
when tears are absent. When Antipater had written a 
large letter against Alexander's mother unto Alexander, 
the king answered him. One tear from my mother will 
wash away all her £ftults. So it is with God ; a penitent 
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tear is an undeniable ambassador, and never retuma 
from the throne of grace unsstisfied. 



THE HOLY SPIRIT'S AID IN PRAYER. 

AS the sails of a ship carry it into the harbour, so 
prayer carries us to the throne and bosom of God. 
But as the sails cannot of themselves speed the progress 
of a vessel unless filled with a favorable breeze, so the 
Holy Spirit must breathe upon our hearts, or our pray- 
ers will be motionless and lifeless. — Toplady. 



WORLDLY THOUGHTS SH0T7LD BB PUT ASIDE DURING GOD'S 
WORSHIP. 

ABRAHAM, when he went to sacrifice his son on Mount 
Moriah, seeing the place afar off, said unto the 
young men that were with him, "Abide ye here with 
the ass, and I and the lad will go yonder and worship." 
He saw, and knew well enough, that if they had gone 
along with him, they would have distracted and troubled 
him, and hindered him in the sacrifice; they would have 
cried out, and have made such a noise; they would have 
hung like so many weights i\pon his arms, that with no 
freedom or quietness he could have performed the sacri- 
fice ; and therefore, when he saw the place a&r off, he 
prq[>ared himself, and bade them stay behind. The like 
should our care be, when we see Hie time afar off, that 
we should receive the saciiament, especially when we see 
the time draw near, and at hand, thei^eery evening before ; 
w% th^i should set aside all our thoughts and business, 
all worldly cares and employments, and bid them wholly 
stand aside, and suffer them not only not to go to the 
Mount with us, but not to go into our closets and secret 
chambers with us, but shut them out of doors, make 
them dance attendance there, that we may- perform the 
duty with more comfort and freedom. 
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THE PLEASURES OF SIN FOLLOWED BT ETERNAL dORBOW. 

IT is written of Lysimachus, that having his city be- 
sieged, and himself, together with his whole army, 
being in great danger of perishing by thirst, in exchange 
for a cup of cold water, he delivered up the keys of the 
city to his enemy, which cold comfort he had no sooner 
tasted, but his tongue bewrayed the grief of his heart, 
saying : O that in lieu of so momentary a pleasure, I 
should be made, of a sovereign, a servant ; of a king, a 
captive. It were to be wished, that every one would 
apply this, and meditate with Hierom, what shall the 
fornicator get, enduring an ocean of torture for a drop 
of pleasure ? Sweet meat must have sour sauce, says 
another. 0, that men therefore would forget the be- 
ginning, and only behold the end of these delights, 
and consider, with the apostle, that God is an avenger 
of such things. 



BULNESS AND DROWSINESS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD) 
REPROVED. 

IT is reported of Constantine the Great, that when 
divine service was read, he would help the minis- 
ter to begin the prayer, and to read the verses of the 
Psalms interchangeably; and when there was a sermon, 
if any place of special importance were alleged, that he 
would turn his Bible, to imprint the place the better in 
his mind, both by hearing and seeing it, and being as 
it were ravished with those things which he heard, ke 
would start up suddenly out of his throne and chair of 
state, and would stand a long while to hear more dili- 
gently; and though they which were next him did put 
him in mind to remetnber himself, yet he heard the word 
so attentively, that he would not ^ve any ear at all 
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unto th^tn : How wonderfully should this confound us, 
that are every way inferior, when we hear emperors 
and mighty kings shew such a good heart in hearing 
of the word of God, to he so cheerful in the service of 
God ; and we in the meantime to have such heavy and 
dull spirits, as to be never a whit moved or affected 
with the same ; that though Christ talk with us never 
so comfortably in the way, yet our hearts are not so 
much as warmed within us, though He knocketh at 
the door, yet we. will not lift up the latch to let Hi*n 
in, and though our well-beloved speak, yet we will not 
hearken unto him. 



THE BENEFIT OP AFFLICTIONS. 

SPRiNa water smoketh, when all other waters of the 
river and the channel are frozen up, that water is 
living whilst they are dead. All experience teacheth 
us, that well-waters arising from deep springs are hot- 
ter in winter than in summer, the outward cold doth 
keep in, and double their inward heat Such is a true 
Christian in the evil day; his life of grace gets more 
vigour by opposition ; he had not been so gracious, if 
the times had been better; I will not say, he may thank 
his enemies, but I must say, he may thank God for his 
enemies. 



THE OLD AND THE NEW DISPENSATIONS. 

ST. Paul resembleth the different conditions of the 
church under the two Testaments, to the different 
conditions of a child, when he is in his nonage, though 
he be heir, and when he is come to his full age. While 
he is v^ his nonage, though he be heir, yet he is kept in 
awe, and under a pedagogue ; but when he cometh to 
ftill age, his father affords him a more cheerfdl counte- 



96 BIBLB ILLUSTRATIONS. 

nance, and a more liberal maintenance. Even so under 
the law, the chordi was kept under and Bcanted of 
grace; but under the goepel she is more free, and en- 
dued with a more plentiful measure of God's holy g^irtt. 



THE MAGNITUDE OF EVERT SIN. 

I WILL account no sin little, since there is not the least 
but woiks ibe death of the soul. It is all one 
whether I be drowned near the shore or in the midst 
pf the sea. — Bisbop Hall. 



ALL HAVE NOT THE SAME MEASURE OF GRACE. 

CHRIST hath the fulness of grace, we, but every one 
his proportion, according to our capacities ; even 
as from the sun, every man receives a beam of the same 
kind, though not the same beam ; or from a tree every 
man gathereth an apple, though not the same apple; 
or out of a river, every man drink^h a draught of tiie 
samb water, but not the same draught of water; even 
so all do partake of the same Christ, but not in the same 
measure ; and no man whole Christ, by whole, I mean 
totum Ohrutif though ev^y man doth receive Him whole, 
that is, totum ChruAum; every man hath Christ alike 
intensive, though extensive all have Him not alike, and 
yet every man hath his fhll measure, as it was in Manna, 
he that gathered more had not too much, and he that 
gathered less had enough. 



THE UNION OF BODY AND SOUL IN THE RESURRECTION. 

1T7HEN we pluck down a house, with intent to rebuild 

VY it, or repair t^e ruins of it, we warn the inhabitants 

out of it, lest they should be soiled with the dust and 

rubbish, or offended with the noise, and so for a time 
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provide some other place for them ; but when we have 
new trimmed and dressed up the house, then we bring 
them back to a better habitation. Thus God, when he 
overturneth this rotten room of our flesh, calleth out the 
soul for a little time, and lodgeth it with himself in some 
corner of His kingdom, repaireth the imperfections of our 
bodies against the resurrection, and then having made 
them beautiful, yea, glorious and incorruptible, he doth 
put our souls back again into their acquainted mansions. 



THB POWER OP CHRIST TO REVIVE THE DEAD IN SIN. 

WHEN the Israelites were burying a man, for fear of 
the soldiers of the Moabites, they cast him for 
haste into the sepulchre of Elisha. Now the dead man, 
as soon as he was down, and had touched the body of 
the pr<^h6t, he recovered, and stood upon his feet ; so, 
let a man that is dead in sin be cast into the grave of 
Christ, that is, let him by faith but touch Christ dead 
and buried, it will so come to pass, that he shall be 
raised from death, and bondage of sin, to become a 
new man. 



THE POWERFUL EFFECT OF FAITHFUL PREACHING. 

EUTYOHUS in Ihe Acts is an emblem of a Christian in 
temptation. He fell from an high loft, and was 
taken up dead, and so reputed of all that were then 
present ; but Paul laid himself upon him, and embraced 
him, and found life in him, and set him on his legs 
again. So though a man fell high from heavenly grace, 
to the very pit of hell (if it were possible), yet he may 
be raised again by some skilful Paul, some painful 
preacher, applying the comforts of the gospel, and 
shewing that his life is not altogether extinguished, but 
hid only with God in Christ Jesus. 
10 
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QBACE IN THE GHRIOTIAH'8 BBART NEVER OOMPLETELT LOST. 

LOOK upon a coal covered with ashes, there 's nothing 
appearing in the heap but only dead ashes ; there 's 
neither light, nor smoke, nor heat, and yet when those 
embers are stirred to the bottom, there are found some 
living gledes, which do but contain fire, and are apt to 
propagate it Many a Christian breast is like this 
hearth, no life of grace appearing there for the time, 
either to his own sense, or the apprehension of others ; 
whilst the season of temptation lasteth, all seems cold 
and dead ; yet still at the worst, there is a secret coal 
from the altar of heaven raked up in their bosom, 
which, upon the gracious motions of the Almighty, doth 
both bewray some remainders of that divine fire, and is 
easily raised to a perfect flame; let no man therefore 
deject himself, or censure others, for the utter extincticm 
of that spirit, which doth but hide itself in the soul for 
a glorious adviuitage. 

SATAN'S POLICY IN TEMPTING. 

THE cameleon, when he lies on the grass to catch flies 
and grasshoppers, taketh upon him the colour of 
the grass, as the Polypus doth the colour of the rock, 
under which he lurketh, that the fish may boldly come 
near him without any suspicion of danger. In like 
manner, Satan turneth himself into that shape which 
we least fear, and sets before us such objects of temp- 
tation as are most agreeable to our natures, that so he 
may the sooner draw us into his net; he sails with 
every wind, and blows us that way which we incline 
of ourselves through the weakness of nature. • Is our 
knowledge in matter of faith deficient ? He tempts us 
to error. Is our conscience tender ? He tempts us to' 
scrupulosity, and too much preciseness. Hath our con- 
science, like the Ecliptic line, some latitude ? He tempts 
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us to carnal liberty. Are we bold spirited? He tempts 
us to presumption. Are we timorous and distrustfdl? 
He tempteth us to desperation. Are we of a flexible 
disposition ? He tempteth us to inconstancy. Are we 
stiff? He labours to make obstinate heretics, schis- 
maticff, or rebels of us. Are we of an austere temper? 
He tempteth us to cruelty. Are we soft and mild ? He 
tempteth us to indulgence and foolish pity. Are we hot 
in matters of religion ? He tempteth us to blind zeal 
and superstition. Are we cold ? He tempteth us to 
Laodicean lukewarmness. Thus doth he lay his traps 
in our way, that one way or other he may ensnare us. 

FLESH AND SPIRIT, THEIR OPPOSITION. 

ANSBLM, Archbishop of Canterbury, as he was passing 
on the way, espied a boy with a bird tied in a string 
to a stone, the bird was still taking wing to fly away, but 
the stone kept her down. The holy man made good use 
of this sight, and bursting out into tears, said, Eveu so it 
is betwixt the flesh and the spirit ; the spirit is willing 
to mount upwards in heavenly thoughts and contempla- 
tion, but the flesh keepeth it down, and, if possible, would 
not admit of the least thought of heaven. 

EVIL COMPANY TO BE SHUNNED. 

IT is better and safer to ride alone, than to have a 
thief's company ; and such is a wicked man, who 
will rob thee of precious time, if he do thee no more 
mischief. The Nazarites, who might drink no wine, 
were also forbidden to eat grapes, whereof wine is made. 
So we must not only avoid sin in itself, but also the 
causes and occasions thereof, amongst which, bad com- 
pany (the lime-twigs of the devil) is the chiefest, espe- 
cially to catch those natures, which, like the good-fellow 
planet Mercury, are most swayed by others. 
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FORMALISTS CONDEMNED. 

MEN put on clean linen, their best clothes, and how 
often do they look in a glass, to see that all be 
handsome, before they show themselves in the church 
to their neighbours ; and it is hoped, that they, which 
will not come slovenly before their neighbours, will not 
appear sordidly before the Lord of heaven and earth ; 
and withal remember, that God that approveth this 
outward decency, requireth the inward much more ; he 
will have us lift up to him, not only clean, but pure 
hands also. A neat outside, and slovenly inside, is like 
a painted sepulchre, full of dead men's bones. And it 
is to be feared, that most of our churches, in the time 
of God's service, are full of such tombs. There are 
generations that are clean in their own eyes, but are 
not washed from their filthiness. 

THE BIBLE. 

I HAVE many books that I cannot sit down to read ; 
they are indeed good and sound, but, like half- 
pence, there goes a great quantity to a small amount, 
there are silver books and a very few golden ones; but 
I have one book worth more than all, called the Bible. 
— Newton. 



HE THAT KNOWS CHRIST WILL CONFESS HIM. 

ST. Augustine, in his confessions, relates an excellent 
story of one Victorinus, a great man at Rome, that- 
had many great friends that were heathens; but it 
pleased God to convert him to the Christian religion, 
and he came to one Simplicianus, and tells him secretly 
that he was a Christian. Simplicianus answers, I will 
not believe thee to be a Christian, till I see thee ojenly 
profess it in the church. At first, Victorinus derided 



BIBLE ILLUaTRATIOKS. 101 

his answer, and said, What! do thie church walls make 
a Christian ? But afterwards, remembering that saying 
of our Saviour, He that is ashamed of me before men, 
&c. (Mark viii. 88), he returns to Simplicianus, and pro- 
fesseth himself openly to be a Christian. And let this 
text of Christ always sound in our ears also ; and that 
of the Revelation, where the fearful, such as Nicode- 
mus, such night-walkers in religion, such as are faint- 
hearted in the profession of Christ, are put in the fore- 
front of those that shall go to hell, before murderers, 
whore-mongers, adulterers, &c. 



THE WORD TO BE PRACTISED AS WELL AS PREACHED. 

THERE was a ridiculoiis actor in the city of Smyrna, 
who, pronouncing "0 ccelum'' (O heaven), pointed 
with his finger towards the ground; which when Pole- 
mo, the chiefest man in the place, saw, he could abide 
to stay no longer, but went from the company in a 
great chase, saying, "This fool hath made a solecism 
with his hand, he hath spoken false Latin with his fin- 
ger.** And such are they who teach well and do ill: 
that, however they have heaven at their tongue's end, 
yet the earth is at their finger's end ; such as do not 
only speak false Latin with their tongue, but false di- 
vinity with their hands : such as live not according to 
tbeir preaching. But He that sits in the heavens will 
laugh them to scorn, and hiss them off the stage, if 
they do not mend their action. / 



WHAT THE SAINTS IN GLORY WILL BEHOLD, 

ST. Augustine was wont to wish three thipgs : First, 
That he might have seen Christ in the flesh ; Sec- 
ondly, That he might have heard St. Paul preach; 
Thirdly, That he might have seen Rome in its glory. 
10* 
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Alas ! these are small matters to tiiat which Angastine 
and all the saints in glory do now behold ; there they 
see not Christ in the form of a servant, but Christ in 
his kingdom, in majesty and glory; not Paul preaching 
in weakness and contempt, but Paul, with millions more, ^ 
r€j]oicing and triumphing; not persecuting Rome in 
fading glory, but Jerusalem which is above, in perfect 
beau^ and splendour. And there they hear, too, not 
Elijah, Isaiah, Daniel, with all the prophets of old; 
Peter, John, James, Jude, apostles of the New Testa- 
ment preaching to an obstinate people, in imprison- 
ment, persecution, and reproach, but triumphing in the 
praises of their God, who hath thus advanced them. 



GOD, A MIGHTY GOD. 

CANUTE, a king of this land, when flatterers magnified 
his power and did almost deify him, to confute 
them, caused his chair to be set by the sea-shore, at 
the time of the flood, and, sitting in his majesty, com- 
manded the waves, that they should not approach his 
throne. But when the tide kept his course, and wet his 
garments, "Lo!*' saith he, "what a mighty king I am 
by sea and land, whose command every wave dareth to 
resist." Here, now, was weakness joiiied with might. 
It is otherwise with God, he is a mighty God. It ap- 
pears in the epithet that is added unto El, which is 
CHbhor^ importing that He is a God of prevailing might, 
whom the winds and seas obey. In Daniel Jie is called 
El Elim, the Mighty of Mighties. Whereupon Moses, 
magnifying His might, saith, "Who is like unto thee, 
O Lord, amongst the gods ?" Which words, being ab- 
breviated, the Maccabees, in their wars against their 
enemies, did bear on T^heir standard, and hence (as 
the learned have observed) did take their name of Mac- 
cabees. Certainly this epithet is a just ground of that, 
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which King David persuades, " Give unto the Lonl, O 
ye mighty, give unto the Lord glory and strength." 

CONFIDENCE IN GOD OUR FATHER. 

rBRB is an excellent story of a young man, who was 
at sea in a mighty raging tempest, and when all 
the passengers were at their wits* end for fear, he only 
was merry; and when he was asked the reason of his 
mirth, he answered, " That the pilot of the ship was his 
father, and he knew his father would have a care of 
him." The great and wise God, who is our Father, 
hath from all eternity decreed what shall be the issue 
of all wars, what the event of all troubles. He is our 
Pilot, he sits at the stern ; atd though the ship of the 
Church or State be in a sinking condition, yet be of 
good comfort, our Pilot will have a care of us. There 
is nothing done in the lower House of Parliament on 
earth, but what is first decreed in the higher House in 
heaven. All the lesser wheels are ordered and over- 
ruled by the upper. "Are not five sparrows," saith 
Christ, " sold for two farthings, and not one of them is 

forgotten before God Fear not, therefore, ye are 

of more value than many sparrows." 

THE DIGNITY OP THE CHRISTIAN. 

SIMEON, the son of Onias, was as a fair olive tree that 
is fruitful, and as a cypress tree, which groweth up 
to the clouds. A cypress tree is high, but barren ; an 
olive tree is fruitful, but low. So a Christian is (or 
ought to be) not only a cypress tree, reaching high in 
preferment and worldly honour, but he must also be 
low as the olive tree, bringing forth fruit with patience; 
like Simeon, neither low nor barren ; though an olive, 
yet as high as the cypress ; though a cypress, yet as 
fruitful as the olive tree. 
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eoD's msBcr in judgment. 

NON %oXfi detu subrepercj ^e.y saith Chrysostom : God, 
when he doth any great work in the world, steal- 
eth not upon the world, He giveth a warning piece he- 
fore He diflchargeth His arming pieoe* So did He be- 
fore He brought on the flood, before He delivered Hia 
people out of Egypt, before He gave the Jews over 
unto the Babylonian captivity. We cannot read these 
stories but we must needs find in them God's palpable 
harbingers ; so that if men be surprised, it is not be- 
cause they are not forewarned, but because they will 
take no warning. 

THE U8E AND ABUSE OF RICHES. 

WHEN a man taketh a heavy trunk, full of plate or 
money, upon his shoulder^, it maketh him stoop, 
and boweth him towards the ground ; but if the same 
weight be put under his feet, it lifketh him up from the 
ground. In like manner, if we put our wealth and 
riches above us, preferring them to our salvation, they 
will press us down to the ground, if not to hell with 
their very weight ; but if we put them imder our feet, 
and tread upon them as slaves and vassals to us, and 
quite contemn them in respect of heavenly treasure, 
they will raise us up towards heaven. 

TRUE FAITH. 

THE trial of faith is by finding what we will do for 
God. To trust Him when we have the securities 
in our own iron chest is easy, and not thankworthy. 
But to depend on Him for what we cannot secj as it is 
more hard for man to do, so it is more acceptable to 
God when done, for in that act we make confession of 
His deity. — Feltham. 
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DEFORMITY OP BODY NOT TO BE CONTEMNED. 

AN Emperor of Germany coming by chance on a Sun- 
day into church, found there a misshapen priest, 
insomuch that the emperor scorned and despised him. 
But when he heard him read these words in the service, 
"For it is He that made us, not we ourselves," the em- 
peror checked his own proud thoughts, and made in- 
quiry into the quality and condition of the man, and 
finding him, on examination, to be most learned and 
devout, he made him Archbishop of Colen, which place 
he did excellently discharge. Mock not at those, then, 
who are misshapen by nature : there is the same reason 
of the poor and of the deformed, he that despiseth them, 
despiseth God that made them. A poor man is a picture 
of God*s own making, but set in a plain frame, not 
gilded ; and a deformed man is also his workmanship, 
but not drawn with even lines and lively colours. The 
former not for want of wealth, as the latter not for want 
of skill, but both for the pleasure of the Maker ; and 
many times their souls have been the chapels of sanc- 
tity, whose bodies have been the hospitals of deformity. 

FAITH IN CHRIST OUB ONLY 8UP?0BT AT DEATH. 

IN that famous battle at Leuctra, where the Thebans 
got a signal victory, but their captain, Epaminondas, 
his death wound, it is reported that Epaminondas, a 
Uttle before his death, demanded whether his buckler 
was taken by the enemy; and when he understood that 
it was safe, and that they had not so much as laid their 
hands on it, he died most willingly and cheerfully. Such 
is the resolution of a valiant soldier of Christ Jesus when 
he is wounded even to death; he hath an eye to his 
shield of faith, and finding that to be safe out of the 
etiemy's danger, his soul maircheth courageously out of 
this world, singing St. Paul's triumphant song, " I have 
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fought a good fight, I have finished my eoorse, I have 
kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness." 

NOT TO CONTINUE IN ANGEB. 

THE English, by command from William the Con- 
queror, always raked up their fires and put out 
their candles when the curfew bell was rung ; some part 
of which laudable custom of those times remaineth 
yet, in the ringing of our eight or nine o'clock bell. 
Let it then mind us thus much, that the sun go not down 
upon our wrath ; let it not carry news to the antipodes 
in another world of our revengeful nature, but rather 
quench all sparks of anger, rake up all heat of passion 
that may arise within us. 

THE GREAT GLORY OP BELIEVERS IN HEAVEN. 

WHEN Oyneas, the ambassador of Pyrrhus, after his 
return from Rome, was asked by his master what 
he thought of the city and state, he answered and* said, 
That it seemed to him to be a state of none but great 
statesmen, and a commonwealth of kings. Such is 
heaven; no other than a parliameut of emperors, a 
commonwealth of kings ; every humble faithful soul in 
*that kingdom is co-heir with Christ, hath a robe ot 
honour, and a sceptre of power, and a throne of ma- 
jesty, and a crown of glory. 

COVETOUSNESS AND CONTENTMENT INCONSISTENT. 

IT is one property which, they say, is required of those 
who seek for the philosopher's stone, that they 
must not do it with any covetous desire to be ricdi, for 
otherwise they shall never find it. But mosl^tme it is, 
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that whosoever would have the jewel of contentment 
(which turns all into gold, yea, want into wealth), musj 
come with minds divested of all ambitious and covetous 
thoughts, else are they likely never to obtain it. 

THE SAD EFFECTS OF A WOUNDED CONSCIENCE. 

Ir a man be sick, wear he never so stately robes, he 
minds them not ; have he nevef so dainty fare, he 
relisheth it not ; lay him in never so soft a bed, yet he 
cannot rest; his diseased body feels nothing but the 
afflicting peccant humour. Even so when the remorse 
of conscience works, all our gifts and parts, be they 
never so great, appear not: riches, though in great 
abundance, satisfy not; honours, preferment, though 
never so eminent, advantage not; though we have 
them all fwr the present, yet we have not the uBe of 
them ; we see, we hear, but we feel nothing but sin, as 
experience teaoheth them that have been distressed in 
this kind. 

GOD'S BLESSING UPON DILIGENCE. 

AS the sons of the husbandman in the fable, who be- 
ing told by their father, lying on his death-bed, 
that he left mueh gold buried under the ground in his 
vineyard, fell a delving and digging all about the vines ; 
and though they found no gold, yet by stirring the 
mould about the roots of the trees, gained a great vin- 
tage that year. Even so it falleth out in the labour of 
our calling, though by them we reap not always that 
which we expect, and the world so much looks after, 
riches, preferment, &c., yet thereby we may manure, (if 
I may so say,) tiie ground of our hearts, and gain great 
store of those fruits, peace of conscience, joy in the Holy 
Ghoet, the blessing of God, such as the branches that 
are grafted in the true vine, Christ Jesus, bear. 
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THE GRACE OP GOD IN ELECTION. 

MAKE your caHing sure^ and by that your election, fo? 
that being done, this follows of itself. We are not 
to pry immediately into the decree, but to read it in the 
performance. Though the mariner sees not the pole-star, 
yet the needle of tiie compass which points to it telto 
him which way he sails ; thus the heart which is touched 
with the loadstone of divine love, trembling with godly 
fear, and yet still looking towards God by fixed be- 
lieving points at the love of election, tells the soul that 
its course is heavenward towards the haven of eternal 
rest. He that loves maybe sure he was loved first, and 
he th£^ chooses Gk)d for his delight and portion may 
conclude, confidently, that God hath chosen him to bo 
one of those that shall enjoy Him and be happy in 
Him forever, for that our love and electing of Him is 
but the return of the beams of His love shining upon 
us. — Leiqhton. 



THE WICKED, GOD*S INSTRUMENTS IN THE AFFLICTIONS OF 
BELIEVERS. 

SOLiNXJS writeth of Hypanis, a Scythian river, that the 
water thereof is very bitter as it passeth through 
Exampius, yet very sweet in the spring. So the cup of 
trembling, which is offered to the children of God, is 
often very bitter at the second hand, as it is ministered 
unto them by profane persons, such as are haters of 
God, and despisers of goodness ; yet is it sweet at the 
first hand, as it is sent them from heaven. What Christ 
said to Pilate when vaunting of the power and authority 
that he had over him, the feeblest Christian may reply to 
the greatest potentate on earth, — ^^ Thou couldeet have 
no power at all i^gainst me, except it were given thee from 
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above." The wicked may have a will to hurt them, but 
power they have none, unless it be given them from 
above by God, who can and doth often execute his 
judgments by unjust ministers, by the very worst of 
men ; and let them intend never so much evil, plot 
never so much mischief against his servants, yet he 
will turn it to their good. 



NEGLECT OF PRAYER CONDEMNED. 

IT is observable that amongst the worst of men, Turks, 
and the worst of Turks, the Moors, it is a just ex- 
ception against any witness by their law, that he hath 
not prayed six times in every natural day; it being 
usual with them, that before the day break, they pray 
for day ; when it is day, they give thanks for day ; at 
noon, they thank God for half die day past ; after that, 
they pray for a good sunset ; after that, they thank God 
for the day past ; and, lastly, pray for a good night aft;er 
their day. Shall not stich as these rise up against many 
Christians amongst us who suffer so many suns and 
moons to rise and set upon tiieir heads, and never lift 
up their hearts to their Creator, to ask his blessings or 
to acknowledge it ; such as rush into the afiairs of God, 
and of their calling, and thrust themselves into actions 
either perilous or important, without ever lifting up 
their eyes unto the God of heaven, as if they made good 
that slanderous speech which Surius the Jesuit cast 
upon Martin Luther, " This business was neither begun 
for God, nor shall be ended for him.'* 



CARES AND CROWNS INSEPARABLE. 

rB emblem of EIng Henry Vll. in the windows of 
all his buildings was a cr^wn in a bush of thorns ; 
wherefore, or with what historical allusion he did so, is 
11 
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uncertain ; but surely it was to imply thus much, that 
great places are not free from great cares ; that no man 
knows the weight of a sceptre but he that sways it. 
This made Saul hide himself among the stuff when he 
should^have been made a king. Many a sleepless night, 
many a restless day, and many a busy shift will their 
ambition cost them that affect such places of eminence ; 
besides, high places are slippery, and as it is easy to 
fall, so the ruin is deep, and the recovery difficult. 



CONSTANCY IN THE PATH OF DUTY. 

HK that intends to meet with one in a gnat fair, and 
knows not where he is, may sooner find him by 
standing still in some eminent place there, than by trav- 
ersing it up and down. Thus, having taken thy stand 
upon some ground in religion, and keeping thy station 
in a fixed posture, never hunting rfter the times to fol- 
low them, 'tis a hundred to one but they will come to 
thee once in thy lifetime. Do but fear God, and rever- 
ence thy superiors ; stick close to the principles of obe- 
dience to tlie one, and of respect to tiie other, and it 
is more than an even lay, that such as are given to 
change, such as have betaken themselves to new lights 
in the ways of Gk)d, and can dispense with their engage- 
ment to him that is set over them, will come about, and 
begin to see at the last, how they have been deluded. 



GOD WILLS NOT THE DEATH OP A SINNER. 

SHOULD a prisoner, led to execution, hear the judge 
or sheriff call to him and say, "Turn back, put in 
sureties for thy good behaviour hereafter, and live;'* 
would he not suddenly leap out of his fetWs, embrace 
the condition, and thank lie judge or sheriff upon hia 
bare knees ? And what can be thought if God should 
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send a prophet to preach a sermon of repentance to the 
devils, and say, " Knock off your bolts, shake off your 
fetters, and turn unto the Lord, and live." "Would not 
hell be soon broke loose and rid, before the prophet 
could make an end of his exhortation ? Such a sermon 
the prophet Ezekiel now maketh to all sinners, "As I 
live, saith the Lord God,. I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his 
way and live. Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways, 
for why will ye die, House of Israel ? " Shake off the 
shackles of your sins, quit the company of the prisoners 
of death, and galley-slaves of Satan, put in sureties for 
your good behaviour hereafter, turn to the Lord your 
God and live; yea, live gloriously, live happily, live 
eternally. 



THE SINNEB'S DANGER. 

Belshazzar's quaffing in the church plate proved a 
fatal draught unto him. Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram had no sooner opened their rebellious mouths 
against Moses, but the earth opened her mouth, and 
swallowed them up quick. Ananias and Sapphira had no 
sooner told a lie, but they are struck dead to the ground. 
Herod had scarcely made an end of his oration to the 
people, and received their applause, but the angel of the 
Lord smote him, and made an end of him. Oh, that 
sinners of ffll sorts, blasphemous swearers, bloody mur- 
derers, unclean adulterers, and sacrilegious church rob- 
bers, when the devil incites them to any impiety or 
villany, would but cast this rub in their way, and say to 
themselves, " What if God should take me in the way, 
and strike me in the very act, and cast me into the dun- 
geon of hell, there to be tormented with the devil and 
his angels for evermore ? Do I not provoke him to it? 
do I not dare him ? hath he not threatened as much ? 
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hath he not done aa much ? That which is one man's 
case may be any man's ease." 



DIVISIONS USUBB IN I»BBTBUOTION. 

WHEN Cyrus came near Babylon with his great army, 
and finding the river about it (over the which he 
must pass,) so deep that it was impossible to transport 
it that way, he suddenly caused it to be divided into 
many channels, whereby the main river sunk so on the 
sudden, that with great fecility he passed it over, and 
took the city.. That maxim in philosophy, Omne divisible 
est corruptible^ holds in all states and societies. The 
divisions amongst the Trojans brought in the Grecians ; 
the divisions amongst the Grecians brought iYi Philip ; 
the divisions of the Assyrian monarchy brought in the 
Persian ; of the Persian, brought in the Macedonian ; 
of the Macedonian, brought in the Roman; of the 
Eoman, brought in the Turk. Lastly, the divisions of 
the Britons of this nation brought in first the Saxotis, 
next the Danes, and last of all the Normans. So true is 
that axiom of Ohrist, ^^A kingdom divided within itself 
cannot stand." 



SINS BIPEN INTO JUDGMENT. 

A FISHERMAN, when in a clear water he seeth a fish 
come to his hook, nibble at the bait,*bite it, and 
swallow it down, then he giveth a jerk with his angle- 
rod, and striketh him. So Almighty God ofttimes per- 
mits wicked purposes and enterprises to hold on, till 
they come to a straight line, till they are upon the very 
height ; and then he turns, and overturns them. He 
breaks the pitcher at the door, cutteth down the ear 
of corn when it is full, lanoeth the sore when it is ripe. 
When the sins of the Amorites are full, then comes 
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jodgment; when the sins of a people or nation are at 
the height, then comes destraction. 



HYPOCRISY DISCOVERED. 

OTTOCAR, king of Bohemia, refused to do homage to 
Eodolphus I., till at last, chastised with war, he 
was content to do him homage privately in a tent; 
which tent was so contrived by the emperor's servants, 
that by drawing a cord all was taken away, and so 
Ottocar presented on his knees, doing his homage, to 
the view of three armies then in the field. Thns God 
at last shall, uncase the closest dissembler to the sight 
of men, angels, and devils, having removed all veils 
and pretences of religion and piety. No goat in a 
sheepskin shall steal on His right hand. Here it is 
that men may go with their cloaks muffled over their 
feces, l^ut then they shall be dismantled; here the 
graves are covered, but then they shall be laid open ; 
h^re the glossing hypocrite may pass for a real honest 
man, but there he shall be discovered, and made known 
for what he is indeed. 



HOW TO WALK CIRCUMSPECTLY. 

WHEN children meet with primroses, nuts, or apples 
in the way, then they loiter on their errands, bring 
night home, and so get the displeasure of their parents; 
whereas those that meet with dangers, or some affrights 
by the way, make haste in their journey, and their speed 
makes them welcome with commendations. Thus God 
hath sent all of us abroad into the world, and we are 
every day travelling homeward : if we meet with miseries 
and vexations in the way, discretion should teach us a 
religious haste in our journey ; and if we meet with 
pleasures, they should only pleasure ns by putting us 
11* 
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iu miikl of those pleamres which are at Qod's right 
hand for evermore ; or else to scorn them as worse than 
trifles, and to look upon them as pull-backs in the ways 
of God and goodness. 



MPORTANCB Of SELF-EXAMINATION. 

IT is reported of Seztus, that every night before he 
slept he asked of his own heart, " What evil hast 
thou this day amended ? What vice hast thou shunned ? 
What good hast thou done? In what part art thou 
bettered ? " Thus must every good Christian do ; there 
is nothing more pleasant tha^ this custom for a man to 
examine himself to commune with his own heart, to 
call himself to an account how he hath passed the 
whole day, what good he hath omitted, what bad he 
hath committed, closing up all with prayer and praise 
to God ; then will his conscience be at peace, his sleep 
both sweet and comfortable. 



GOD WILL HONOUR THOSE WHO HONOUR HIM. 

WHEN Ahasuerus read in the book of the records of 
the Chronicles, and there found how Mordecai 
had discovered a plot of treason against his person, he 
did not lay the book aside, and slightly pass by such a 
piece of service, but inquires. What honour and what 
dignity had been done to Mordecai? It seems if the 
king had thought on or read him sooner, he had re- 
warded him sooner. But God hath ever in His eye all 
the records and chronicles of His people's actions $ he 
reads their journals every day, and where he meets with 
any that have done or spoken anything aright for him. 
He inquireth what honour, what dignity hath been 
done for this man ? If none hath been done, he will do 
it Himself; if anything hath been done, He will do yet 
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more. ]^ot a sigh, not a tear, not a thought for the 
glory of Christ shall fall unregarded or unrewarded. 



THE HYPOCRITE AND THE BELIEVER CONTRASTED. 

LOOK but upon two sawyers working at the pit, the 
one casts his eyes upward, whilst his midn action 
tends downward ; tiie other stands with a countenance 
dejected, whilst his work is to draw the saw upward. 
Thus the Pharisee and the publican, the real professor 
and the rotten-hearted hypocrite ; the one looketh up 
towards heaven, whilst his actions tend to the pit in- 
fernal ; the other casts down his head, whilst his hand 
and his heart move upwards : the one seems better than 
he is, the other is better than he seems ; the one hath 
nothing but form, whilst the other hath the power of 
godliness. 



THE PRESENT TIME ^LONE IS OURa 

UPON the dial-piece of the clock in the College Church 
of Gloucester are portrayed four angels, each of 
them seeming to say something to those that look up 
to see what o'clock it is ; the whole inscription being 
made up of two old Latin verses, which may be thus 
translated : — 

"Whether we rest or labour, work op play, 
The world and ^ory of it pass away. 
This day is past, or near its perio<i grown ; 
The next succeeding is to us unknown.'' 

And most sure it is,, whether we sleep or wake, the 
ship of our life goes on. Whether we do well or ill, 
live frugally or prodigally, our time with the whole 
world and glory of it is transitory, and continually 
wheeling about like ' the minutes to the hour, or the 
hours to the time of the day in the clock ; so that time 
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ymt is irrecoverable, time to come uncertftin ; and all 
the time we can reckon of is the present time, this mo- 
ment of time, whereupon dependeth eternity. 



I 



THE DANGER OP LUKEWARMNESS IN THE CAUSE OF CHRIST. 

T is recorded of the king of Navarre, then a Protes- 
_ tant, being pressed by Beza to appear more in the 
cause of God, and to own religion to the purpose, he 
makes answer to this effect, That he was their friend, 
but he resolved to put no further to sea than he might 
get to shore if a storm should arise ; he resolved not to 
hazard his hopes of the crown (rf France, and it is well 
known what became of him. So when men will make 
religion as twelve, and the world as thirteen, it is no 
marvel if; with Demas, they forsake the cause of God, 
and embrace the world; and, with those potters in 
1 Chron., had rather work with the king for good 
wages than build up the house of the Lord. 

MORTALITY'S MEMORANDUM. 

THE noble Lord Chancellor Egerton coming down 
the stairs at York House, to go to Westminster 
Hall in the term time, observed to be written upon the 
wall (belike by some one or other that feared oppression 
by some mighty adversary,) these three words, Tanquam 
non revermrus, as thoughhe should never return again ; 
hinting thereby unto his Lordship to do justice. And 
it may serve for a good memorandum to all good Chris- 
tians, to make them the more wary and watchful of their 
actions when .they go abroad out of their houses, cham- 
bers, or lodgings; even for this reason, because they 
may happen not to return again. There would be con- 
descension in the plaintiff's heart, reconciliation in the 
defendant, truth in the lawyer, cor9cience in the judge, 
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plain dealing in the tradesman, in every man and wo* 
man's heart an avoiding of evil doing, did they but 
think on these few words, Tanquam non reverntrus^ mid 
consider whether they would speak or do thus and 
thus, if they were presently to die ; or whether thus 
and thus behave themselves abroad, if ihey were not 
to return again to their homes. 

THE GREAT VALUE OP PRATER. 

THERE is a story how the castle of Truth being, by the 
king of Jerusalem, left to the guard and keeping 
of his best servant. Zeal, — the king of Arabia, with an 
infinite host, came against it, and begirt it round with 
an irre«ristible siege; cutting off all passages, all reliefs, 
all hopes of friends, supplies, or ammunition. Which 
Zeal perceiving, and seeing how extremity had brought 
him almost to shake hands with Despair, he called his 
council of war about him, and discovers the sadness of 
his condition, the strength of his enemy, the violence of 
the siege, and the impossibility of conveying either mes- 
sages or letters to the great King, his master, from whom 
they might receive new strength and encouragement. 
Whereupon, the necessity of the occasion being so great, 
they all conclude there was no way but to deliver the 
castle, though upon very hard terms, into the hands of 
the enemy. But Zeal staggers at the resolution ; and 
being loth to lose Hope as long as Hope had any thread 
or hair to hold by, he told them he had one friend or 
companion in the castle, 'who was so wise, so valiant, 
and so fortunate, that to him, and to his exploits alone, 
he would deliver the management of their safety. 
This was Prayer, the chaplain to the great King, and 
the priest to that colony. Hence Prayer was called for, 
and all proceedings debated. He presently arms him- 
self with humility, clemenoy, sincerity, and fervency; 
and in despite of the enemy makes his way through, 
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came to the King his master, and with such moving 
petitions enters his ears, that presently forces are levied, 
which, returning under the conduct of Prayer, raise the 
siege, overthrow the king of Arabia, make spoil of his 
camp, and give to the castle of Truth her first noble 
liberty. Which p^ormed^ Zeal crowns Prayer with 
wreaths of olive, oak, and laurel, sets him on his right 
hand, and says, for his sake, "Divinity shall ever march 
in the first rank of honour." 



HOW ENEMIES ARE TO BE HATED. 

IF a general of an army, laying siege to some great 
fort or castle, and being upon the storming of it, 
the guns from the walls playing fiercely upon him, 
should do abundance of execution, were it not madness 
in him, upon gaining the place, to cast away those 
guns ? It were so. What doth he then ? He lets fly 
at the gunner that fired them, but preserves the guns 
as serviceable for himself. Thus must^we deal with our 
enemies: they abuse us, they evilly entreat us, they 
spitefully use us, they seek to destroy us, and utterly 
to ruin us. What ! shall we hate them, abuse them 
again? No; we must love them, and do good unto 
them; preserve the guns, but destroy the gunner; love 
their persons, they may be afterwards instrumental to 
God's glory; but hate their vices, that will be the un- 
doing of our souls. This is that perfect hatred where- 
with David hated his enemies. 



THE BENEFIT OF ENEMIES TO BELIEVERS. 

IT was the saying of Socrates, that every man in this 
life had need of a faithful friend, and a bitter enemy ; 
the one to advise him, the other to make him look about 
him. In dealing with a friend, a man is often deceived; 
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but if he have to do with an enemy, then he is wary of 
his proceedings, and placeth his words discreetly. Hence 
is it that much good cometh by enemies, and a good use 
may be made of them. They are the workmen that fit 
us atti square us for God's building ; they are the rods 
that beat oS the dust ; and the scullions that scour off 
the rust from our souls. Were it not for enemies, how 
could we exercise those excellent graces of love and 
charity, of patience and brotherly kindness ? Had it 
not been for enemies where had been the crown of 
martyrdom? Yet further, enemies are the fire that 
purgeth, the water that cleanseth the dross and filthi- 
ness of our hearts. Much every way is the good that 
cometh by enemies, if we make a right use of them. 



BLAMBLESSNESS OF LIFE ENJOINED. 

A CERTAIN Roman, the windows of whose house being 
so very low that every one who passed by might 
easily see what was done within, being proffered by a 
workman, at such a rate, to make his windows higher, 
and so more private, replied, " I had rather give thee 
as much again to let them alone ; for I do nothing in 
my house but what I care not who knows it." And 
such an (Mie ought every good Christian to be, so to 
carry himself as that he need not blu^h to tell his very 
thoughts, if he were asked of them ; and so to demean 
himself as if he had a glass window in his bosom, that 
every one might read his mind there. 



THE CHRISTIAN'S SAFETY IN DANGER. 

WHEN the Grecians had won Troy, before they fell to 
plunder it, they gave every man leave to bear his 
burden out of what he would. And, first of all, jiEneas 
marched out, carrying his household gods ; which, when 



120 BIBLE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

they saw, and that he did them no great damage there* 
by, they bade him take uiother burthen, which he did, 
and returned with his old father, Anchises, on his back, 
and his young son, Ascanias, in hand ; which the Gre- 
cians seeing, passed by his house, as Joshua did bgr the 
house of Bahab, saying, That no man should hurt him, 
that was so religious. And thus that man that hath his 
mind set on his Gk>d, shall receive no hurt by his enemy ; 
for when a man's ways please the Lord, he maketh 
even his enemies to be at peace with him. Nay, he 
shall be '^ in league with the stones of the field, and the 
beasts of the field shall be at peace with him/' And, 
which is yet more, God will break the bow and the 
sword, and snap the spear asunder ; He will make all 
those terrible instruments of war so unserviceable, that 
thejr shall lie down quietly by him, not offering the least 
hurt that may be. 



THE JOTS OF GOD'S CHILDBSN INVISIBLE. 

ST. AuGXTSTiKS relates of a certain Gentile, who showed 
him his idol gods, saying, " Here is my God ; where 
is thine?" then, pointing up at the sun, he said, "Lo ! 
here is my God; where is thine?" so, showing him 
divers creatures, still upbraided him with, " Here are 
my Gods ; where are thine ? " But St Augustine an- 
swered him, I showed him not my God, not because I 
had not one to show him, but because he had not eyes 
to see him. Thus the joys of a Christian, though they 
cannot be seen with bodily eyes, though the wicked 
cannot so much as discern them, yet is th€fre nothing 
so delightful, so comfortable as they are ; witness that 
peace of conscience, that joy in the Holy Gh<)st, which 
is so unspeakable, such as eye hath not seen, nor ear 
hath heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of 
man to conceive them as they are. 
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THE SINNEE'S SECURITY. 

SUPPOSE a traveller, in a stormy night, should take up 
his lodging in some cave in the woods, where are 
nothing but serpents and adders, and such like venom- 
ous creatures, he, because he sees th.em not, sleeps as 
soundly as if he were at home in his own bed ; but when 
the morning comes, and he sees what companions are 
about him, he useth all the means possible, and maketh 
all the haste he can to get away. In the same case is 
every impenitent sinner, beset with as many serpents 
as he hath sins, though he cannot see them, and there- 
fore fears them not, but sleeps as soundly as if he were 
in Solomon's bed, about which was a guard of three- 
score thousand of the valiant of IsraeL But When it 
shall once please God to open his eyes, then he sees the 
dangerous condition of his estate, and labours to get 
out of it as fast as he can. 



HUMANITY IN ITS FIRST, AND FAI.LEN CONDITION. 

THE philosopher being asked which was the best mem- 
ber of the body ?-answered. The tpngue ; and being 
asked again, which was th^e worst, answered, The tongue ; 
if good, the only trumpet of God's glory ; if bad, a very 
firebrand of hell. So, if it were asked, Which creature 
of God was the best? the answer would be, Man in 
honour before his fall ; and what the worst creature ? 
Man in his fall, who hath not understanding, but is 
compared to beasts that perish. 



GOD'S ACCEPTANCE OF SINNERS THROUGH CHRIST. 

THEMISTOCLES ou a time having offended King Philip, 
and not knowing how to regain his favour, goes^ 
and takes young Alexander, his son, in his arms, and so 
12 
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presents himself before the king, which when he saw, 
and perceiving the young child to smile upon him, his 
wrath was soon appeased towards him. Thus we have 
all of us highly offended and provoked the King of 
kings, God himself. What shall we do to regain- his 
favour ? N*o way so ready as to take His Son, Christ 
Jesus, in our arms, and upon the bended knees of our 
hearts to prostrate ourselves before Him, and then we 
shall find to our comfort that, as one looking through 
a green or red glass all things will seem to be of the 
same colour, so God, looking through His Son's right- 
eousness upon us, will, for His sake, accept us for right- 
eous, and so be reconciled unto us. 



THE GREAT DANOER OF LITTLE SINS. 

A LITTLE rope sufficeth to hang a great thief; a little 
dross abaseth much gold ; a little poison infecteth 
much wholesome liquor; a little heresy corrupteth 
much sound doctrine ; a little fly is enough to spoil all 
the alabaster box of ointment. So the smallest sin, the 
least peccadillo without God's mercy, is sufficient to 
damn our souls to all eternity. 



CHRIST THE ONLY REST FOR THE SOUL. 

THE needle's point in the seaman's compass never 
stands still, but quivers and shakes till it come 
right against the North Pole. The wise men of the 
East never stood still, till they were right against 
the star which appeared unto them; and the star 
itself never stood still, till it came right against that 
other Star, which shone more brightly in the man- 
ger than the sun did in the firmament. And Noah's 
dove could find no rest for the sole of her foot all the 
while she was fluttering over the flood, till she returned 
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to the Ark with an olive branch in her mouth. So the 
heart of every true Christian, which is the turtle dove 
of Jesus Christ, can find no rest all the while she is 
hovering over the waters of this world, till it have the 
silver wings of a dove, and, with the olive branch of 
faith, fly to the true Noah, which signifieth Rest^ till 
Christ put forth his hand out of the ark, and taking it 
in, receive it to himself. 



THE GREAT POWER OF FERVENT PRAYER. 

IT is Martin Luther's saying. That prayer is the Chris- 
tian's gun-shot. As then a bullet out of a gun, so 
prayers out of the mouth can go no further than the 
Spirit carrieth them. If they b6 put out faintly, they 
cannot fly far ; if they be hollow-hearted, then they will 
not pierce much : only the fervent, humble, active devo- 
tion hits the mark, and pierceth the walls of heaven, 
though, like those of Gaza, made of brass and iron., 



THE TIME OF MAN'S DEATH DECREED BY GOD. 

WHEN Lazarus was dead, his two sistei's, Martha and 
Mary, came to Christ, with a doleful noise and 
pitiful complaint, " Lord, if thou hadst been here, ray 
brother had not died." And is not this the note and 
common language of the world when a man is dead ? If 
such a physician had been here, if he had been let blood, 
if he had not taken such a potion, or ate of such meat, 
or lived in such a foggy air ; if he had not done thus or 
thus, or so and so, he might have been a live man to 
this day ; not considering, with Job, that the days of 
man are determined, and his bounds appointed which 
he cannot pass ; the time, the place, and every circum- 
stance of his dissolution is decreed from all eternity : 
tfiat one man dies in the field, another in his bed ; one 
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at sea, another on the shore ; one in this manner, an* 
other in that. This, and all this, is fore-ordained in 
heaven ; the hand of Qod is in all, and He it is that 
having brought us into the world at His pleasure, will 
take us hence at His own appointment. 



THE SCRIPTURES SUITED TO EVERY MAN'S CONDITION. 

AS in Noah's ark were to be numbered all sorts of 
creatures, or, as in the same meadow, the ox may 
eat up grass, the hound may find a hare, the bird may 
pick up seeds, the virgins gather flowers, and a man 
find a pearl ; so, in one and the same Scripture are 
varieties to be found for all sorts of conditions. In them 
the lamb may wade and the elephant swim ; children 
may be fed with milk, and meat may be had for stronger 
men; there is comfort for the afflicted, and ease for 
those that are weary and heavy laden. 



GOD INSTRUCTS HIS PEOPLE IN HIS OWN HOUSE. 

WHEN we receive a summons from any supreme au- 
thority, the messenger or officer of court seeks us 
not in idling places ; he pursues us not into the fields, 
neither doth he come to our sports to warn us, but to 
our houses, and there reads his message, as if we were 
there, because we should be there, and then, without 
any further inquiry, departs, fastening the script or writ 
upon the door. In like manner the ministers of the 
Gospel are God's ambassadors and God's messengers ; 
God supposeth every man to be at home, and so do they^ 
because, at hours and times set apart for his worship, 
they are presumed to have no houses but His house, 
whom they shall meet nowhere, nor more certainly find 
him there ; there it is that, more especially, when two 
or three are met together in His name, He will be in the 
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midst of them ; there He will teach them His ways, and 
there He will give them grace too, to walk ki His ways, 
nor can a sermon have any influence upon such as are 
not there. So true is that saying of venerable Bede, 
" That he that comes not willingly to church, shall one 
day go unwillingly to hell.'* 



THE DEVIL'S TEMPTING TIME. 

IT is a usual custom in a trial that the plaintiff, by his 
counsel, labours to hinder the defendant, that the 
judge may not hear him speak out what he is to say in 
his own defence. So the devil, the common plaintiff and 
accuser of all mankind, when he sees us upon our knees 
in addresses unto God, who is the Judge of all the earth, 
pleading for ourselves by prayer, and seeking the favour 
of Gk)d, in the remission of our sins, by the merits of His 
Son Christ Jesus, then doth he stir most to interrupt 
us, by weakening our evidence, by throwing strange 
thoughts into our hearts, so distracting our devotions, 
that we may not be heard in what we' pray for. 



CONVICTION OF SIN IS FROM GOD ONLY. 

As, when the pool of Bethesda was troubled, the poor 
cripple that lay there for cure did absolutely con- 
clude that it was not any natural motion of the wate/, 
but an angel that came down at a certain season and 
did it. So, when the heart of a sinner is troubled for 
his sin, let him know for his comfort, that this shaking 
of his soul ariseth not from any principle of corrupt 
nature, that will defend itself; nor from the devil, he 
will not destroy his own kingdom ; but from some seeds 
of grace sown in the heart, which the Spirit of God 
greatly breathing upon, the soul is thereby made sen- 
sible of sins and transgressions committed. 
12* 
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GLORY TO BE ASCRIBED TO GOD. 

THAT martial king, Edward rH., outwent his fame, 
and was accounted to have done things more com- 
mendaj)le than his victories ; for, having vanquished the 
French king by force of battle, he put off from himself 
the whole glory, and gave it devoutly to God, causing 
to be sung, " Not unto us, Lord, not unto us, Lord, but 
unto Thy name be the glory given,*' &c. And thus must 
every one do, be his achievements never so great, whe- 
ther private or public, let God have the glory of all ; for 
. t is no less than blasphemy in man to attribute either 
the strength or the glory of success unto himself St. 
Paul's omnia possum had been over-presumptuous had 
he not added, " by him that strengtheneth me.*' • 



CHRIST ALONE TO BE PREACHED. 

IN a great festival, when the expectation w^s not less 
than the concourse,^ both very great, St. Bernard 
having preached a very eloquent sermon (as that heav- 
enly tongue was able beyond expectation), while the 
people admire and applaud, the abbot walks sadly, with 
a mind not ordinarily dejected. The next day he preaches 
a lively sermon, full of profitable truth, plain, without 
any rhetorical dress, whereupon his meaner capacitated 
auditors went away very well contented ; but curious 
itching ears were unsatisfied ; but he walks cheerfully, 
with a mind more than usually pleasant. The people 
wondered why he should be sad when applauded, and 
when not, merry ; but he returns this answer, " Yester- 
day I preached Bernard, but to-day, Jesus Christ." It 
>s the same with all preachers of God's Word: there 
can be no feast within, when a man is conscious to him- 
self of dallying with God. Integrity is that which fur- 
nisheth out the sweet banquet and heavenly repast of 
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joy. That preaeher shall have most comfort that preach- 
eth most of Christ ;' and so shall he, too, that lives most 
to Christ. When a rotten-hearted Wolsey, whose con- 
science tells him he served the king, his master, better 
than God, his maker, shall languish away in discontent 
and vexation of spirit. 



MAN'S mCGNSTANCY. 

THBRB is a fable, how that Inconstancy would needs 
have her picture drawn, but none would undertake 
it, because her face and shape altered so often ; but at 
length Time took a pencil in hand, and, because he had 
no other table to do it upon, he printed her picture upon 
man. And most true it is, that all men and women^ 
since that time, have had too much of her resemblance, 
and too many men have her very ftice to the life : they 
will be religious, and they will not be religious ; there 
is nobody who knows what they will be, nor what to 
make of them ; they are constant in nothing but incon- 
stancy ; they have their gales of devotion, their breath- 
ings of love one while ; at another time, when the fit 
is upon them, then there is nothing but languidness of 
spirit and dulness of affection : now faithful to their 
promise, anon, fallen ofl^ for one reason or another. 



THE CHRISTIAN'S COURAGE. 

rSRB was one Beinard, a nobleman, at Rothenburg, 
that much loved Wolfgangus Musculus, and was 
very tender of his safety, as knowing that he had many 
enemies, because of his revolt from popery, and per- 
ceiving that he was gone abroad, as his use was into a 
village to preach, he disguising himself, because he 
would not be known, and taking many of his horsemen 
with him, came rushing in at the church door, and^in a 
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threatening manner bids him come ont of the pnlpit. 
Mu8culu8, thinking they had been the servant^ of a 
popish bishop, who was his violent adversaiy, desired 
he might have leave to finish his sermon, and then he 
w^ould go with them whithersoever they wonld carry 
him. And so he went on, being nothing at all daunted, 
exhorting the people to constancy in the faith; and 
withal to pray for him, who was now, as he thought, in 
his enemies' hands. When sermon was done, the noble- 
man discovers himself hugs him into his arms, admires 
his courage, tells him he did it to try his spirit, and 
withal to wJim him how easily he might be endangered. 
See here the courage of sincerity, how the righteous 
are as bold as lions ; it is a gracious God and a good 
cause that supports them ; but on the other side, how 
do the wicked fear? Even where no fear is, he hath 
nothing at all left to sustain him^ nothing to cover his 
head when the cloud breaks in upon him, yea, before 
the appearance of any actual trouble, he creates both 
fears and jealousies to himself, he trembles at every 
motion. 

TU£ POWER OP PAITH TtH THE HBABT OP MAN. 

THE Philosopher, when he would persuade the king 
to settle his court and place of residence in the 
heart of ^ais dominion, laid before him a bull-hide ready 
tanned, upon which when he stood upon any one side 
of it, and so kept down that, the other side would rise 
up ; when he removed to the side that rose up and kept 
down that, then the side he came from would rise as 
high ; but when he stood in the middle, he kept down 
all alike. Thus faith is this great King, which being 
seated in the heart, makes provision against every re- 
bellion, keeps down every mutiny, marshals and orders 
every action and affection, takes a man off from all 
BervUe dependencies and slavishness, and makes him 
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profess God*s name boldly, evenly, and without halt- 
ing ; it cleanseth the whole heart, seasons every affec- 
tion, alters the taste of every appetite, strengthens 
every inclination to good, and fortifies the soul against 
all evil. 



WEAK FAITH ENCOURAGED. 

A MAN having many children, and one amongst the 
rest a small undergrowth, a very weakling ; doth 
he cast off this child ? doth he therefore cease to be a 
father ? No, his bowels are the more enlarged,, he pro- 
vides for it, supports it, cherisheth it more than all the 
rest, till in some measure it be enabled to help itself. 
Thus God, if we be weak in faith, though we be but as 
younglings of Christ's flock, we must not therefore be 
discouraged ; he will take care of us, not cast us off; he 
hath a crown for the least works : if there be but a sob 
or a sigh of faith, nay, what is less, if but a pant of faith 
present itself^ I will up (saith the Lord), help them, and 
set them at rest. Yet further, which is the least of all, 
though the pulse of faith beat not at all, though David 
be like a deaf man, that heareth not, or as one that is 
dumb, not opening his mouth, yet God will look down 
from His sanctuary and make deliverance for David, 
as he did also for the poor man sick of the palsy. 



JUSTIFICATION BY CHRIST. 

As the sun, by his beams, doth not only expel cold, 
but works heat and fruitfulness also : thus, in the 
justification of ^ sinner repenting, there is a further 
reach than the taking away of sin ; there is also infusion 
of grace and virtue into the sinner's heart. The father 
of the prodigal did not only take off all his son's rags, 
but put on the best he had, and a ring on his finger ; 
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and, to say truth, our justification doth not consist only 
in the taking away of sin, but in the imputation of 
Christ's righteousness and obedience ; for though the 
act be one, yet for the manner it is two-fold : First, 
by privation ; Second, by imputation. 



GOD'S ACTS INSCRUTABLE- TO MAN. 

rCE a straight stick, and put it into the water, and it 
will seem crooked. Why ? because we look upon 
it through two mediums, air and water : there lies the 
deceptio vims; thence it is that we cannot discern aright. 
Thus the proceedings of God in his justice, which in 
themselves are straight, without the least obliquity, 
deem unto us crooked ; that wicked men should prosper, 
and good men be afflicted ; that the Israelites should 
make the bricks, and the Egyptians dwell in the houses ; 
that servants should ride on horseback, and princes go 
on foot : these are things that make the best Christians 
stagger in their judgments. And why ? but because 
they look upon God's proceedings through a double 
medium of flesh and spirit; that so all things seem to 
go cross, though, indeed, they go right enough. And 
hence it is that God's proceedings in his justice are not 
so well discerned, — the eyes of man alone being not 
competent judges thereof. 



RESOLUTION IN THE CAUSE OF GOD. 

JOHN, Duke of Saxony, who might have had the world 
at will, if he would not have been a Christian, re- 
solved rather to pass by much diflSiculty, nay, rather 
death itself, than to desert the cause of God, which 
afterward he did heroically maintain against all opposi- 
tion in three imperial assemblies. And when it was 
told him that he should lose the favour of the pope, and 
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tlie emperor, and all the world besides, if he stuck so 
fast to the Lutheran cause, " Here are two ways,** said 
he, " I must serve God or the world, and which of these 
do you think is the better?" and so put them off with 
this pleasant indignation. If either would he be ashamed 
to be seen which way he choose to go ; for when at the 
public assembly of the states of the empire, it was for- 
bidden to have any Lutheran sermons, he presently 
prepared to be gone, and professed boldly, He would 
not stay there, where he might not have liberty to serve 
God. Thus must every good Christian be thoroughly 
resolved for God, and for the truth which he takes up 
to profess. Eesolution must chain him as it did Ulysses 
to the mast of the ship, must tie him to God that he 
leap not overboard, and make shipwreck of a good con- 
science, as too many have done. It is resolution that 
keeps Ruth with her mother ; it makes a man a rocky 
promontory, that washes not away, though the surges 
beat upon him continually. Resolution in the ways of 
God is the best aggionta of a Christian, and a resolved 
Christian is the best Christian. 



PREJUniOir IN JUDGMENT DANGEROUS. 

THE mad Athenian, standing upon the shore, thought 
every ship that came into the harbour to be his 
own : Pythagoras' scholars were so trained up to think 
all things were constituted of numbers, that they thought 
they saw numbers in everything. Thus prejudice in 
judgment, and prejudiced opinions, like coloured glass, 
make everything to seem to be of the same colour when 
they are looked through. And it is most true, that 
when men have once emancipated their judgments to 
this or that error, then they think everything hits right, 
whether pro or cow, that is in their fancy ; all the places 
of Scripture that they read, all the doctrinal parts of 
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sepmons that they hear, make for their pnrpose ; and 
thus they ran into monstrous absurdities and dangers 
inevitable. 

OUR SPEECH TO BE WELL OlDEREO. 

APRATINO barber asked King Archelaus how he would 
be trimmed T The king replied, Silently. Surely 
in much talk there cannot choose but be much vanity. 
Loquacity is the fistula of the mind, — ever running, 
and almost incurable ; let every man, therefore, be a 
Phocion or Pythagorean, to speak briefly to the point 
or not at all ; let him labour, like them of Crete, to 
shew more wit in his discourse than' words, and not to 
pour out of his mouth a flood of the one, when he can 
hardly wring out of his brains a drop of the other. 



GARBPUL READING TENDS TO PROPIT. 

AS it is not the best way for any that intendeth to 
make himself a good statesman, to ramble and run 
over in his travels many countries, seeing much, and 
making use of little for the improving of his knowledge 
and experience in state policy ; but rather stay so long 
in everyplace, till he have noted those things which are 
best worthy his observation. So is it also in the travels 
and studies of the mind, by which, if we would be 
bettered in our judgments and affections, it is not our 
best course to run over many things slightly, taking 
only such a general view of them as somewhat increaseth 
our speculative knowledge ; but to rest upon the points 
we read, that we may imprint them in our memories, 
and work them into our hearts and affections for the 
en creasing, of saving knowledge ; then shall we find that 
the one good Book often read and thoroughly pondered, 
will more profit than by running over it an hundred 
times in a superficial manner. 
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GOD'S MERCY EXTENDS TO ALL. 

AS lawyers in this captious age of ours, when they 
draw up any conveyances of lands, or other writ- 
ings of concernment hetwixt party and party, are foin 
to put in many equivocal terms of one and the same 
signification, as to have and to hold, occupy and enjoy, 
lands, tenements, hereditaments, profits, emoluments ; to 
remise, release, acquit, discharge, exonerate of and irom 
all manner of actions, suits, debts, trespasses, &c., and 
all. this to make sure work, so that if one word will not 
hold in law, another may : thus God, when he shows 
himself to his people in love, he varies his expressions, 
as he did to the Israelites, Exod. xxxiv, 6, 7, — ^the Lord, 
the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercies for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin, 
&c. Here is an homonomy of words, all synonymes. 
And why so ? To raise up the drooping soul, to bind 
up the broken-hearted, that if it chance to stumble at 
one expression, it may be supported by another ; if one 
word will not reach, another may ; his mind is that the 
poor soul may rather leave than lack, when it comes to 
draw comfort out of the breasts of mercy. 



LOVE TO CHRIST, HOW TO BE RECOVERED WHEN LOST.. 

A HAN upon the way having accidentally lost his purse, 
is questioned by his fellow-traveller where he had 
it last? " Oh," says he, " I am confident that I drew 
it out of my pocket when I was in such an inn, at such 
an hour." "Why, then," says the other, "there 's no 
better wa^ to have it again than by going back to the 
place where you last had it." This is the case of many 
a man in these loose unsettled times ; they have lost 
their love to Christ and his truth, since their corn, and 
18 
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wine, and oil have increased, since outward things are 
in abundance added unto them; they have slighted the 
light of God's countenance, the love of Christ is de- 
fective in their souls; but when they were poor and 
naked of all worldly comforts, then they fasted and 
prayed, then they sought Gk>d'8 &ce both early and 
late ; nothing was more dear and precious unto them 
than the truth of Christ ; O ! how they loved him. What, 
then, is to be done to recover this lost love of Christ ? 
Back again, back again, directly where you last had it, 
to the sign of the broken and contrite heart ; there it 
was that you drew it out into good words and better 
works, and though it be since lost in the crowd of 
worldly employments, there, and nowhere else, you 
shall be sure to find it again. 



GOiyS GOODNESS AND MAN'S INGRATITUDE. 

IT is storied of a certain king, that fighting a desperate 
battle for the recovery of his daughter, injuriously 
stolen from him, found but ill success, and the day 
utterly against him; till, by the valour of a strange 
prince, disguised in the habit of a mean soldier (that 
pitied his loss, and bore love to his daughter), he re- 
covered both her and victory. Not long after, this 
prince received some wrong in the point of honour, 
which he deservedly prized. He made his complaint 
to the king, and desires justice ; the forgetftil king puts 
him over to a judge ; the prince replies, " Know this, 
O king, when thou wast lost, I stood betwixt thee and 
danger, and did not bid another save thee, but saved 
thee myself: behold the scars of those wounds I bore 
to free thee and thy state from ruin inevitable ; and 
now my suit is before thee, dost thou shuffle me off to 
another ? " Such was our case ; Satan had stolen our 
dear daughter, our soul ; in vain we laboured a recov- 
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ery ; principalities and powers were against us, weak- 
ness and wretchedness on oar side ; Christ the Son of 
God took pity on ns, and though he was an eternal 
prince of peace, disguised himself in the habit of a 
common soldier, putting on him the likeness of a ser- 
vant, undertook the war against our too strong enemies, 
set Idmself betwixt us and death, bore the wounds in his 
own person which should have lighted upon us. Now 
his glory is in question, his honour much concerned in 
the transactions of these times. We stand by, and be^ 
hold it, he appeals to our censure, remembers us of the 
wounds, passions, sorrows, he endured for us ; we put 
off from one another, and let the cause of him that 
saved us &11 to the ground. Who shall plead for our 
ingratitude? Heaven and earth, sea and stars, orbs and 
elements, angels and devils, will crv shame upon us. 



THE WAT TO HEAVEN STRAIGHT AND NARROW. 

LOOK upon a man somewhat thick-sighted, when he is 
to pass over a narrow bridge, how he puts on his 
spectacles to make it seem broader, but so his eyes be- 
guile his feet that he falls into the brook. And thus it 
is that many are drowned in the whirlpool of sin, by 
viewing the passage to heaven only with the spectacles 
of flesh and blood. They think the bridge broad, which 
indeed is narrow ; the gate to be wide, which indeed is 
straight, and so ruin themselves for ever. 



GOD'S KNOWLEDGE IS INFINITE. 

IT is said of King Edward VI., that he knew all the 
ports, havens, harbours, and creeks, in and about 
the English coasts, together with the depth and shallows 
of the water, as also the several burthens of every ship 
that could ride there with safety ; yet this was but a 
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puny knowledge in that young king, when we look 
upon the general knowledge of God. He knows all 
things, all creatures ; nothing is hid from his knowl- 
edge, he knows the thoughts of man afar o£^ he knows 
what he will think many years hence if he live to it ; 
he knows the stars by their names, whereas our eyes 
are dim, they are small, the distance great, yet his in- 
finite essence is a vast nomenclature of them all ; such 
and so general is the knowledge of our all-knowing 
God, that he knows things all at once, both things past, 
present, and to come. 



NO MAN ABLE TO FREE HIMSELF FROM SIN. 

IT is reported of a prince, with whom a mighty neigh- 
bour king used to pick quarrels bylrnaking impossi- 
ble demands,'otherwise threatening war and ruin to him. 
Amongst the rest, one was, that he charged him to drink 
up the sea, which a counsellor hearing, advised him to 
undertake it. The prince replied, "How is it possible 
to be accomplished?" The sage answered, "Let him 
first stop up all the rivers which run into the sea (which 
are no part of the bargain), and then you shall perform 
it.'* Much more impossible is it for ourselves to con- 
sume and dry up all the ocean of sin in us, so long a^ 
lusts remain, like so many rivers, to feed it. For still 
sin breeds lusts, and lusts increase sin, as the sea sends 
forth springs that run into rivers, and those rivers re- 
turn to the sea again. So that, to bid a man clear his 
heart from all sin, is to impose upon him the peculiar 
work of grace omnipotent. Who can say, " I have made 
my heart clean ? " " That can I," says the proud Pharisee ; 
and, " That can I," says the Popish justiciary. " I have 
nothing. Lord, for Thee to pardon,*' said Isidore, the 
sinful monk ; but so could neither David, Job, nor St. 
Paul say, for in many things we sin alli 
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THE AFFLICTIONS OF BELIEVERS AND THE WICKED 
CONTRASTED. 

THE stalk and the ear of com fall upon the threshing- 
floor under one and the same flail, but the one is 
shattered in pieces, the other preserved. From one 
and the same olive, and from under one and the same 
press, is crushed out both oil and dregs, but the one is 
tunned up for use, the other thrown out as unservice- 
able ; and by one and the same breath the fields are 
perfumed with sweetness and annoyed with unpleasant 
savours. Thus afflictions are incident to good and bad, 
may and do befall both alike, but by the providence of 
God not upon the same account. Good men are put 
into the furnace for their trial, bad men for their ruin ; 
the one is sanctified by afflictions, the other made far 
worse than before ; the self-same affliction is as a load- 
stone to the one, to draw him to heaven, as a millstone 
to the other, to sink him down into hell. 



ATHEISM CONDEMNED. 

PROTAGORAS Abderites, bccause he began his book 
with a doubt, was banished out of Athens, and his 
books solemnly burned to ashes. And the same Athe- 
nians committed Anaxagoras to prison, and but for Per- 
icles had put him to death, for writing a book of the 
moon's eclipses, after they had received her as a god- 
dess. Then, do we find such jealousy of the heathens 
over their sainted gods, and shall the denial, and dis- 
paragement of the honour of the one, true, and ever-living 
God be tolerable among Christians ? ISo ; let us know 
that atheism is the main disease of the soul, not only 
pestilent to the person in whom it is harboured, but to 
the whole land where it is permitted. 
13* 
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TRUTH BELOVED IN THE GENERAL BUT NOT IN THE 
PARTICULAR. 

AS the friar wittily told the people, that the truth he 
then preached unto them seemed to be like holy 
water, which every one called for apace, yet, when it 
came to be cast upon them, they turned aside their 
face, as though they did not like it. Just so it is, that 
almost every, man calls fast for truth, commends truth, 
nothing will down but truth, y€t they cannot endure to 
have it cast in their faces; they love ta*uth when it only 
pleads itself^ and shews itself, but they cannot abide it 
when it presses upon them, and shews them themselves ; 
they love it, but hate it ; they would have it shine out 
unto all the world in its glory, but by no means so 
much as peep out to reprove their own errors. 



THE CHRISTIAN CONFIDENT OF VICTORY. 

THE merchant adventurer puts to sea, rides out many 
a bitter storm, runs many a desperate hazard upon 
the bare hope of a gainful return : the valiant soldier 
takes his life into his hands, runs upon the very mouth 
of the cannon, dares the lion in his den, merely upon the 
hope of victory: every man hazards one way or other 
in his calling, yet are but uncertain venturers, ignorant 
of the issue ; but so it often falls out^ that the greedy 
adventurer seeking to increase his stock, loseth many 
times both it and himself; the covetous soldier gaping 
after spoil and victory, findeth himself at last spoiled, 
captivated: but the confident Christian, the true child 
of God, runs at no such uncertainty, he is sure of the goal 
when he first ^ets out, certain of the day before he enters 
the field, sound* the trumpet before victory, and when 
he puts on his harness, dares boast as he that puts it 
off; witness David's encounter with Goliah, Gideon's 
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march against the Midianites, and the Christian resolu- 
tion of those three worthies, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego. • 

THE WICKED DIE IN THEIR SINS. 

THERE is a story of one, that being often reproved for 
his ungodly and vicious life, and exhorted to re- 
pentance, would still answer, That it was but saying 
three words at his death, and he*was sure to be saved; 
perhaps the three words he meant were, Lord have 
mercy upon me. But one day riding over a bridge, his 
horse stumbled, and both were falling into the river, 
and in the article of that precipitation he only cried. 
Horse and man and all to the devil : three words he 
had, but not such as he should have had ; he had been 
so familiar with the devil all his life, that he thinks of 
none else at his death. Thus it is, that usually a 
wicked life hath a wicked end : he that travels the way 
of hell all his lifetime, it is impossible in the end of his 
journey he should arrive at heaven, A worldly man 
dies, rather thinking of his gold than his God ; some 
die jeering, some raging, some in one distemper, some 
in another. Why? They lived so, and so they die. 
But the godly man is full of comfort in his death, be- 
cause he was full of heaven in his life. 



GRACE OFTEN OBSCURED IN THE SOUL. . 

THE two disciples talked with Christ, yet knew Him 
not ; Mary, with her tearful eyes, mistakes Christ 
for the gardener ; Hagar, in the very midst of her dis- 
tress, had a fountain of water before her, yet could not 
see it, till God was pleased to open her eyes. Gen. xxi. 19. 
Thus the least cloud of God's displeasure may, as it were 
an eqliptic line, seem to darken the splendour of His graces 
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within ub: Christ may so hide Himself from our hearts, 
that knowledge or faith shall not be able to reach Him, 
and much of the Spirit may be so darkened, that though 
a man have Christ in the promise, O ! strange detention, 
yet he shall not be able to discern Him. 



GOFS LAW A GLASS TO LOOK UPON OUR SINS. 

ONE of the persecutors in Queen Mary's days, pursuing 
a poor Protestant, and searching the house for 
him, charged an old woman to shew him the heretic. 
She points to a great chest of linen, on the top whereof 
lay a fair looking-glass. He opens the chest, and asks 
where the heretic was. She suddenly replied, Do you 
not see one? meaning that he was the heretic, and tiiat 
he might easily see himself in the glass. And thus 
God's law is the glass, that shews us all our spots, let 
us hold it right to our intellectual eye ; not behind us, 
as the wicked do, they cast God's word behind them ; 
not beside us, like the rich worldling that called to 
Christ ; not to turn the back of the glass towards us, 
which is the very trick of all hypocrites ; nor, lastly, 
to look upon ourselves in this glass when we are muf- 
fled, masked, or cased, for under those veils we cannot 
discern our own complexions. But let us set the clear 
glass before our face, and our open face to the glass, 
and then we shall soon perceive that the sight of our 
filthiness is the first step towards cleanliness. 



THE GREAT BENEFIT OF EVENING DEVOTION. 

VENS that have been baked in over-night, are easily 
heated the next morning. The cask that was well 
seasoned in the evening, will smell well the next day. 
The fire that was well raked up when we went to bed, 
will be the sooner kindled when we rise. Thus, if in 
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the evening we spend oorselyes in the examination of 
our hearts, how we have spent the time past, and com- 
mit ourselves unto the good guidance of God for the 
time to come, we shall soon find the spiritual warmth 
thereof, making us ahle and active for all. good duties 
in the morning, and by adding some new fuel to this 
holy fire, we shall, with much fecility and comfort, cause 
it to bum and blaze in all Christian and religious duties. 



THE DANGER OF LATE REPENTANCE. 

THAT carrier must needs be taken for a fool, who, 
being to go a far and foul journey, will lay the 
heaviest pack upon the weakest horse. So that Chris- 
tian cannot be held any of the wisest, that lays the 
great load of repentance upon his faint and feeble do- 
tage, whereas in the chiefest strength of his youth he 
cannot lift it easily, but is ready to stagger under it. 



LEARNING, WHEN JOINED WITH GRACE, NOT TO BE DESPISED. 

FRANCiscus Pbtrarcha, a man famous in his time, was 
put upon the scrutiny of men's judgments. Four 
men undertook the task. One had no learning; the 
other had a little ; a third not much ; the fourth some- 
what, but intricate and perplexed (good man ! he was 
not tried by his peers). All their opinions were summed 
up in this sentence : Petrarch, an illiterate good man. 
The Mng stormed at this sentence, the nobles fretted^ 
his friends were vexed, and almost all men threatened 
revenge upon such saucy judges. But Petrarch himself 
applauded their judgment, saying, "The end of all 
my study was to be a good man; if learning came in 
unawares, I did not refuse it ; but now, seeing by their 
sentence, I may without learning have goodness, what 
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a comfort is this to me, and thousands more of no bet- 
ter knowledge. And most true ^it is that, of two un- 
happy distinctions, it were better to see an honest man 
without learning, than a learned man without honesty ; 
but when learning and honesty meet together: where' 
learning is as the sowing of the ground, and a vir- 
tuous and holy life is as the harvest; where knowledge 
is but for breed, but being married to grace, brings 
forth a glorious issue, a race of heavenly fruits, a pos- 
terity of good works. 



TO REMEMBER OUR CREATOR IN TOUTH. 

ALMIGHTT God ever required in His service the first- 
fruits (Ex. iii. 19), and the first-born (Ex. xiii. 2). 
The firstlings are His darlings (Gen. iv. 4), the fattest 
lambs are fittest for His sacrifice. If the king of Bab- 
ylon would have young men, well favoured, without 
blemish, and such as had great ability, to stand before 
him (Dan. i. 4), shall the God of Israel, even the King 
of Glory, have none to stand in His courts but the 
halt, lame, and blind, such as the soul of David hated ? 
"Ye shall not see my face,*' saith Joseph to his breth- 
ren, "except you bring your younger brother with 
you." Gen. xliii. 3. And how shall we behold the face 
of our blessed Jesus, if we do not remember him in 
the days of our youth, if we dedicate to the devil our 
lovely young years, and offer unto Him nothing else 
but the dregs of our loathed old age. 



THE UNCERTAINTY OF TIME. 

ALEXANDER being much taken with the witty answers 
of Diogenes, bade him ask what he would, and he 
should have it. The philosopher demanded the least 
proportion of immortality. " That is not in my gift,*' 
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says Alexander. "No," quoth Diogenes, "then why 
doth Alexander take such pains to conquer the world, 
when he cannot assure himself of one moment to enjoy 
it ? " What the cynic said to this great conqueror may 
very well be retorted upon many in our age. How do 
many men turmoil themselves in the pursuit after riches, 
honours, and preferments; no matter how they come by 
them. Yet, when all is done, they cannot add one cubit 
to their stature, not one minute to their lives, wherein 
he may take comfort in them. 



ZEAL SHOULD BE EXHIBITED IN CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH. 

"11 /TEMORABLB is that Christian resolution of Martin Lu- 
IVL ther, that he would enter into the city of Worms 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, though there were as 
many devils as tiles to cover ttie houses. And that of 
Calvin, that it would not grieve him to sail over ten 
seas, about an uniform draught for religion. And the 
blessed apostle was not only ready to be bound, but to 
die also, for the name of the Lord Jesus. And thus 
must every good Christian do, be zealous in the cause 
of God, contend for the truth of His Word, spare no 
cost, leave no stone unmoved ; holding even their very 
lives to hold upon religion, serving God with all their 
might, and, as is commanded, ready to run through fire 
and water for their holy profession. 



OUR COLDNESS IN THE CAUSE OF GOD REPROVED. 

IN the sacking of Troy, -^neas is said first to have ex- 
ported his household gods, then to have carried 
out his gods, even before his dearest father. Look upon 
the Turk^' eagerness in defending and propagating 
their law, Non disputandoy sed pugnando^ as Mahomet, 
their prophet, hath taught them. Or if Christian in- 
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stances may be more operative, look upon the Roman- 
ists : their Jesuits' own expression shfdl evidence "their 
earnestness. Campian, in his epistie to the council of 
Queen EKzabeth, says, ^^ That so long as there was any 
one Jesuit of them remaining to enjoy Tyburn, any one 
of them left for the gallows, torment, and imprisonment, 
they had vowed never to desist, endeavouring to set up 
that religion in the nation." Shall Turks, then, and ^ 
heathens, and papists solicit their bad cause so earnestly, 
and we our good cause, our God's cause, so faintly? O 
let it not be said that they should drive like Jehu, 
fiercely, and we like Egyptians, with their wheels off, 
heavily. ' They clamour out for their gods of wood and 
bread, and we, by our sluggishness, prejudice and betray 
4he cause of our great and glorious God. 



TO BE FERVENT IN PRATE|L 

AN arrow, if it be drawn up but a little, it goeth not far, 
but if it be pulled up to the head, it flies strongly 
and pierceth deeply. Thus prayer, if it be but dribbled 
forth of careless lips, it falls down at. our feet ; it is the 
strength of ejaculation that sends it up into heaven, and 
fetches down a blessing thence. The child hath escaped 
many a stripe by his loud cry, and the very unjust judge 
cannot endure the widow's clamour. Heartless motions 
do but bespeak a denial, whereas fervent suits offer a 
sacred violence both to earth and heaven. It is not the 
arithmetic of our prayers, how many they are ; ^or the 
rhetoric of our prayers, how eloquent they be ; nor the 
geometry of our prayers, how long they be; nor the 
music of our prayers, the sweettfess of our voice ; nor 
the logic of our prayers, and the method of them, but 
the divinity of our prayers which God so.muchaffecteth. 
He looketh not for any James, with horny knees, through 
assiduity of prayer ; nor for any Bartholomew, witia a 
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century of prayers for the morning, and as many for 
the evening ; but St, Paul's frequency of praying, with 
fervency of spirit, that is it which availeth much. 



. CHRIST TO BE RECEIVED INTO OUR HEARTS BT FAITH. 

IN the gospel history we find, that Christ had a two- 
fold entertainment amongst the sons of men; some 
received him into house, not into heart, as Simon the 
Pharisee, who gave him no kiss, nor water to his feet ; 
some into heart, but not into house, as the graceless 
swinish ,Gergesites; some both into house and heart, as 
Lazarus, Mary, Martha. And thus let every good Chris- 
tian do, endeavour that Christ may dwell in their hearts 
by faith, that their bodies' may be fit temples of His 
holy Spirit, that now in this life, whilst Christ stands at 
the door of their hearts, knocking for admission, they 
would lift up the latch of their souls, and let him in. 
Por if ever they expect to enter into the gates of the 
city of God hereafter, they must open their hearts, the 
gates of their own city, to him here in this world. 



PREACHING to BE PRACTISED. 

IT is reported of a good man, that coming from a pub- 
lic lecture, and being asked by one, whether the 
sermon were ended, made this answer, fetching a deep 
sigh, Ah ! it is said, but not done. And to speak truth, 
the sermon cannot be said to be done, till it be practised. 
But herein, the Lord be merciful to most of us, we are 
apt to think, that when a sacrament day is over, all the 
sacrament duties are over too ; when the discourse from 
the pulpit is finished, the sermon is finished; as if when 
the ordinance were at an end, there were an end of the 
ordinance, and of us with the ordinance also. 
14 
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CHRIST A SAVIOUR TO THE POOR, AS WELL AS THE RICH. 

A LITTLE man, if his eye be clear, may look as high 
(though not SO far) as the tallest ; the least pigmy 
may, from the lowest valley, see the sun or stars as fdlly 
as a giant upon the highest mountain. He that stands 
by, may see as far into the millstone as he that picks 
it Christ is now in hpaven ; it is not the smallness ot 
our person, nor the meanness of our condition, can hin- 
der us from beholding him. The soul hath no stature, 
neither is heaven to be had with reaching. If God be 
but pleased to clear the eyes of our faith, we shall be 
high enough to behold Him. 



GRACE, THE SOURCE OP CONSOLATION. 

ST. Chrysostom suffering under the Empress Eudoxia, 
tells his friend Cyricus, how he armed himself be- 
forehand, I thought, said he, will she banish me? The 
earth is the Lord's, and the fullness thereof. Take away 
my goods? Naked came I into the world, and naked 
must I return. "Will she stone me ? I remembered Ste- 
phen. Behead me ? John Baptist came into my mind, 
&c. Thus it should be with every one that intends to 
live and die comfortably : they must (as we say) lay up 
something for a rainy day, they must stock themselves 
with graces, store up promises, and fiirnish themselves 
with experiences of God's loving kindness to others, 
and themselves too, that so when the evil day comes, 
they may have much* good coming thereby. 

WATCH AND PRAY. 

TO watch without prayer is to presume upon our own 
strength, to pray without watching is to presume 
upon the grace of God. The Lord's Prayer is the rule 
of our duty and desires. We are engaged by every pe- 
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tition to co-operate and concur with Divine grace to 
obtain what we pray for. A stream preserves its crystal 
clearness by continual running, if its course be stopped 
it will stagnate and putrefy. The purity of the soul is 
preserved by the constant exercise of habitual grace. — 
Bates. 



BELIEVERS GOD'S JEWELS. 

rBT that work in gold or silver let fall many a bit to 
the ground, yet they do not intend to lose it so, 
but sweep the shop, and keep the very sweepings safe,, 
so that which they cannot at present discover the re- 
finer brings to light. Thus, the world is God's work- 
shop, many a dear child of God suffers and falls to the 
ground by banishment, imprisonment, sorrow, sickness, 
&c., but they must not be lost thus, God will search 
the very sweepings, and gather them out of the very 
trash and preserve them. What though they be slightly 
set by here in this world, and lie amongst the pots, no 
better accounted of than the rubbish and refuse of the 
earth? God will find a time to make them up amongst 
the rest of His jewels. 



CHRIST ALONE THE SINNER'S STRENGTH. 

AS the legend speaks historically (which is only true 
symbolically) of St Christopher, that, before he 
was converted to the faith, he would serve none but the 
strongest. He had for his master a man of great strength 
and puissance, but a king subdued him ; him he forsook 
for that king; but finding him to be overcome by a 
neighbour, he betook himself to that other Pagan con- 
queror. This conqueror was also tyrannized over by the 
devil, to whom he was a mere slave, doing all his base 
commands. This he could not endure, but entered into 
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service with the devil. For a while he admired the 
power of his new master, and what a dominion he ex- 
ercised over the sons of men ; but in a short space he 
found out his weakness also : so feeble and fearful waa 
he of a piece of wood, he durst not pass by the cross, 
but when that stood in bis way he must by all means 
back again. Now the weary servant longed to know 
what this cross meant, that he might find out a more 
potent Lord. It was told him that Christ was the Lord 
of that ensign, and that the cross was his banner. Thither 
then he flies, and there he found out a most mighty, yea, 
an almighty Master. So true knowledge never rests on 
the creature till it centre in the Creator, aims at none 
but the highest, and climbs from strength to strength, 
from height to height, till it appear before God in Zion : 
higher than riches in their treasury, than princes on 
their thrones, than stars in the firmament, fetching all 
her light and comfort from God in Christ Jesus. 



CHRIST THE BELIEVER'S PATTERN. 

HE that intends to have his picture drawn to the life 
must not wrest and writhe his body this way and 
that way, but sit still, with a composed settled counte- 
nance, having his eye fully set upon the painter, other- 
wise the resemblance will be false, and the work much 
misshapen. So he that would have the image of Christ 
truly stamped on his soul must eye Christ, as he is tbe 
perfection of all graces ; do as the prophet did by the 
Shunamite's child, lay his mouth to his mouth, his eyes 
to his eyes, his hands to his hands, say as he said, do as 
he did; propose him as a pattern in all things imitable. 
Otherwise, if he gaze upon the vanity of the creature, 
and spread his thoughts at large upon earthly things, 
there will be much of mammon, but little or ho likeness 
of Christ appearing upon his soul. 
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ALL ALIEB IN DEATH. 

A 6 trees, while they grow, are apparently known by 
their fruits, by their several kinds, and so are 
commonly called by their names ; but when once the 
axe comes amongst them, that they be felled, fired, and 
consumed, none can distinguish tiieir ashes. So with 
men, whilst they live, they very much differ in office, 
title, place, and power ; but when they be dead, and 
resolved into cinders, their dust admits of no separa- 
tion, it can by no means be divided. And there is the 
like ashes of the shrub and the c^dar, so the like dust 
of the king and the beggar. Death is the head of the 
levelling party, makes all men alike, the mightiest have 
no more privilege than the meanest. 



INGRATITUDE REPROVED. 

AN empty bucket that is let down into a well doth, lis 
it were, open its mouth to receive the water, but 
being drawn up full, showeth its bottom only to the well 
that gave it. The sea receives her moisture from heaven 
sweet and pleasant, but returns it salt and brackish. 
The clouds, by the power of the sunbeams, are exhaled 
from the earth, but, being once mounted, they darken 
the air, and obscure the sun that raised them. The 
frozen* snake, in the fable, stingeth him that refreshed 
It Thus it is with all unthankful men, men ungrateful 
to God ; He ladeth them daily with benefits and bless- 
ings, and they load Him with sins and trespasses. God 
would have them to be righteous, but they will not part 
with their inventions. So ungrateful, so swinish are 
they, that, having acorns to feed on, mercies to en- 
courage them, promises to support them, they will not 
so much as look up to the tree, nor be thankful to God 
that hath so richly provided for them. 
14* 
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FAITH. THE ROOT OP ALL GRACES. 

rE root of a tree is a ragged and a jagged thing, no 
shape, no proportion, no comeliness in it, and there- 
fore keeps itself in the earth, as unwilling to be seen ; 
yet all the beauty that is in the tree, the straightness 
of the bulk and body, the spreading fairness of the 
branches, the glory of the leaves and flowers, the com- 
modity of the fruits, procert from the root : by that the 
whole subsisteth. So faith seems to be but a sorry 
grace, a virtue of no regard ; devotion is acceptable, for 
it honours God ; charity is noble, for it does good to 
men ; holiness is the image of heaven, therefore beau- 
teous; thankfulness is the tune of angels, therefore 
melodious. But what is faith good for ? Yes, it is good 
for every good purpose, the foundation and root of all 
graces. All the prayers made by devotion, all the good 
works done by charity, all the actual expressions of holi- 
ness, all the praises sounded forth by thankfulness, come 
from the root of faith, that is the life of them all. Faith 
doth animate works, as the body lives by the soul. 
Doubtless faith hath saved some without works, but it 
was never read that works saved any without faith. 



CONTENTMENT. 

LEARN to be contented with your condition. Is that 
animal better that hath two or three mountains to 
graze on than a little bee that feeds on dew or manna, 
and lives on what falls every morning from the clouds, — 
the storehouses of heaven ? Can a man quench his 
thirst better out of a river than a full cup, or drink 
better from the fountain which is finely paved with 
marble than when it wells over the green turf? — 
Jeremy Taylor, 
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CHARITY COMMENDED. 

IP a man should, at his own proper cost and charges, 
build a fair bridge upon some river, in a convenient 
place thereof, leading the ready way to some city or 
market town, can it be thought amiss if he should de- 
mand a small kind of tribute or pontage for horse or 
man that should pass over, whether it were to keep the 
bridge in repair, that so posterity might have the benefit 
thereof; or for the acknowledgment of so great a benefit, 
or for the satisfaction of the builder ? Surely it could 
not. Thus Christ Jesus, our blessed Saviour and Re- 
deemer, hath, with the price of His own most precious 
blood, built a bridge of mercy to pass over, and is him- 
self become a new and living way for all repentant 
sinners to walk in, there being no other way, no other 
bridge for passage into heaven. It is but just, then, 
that something should be done on our parts, not that 
he hath any need, but because he looks for it ; some 
tribute, something by way of acknowledgment, some- 
thing as a toll penny for the relief of his poor distressed 
members, with this assurance, that what we lay out in 
this world by way of charity, shall be doubled in the 
next by way of retribution. 



DEATH THE! END OP ALL. 

MAN is, as it were, a book ; his birth is the title-page, 
his baptism the epistle dedicatory ; his groans and 
crying, the epistle to the reader; his-infancy and child- 
hood, the argument or contents of the whole ensuing 
treatises; his life and actions are the subject; his sins 
and errors, the faults escaped; his repentance, the. cor- 
rection. As for the volumes, some are in folio, some 
in quarto, some in octavo, &c. ; some are fairer bound, 
8ome plainer ; some have piety and godliness for their 
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subjects ; others (and they too many) are mere romances, 
pamphlets of wantonness and folly; but in the last page 
of every one there stands a word, which is FiniSy and 
this is the last word in every book. Such is the life of 
man : some longer, some shorter ; some stronger, some 
weaker; some fairer, some coarser; some holy, some 
profane. But death comes in, like^it, at the last, and 
closes up all ; for that is the end of all. 



PRATERS TO BE OFFERED IN THB NAME OF CHRIST. 

JOSEPH gives strict command unto his brethren, that 
if ever they looked for hvai to do them any good, 
or to see his face with comfort, they should be sure to 
bring the lad Benjamin their brother dong with them. 
Thus, if ever we expect any comfortable return oif our 
prayers, we must be sure to bring our elder brother 
Christ Jesus in our hearts by feith, and to put up all 
our requests in his name. They of old called upon God, 
using the names of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, three 
of God's friends. Afterwards, they entreated God for 
his servant David's sake : others drew up arguments to 
move God, drawn ft-om the creation of the woiid, and 
from his loving kindness. These were very good ways 
then, and very good to engage the great God of heaven 
to us ; but unto us is shewn a more excellent way, by 
how much the appellation of an only-begotten Son 
exceeds that of friend and servant; and the benefit of 
redemption excels that of creation and favour. O, the 
sweet name Jesus X!)hrist ! no man ever asked anything 
of God truly in that name, but he had his asking. 



TO BE MINDFUL OF DEATH AT ALL TIMES. 

rERB was once a discourse betwixt a citizen and a 
mariner. "My ancestors," says the mariner, "were 
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all seamen, and all of them died at sea ; my father, my 
grandfather, and my great-grandfather were all buried 
in the sea." Then says the citizen, " What great cause 
have you then, when you set out to sea, to remember 
your death, and to commit your soul to the hands of 
Gk)d/' "Yea, but," says the mariner to the citizen, 
" Where, I pray, did your father and your grandfather 
die ? " " Why," says he, ** they died all of them in their 
beds." "Truly, then/' says the mariner, "what a care 
had you need to have every night when you go to bed, 
to think of your bed as the grave, and the clothes that 
cover you as the earth that must one day be thrown 
upon you ; for the very heathens themselves that im- 
plored as many deities as they conceived chimeras in 
their fancies, yet were never known to erect an altar to 
Death, because that was ever held uncertain and impla- 
cable." Thus, whether it be at sea or land, that man is 
always in a good posture of defence that is mindful of 
death, that so lives in this world as though he must 
shortly leave it, that concludes within himself, " I must 
die, this day may be my last day, this place the last that 
I shall come in, this sermon the last sermon that I shall 
hear, this Sabbath the last Sabbath that I shall enjoy, 
the next arrow that is shot may hit me ; and the time 
will come (how soon God knows,) that I must lay aside 
this clothing of mortality and lie down in the dust." 



THl IMPBRPECTION OF HUMAN KNOWLEDGE. 

ALli our most laudable endei^vours after knowledge 
now are only the gathering up some scattered 
fragments of what was once an entire fabric, and the 
recovery of some precious jewels which were lost out 
of sight, and sunk in the shipwreck of human nature. 

— STII.WliaFI.BBT. 
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SCRIPTURE KNOWLEDGE TO BE PRACTISED. 

MUSICAL instruments, without handling, will warp 
and become nothing worth; a sprightly horse 
will lose his metal by standing unbreathed in a stable ; 
rust will take the sword that hangs by the walls ; the 
cynic rather than want work would be still removing 
his tub. Thus it is not God's meaning that any grace 
should lie dead in us, much less the knowledge of 
Divine truth, that should break out into practice ; for 
happiness is not entitled to those that know, but those 
that do what they know. 



G0D*8 OMNISCIENCE.. 

THE ostrich, if she can but get her head into a hole, 
thinks nobody sees her, and that all is safe, whilst 
she becomes a miserable prey to her common adversary. 
And this is the folly of many men amongst us, such as 
would be counted wiser than indeed they are; close 
politicians, that dig deep in their counsels, and draw the 
curtains over their deeds of darkness ; subtile Machia- 
vellians, that spin their mischievous design as fine as a 
spider's web, and many times under the veil of religion, 
top; painted hypocrites, that under the pretence of 
gravity, think they dance in a net, unseen of all men ; 
prostitute strumpets, that first sacrifice and then commit 
lewdness ; foul dissemblers, that, under the pretence of 
long prayers, devour widows' houses ; and such as with 
demure looks think to deceive Christ Jesus himself. 
But let such know that God can find Jonah in the bot- 
tom of the ship, and Jeroboam's wife in her disguise ; he 
sees and knows of the diversity of weights and pleasures 
in tradesmen's shops and warehouses, the least dash of 
an erring pen in the matter of accounts, the least sin of 
looseness. And, on the other side, our alms, though. 
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perhaps, they make no great noise in the world, are in 
debenture with him ; he hath a bottle for our tears, a 
book for our deeds, whether good or evil. The whole 
world is to him as a sea of glass, a clear transparent 
body : there is nothing hid from his eyes, so that find 
but out a place where he sees not, then sin and spare 
not. 



ALL KNOWLEDGE BUT IN PART. 

AMONG the Bomans, Nasica was called Corculum for 
his pregnancy of wit ; among the Grecians, De- 
mocritus Abderita was not called wise, but wisdom 
iteelf ; among the Britons, Gildas was called Gildas the 
sage ; among the Jews, Aben Ezra was called Hecha- 
chan ; they said of him, that if knowledge had put out 
her candle, at his brain she might light it again, and 
that his head was the throne of wisdom. Before him, 
among the Israelites, Ahithophel was the man, his coun- 
sel an oracle. Here now was a pack of wise men ; but 
why the Nile should overflow in the summer, when 
waters are at the lowest; or why the loadstone should 
draw iron to it, or incline to the Pole-star ; which of 
them, with all their knowledge, can give a reason of 
either? And as in human, so in Ditine knowledge; the 
most acute and judicious have and must acknowledge 
their ignorance, and deplore their errors in divers 
points ; we know but in part. Then if He that learned 
^i8 divinity among the angels, yea, to whom the Holy 
Ghost was an immediate tutor, did but know in part, it 
is well with us if we know but part of that part. 



A^ 



THE SACRAMENT OF THE SUPPER. 

N instiument, or conveyance of lands from one party 
to another, being fairly engrossed in parchment, 
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with wax fastened unto it, is no more than ordinary 
parchment and wax; but when it comes once to be 
sealed and delivered to the use of the party concerned, 
then it is changed into another quality, and made a 
matter of high concernment. Thus the elements of 
bread and wine are the same in substance with the 
other bread and wine before and after the administra- 
tion is past; the same in quality, the bread dry, the 
wine moist ; the same in nature, the bread to support, 
the wine to comfort the heart of man : but being once 
separated (not by any spells, or signing with the sign 
of the cross ; nor by any popish carnal, sensual tran- 
substantiation) from a common to a holy use, when 
Christ's name is set on them, in regard of institution, 
consecration, operation, and blessing attending on 
them, then they become Christ's bread and God's wine, 
and the table, God's, table too ; not the bread of the 
buttery, but of the sanctuary ; ' not the wine of the 
grape, but of the vine Christ Jesus, sealing unto us the 
pardon and remission of our sins. So that in the right 
receiving thereof we must make it a work, not dentia 
but mentis; not so much to look on the elements what 
they are, but what they signify: look through the bush, 
and see God ; through the sacrament^ and see Christ 
Jesus to our comfort. 



PRAYER TO BE OFFERED BY THE HEART AND NOT THE LIPS. 

IT is observable, that when a man is to swim over 
some river, having thrown himself into the water, 
he passeth as far as he can by the strength of his first 
stroke, and then being as it were at a stand, he fetched 
another stroke, and so a third, and a fourth, till he come 
to the place where he would be. So in the matter of 
prayer, in our addresses unto God, we must do as that 
godly martyr of Christ, Mr. John Bradford, was said to 
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do, not to ramble from one petition to another, till he 
had brought his heart into a perfect frame of prayer, 
so that e\^ry passage of prayer had its full work. As 
for instance, in the Lord's Prayer, when a man shall 
say. Thy kingdom come, and then shall be thinking 
with himself, 0, but if it should now come, what a 
case am I in, that am thus unprovided ? Then in the 
midst of these thoughts, say, Thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven, letting the tongue go on, 
whilst the heart is on somewhat else ; this is an error, 
a green wound easy to be cured, being one good thought 
instead of another, which is to be done by serious and 
deliberate attendance, and careful dwelling on one par- 
ticular, till another be presented. 



GOD IS ALL IN ALL. 

WHAT can we wish for in an heritage that is not to 
be found in God ? Would we have large posses- 
sions ? He is immensity. "Would we have a sure estate ? 
He is immutability. Would we have a term of long 
continuance ? He is eternity itself. — Arrowsmith. 



SALVATION NOT BY WORKS. 

THOSE of the old world, to get them a name upon 
earth, made brick of their own devising, and 
built them a Babel, a tower that must reach up to 
heaven; and when they had all done, they had but 
brick for stone, and slime for mortar, and the end was 
confusion. And such there are, who to get them a 
name, and an opinion of being more holy than other 
men, (Touch me not, I am of purer mould than thou art) 
make brick of their own pure naturals, and inherent 
righteousness, to build up a Babel of merit, that shall 
gain them the kingdom of heaven : And when they 
15 
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shall have all done, it is but the brick and slime of 
mortal corruption, and they can prognosticate to them- 
selves no fairer end than that of Babel was, confusion. 



TIME, TO BE. WELL HUSBANDED. 

IN the country, if a man have a thousand acres of 
ground, he can then spare so much of it to lie waste, 
so much for a bowling green, so much for a tennis court, 
so much for a courtyard, and so much for his 'mansion- 
house, with appurtenances thereunto belonging: But let 
a poor man have but an hemp-pleck, a small burgage, 
or garden-plot, he cannot spare one foot of it, but looks 
to it, and husbands it to the best advantage. And so 
ought we to make much of that little time which we 
have in this world. Eternity rides upon the back of 
time, then not to squander that little time away, aut male^ 
' aut nihilj aut aliud agendo; so that the candle of our life 
burning low, we play it (like foolish children) out, and 
then go darkling to bed, comfortless to our graves. 



THE NECESSITY OF PERSEVERANCE. 

THE philosopher being asked in his old age, Why he 
did not give over his practice, and take his ease, 
answered. When a man is to run a race of forty furlongs, 
would you have him sit down at the nine and thirtieth, 
and so lose the prize ? We do not keep a good fire all 
day, and let it go out in the evening when it is coldest, 
but then rather lay on more fuel, that we may go warnx 
to bed. Thus he that slakes the heat of zeal in his age, 
will go cold to bed, and in a worse case to his grave. 
To continue in ^ving glory to Christ, is no less re- 
quisite than to begin ; though the beginning be more 
than half^ yet the end is more than all. The God of all 
perfection looks, that our ultimum yitoe should be his 
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. optimum ghrim^ that oar last works shon) J be oar best 
works, that we shoold persevere in goodfiess to the end. 



THE GREAT COMFORT OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE. 

A PRISONER standing at the bar, in the time of his 
trial, seemed to smile, when heavy things were 
laid against him ; one that stood by asked him, why he 
did smile ? Oh, said he, it is no matter what the evidence 
say, so long as the jndge says nothing. And to speak 
trath, it is no matter what the world says, so long as 
conscience is quiet; no matter ,how cross the wheels go, 
so as the clock strikes right ; unspeakable is the com- 
fort of a good conscience, unconceivable is the joy, when 
God and a good conscience smile upon a man in the 
midst of reproach and trouble, and fiedse imprisonment; 
for those cannot be scandal where a good conscience 
speaks fair ; that cannot be a prison where a good con- 
science is the keeper; but that is a sad case, when there 
are clamours abroad and a noise within, when a man 
is outwardly smitten with bitter things, and inwardly 
tormented with a guilty conscience. 



CHRISTIANS TO BE ACTIVE IN GOD'S CAUSE. 

EPHORUs, an ancient historian, and a scholar of Isoc- 
rates, had no remarkable thing to write of his 
country, and yet was willing to insert the name of it 
in his history, and therefore brings it in with a cold 
parenthesis : .Athens did this famous thing, and Sparta 
did that ; and at that time my countrymen the Cumins 
did nothing. God forbid that England and English- 
men should be so recorded in ecclesiastical history, as 
to have their names put in with a blank ; such a church 
did thus nobly, and such a people suffered thus piti- 
fully, an^ \t that time the men of England did just no 
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thing: to be more particalar, Buch a man did so much, 
and such a man gave so much, for the glory of Christ, 
and succour of poor Christian^ ; and at that time thou 
didst nothing, thou gavest nothing; thou professest 
thyself to be a Christian, be an active Christian. There ^ 
be not only walls upon earth, but a book in heaven 
wherein the names of Christian benefactors are written, 
let it be thy care to find thy name there, othei'wise it 
will be no more honour for thee to be put into the 
chronicle, than it was for Pontius Pilate to have his 
name mentioned in th^ creed. 



HUMILITY A PROOF OP GREATNESS. 

GBNERALLT Speaking, those that have the most grace 
and the ^greatest gifts, and are of the most useful- 
ness, are the most humble, and think the most meanly 
of themselves. 80 those boughs and branches of trees 
which are most ricUy laden with finiit, bend downwards, 
and hang lowest.*^ Dr. Gill. 



PRAYER, THE CHRISTIAN'S SUPPORT IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES. 

IF a man lose all his personal estate, and save his real ; 
if he be robbed of all his goods, and save his lands, 
he may buy mcnre goods, and supply the loss with the 
income of his rents. Or suppose one that being an able 
penman, should by his writing get fifty pounds per 
annum, and lending his supposed Mend such a like 
sum, should lose it, he would in a short time make it 
up again ; but if his hand were cut oflF, there would be 
email hopes of any further earnings. Thus prayer is as 
it were the right hand, the only means to supply all 
defects, it gets all, and makes up the loss of all. As a 
poor woman said in her distress, X have no friend, but 
I have a prayer that will get favour with my God, so 
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long 88 I can find a praying heart, God will, I am sure 
of that, find a pitying heart and a helping hand. And 
thus it is that, when all outward comforts fail, and sor- 
rows multiply on all sides, then it will he found that 
great is the benefit of prayer. 

« 

THE FAIT0FUL SERVANTS OF GOD, WELL BEWABDED. 

WHEN a man hath spent himself in some great man's 
service, either he will not do him the good he 
can, or cannot do him the good he would, or if both 
willing and able, yet is ignorant what is best to do; 
Mordecai wears the king's apparel, rides upon the king's 
horse, with a royal crown on his head, what could be 
done more ? Yes, all this and much more shall be done 
to him that serveth God, he shall be sure to have what- 
soever is good. Imagine the happiness of Haman in his . 
prince's favour, the contentment of Samson with his 
Delilah, the comforts of Elijah preserved by ravens, the 
joy of Paul and Silas visited by angels, the honours 
of David, advanced to a crown ; such honours, such 
pleasures, such comforts, such inward joys, such and 
infinitely greater lasting and everlasting happiness will 
God bestow upon all those that faithfully serve him. 

THE SINS OF BELIEVERS. 

A TRAVELLER in his journcy thinks of nothing so much 
as his journey's end : if he stumble by the way, 
that is against his will, and more than he intended ; and 
if he chance to get a fall, or to go out of his way, he 
rests not till he be up, and in it again. So look but upon 
a hunter, he hath no design to follow his way at all, 
whether in the way or out of the way, his mind is upon 
the game ; an archer bends his bow, delivers his arrow, 
and though it fall short or over, on one side or other, 
15* 
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his aim was at the mark. Thus it is with the children 
of God, their aim is at heaven, their thoughts upon 
Zion, their looks towards Jerusalem, and their faces 
thitherward ; and if there be any aberrations, or turn- 
ing aside, it is no more they, but sin that dwelleth in 
them. It is not so with* the ungodly, they have no 
such design for God's glory, the desire of their hearta 
is the satisfaction of their lusts and sinful pleasures, 
they aim at nothing else but sin, and so in the end reap 
the wretched fruit of their own wicked ways. 



CHRIST THE ONLY OBJECT OF THE DEVOUT SOUL. 

A STATIONER being at a fair, hung out the pictures, or 
small printed counterfeits of men famous in their 
kinds ; among which he had also the picture of Christ : 
divers men bought according to their several fancies : 
the soldier buys his Csesar, the lawyer his Justinian, 
the physician his Galen, the philosopher his Aristotle, 
the poet his Virgil, the orator his Cicero^ and the divine 
his Augustine, every man after the addiction of his 
own heart. ^ The picture of Christ hung by still, of less 
price than the rest; a poor chapman, that had no more 
money than would purchase that, bought it, saying, 
" Now every one hath taken away his god, let me have 
mine." Thus whilst the covetous repair to their riches 
like birds to their nests ; and the lustful to their broth- 
els, like flesh-flies to the larder; the ambitious to their 
honour, like butterflies to a poppy ; the strong to their 
holds, as snails creep into their shells ; the learned te 
their arts, as bees to their hives ; atheists to their sen- 
sual refuges, as dogs to their kennels ; and politicians 
to their wits, as foxes to their holes ; the devout soul 
will know^ no other sanctuary, fix upon no other object 
but Christ Jesus, not pictured in her chamber, but planted 
in the inner chamber of her heart. 
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GOD BRINGS ORDER OUT OF CONFUSION. 

PAUL and Barnabas coiitinued a long time in the work 
of the ministry together, at last they fell out about 
a motion to visit the churches, where they had formerly 
preached ; Barnabas will by all means have Mark along 
with him. No, says Paul, that shall not be, because he , 
was not at the planting of the churches. One will not 
go without him, and the other will by no means go with 
him. The contention at last grows so high that it comes 
to a non-communion, they departed asunder one from 
the other; one went one way, and the other went an- 
other, and by this means the knowledge of God was more 
spread abroad, the gospel of Jesus Christ further dis- 
persed. " O happy falling out of two," said a good old 
Christian, " that was the falling in of so many unto 
Christ." And thus God, when his own time is, can 
bring good out of evil, light out of darkness, and order 
out of confusion, in making up the breaches, and com- 
posing the differences both in church and commonwealth. 



INSENSIBILITY TO DEATH REPROVED. 

IN a good pasture, where many good oxen are, the 
butcher comes and ^tcheth away one and kills it ; 
next day he fetcheth away another, and kills that too. 
Now, those which he leaves behind feed and fat them- 
selves till they are driven to the slaughter, not consid- 
ering what is become of their fellows, or what shall be- 
come of themselves. So when death, coming amongst 
a multitude of men, h^re takes one, and there another, 
we pamper up ourselves till he overtake us also. We 
live as though, like Adam and Abel, we never saw a 
man die before us, whereas every churchyard, every 
age, every sickness should be a preacher of mortality 
unto us. 
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GREAT SINS HAVE SMALL BEGINNIKOS. 

GENERAL NoRRis, One of the ancestors of that nobl« 
femily, having, as he thought, received a slight 
wound in the wars of Ireland, neglected the same, pre- 
suming, belike, that tUe balsam of his own body, with- 
out calling in for those other auxiliaries of art, would 
have wrought the cure; but so it was, that his arm gan- 
grened, and both arm and life were lost together. Thus 
it was with him in the body natural, and thus it will be 
too in the body spiritual ; the least of sin, therefore, is 
to be avoided, the least growth of sin to be prevented ; 
the cockatrice must be crushed in the Qgg^ else it will 
soon become a serpent The very thought of sin, if 
not thought on, will break out into action, action into 
custom, custom into habit^ and then both body and soul 
are irrecoverably lost to all eternity. 



^ CHRIST SEEN MORE CLEARLY UNDER THE GOSPEL THAN 
UNDER THE LAW. 

AS a king, in his progress, coming to some great city, 
divers of his train ride before him, and many more 
come after him, yet all come to the same place ; but 
those that are before do not ^ee what entertainment is 
made in the way so well as they that come behind. 
Thus it is that Christ is seen more clearly under the 
gospel than under the law. The patriarchs and the Is- 
rael of God saw somewhat of Christ, as they were before 
him, but not one half which we see that ar^ |)ehind. 
Moses was then under a cloud, but his face is now un- 
veiled. It was a good observation of an acute preacher 
(now with God), then lying on his death-bed, " O how 
happy," said he, " are the people of this age, that see 
more of Christ than ever their predecessors did, mwe 
than the patriarchs and. people of old; they had only 
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Moses, the Psalms, and the Prophets, but we the Books 
of the New Testament, setting out Christ before us. 



THE POWER OF A GOOD EXAMPLE. 

JUSTIN Martyr confesseth that he left philosophy and 
became a Christian scholtw through the admiration 
that he had to behold the innocent and godly lives of 
the primitive Christians, hearing them pray unto God 
for the good and welfare of those who, to the utmost 
of their power, endeavoured and wrought their ruin. 
Thus forcible, thus eflfectual, thus prevalent is the ex- 
ample of an holy life ; when men and women live so 
chastely, walk so circumspectly, and order themselves 
so holily, so meekly, so blamelessly, that men who are 
even strangers to a godly life are strongly wrought 
upon, and very much aflfected with, and won to Christ 
by their religious and gracious conversation. 



BEWARE OF BRINGING DISCREDIT ON RELIGION. 

WHEN a Pagan beheld Christians receiving the blessed 
sacrament, and observed with what reverence and 
devotion they demeaned themselves in that holy busi- 
ness, he was inquisitive what that action meant. It 
was answered by one of them, " That God, having first 
emptied their hearts of all their sins, as pride, envy, 
covetousness, contention, luxury, and the rest, did now 
enter into them Himself, with a purpose to dwell 
there.*' He was silent for the present, but followed 
and watched them whom he saw to be communicants 
in that action, for two days together. And perceiving 
some of them to foil into quarrels, uncleanness, rapac- 
ity, and drunkenness so soon, he declared his censure 
of them with this exclamation, " I confess that your 
religion may be good, your devotion good, your'profes- 
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sion good, but your hospitality is stark naught ; that 
you will not give your God two days* lodging." Here 
now, was a sad occasion given for the enemies of God 
so to judge of them that seem to make profession of 
His holy name. This is the shame of Christians, the 
disparagement of religion, when it is forced, against 
the nature of it, to encourage lewdness this an abuse 
of the promises of grace, of the covenants and pledges 
of grace, which are the sacraments, when encourage- 
ments to evil are derived from so merciful indulgence. 
Again, it is a dishonour done to the honour of grace 
and godliness when, from the sermon which forbiddeth 
such a sin, we shall immediately run into the sin for- 
bidden by the sermon, and so give an unbanny occasion 
for weak ones to be offended. 



THE DANGER OF SELF-CONMDENCE. 

IT is storied of two men, named Denton and Wolaey, 
that the one was very fearful that he should deny 
the cause of Christ, were he but called to make profes- 
sion thereof. The other (who was Denton), shewed a 
great deal of confidence, aa being able to stand upon his 
own legs. But being both cast into prison, and put to 
the trial, Wolsey stands up for the cause of God, and 
having no other foundation but what was laid in Christ 
Jesus, suffers martyrdom; whilst Denton, for all his 
great shew, played the renegade, and turned like a 
weathercock with the time. But it so fell out, that he 
who would not willingly burn for religion, was after- 
wards unwillingly burned in the saving of his own house 
then on fire. Thus it is a very dangerous thing for any 
man to rely upon his own strength ; the danger of self- 
confidence is very great, it hath but one foot to stand 
on, and therefore apt to stumble and catch a fall ; where- 
as a child of God, just like a little* child, will desire the 
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hand of God's good guidance if be be to pass over tbe 
bridge of any difficulty whatsoever. 



PREACHERS OF GOD'S WORD TO BE ENCOURAGED. 

ERNESTUS, Duke of Luneburg, caused a burning lamp 
to be stamped on his coin, with these four letters, 
A. 8. M. 0.; by which was meant, AIUm SermcM Meipsum 
Cantero (By giving light to others, I consume myself). 
Now if he thought this to be the duty of a secular 
prince, how much more of a spiritual prophet, one that 
is set apart for the holy function of the ministry, to 
spend his strength in God's service,' to preach in season 
and out of season, never to give over, but to oin the 
race with cheerfulness, being constant unto the end ; 
knowing that his labour shall not be in vain in the Lord. 



CUSTOM NO EXCUSE FOR THE COMMISSION OF SIN. 

IT is said that a prisoner, standing at the bar indicted 
for felony, was asked by the judge what he could 
say for himself. "Truly, my lord," says he, "I did 
mean no hurt when I stole ; it is an evil custom that I 
have gotten ; I have been used to it ever since I knew 
anything." " Why, then," sayis the judge, " if it be thy 
custom to steal, it is my custom to hang up thieves." 
So, if it be any man's custom, to swear upon every slight 
occasion, it is God's custom not to hold them guiltless 
that take His name in vidn. Is it any man's custom to 
lead an unchaste and drunken life, it is God's custom to 
judge them. Whatsoever the sin be, there is no plead- 
ing of custom to excuse it, as that they meant no harm, 
it was" against their will, &c. All the fig-leaves that 
can be gathered, and sewed never so close, will not 
hide their nakedness from the eyes df heaven;, God 
will certainly bring them to judgment 
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GOD THE FOimtAIN-SOURCE OF ALL OUR BLESSINGS. 

IT itf said of Hadrian VL, that, having built a stately 
college at Lovain, he set this inscription on the 
front, in golden letters, Tra^eetum plantamt, Lavanium 
rigavit, $ed Cknar dedU inerementwiij ITtrecht planted me, 
for there he was bom ; Lovain watered me, for there he 
was bred ; but Csesar gave the increase, who from the 
ferula brought him to the Crosier; of a schoolmaster, 
made Mm pope of Some. A witty passenger, reproving 
his folly, underwrote. Here was no room for God to do 
anything. Thus God may be said not to be in all the 
thoughts of self-seeking men ; they do not, with those 
ancients, preface to their works, Theo%j TheoSy but inter- 
vert a great part of the price wij;h that ill couple, turn- 
ing God's glory into shame, loving vanity, seeking after 
lies ; such as, in the original, will deceive their expecta- 
tions ; of which sort, by a speciality, is that smoke of 
popular applause, which, the higher it mounts, the 
sooner it vanisheth, and comes to nothing. 

GOFS MERCIES, A CAUSE FOR CHRISTIAN THANKFULNESS. 

PLATO, looking through the dim spectacles of Nature, 
gave thanks unto God for three things : First, That 
God had created him a man, and not a beast ; Secondly,* 
That he was bom a Grecian, not a barbarian ; Thirdly, 
That not only so, but a philosopher also. But Christians, 
that are better bred and taught, turn the stream of their 
thanks into another manner of channel : First, That 
God hath created them after his own image ; Secondly, 
That he hath called them out of the common crowd 
of this world, and made them Christians ; Thirdly, and 
more especially, That amongst those that bear the 
name of Christ, he hath made them faithful ones ; like 
a few quick-sighted men amongst a company of blind 
ones ; like the light in Goshen when all Egypt vas dark 
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besides ; or, like Gr.deon's fleece, only watered with the 
dew of heaven, whilst the rest of the earth was dry and 
destitute of his favour. Great cause of thankfulness 
indeed. 



TO BBWABB OF RELAPflSS IN SIN. 

rB workman's first care is to lay the foundation sure, 
lest it fall like the house built on the sand ; the 
next, to perfect the roof, that it do not rain through, 
and fot the principals. The poet did put no less virtue . 
into jTwm than into Qtuxrere; nor will the lawyer pass a 
conveyance with a mere 'ffahendum^ but he will have a 
Tenendum too ; the physician ends not the cure of his 
patient with the cure of his disease, but, after all, minds 
the preventing of a relapse. And so must we, though 
we stand, take heed lest we fall and beware of relapses 
in sin. St. Peter's Cavete ne excidatia, is but an exposi- 
tion of his master's Memore% estotey both as fortifications 
against Becidivation. We may fall, therefore let us look 
to our standing ; we may be led away ; the devil will 
venture to try us ; therefore, let us not budge, nor give 
him one foot of ground ; but if he beckon one away, be 
sure to take the other. He labours to trip up our heels, 
and it must be our care to take heed of felling ; and as 
we desire to have our fiiith blessed into vision, our hope 
changed into fruition, our love into perfect comprehen- 
sion, our repentance comforted with pardon, our charity 
crowned with glory, and all our services rewarded with 
eternal life ; let us keep the graces of God's holy spirit 
ever in brettth and motion, always in the ascendant, 
climbing higher and higher, till they come to the top 
of immortality. And as when rivers, towards their end, 
approach near unto the sea, then the tide comes and 
meets tiiem ; so when the course of our piety draws 
near to the end of our life, God comes and meets us, 
16 
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comforts us with a taste of heaven before our death, 
and gives us after death the everlasting possession of it 
through JesQS Christ. 



CHRISTIAN APPAREL. 

rBY that put on the Lord Jesns are diothed with a 
fourfold garment ; first, with a garment of Christ's 
imputed righteousness. 2. With a garment of sanctifi- 
cation. 8. With a garment of protection. 4. With a 
garment of glory. The first garment may be called a 
winter's garment, because it covers us. The second, a 
summer's garment, because it adorns us. The third, a 
coat-armour, because it keeps us safe. The fourth, a 
wedding-garment, because there is no admission to the 
supper of the Lamb without it. The first three may be 
called our work-day suits, because we must put them 
on all the days of our lives ; but the fourth our holiday- 
suit, because we must not put it on till the week of our 
pilgrimage in Baca be ended, and the sabbath of our 
eternal rest in the new Jerusalem begun. 



THE BIBLE. 

EURIPIDES (saith the orator) hath in.his well-composed 
tragedies more sentences than sayings ; and Thucy- 
dides hath so stuffed every syllable of his history with 
substance, that the one runs parallel along with the 
other ; the works of Ly sias are so well couched, that 
you cannot take out the least word, but you take away 
the whole sense with it; and Phocion had a special 
faculty of speaking much in few words ; the Cretians in 
Plato's time (however degenerated in St. Paul's) were 
more weighty than wordy ; Timanthes was famous in 
this, that in his picture^ more things were intended than 
deciphered ; ani of Hom^ ijb is said, that none could 
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ever peer him for poetry. Then how much more apt 
and apposite are these high praises to the book of God, 
rightly called the Bibl^ ? As if it were, as indeed it is, 
both for fitness of terms, and fulness of truth, the only^ 
book, to which (as Luther saith) all the books in the 
world are but waste paper. It is called, the Word, by 
way of eminency, because it must be the but and boun- 
dary of all our words ; and the Scripture, as the lord 
paramount above all other words, or writings of men 
collected into volumes, there being (as the Rabins say) 
a mountain of sense hanging upon every tittle of it ; 
whence may be gathered flowers and phrases to polish 
our speeches with, even sound words, that have a heal- 
ing property in them, far above all the smooth phrases 
of human elocution. 



DEATH THE MESSENGER OF PEACE TO BELIEVERS. 

IP a man should come to a merchant, and of two stones 
laid before him, the one false and counterfeit, the 
'other true and precious, and laying down the price of 
the worst should ^et the better ; would he think the 
merchant had dealt hardly with him ? No, he could 
not, but would rather admire his love and courtesy in 
the bargain. In like manner, there are two lives pro- 
posed to all men, the one temporal, the other eternal ; 
both these he sets to sale, but he sells us the eternal. 
Why then, like silly children, are we sad, because we 
have received the best, it being a great favour to be 
taken from the evil to come. 



MINISTERS TO PREACH TO THE CAPACITY OP THEIR HEARERS. 

IT is observable, that the profoundest prophets accom- 
modated themselves to their hearers' capacities, as 
of fishes to the Egyptians, droves of cattle to the Ara- 
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bians, trade and traffic to the Tyriaug. So our blegged 
Saviour tells his j&shermen, that they shall be fishers 
of men ; and after many plain parables to the people, 
(as if the Father, the essential word, had been at a loss 
for a fit word, familiar and low enough for our dull and 
shallow apprehensions) ; whereunto, saith he, shall we 
liken the kingdom of heaven ? Yea, the evangelists 
spake vulgarly many times for their bearers' sakes, 
even to a manifest incongruity. In after ages (those 
two great lights of the church) St Augustine and St 
Ambrose, the one confesseth that he was fain to use 
some words sometimes to those Roman colonies in 
Africa, where he preached that were not Latin^ as oswum 
for 09y dolus for dolor^ floriet for flarebit^ to the end they 
might understand him. And the other remembering 
that he was a minister, stood not always upon the pure- 
ness of his style, but was far more solicitous of his 
matter, than of his words. Thus, as children use money 
to jingle with, and men use flowers for sight and scent, 
but bees for honey and wax, not to gild their wings as 
the butterfly, but to fill their combs, and feed their 
young ; in like sort there are those that tip their tongues 
and store their heads, some for show, and some for de- 
light ; but ministers above all men, have these talents 
in trust, that therewith they miay save themselves, and 
those that hear them, they must condescend to the capac 
ities of their hearers, stoop to the apprehensions of the 
meanest, become all things to all men, in St PauFs 
sense, that they may win some. Hence was that saying 
of a reverend bishop,' Lord send me learning enough, 
that I may preach plain enough. 



DEATH OF BELIEVERS NOT TO BE MATTER OF EXCESSIVE 
SORROW. 

ABUAH the prophet meets with Jeroboam's wife, and 
tells her that he was sent with heavy news, and 
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with tha^. especially, " Thy child shall die." And which 
might add the more unto her sorrow, " Thy child shall 
die as soon as thou enterest thy foot into the city," so 
that she could not so much as speak to him, or see him 
alive. And it was so, which was the occasion of a na- 
tional mourning, there heing in him hound up the hopes 
of all Israel. And thus it is, that many judge it very 
heavy tidings to hear of the early, untimely deaths of 
friends and acquaintances, that, like grapes, they should 
be gathered before they be ripe, and as lambs slain be- 
fore they be grown. But why should they judge so? 
Why take on so with grief and sorrow ? It is true that 
tears are suitable to an house of mourning, so that mod- 
eration lends a napkin to dry up the excess of weeping. 
Consider, then, that nothing hath befallen them, but 
that which hath done, may do, and often doth betide 
the best of God's dear children. No man grieves to ste 
his friend come sooner than ordinary, more speedily 
than usually others do, to be rich and honourable, or to 
see his friend or child outstrip others in learning and 
wisdom, to have that in a short time which others long 
labour for. Why, then, should any man be troubled, but 
rather count it matter of joy, when their children or 
friends by death obtain so speedily such a measure of 
spiritual riches, and such a height of heavenly glory in 
so short a time ; besides, they have this benefit before 
those that live longer, they are freed from the violence 
of the wine-press that others fall into, and escape many 
storms that others are fain to ride through. 



THE MEDITATION ON DEATH PROFITABLE. 

THERE is a story of one that gave a young gallant a 
curious ring, with a death's head in it, upon this 
condition, that, for a certain time, he should spend one 
hour every day in looking and thinking of it. He took 
16* 
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the ring in wantonness, but performed the condition 
with diligence ; it wrought a wonder on him, and of a 
desperate ruffian he became a conscientious Christian. 
It were to be wished that men of all sbrts would think 
more of death than they do, and not make that the far- 
thest end of their thoughts, which should always be the 
nearest thought of their end ; but to spend some time 
fixedly every day on the meditation of death, and then, 
by God's grace, they would find such an alteration in 
their lives and conversation, that there would be glad- 
ness in the church, peace in their own souls, and joy 
before the angels in heaven for tiieir conversion. 



THE POWBE OF SCRIPTURE APTLY QUOTED. 

IT is very remarkable, how God himself, the greatest 
master of speech, and maker of it too, when He 
spake from heaven at the transfiguration of his Christ, 
our Jesus, made use of three several texts of scripture 
in one breath, as in Matt. xvii. 5. This is my beloved 
Son. Ps. ii. 7. In whom I am well pleased. Is. xlii. 1. 
Hear ye him. Deut. xviii. 15. No doubt, but God could 
have expatiated as he pleased ; but this may reprove the 
curious queasiness of such nice ones as disdain at the 
stately plainne*8s of the Scripture, and to shew of what 
authority Scripture phrase is with God. Happy, then, 
is that man, that minister, that can aptly utter his mind 
in pure Scripture-phrase, in that heavenly language, 
the language of Canaan. It is not the froth of words, 
nor the ostentation of learning (though useful in its 
time and place), nor strong lines, that will draw men 
up to heaven ; but strong arguments, and convincing 
downright truths, drawn out of the Treasury of God's 
Word; as when a sermon is full of the bowels of Scrip- 
ture, so that God and Christ may (as it were) seem to 
#peak in the preacher. ^ 
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PROFESSION WITHOUT PRACTICE SIGNIFIETH NOTHING. 

WHEN we see an image stand still without motion, 
be it the effigies or portraiture of any emperor or 
king, or (if possible to be contracted within the bounds 
of homan limits) the picture of some commouwealth, 
exquisitely graven in metal, or painted out in lively 
colours, we know that for all the eyes, and mouth, and 
nos^ that it hath, it hath no life in it So, when we see 
professors of religion without the powerful practice of 
godliness, and supreme officers of state without the 
administration of justice, we know, and can safely con- 
clude, that the life of God is not in them, that they are 
not actuated by any divine principle within, but are 
mere idols, and images of vanity. 



PATIENCE UNDER GOD'S AFFLICTION. 

SAMUEL hav\ng told Eli of the destruction of his house, 
he said, "It is the Lord, let Him do what seemeth 
Him good." "I was dumb, I opened not my mouth," 
said David, " because it was Thy doing." He knew that 
Qod's hand should be no further stretched out to smite 
than to save, that as He might do what He pleased with 
him, so He would not overdo. Pater eatj si Pater non 
esset; this cooled the boiling rage x)f the young man in 
Terence. Thus let every man sit down with the like 
consideration, and say within himself, " Shall I not drink 
of the cup that my Father hath put into my hands ? 
stand under the cross that He hath laid on my shoulders ? 
stoop unto the yoke that He hath laid on my neck ? 
Bears and lions take blows from their keepers ; and shall 
not I do the lijse from the keeper of Israel ? If I con- 
tend with my Maker worse will come of it. I cannot ward 
off His blow, nor hedge myself up against His fire, I 
will, therefore, with meekness and silence, submit and 
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bow under His hand, and not make my crosses heavier 
than He hath made them by frowardness and impatience. 



GOD REWARDS THE LEAST FAITHFUL SERVICE. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR the tyrant, going upon God's errand, 
shall hafe Egypt as his pay, for his pains at Tyre; 
and Simon of Cyrene, for that involuntary service he did 
our Saviour in carrying His cross, shall not only himself, 
but his two sons also, Rufus and Alexander, have a nail 
and a name in God's house, better than that of sons and 
of daughters. How much more then will God gratify, 
graciously accept, and liberally reward the small offer- 
ings of His weak servants, when He sees them to pro- 
ceed from great love ? He takes goat's hair from some 
hands, as well as jewels ; and two mites from a mean 
body in as good "part, as two millions from those that are 
more able, to note, that a ready heart sets an high price 
with Him, upon a low present. Doth Job serve God 
for nought ? chap. i. 9. Doth any so much as shut the 
door, or kindle a fire upon His altar unrewarded ? They 
do not. God is a liberal paymaster, and all His retri- 
butions are more than bountiful, even for the least of 
service that can be done unto Him. 



THE INCONCEIVABLE MYSTERY OF THE TRINITY. 

IT is (though somewhat &bulously) recorded, that when 
St. Augustine was writing of the blessed Trinity, 
walking by the sea-side, he saw a little child digging a 
hole in the ground, and, taking water with a spoon out 
of the sea, poured it into the hole. St. Augustine de- 
manded of the child why he did so, and he answered 
that he would ladle the whole aea into it. " The sea," 
said he, " is too great, and the aole, the spoon, and thd 
child too littie." To whom the child replied thue, 
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*' Just so art thon, to write in the holy Trinity,** and so 
vanished. Thus, whatsoever thou art. Canst thou empty 
the ocean of this great mystery into an oyster-shell 7 
Canst thou define how the begetter should not be before 
the begotten ? Canst thou dream how generation and 
proceeding differ ? How there should be a Trinity in 
unily, and unity in Trinity ; Three in one, and one in 
Three ? This is a mystery of mysteries, not fer to be 
dived into; it is impossible to sound the bottomless 
depth of such divine mysteries with the plummet of our 
short-lived and short-lined reason, or think to pierce the 
marble hardness of God*s secrets, with the leaden point 
of our dull apprehension ; yet so &r as the Scriptures 
have revealed necessarily to be understood, we may look 
into it. And, to be sure, he that hath two or three 
walks a-day upon Mount Tabor, and, with holy Moses, 
converseth with God in three persons, on the Horeb of 
both Testaments, shall find the peace of God the Father, 
the love of God the Son, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost, to his eternal comfort. 



THE DESTRUCTIVE NATURE OF SIN. 

WHBK Nicephorus Phocas had built a mighty strong 
wall about his palace for his own security, in the 
night time he heard a voice, crying out unto him, " 
Emperor, though thou buildest thy wall as high as the 
clouds, yet, if sin be within, it will overthrow all." And 
most true it is, that all sin is of a destructive nature 
What though our nation be in as good a posture ae 
heart can wish, our navy ready, our ports and block- 
houses well fortified, our coasts guarded, all our beacons 
watched, all our castles repaired, all our men armed, 
and our land environed with a wall of iron about it, 
yet if sin be within, if bribery, oppression, self-interest, 
hatred, malice, &;c., be in the midst of us, like tho^ 
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traitors in the Trojan horse, any one of them will do 
more hurt in one*night, than ten thousand open enemies 
in ten years. 







GOD'S FREE ELECTION. 

F Adam's three sons, Cain, the eldest, was extremely 
wicked ; of Noah's three sons, the youngest was 
wicked ; of Tenth's three sons, the second was wicked. 
Thus it is neither the elder nor the younger, neither 
birth nor parentage, age or condition, that can claim 
any interest in heaven, except they be elected of God 
before the beginning of the world. Happiness is not 
entailed upon any worldly relation, but he that hath 
made his election sure is a happy man. 



RECONCILIATION WITH GOD THROUGH CHRIST. 

A RUNAGATE SOU, leaving his father, and living in 
foreign countries, was brought to want; and, find- 
ing little charity among strangers, he was driven to 
work for his living. Industry brought in gains, and the 
sweetness of gain whetted on industry. Soon he grew 
rich, became a merchant, and dealt in traffic with divers 
nations, and, among the rest, with some of that nation 
where his father lived. Hearing news how potent and 
opulent his father was grown, of his wealth and author- 
ity in the city, he resolves to steer his course thither- 
ward. Four businesses he put into his head ; one was 
to congratulate with his friends and allies, another to be 
merr^ with his old companions, the third to gather up 
his debts, the last, and principal, to be reconciled to his 
father. Being arrived there, he follows his three former 
employments close, he fails in none of them ; but these 
did so wholly take up his time, that he quite forgot the 
main, the reconciliation to his father. The mariners on 
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a sudden call all aboard, the tide tarries no man ; pres- 
ently he must be shipped, and so leaves that business 
utterly undone. Thus, we are all strangers on earth : 
our Father is the Almighty King of Heaven. We are 
charged but with four businesses here in this world ; 
FirMyy Honestly to provide for ourselves and families; 
Secondly^ To perform all just duties to our neighbours; 
Thirdly^ To solace our hearts with the sober and thank- 
ful use of God's creatures ; Fourthly ^ and chiefly of all, 
To serve our Maker in all holy obedience, to acknowl- 
edge our sins with humble penitence, to get His pardon 
through the merits of His Son Jesus. Kow so it is, that 
we are diligent in the rest ; we heap up riches, we sate 
ourselves with pleasures, we are indulgent to our bodies ; 
but for the matter of most moment, that of greatest con- 
cernment — ^the pleasing of God, the saving of souls, &c., 
we are as negligent as if they were not things consider- 
able. Death calls us aboard, carries us away in his deep 
bottom, and the main business we came about is left 
uneffected. We cannot but confess all this, let us then 
amend it ; and, whatever become of our riches, of our 
pleasures, of our bodies, let us be sure of our recon- 
ciliation made with God in Christ Jesus. 



GLOEY TO BB GIVEN TO GOD ONLY. 

PHARAOH ascribes much to Joseph, but Joseph quickly 
rids it off from himself, and sends \t away to the 
right owner. So Daniel to Nebuchadnezzar ; he blesseth 
God for the knowledge he hath, and so does not deny 
it, but he returns the praise to Him that gave it. David 
had his Non nobis Domine. And it is written of St. 
Bernard, that, having done many wonders in France, he 
did thus put off all glory from himself, " I have learned 
in the Scriptures," saith he, "how signs are done; let 
^hem have a good opinion of me, but give all the praise 
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to God." Thus it is the greatest and the highest part 
of divine wisdom, to give God the glory of all our ac- 
tions. It is His own, why should He not have it? 



NECESSITY OF RESTITUTION. 

mHERB is a story of a man that gave much alms to the 
± poor, who, walking one day very solitary, an angel 
met him in likeness of a man, and, walking with him, 
brought him at last to a deep valley, where was a pit 
burning with fire and brimstone, and therein three gib- 
bets ; upon one of them did hang a man by the tongue, 
upon another a man by the hands, on the third hung no 
man at all. The good man, much marvelling at the 
strangeness of such a sight, asked the angel what the 
men were that hanged in those tormenting flames ? He 
told him that he which hanged by the tongue was his 
grandfather, who purchased the land and house wherein 
he now dwelt, by false oaths, lying, and peijury, and 
was therefore hanged by the tongue ; and that the other 
was his own father, who, by strong hand, kept that 
which his father before him had wickedly gotten ; and 
that the third gallows was prepared for him, unless he 
made restitution, and so the angel vanished. The man 
being left alone, went sadly home, and the next day sent 
for the true owners, and restored the lands unto them ; 
whereat his wife and children were much amazed, say- 
ing that he would make them all beggars. " O," says 
he, " it is better to beg a little while in this world than 
to bum for ever in the world to come ; better t# lose 
.house and lands here, than to be deprived of God and 
goodness hereafter." This may be a story, but the moral 
is good, and setteth out unto us, that ill-gotten goods 
never prosper in the end, and that there is a necessity 
of restoring what hath been unjustly taken away. 
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GOD'S JUSTICE AND MERCY. 

A MARINER in a storm would very fain save his goods, 
but, to save the ship, he heaves them overboard. 
A tender-hearted mother corrects her child, whereas 
th€f stripes are deeper in her heart than in its flesh. As 
it was said of a judge, who, being to give sentence of 
death upon an offender, "I do that good which I would 
not" Thus God, more loving than the carefhl mariner, 
more tender than the indulgent mother, and more mer- 
ciful than the pitiful judge, is willingly unwilling that 
any sinner 'should die. He punisheth no man as he is a 
man, but as he is a sinftil man ; He loves him, yet turns 
him over to justice. It is God's work to punish, but it 
is withal His opu9 alienum^ His strange work, His strange 
and foreign act, not His JSudokiay His good will and 
pleasure, His nature and property being to have mercy 
on all men« 



RIOT AND EXCESS CONDEMNED. 

THERE is am old apologue, how Honestum, Utile, and 
Jucundum would needs keep house together. Ho- 
nestum was to govern all. Utile to provide for all, and 
Jucundum to dress or prepare for all. They had a very 
great household, yet maintained their charge, relieved 
the poor, and laid up something for their posterity. All 
things went sweetly on while Cheerfulness was the cook, 
Thriftiness the caterer, and Honesty the steward. If any 
of the family were disordered. Honesty reformed them; 
if any lavish and unthrifty. Frugality recovered them ; 
if any melancholy, Jucundum revived and cheered tbem. 
But, after a while, this Jucundum getting a little head, ' 
begins to exceed in mirth, and falls out with Utile for 
short provision. He had invited a number of jesters, 
players, and dancers, and must have extraordinary cheer 
17 
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for them. Utile refused to allow it, Jucandum would 
have it, and the quarrel grew hot. While Honestum 
was called to moderate the matter, this rabble came in, 
took Jucundum's part, snatched the keys out of Utile's 
hands, ransacked the coffers, exhausted the treasures, 
turned Honesty and Thrift out of doors, sung, danced, 
and drank, and threw, as they say, the house out at the 
windows. Thus the family broke, for, just as Hopestum 
and Utile went out, Beggary came in ; only these two 
erected a new house, and repaired their estates; to 
whom, not long after, Jucundum came a-begging, but 
might not be admitted as one of the family, only was 
sent for sometimes to make them merry, and lived on 
their alms. The moral is easy : frugality is the best 
jewel of hospitality : riot and excess are condemned, 
whereby many a good £Etmily hath been ruined. Let 
all the rest take warning. 



MORNING PRAYERS .COMMENDED. 

ST. Orioen going to comfort and encourage a martyr 
who was to be tormented, was himself apprehended 
by the officers, and constrained either to offer to the 
idols, or to have his body abused by a blackamoor, that 
was ready for that purpose ; of which hard choice, to 
save his life, he bowed unto the idol. But afterward? 
making a sad confession of his life, he said. That he 
went fortii that morning without making his prayers 
unto God, which, he said, he knew assuredly to be the 
cause of his falling into evil. And, to say truth, he that 
committieth^not himself to God's good guidance in the 
morning, may very well be without God's good blessing 
all the day after. The first thing that a man doth, is.to 
^eek God, never think himself dressed till that be done. 
Let his soul have a morning's draught, as well as his 
body, I mean a morning prayer, to fence it against the 
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infectious air of t)ie world. Solomon tells the reason, 
" Who can tell what a day may bring forth ? " whether 
judgment or mercy, good or bad. Therefore, to make 
sure work, pray to Gk)d in the morning, and then, come 
what will, all shall be for the best. 



FAITHFUL SBBVANTS OF QOD FEW IN NUMKB. 

A GENTLEMAN having but one servant, thought him 
over-burdened with work, and therefore took an- 
other to help him ; now he had two, and one of them so 
trusted to the other's observance,' that they were often 
both missing, and the work was not done. Then he 
chose another, now he had three, and was. worse served 
than before. Therefore he told his friend, " When I had 
one servant, I had a servant ; when I had two, I had but 
half an one ; now I have three, I have never a one." 
Thus, God hath many servants, but little good service 
done ; men do so trust, and thrust His work one upon 
another, that still it is not done. They say that many 
hands make light work ; but it is usually seen that many 
hands make sleight work. God's holy name is blas- 
phemed; the hearer says, ^^Let the magistrate look to 
it ; the magistrate says, " Let the minister look to it; " 
the minister says, " Let the hearer reform it; " the com- 
pany says, ^' Let the offender himself answer it ; " the 
offender says, ^^Let no man mind it." God hath so 
many seeming servants, that, when His business comes 
to be done, not one of them can hardly be found that is 
fidthfiil. 



TRUE SORROW IS FOR THE MOST PART SILENT. 

ST. Beri^ard, bewailing Gerhardus the monk, and his 
dearest brother, saith, "At his death my heart 
foiled me ; with much ado I dissembled my grief, lest 
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affection should seem to overcome retigion ; and whilst 
others wept abimdaDtlj, myself followed with dry eyes 
the hi^py hearse ; bystanders with watery cheeks ad- 
miring, whilst they did not pity him, but me that lost 
him." Indeed, whereas tears and words fail, the blood 
leaveth the cheeks to comfort the heart, and speech 
giveth place to amazement They are small miseries, 
when he that hath them can presently tell the world 
of them. Sorrow that is true is for the most part silent. 
The observation of St. Peter is good, " He wept, bcit 
was silent," as if his eyes would in some sort tell what 
his tongue could in no sort utter. 



VANITY OP SEEKING JOY FROM EARTHLY THINGS. 

THERE is a story of a certain king that was never seen 
to laugh or smile, but in all places, amongst all 
persons, at all times, he was very pensive and sad. His 
queen being much troubled at his melancholy, requested 
a brother of his^ that he would ask him what was the 
cause of his continual sadness. He did so. The king 
put him off till the next day for an answer, and, in the 
meantime, caused a deep pit to be made, commanding 
his servants to fill it half full with fiery coals, and then 
eauseth an old rotten board to be laid over it, and over 
the board tahang a two-edged sword by a small slender 
thread, with the point downward, and close by the pit 
to set a table, full of all manner of delicacies. His 
broths coming next day for an answer, was placed on 
the board, and four men with drawn swords about him, 
and, withal, th^ best music that could be had to play 
before him. Then the king called to him, saying, "Re- 
joice and be merry, O my brother, eat, drink, and laugh, 
for here is pleasant being." But he replied, and said, 
" O my lord and king,, how can I be merry, being in such 
danger on every side ? ' ' Then the king said, " Look how 
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it is now with thee, so it is always with me ; for if I look 
about me, I see the gi^at and dreadful Judge, to whom 
I must give an account of all my thoughts, words, and 
deeds, good or evil. If I look under me, I see the end- 
less torments of hell, wherein I shall be cast if I die in 
my sins. If I look behind me, I see all the sins that 
ever I committed, and the time which unprofitably I 
have spent. If I look before me, I see my death every 
day approaching nearer and nearer unto my body. If I 
look on my right hand, I see my conscience accusing 
me of all that I have done and left undone in this world. 
And if I look on my left hand, I see the creatures crying 
out for vengeance against me, because they groaned 
under my iniquities. Now, then, cease henceforward to 
wonder why I cannot rejoice at the world, or anything 
in the world, but continue sad and heavy." Th^ie, did 
tut men consider their estates, then would they find 
small cause to rejoice at any thing which the world shall 
present as a thing delectable, but rather employment 
enough for Argus' eyes ; yet all little enough to weep 
for the miserable estate wherein they stand, by reason 
of sin and wickedness. 



CONTROVERSIES IN RELIGION SOMETIMES DANGEROUS. 

ON the tombstone of the learned Sir Henry Wotton, 
late Provost of Eton College, it is thus inscribed : — 
Stic jacet hvjvs sentenUm AtUhor^ PrurituB disjmtandi fit 
scabies EccUsicB. And very true. How is religion in a 
manner lost in the controversies of religion ? for who 
is there that had not rather seem learned in the contro- 
versies of religion than conscionable in the practice of 
religion, and that sets not more by a subtle head than 
a sanctified heart, that had not rather dispute well than 
live well ? So that distraction in religion becomes de- 
struction of religion. 
17* 
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THE COMFORT OF DAILY EXAMINATION. 

SENECA tells of a Roman who kept his heart as clean 
as the best housewife keeps her house, every night 
sweeping out the dust, and washing all the vessels, 
examining his own soul. " What infirmity hast thou 
healed ? what &ult hast thou done and not repented ? 
in what degree art thou bettered ? '* Then would he lie 
down with, " With how welcome sleep and how quiet 
rest do I entertain the night ! " And it were to be 
wished that all men would do the like, to keep a day- 
book of all their actions and transactions in the world ; 
to commune with their own hearts, and not to sum up 
all their words and works in the day passed with an 
Onmia bene; then would their night's rest be quiet, and 
then might they lie down in safety, for God Himself 
would keep them. 



OUR AFFECTIONS TO BE SET UPON HEAVENLY THINGS. 

THE eagle, a princely bird, of a piercing sight, a swift 
and lofty flight, mounts upwards, setting light by 
the things that are below, never condescending to any 
of these inferior things but when necessity compels, 
not when superfluity doth allure : such an eagle was 
Zaccheus that left his extortion, Matthew, his toll- 
gathering, Peter, all ; such as used this world as if they 
used it not, wherewith to supply their necessary wants 
and no further. O happy change ! when men leave all 
for Him that is worth more than all ; though riches 
increase, yet they set not their hearts upon them; 
though their estates be changed, yet they are not 
changed ; their desire is not to be rich unto this world, 
but unto God ; their bodies are below, but their hearts 
are above ; their lives here, but their conversation is in 
heaven. 
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PROFESSION WORTHLESS WITHOUT PRACTICE. 

IT is a worthy observation what Faulinus, a good man, 
answered to Snlpitius Severus, when he wrote unto 
him to send him his picture, EruheBco pingere quod sum\ 
non audeo pingere quod non sum, modestly dispraising his 
own feature; "I must blush," said he, "to picture my- 
self as I am, and I scorn to picture myself as I am not." 
Here was a modest man and a modest disposition well 
met ; and it were heartily to be wished that the like 
frame of spirit were in the puff-paste Titulados of our 
times, rather to confess the unworthiness they have, 
than arrogantly to boast the worthiness they have not; 
pretending sanctity at the root of the tree, when no 
fruit but wickedness is seen on the branches; flattering 
themselves that their garments are of the holy fashion, 
their goings of the holy pace, their language of the holy 
style, and their hair of the holy cut, whilst their heart 
is all this while of an unholy metal. 



TRUE CHRISTIAN COURAGE. 

IT is related of that valiant commander, Sir Horace 
Vere, late Baron of Tilbury, that^ when in the 
Palatinate, a council of war was called, and there bfeing 
a debate whether they would figjit or not, some Dutch 
lord said that the enemy had many pieces of ordnance 
planted in such a place, and, therefore, it was dangerous 
to fight ; he replied, " My Lords, if you fear the mouth 
of a cannon, you must never come into the field." Thus 
it is that in the service of God men must not shrink nor 
give back because of difficulties in the way ; and though 
it oftentimes so felleth out that men fall into divers 
temptations, and those great ones too, as to despair of 
God's mercies, and so to lay violent hands upon them- 
selves ; yet a Christian courage must not be daunted at 
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any crosses* or afflictions, hut endure constant to the 
end ; for God is feithful and just, and will not suffer 
any man to be tempted above what he is able to endure, 
nor lay any more upon him than what he shall be able 
to bear. 



THE DEATH OP OTHERS SHOULD MAKE tJS MINDFUL OF OUR 

OWN. 

TWO ships meeting on the sea, the men in either ship 
think themselves stand still, and the other to be 
swift of sail ; whereas they both sail onwards towarii 
the port intended, but the one faster than the other. 
Even so, men are as ships ; see we an old man, with a 
staff in his hand, stooping downward,-— Alas ! poor old 
man, say we, he cannot live long. Hear we a passing 
bell toll, — There is one going out of the world. Visit 
we a sick friend,— we think he can hardly live till morn- 
ing. • Thus we think all other, men are dying, and we 
only stand still; whereas, God knows it, they may go a 
little before, and we are sure to follow after; John out- 
runs Peter to the sepulchre, but Peter is not far behind 
him. Let every man, then, be thus persuaded of him- 
self, that he shall and must die. None can be so sottidi 
as to be persuaded that they shall never die, yet (which 
is a sad thing,) there is none so old, but thinks he may 
live one year longer ; tod though in the general he say, 
"All must die," yet, in the false numbering of his' own 
particular days, he thinks to live for ever. 



ONE SIN MAY DESTROY THE SOUL. 

MANY planks, well pinned and caulked, make the ship 
to float; one, and but one leak not stopped, will 
sink it ; one wound strikes Qoliah dead as well as three- 
and-tw^ity did Csesar ; one Delilah will do Sampson a» 
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much spite as* all the Philistines ; one wheel broken 
spoils the whole clock ; one vein's bleeding will let out 
all the vitals as well as more ; one fly will spoil a whole 
box of ointment ; one bitter herb, all the pottage ; by 
eating one apple, Adam lost Paradise ; one lick of honey 
endangered Jonathan's life; one Achan was a trouble 
.to all Israel; one Jonah, if faulty, is lading too heavy 
for a whole ship. Thus one sin is enough to procure 
Gbd's anger, and too much for one man to commit; 
and if God then take an account .of one sin, let men 
have a care of all sin. 



TO BE ALWAYS PREPARED FOR DEATH. 

IT is reported of Sir John Burgh, a brave soldier, and 
a gentleman of a good family, who received a mor- 
tal wound in the Isle of Rees, and being advised not to 
fear death, but to prepare himself for another world, 
answered, " I thank God I fear not death ; these thirty 
years together I never rose out of my bed in the morn- 
ing that ever I made account to live till night." A relig- 
ious and Christian-like practice well worthy imitation, 
that every day, when a man awaketh, he should com- 
mend himself to God's protection, whether he live or 
die; for, at the evening, none knoweth- whether that 
night's bed shall be his grave, or that night's sleep shall 
be his death. Therefore, before his eyes do sleep, or his 
eye-lids take any slumber, or the temples of his head 
take rest, make his peace with God for all his sins, that 
whether he live or die, he may live and die to the Lord, 
and Jesus Christ may be to him advantage. 



THE- LOVE OF CHRIST. 



I 



T is the observation of Sir "Walter Raleigh, that if all 
the pictures and patterns of a merciless prince were 
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lost in this world, thej might all again be painted to the 
life out of the story of King Henry VULL But, on the 
other side, the Jews had such an high esteem of Esdras, 
that if mercy, love, and knowledge had put out their 
candle, at his brain they might light it again. Behold 
yet a greater than Esdras, Christ Jesus himself. If all 
our love were extinguished, at His love we might easily . 
rekindle it. Not a word that He spoke, not a worik that 
He did, not a passion that He suffered, but was an argu- 
ment, a character of His love* He brought love. He 
l^ought love, He exercised love. He bequeathed love^ 
He died in love ; He is all love. 



THE PROFITABLE HEARER OF GOD'S WORD. 

IT is said of that princely Josiah, King Edward VI., 
that his carriage in the public service of God was 
such that he constantly stood up at the hearing of God's 
Word, took notes, which he afterwards diligently perused 
and wrought the sermon upon his mind by serious medi- 
tation. Thus it is not a bare sitting under the ordinance, 
a mere formal hearing of the Word, thinking (as too 
many do,) that when the sermon is ended, all is done. 
But there must be attention of body, intention of mind, 
and retention of memory, which are indispensably re- 
quired of all wisdom's scholars, and are the most needful 
requisites to make up a profitable hearer of God's Word. 



FRIENDSHIP TO BE MADE WITH GOD IN CHRIST JESUS. 

rE men of Tyre and Sidon (two rich and ancient 
cities of Phoenicia, on the coast of Syria), when they 
heard that Herod was displeased with them, and intended 
to make war upon them, they made friendship with 
Blastus the king's chamberlain, and sought by all means 
possible to get into fevour with him again. And why t 
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Because, said they, our lands are nourished by the lands 
of the king. And this is our case ; our lands, our lives, 
our liberties, and all that we have, are nourished and 
sustained by the King of heaven ; therefore when we 
know that he is displeased with us, as justly he may, 
for (as David saith) we provoke him every day, then let 
us do as they did ; as they made a friend of Blastus, 
so let us make friendship with Jesus Christ, and desire 
him to help us into God's favour and protection. 



TO BE CHARITABLE TO THE POOR AND NEEDY. 

filHB Jews at this day, though out of their own country, 
X and destitute of a Levitical priesthood, yet those 
that will be reputed religious amongst them, distribute 
the tenth of their increase unto the poor, being per- 
suaded that God doth bless their increase the more; for 
their usual proverb is, Pay thy tithes, that thou mayest 
be rich. Nay, says Philo the Jew, they came as will- 
in^y to give up their tithes unto Gpd, as if they had 
been to have received a gratuity from men. If then 
there be such devout Jews, that having neither house 
nor home, priest or temple, and without Christ in the 
world, so charitable to the poor, how much more suit^ 
able will it be for Christians, that live in gospel titties, 
to relieve the poor members of Jesus Christ, to honour 
the Lord with their substance, freely expending it in 
pious and charitable uses, whereby their barns shall be 
filled, and they made great gainers in the end, 

GOD AFFLICTS HIS PEOPLE IN MERCY. 

[T iS written of the pine-tree, that if the bark be pulled 
oflF, it will last a long time ; else it rots. So God 
sees, that many a man, if he had his bark upon him, 
if he had the wealth of the world about him, a penny 
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in his puree, and a friend at conrt, it would rot him, 
corrupt him, and make him worse ; therefore God is 
fain to bark him, and peel him ; to ke^ him naked, 
and bare, and poor, that his soul may prosper the bet- 
ter. For indeed, many times it so fidls out, and a man 
shall find it so, that his soul prospers beirt wh^i Ms 
body pro£^rs worst. 



BROTHERLY SYMPATHY COMMENDBD. 

• 

IT was aa act of Licinius, one of the Boman tribunes^ 
whether more cruel or foolish, let the world judge, 
tiiat when Christians were put to the torture, he for- 
bade all the onlookers to shew the least pity towards 
them, threatening the s^ae pains to &em that did shew 
it, which the martyrs then sufiered. His malice was 
greater than his power ; for he could not hinder those 
from sufiering with them, that daily suffer in them* 
And this is the way that all good Christians are to walk 
in ; if they cannot, through disability, relieve others 
with their goods, which is the mercy of contribution ; 
yet what can hinder their comfortable words to them, 
which is the mercy of consolation; or their prayers and 
tears for them, which is the mercy of intercession ; or 
their pity and sensible sympathy of their grief, which 
is the mercy of compassion. 



THE IMPARTIALITY OF DEATH. 

IN the reign of King Henry the Sixth, there is mention 
made of Henry Beauford, that rich aiid wretched 
cardinal, who, lying on his death-bed, and perceiving 
his time to be short, expostuli^^ with himself thus : 
Wherefore should I die, being thus rich ? If the whole 
world were able to save my life, I am able either by 
polky to get it, or by riches to buy it. Fie, fie, said he. 
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will not death be hired, will money do nothing ? No, 
such is the impartiality of death, that ready money will 
do nothing; there is no protection against the arrest of 
death. So true is that, which one writeth wittily of the 
grammarian, of every son of Adam, that heing able to 
decline all other nouns in every case, he could decline 
death in no case. Never was there an orator so eloquent, 
nor monarch so potent, that could either persuade or 
withstand the stroke of death when it came. 



THE PROSPERITY OF THfi WICKED. 

IT is David's observation that the wicked are in great 
prosperity, and flourish like a green bay-tree, which 
is well known to be green all the winter long, when oak- 
trees and apple-trees, and all other far more profitable 
and fruitftil trees do wither, decay, and shed their leaves, 
stand naked and bare, and look as if they were rotten 
and dead ; then it is that the bay-tree looks as fresh and 
green as it were in the midst of the spring. So fares it 
with all wicked men, in such winter times of the world 
as we are now in, they prosper, and God sends them no 
cross, nor disease, nor judgment to interrupt them, but 
lets them take their swing in the very height of their 
rebellions against Him, when many a poor Christian is 
fain to fest and fare hard, and go with many a hungry 
meal, to bed ; then it is that God suflfers a company of 
flagitious villains, such as are Mercatores humanarum coda- 
mUutumy that make merchandise of poor men's miseries, 
to have their will without control, and to thrive, and 
have a great deal of outward unhappy prosperity. 



THE WAY TO HEAVEN IS THROUGH TRIBULATION. 

JONATHAN and his armour-bearer being upon their 
march against the Philistines, were to pass betwixt 

18 
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two rocks, the one called Bozezy which Bignifies sharp, 
the other called Seneh, which signifies thorny: a hard 
passage. But on they went through thick and thin, 
and at last gained the victory. The Israelites were first 
brought to the bitter waters of Marah, before they 
might taste of the pleasant fountains or the milk and 
honey of Canaan. And in vain shall any man expect 
the river of Gk)d*s pleasures before he hath pledged 
Christ in the cup of bitterness ; when we have pledged 
him in hib gall i^d vinegar, then he will drink to us in 
the new wine of his kingdom. He that is the door and 
the way hath taught us that there is but one way, one 
door, one passage to heaven, and that a straight one, 
through which, though we do pass with much pressure 
and tugging, having our superfluous rags torn away 
from us here in the crowd of this world, yet we shall 
be happy. He that will be knighted must kneel for it, 
and he that will enter in at the strait gate must crowd 
for it: a gate made so on purpose, narrow and hard in 
the entrance, yet, after we are entered, ¥dde and glo- 
rious, that, after our pain, our joy may be the sweeter. 



RICHES ILL GOTTEN NEVER PROSPER. 

IT is related of Tecelius, the Pope's pardon-monger in 
Germany, that having, by the sale of indulgences, 
scraped togethera vast sum of money, and returning 
to Rome, was met and eased of his cash by a robber, 
who being afterwards apprehended and prosecuted as a 
felon, produced a pardon not only for sins past but sins, 
to come, granted unto him by Tecelius himself, and be- 
ing thereupon acquitted by the judge, enjoyed the booty, 
which, being ill-gotten, was as wickedly spent. And 
thus it is that ill-gotten goods seldom prosper, they 
have a poisonous operation in them, bringing up the 
good food together with the ill humours. He that hath. 
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any Buch hath but locked up a thief in his closet, that 
will rob him of all that he hath ; he may heap up silver 
as the dust, and prepare raiment as the clay ; he may 
prepare it, but the just shall put it on, and the innocent 
shall divide the silver. For when a man, out of a cove- 
tous desire of gain, shall make a marriage with mam- 
mon, and give a bill of divorce to Jesus Christ, care not 
which way nor how he scrapes up wealth so as he have 
it, then it is just with God to blast his hopes, and blow 
upon his estate, that all shall come to nought. 



THE JUST REWARD OF TREACHERY AND FALSE DEALING. 

PHILIP, Duke of Austria, paid the ambassadors of 
Charles IV. (who had betrayed their trust) in coun- 
terfeit coin; whereof when ^ they complained, it was 
answered, "That false coin is good enough for false 
knaves." James L, king of Scotland, was murdered in 
Perth, by Walter, earl of Athol, in hope to have the 
crown, and crowned he was indeed, but with a crown of 
red-hot iron dapped upon his head, being one of the 
tortures wherewith he ended at once his wicked days 
and devices. And Guy Fawkes, that Spanish pioneer, 
should have received his reward of five hundred pounds 
at an appointed place in Surrey, but, instead thereof, he 
had been paid home with a brace of bullets for his good 
service, if justice had not come in with a halter byway 
of prevention. Thus traitors have always become odious, 
though the treason were commodious. Let those kill 
Christs, and those state traitors, Sheba, Shebna, &c., all 
disturbers of present government, be never so indus- 
trious in. contrivance, never so confident in the effecting 
of their treacherous designs, let them plot on, whet 
their wits, beat their brains, associate, confederate, take 
counsel together, break vows, promises, and covenants, 
swear and forswear, yet all shall come to nought ; they 
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are heavenly wide, quite out, they shall mias of their 
purpose, and meet with disappointment, and the just 
judgments of God upon them and their posterity in 
the conclusion. 



GOD ALONE HEARETH AND AN8WBRETH PRATER. 

IT is a pretty observation that St. Augustine makes 
out of the parable proposed by our Saviour, where 
he that knocked at midnight to borrow bread of his 
neighbour, found the whole family asleep, only the 
master of the house was awake, and he answered and 
opened, and gave him that he craved, though it was an 
unseasonable time. None of all the porters, none of 
all the servants, none of all the children made him any 
answer, they were all asleep, only the master was awake, 
and heard when he called. Just so it fares with us 
when we knock and call at the doors of heaven for any 
mercy : none of all the prophets or apostles, none of 
the blessed saints departed make us any answer. Alas ! 
they he^U* us not, they sleep in peace, and i^e at rest 
from their labours; only God Almighty, who is the 
Master and Maker of that blessed family. He, and only 
He, doth hear and answer at what time soever we cry 
unto Him ; call when we will, He is always- awake to 
hear us. 



THE GREAT DANGER OF SLIGHTING THE SANCTUARY. 

ST. Augustine out of the parable concerning the man 
that fell amongst thieves and was wounded, and left 
half dead, notes of him, that he was going dawn from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, from the church I warrant yon ; 
Jerusalem Was the church of God, the holy city : Jericho 
was a cursed place, branded with an ancient curse since 
the days of Joshua, and thither lay his journey. Where- 
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npon St. Augustine notes, Had he not been descending, 
and going downward from God and from His church, 
peradventure he had not fallen into the hands of thieves ; 
God would have protected him, the Lord would have 
safe-guarded him, that no evil should have betided him. 
But because he was going from the church to a cursed 
place, and like enough about a naughty business, there- 
fore God gave him over. As many, therefore, as desire 
God's protection and blessing, let them resort to the 
church to serve and seek him. 



CONVERSION GENERALLY GRADUAL. 

SUPPOSE it now midnight, and the sun with the anti- 
podes; he doth not presently mount up to the 
height of our heaven and make it noon-day, but first it 
is twilight, then the day dawns, and the sun rises, and 
yet looks with weaker eyes, before he shine out in his 
full glory. "We do not to-day sweat with summer, and 
be shaken with the fury of the winter to-morrow, but it 
comes on with soft paces : the day grows shorter, the 
sun's force weaker, cold dews and white frosts precede 
the extremity of hardness. " Now it is most true that 
Christ is able, in a moment, of sinners on earth to make 
men saints in heaven, as he wrought upon that dying 
malefactor. Some may make sudden leaps, and of 
furious sinners become zealous professors in a trice ; of 
such we may be charitably jealous, yet holiness shoots 
not up like Jonah's gourd in a night, God is the God 
of order, not of confusion, and nature is not suffered 
ta run out of one extreme into another, but by a me- 
dium. That ordinary way whereby men walk from 
the state of sin to the state of glory is the state of 
grace. So our conversion is by soft and scarcely sen- 
sible beginnings, albeit no part after part, yet degree 
after degree ; in every part^ by gentle soakings in of 
18* 
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goodness ; in every degree, by growing up to maturity 

and ripeness. 



A SOFT ANSWER TORNETH AWAY WRATH. 

ADRIAN the emperor gave the crier great thanks who, 
when he was bidden to quiet the tumultuous peo- 
ple with an imperious "Hold your tongue," he held 
out his hand only ; and when the people listened with 
great silence ^as the manner was) to hear the cry, " This 
is that," 6md he, "the emperor requires of you, viz., 
To be silent." And this is the ready way to make 
all quiet, a soft answer pacifies wrath. It was Abigail's 
gentle apology that disarmed David's fury ; and Gideon's 
mild and modest answer that stilled the hot and hasty 
Ephraimites. Lay but a flint upon a pillow and you 
break it easily, but hard to hard will neVer do the 
deed. It is not the vying on e^- angry word with an- 
other ; grievous words stir up strife, harsh and angry 
words cast oil upon the flame ; set the passions afloat, 
and then there is no hope, not one wise word to be 
expected. 



ELOQUENCE NOT TO BE ABUSED. 

EDWARD, Duke of Buckingham, being despatched 
with instructions from the Court, came to the city 
of London, and there, at a common hall, spake largely 
on the behalf of that usurper, Richard III. ; but all 
the commendations that he got for his labour was, that 
no man could deliver so much bad matter in so good 
words and quaint phrases, that he showed a great 
deal of wit, but little wisdom in so doing. Thus 
it is that the tongue was given to a better purpose ; 
it was David's glory, and he used it accordingly. 
Eloquence wisely ordered is very commendable, and 
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availeth much. The tongue of the wise useth knowl- 
edge aright, i. e. deals kindly with her, offers her no 
abuse by venting her unreasonably, and making her 
over-cheap and little set by. But eloquence abused, 
fits the pulpit rather with words than matter, and makes 
others that (more is the pity) might better improve 
their education, instead of Christian lawyers become 
heathen orators. 



THE POOR DEBTOR'S COMFORT. * 

THERE came a man of God to Amaziah, and forbade 
him that by no means he should take the Eph- 
raimites into the battle against the Edomites, because 
God was not with them. " O but-, then," says Amaziah, 
"what shall I do for the hundred talents which I gave 
for their help,'* (every talent of silver being worth <£375, 
and that of gold <£4500, a very considerable sum). "No 
matter,*' says the prophet, " cannot God give thee more 
than this?" So it may be said to all that tremble at 
the inundation of debt that is upon them, that are per- 
plexed and entangled in a labyrinth of engagements^ 
so that they can see no outgate, no passage, no way to 
escape ; God, if He be truly sought unto, can give a 
happy issue, more than the debt comes to, can do more 
than they are aware of; when they know not how to be 
delivered, when they know of no evasion, nor have any 
means ol* power in their view, let but earnest prayer be 
joined with frugality, skill, and industry, and they are 
sure to be delivered. 



CONSCIENCE A REGISTER OP ALL OUR ACTIONS. 

IT is recorded of that reverend martyr. Bishop Latimer, 
that he took especial care in the placing of his words 
before Bonner, because he heard the pen walking in the 
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chimney, behind the cloth, setting down all (it may be 
more than) he said. So ought we circumspectly to look 
to all our sayings and doings, for conscience, as a scribe 
or register, sitting in the closet of oui: hearts, with pen 
in hand, makes a diurnal of all our ways, sets down the 
time when, the place where, the mtumer how, things 
were performed ; and that so clear and evident, that go 
where we will, do what we can, the characters of them 
shall never be cancelled or razed out till God appear in 
judgment. 

THE POWER OF PRAYER. 

IT is said of Archimedes, that famous mathematiciati 
of Syracuse, who having by his art framed a carious 
instrument, that, if he could but have told how to fix it, 
it would have raised the very foundations of the whole 
earth. Such an instrument is prayer, which, if it be set 
upon God, and fixed in heaven, it will fetch earth up to 
heaven, change earthly thoughts into heavenly concep- 
tions, turn flesh into spirit, metamoiphose nature into 
grace, and earth into heaven. 



A FOROnriNG SPIRIT TO BE CULTIVATED. 

DAVID was deaf to the railings of his enemies, and as 
a dumb man, in whose mouth were no reproofs. 
Socrates, when he was abused in a comedy, laughed at 
it, when Polyargus, not able to bear such an indignity, ^ 
went and hanged himself. Augustus slighted the satires 
and bitter invectives which the Pasquins of that time 
invented against him ; and when the senate would have 
further informed him of them, he would not hear them. 
Thus, the manlier any man is, the milder and readier 
he is to pass by an offence as not knowing of it, or not 
troubled at it ; an argument that there is much of God- 
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in him (if he do it from a right principle), who hears 
with our infirmities, and forgives our trespasses, he- 
seeching us to be reconciled. When any provoke us, we 
nse to say, "We will be even wit6 him/' But there 
is -a way whereby we may not only be even, but above 
him, and that is, forgive him. We must see and not 
see, wink at small fsiulta especially; he that cannot 
dissemble is not fit to live, may with some grains of 
allowance pass current. 



THE WHOLE HEART TO BE GIVEN TO GOD. 

SOMB great king or potentate having a mind to visit 
his imperial city, the harbinger is ordered to go be- 
fore, and mark out a house suitable to his retinue; and 
finding one, th^ master of that house desireth to have 
but some small chamber, wherein to lodge his wife and 
children. It is denied. Then he intreats the benefit of 
some by-place, to set up a trunk or two, foil of richer 
goods than ordinary. "No," says the harbinger, "it 
cannot be, for if your house were as big again as it is, it 
would be little enough to entertain the king and all his 
royal train." Now so it is, that every man's body is a 
temple of God, and his heart the sanctum sanctorum of 
that temple. His ministers are sent out into the world 
to inform us, that Christ is coming to lodge there, and 
that we must clear the rooms, that this great King of 
Glory may enter in. " 0," says the old man, carnal yet, 
but in part renewed, " give me leave to love my wife 
and children." No, it cannot be; having wife and chil- 
dren, he must be as having none. Then he desires to 
enjoy the pleasures of the world; that is denied too: he 
must use this worid as if he used it not ; not that the 
use of these things is prohibited, not that the comfort- 
able enjoyment of our dearest relations is any way to be 
infringed, burthe extraordinary aflfection to them, when 
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they come into competition with the love that we owe 
unto God. For he will have the whole heart, the whole 
mind, the whole soul, and all littl^ enough to Entertain 
Him, and the graces of His Holy Spirit, which are at- 
tendant on Him. Nee mihi nee tSn^ sed dwtdatur^ was the 
voice of a strange woman ; and such is that of this pres- 
ent world, but God will have the whole heart or nothing. 



SACRILEGE JUSTLY REWARDED. 

IT was a sudden and sa-d end that befell Cardinal Wol- 
sey, whilst he sought more to please his Sovereign 
than his Saviour ; and the revenging hand of God pur- 
sued his five chief agents, that were most instrumental 
for him in his sacrilegious enterprise; one of them 
killed his fellow in a duel, and was hanged for it; a 
third drowned himself in a well; a fourth fell from a 
great estate to extreme beggary. Doctor Allen, the 
last andchiefest of them, being archbishop of Dublin, 
was cruelly slain by his enemies, (saith the author of 
this story) I would men would take heed by tl^ese and 
the like examples, how they meddle with things conse- 
crated to God: for if divine justice so severely punished 
those that converted church goods (though not so well 
administered, to better uses doubtless); and why, but 
because they did it out of selfish and sinful self-inter- 
ested principles and ends, what shall become of such 
as take all occasions to rob God, that they might enrich 
themselves. 



THE CHURCH'S COMFORT IN TIME OF TROUBLE. 

MARTIN LuTHER percciving the cause of the church to 
go backward, puts pen to paper, and writes to 
the Elector of Saxony, where, amongst other expres- 
sions, this was one : " Let your highness be sure that 
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the church's business is far otherwise ordered in heaven 
than it is by the Emperor and States at Nuremberg." " I 
am glad that Christ is king, for ptherwise I had been 
utterly out of heart and hope," saith holy Myconius, in 
a letter to Calvin, " upon the view of the church's ene- 
mies." Thus, it staggers many a good Christian at this 
day to see Zion in lie dust, the church under foot, the 
hedge of government and discipline broken down, all 
the wild beasts of heresy and schism crept in, such as 
labour to root out true religion,' to dethrone Christ and 
to set up the idle fancies and enthusiastic conceits of 
their own fanatic brains ; some crying out against the 
church, with those Edomites, "Down with it, even to 
the very ground." But let the church's friends rest as- 
sured that God sees, and smiles, and looks, and laughs at 
them all ; that the great counsel of the Lord shall stand 
when all is done ; that Christ shall reign in the midst of 
his enemies, and that the stone cut out of the mountains 
without hands, shall bring down the golden image with a 
vengeance, and make it like the chaff of tlie summer floor. 



GRACES OP GOD'S SPIRIT NOT GIVEN IN VAIN. 

THE husbandman, the more he improves his ground 
the greater crop he looks for ; the more complete 
the soldier is armed, the better service is required of 
him; the scholar that is well instructed must show 
great fruits of his proficiency. Thus the earthly part 
of man drinks in the sweet showers of grace that fall 
upon it. The blessed spirit of God puts upon us that 
panoply, the whole armour of God, And the same spirit 
teacheth us all things, leads us into all triith, and brings 
all things to our remembrance which Christ hath spoten 
for our good. Shall we then, being thus cultivated, 
thus armed, thus instructed, not bring forth fruits in 
fopae measure answerable to so gre^t indulgence ? §haU 
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«uch blessings of God be received in vain? It nrast 
not be; we may read these and the like expressions 
in Scripture, " Occupy till I oome," " Give an account 
of thy steMr*i'dship," " To whom much is given, much 
is required." What is the meaning? We must give an 
accpunt as well of graces received fix>m God (whether 
they be those summer graces <rf joy, prosperity, and 
thanksgiving), or those winter graces of adversity, pa- 
tience, and perseverance; or the grace of humility, 
(which is always in season,) as of sins, of what kind 
soever committed against Him. 



THE RESURRECTION OF BELIEVERS. 

WHEN we see one in the streets, fioqi every dung- 
hill gather old pieces of rags and dirty clouts, 
little would we think that of those old rotten rags, beaten 
together in the mill, there should be made such pure 
fine white paper, as afterwards we see there is; Thus 
the poor despised children of God may be cast out into 
the world as dung and dross, may be smeared and 
smooted all over with lying amongst the pots; they 
may be in tears, perhaps in blood, both broken-hearted 
and broken-boned; yet, for all this, they are not to 
despair, for God will make them one day shine in joy, 
like the bright stars of heaven, and make of them royal 
imperial paper, wherein He will write His own name 
for ever. 



JOT IN HEAVEN ON CONVERSION OF A SINNER. 

IT is observable that Abraham made a feast at the 
weaning of his son Isaac, not on the day of his na- 
tivity, nor on the day of his circumcision, but on that 
day when he was taken from his mother's breast, from 
sucking of milk to taste of stronger meat. This made a 
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festiyal in Abraham's femily, and may very .well make 
a feast in every true repentant sinner's heart. We are 
all of na conceived and bom in sin, and, with onr moth-r 
er's milk, have sucked in the bitter juice of corrupt 
nature ; but when it comes so to pass tiiat, by the spe- 
cial illumination of God's Holy Spirit shining into our 
hearts, Hhat we are weaned from the things of this 
world, and raised up to those things which are at Gk>d's 
right hand, that we are new creatures, new men, &c« 
This haUi always been matter of great rejoicing to the 
angels of heaven, and must needs be the like to every 
sinner that is so converted. 



THE JOTS OF HEAVEN NOT TO BE EXPKESSED. 

ST. Augustine tells us, that, one day while he was 
about to write something upon the eighth verse of 
the thirty-sixth psalm, " Thou shalt make them drink 
of the rivers of thy pleasures." And being almost 
swallowed up with the contemplation of heavenly joys, 
one called unto him very loudly by his name, and in- 
quiring who it was, he answered, " I am Hierom, with 
whom in thy lifetime thou hadst so much conference 
concerning doubts in Scripture, and am now best expe- 
rienced to resolve thee of any doubts concerning the 
joys of heaven; but only let me first ask thee this 
question, 'Art thou able to put the whole eai*th, and all 
the waters of the sea, into a little pot? Oanst thou 
measure the waters in thy fist ? and mete out heaven 
with thy span ? or weigh the mountains in scales, and 
the hills in a balance ? ' If not, no more is it possible 
that thy understanding should comprehend the least 
of those joys." And certainly the joys of heaven are 
inexpressible, so says St Paul. 1 Cor. iL 9. The eye 
may see far, it may reach the stars, but not the joys of 
heaven ; the ear may extend itself a great deal further 
19 
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than the eye, as to know the glory of all the monar* 
chies that are past, the glory of all tilings that now are, 
and all the things that are foretold shall be, and yet oar 
ears have never heard of anything like this joy; bat the 
anderstanding apprehendeth things that are and u« 
not, and by a divine power calleth things that are not 
as if they were, DUputat de quotibet ente et non ente. It 
imaginetlL moantains of gold, and heaven to be a place 
of infinite joy, and yet the heart of man cannot com- 
prehend this joy. Such are the great expressions of 
the impossibility of expressing it at all. 



LOVE, THE HIGHEST OF CHRISTIAN GRACES. 

WHEN the king of Babylon sacked Jerusalem, it was 
observable, that whereas the priests might have 
had what they pleased, yet they preserved only the fire 
of the sanctuary, and hid that in a pit, because this fire 
(as it is said) came down from heaven upon the first 
Mosaical sacrifice, and was kept to that day. Thus must 
we do with love, (that divine spark of a far greater 
dame, which streaming from God, hath by the illumina- 
tion of His Holy Spirit, from the beginning of the world 
warmed the sons of men) ; above all these things (says 
the apostle) put on charity, love friends, love enemies, 
loye all, love our friends in the Lord, our foes for the 
Lord. So that whatsoever else we do amiss, as in many 
things we sin all, admit the opinions and judgments of 
men be different from ours, yet let us not differ in affec- 
tion, but keep up and maintain love one towards another. 



THfi SAD CONDITION OF THE COVETOUS AT DEATH. 

IT is reported of a wretched rich man, who when he 
heard that his sickness was deadly, sent for his bags 
of money, and hugged them in his arms, saying. Oh I 
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must I leave you ? Oh ! must I leave you ? And of another, 
who, when he lay upon his sick bed, called fo/ his bags, 
and laid a bag of gold to his heart, and then bade them 
take it away, saying, It will not do, it will nbt do. A 
third also being near death, clapped a twenty-shilling 
piece of gold in his mouth, saying, I am ¥d8er than some, 
I will take this with me, however. Now if these men's 
hearts had been ripped up after they had been dead, 
there might have been certainly found written in them, 
" The god of this prcTsent world ;" a sad condition, wherein 
may be seen the corruption of nature discovering itself. 
When men are so wedded to the things of this world, 
that they do, as it were, sit hatching upon their riches, 
as the partridge upon her young, (especially if gotten by 
their own iudustry) then they think much to be divorced 
from them by death, and to leave them to others, to 
whom many times they know not, and usually to them 
that will never give thanks for them. 



ALL IS RIGHT IP CONSCIENCE APPROVE. 

IT was a good saying of one-^that, in those days, was 
known to be an able speaker, when he was to make 
his reply to some that had unjustly maligned him, I 
will rest (saith he) henceforward in peace, in the house 
of my own conscience ; and if I do any good deeds, it 
is no matter who knows them ; if bad, knowing them 
myself^ it is no matter from whom I Wde them ; they 
will be recorded before that Judge from whose pres- 
ence I cannot flee. If all tiie world applaud me, and 
He accuse me, their praise is in vain. And thus let 
every man, in all his intents, projects, and ends, as a 
conscionable Christian, look to the Lord, as the searcher 
of his heart, and regarder of his work ; not caring for 
the howling of dogs, the slanderous reports of lewd 
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and wicked men, so as the little bird within sings clear; 
not disconra^ng himself at whatsoever men think or 
speak of him, and his doings, so as God and his con* 
science do approve tiiem ; nor contenting himself with 
men's approbation, when the testimony of God's word 
and his own conscience gainsays them. 



THS HIART MUST BB PUBOBD FROM ALL SIN. 

IF seven thieves ^hall enter a man's house, six of them 
being overcome, and the seventh lie lurking in 
some secret comer, the master pf that house eannot 
but sleep in danger. A bird falling into a snare, or a 
mouse being taken in a trap, if the one be but held by 
the claw, or the other by the end of the tail, tliey are 
both in as much danger as if their whole bodies were 
surprised. Thus it is, that all sin, and the least sin, 
must be repented of. Pharaoh being smitten with many 
plagues, is willing at last to let the people go, so as 
they would leave their sheep and their cattle behind 
them. No, says Moses, that cannot be ; all the flocks 
and herds titkM go Blong witii us, not a hoof shall be 
left And Satan, like Phiu-aoh, would keep something 
of sin in us, which may be as a pledge of our returning 
to him again ; though sin be taken away, yet he would 
have the occasions of sin to remain. Leave gaming 
(says he), but let not the cards and dice be burnt; thou 
mayest cease to be a fornicator, but do not pull out thy 
wanton eye ; thou must not hate thine enemy, yet what 
necessity is there that thou shouldst love him ? This 
is the voice of Satan. But God bespeaks the sinner 
after another manner, he will have all sin to be repented 
of; not so much as the occasion of sin shall remain ; 
which if it do, Satan will make a re-entiy, then the 
end shall be worse than the beginning. 
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NOT THE LENGTH, BUT THE FERVENCY OF PRAYER. 

IT is said of Alcibiades, that he was one that could talk 
much, but speak little; but oh! how much in a 
little, said Tully of Brutus' Epistle. On the other side, 
that jackdaws are sooner to be found in Africa, than 
anything of worth in the writings of Turrianus, was the 
censure of Berengarius. So may we say of the publican's 
prayer, much more of the Lord's Prayer, set in flat oppo- 
sition to the heathenish Battologies and vain repetitions 
of some that would be held good Christians. It is not 
the length, but the strength of prayer, that is required ; 
not the labour of the lip, but the travail of the heart, that 
prevails with God. The Baalite's prayer was not more 
tediouB, than Elijah's short, yet more pithy than short. 
Let thy words then be few (saith Solomon), but full, to 
the purpose. Take unto you words, says the prophet, 
neither over-curious, nor over-careless, but such as are 
humble, earnest, direct to the point; avoiding vain bab- 
blings, needless and endless repetitions, heartless digres- 
sions, tedious prolixities, wild and idle impertinences : 
such extemporary petitioners, as not disposing their 
matter in due order by premeditation (and withal being 
word-bound), are forced to go forward and backward, 
just like hounds at a loss ; and having hastily begun, 
they know not how handsomely to make an end. 



THE DANGER OF DIVISION. . 

IF two ships at sea, being of one and the same squadron, 
shall be scattered by storm from each other,, how 
shall they come unto the relief of each other? If again 
they clash together, and fall foul, how shall the one en- 
danger the other, and herself too ? It was of old the 
Dutch device, of two earthen pots swimming ipon the 
19* 



210 BIBLE ILLVSTRATIOIfB. 

water, with this motto, K we knock together, we sink 
together. And most true it is, thftt if spleen or discon- 
tent set us too far one from another, or choler and 
anger bring us too near, it cannot be, but that intend- 
ment or design, whatsoever it be, like Jonah's gourd, 
shall perish in a moment, especially if the viperous and 
hateful worm of dissension do but smite it 



A COVETOUS MAN NEVER SATISFIED. 

IT is said of Catiline, that he was ever not more prodi- 
gal of his own, as desirous of other men's estates. 
A ship may be overladen with silver, even unto sinking, 
and yet compass and bulk enough to hold ten times 
more. So a covetous man, though he have enough to 
sink him, yet never hath he enough to satisfy him, like 
that miserable caiti£^ mentioned by Theocritus, first 
wishing that he had a thousand sheep in his flock, and 
then when he has them, he would have cattle without 
3er. Thus a circle cannot fill a triangle, so neither 
can the whole world (if it were to be compassed) the 
heart of man ; a man may as easily fill a chest with 
grace, as the heart with gold. The. air fills not the 
body, neither doth money the covetous mind of man. 



DESPAIR TO BE GUARDED AGAINST. 

THERE is mention made in Daniel's prophecy (chap, 
vii.) of four beasts, the first a lion, the second a bear, 
the third a leopard, but the fourth without distinction 
of either kind or sex, or name, is said to be very fear- 
ful, and terrible, and strong, and had great iron teeth, 
destroyed and brake in pieces, and stamped under his 
feet, and horns, &c. Such a thing is despair; other 
sins are fearful and terrible enough, and have as it were 
the rage of lions, and bears, and leopards, to spoil and 
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make desolate the soul of man ; but despair hath horns 
too, horns to push at God with blasphemy, at his 
brethren with injury, and at his own soul with distrust 
of mercy. Despair is a complicated sin, the complement 
of all sins. The greatest sins are said to be those, which 
are opposed to the three theological virtues. Faith, Hope, 
and Charity ; infidelity to Faith, despair to Hope^ hatred 
to Charity; amongst which, infidelity and hatred, the 
one not believing, the other hating God, are in them- 
selves worse ; but in regard of him that sinneth, despair 
exceedeth them both, in the danger that is annexed 
unto it ; for, what can be more miserable, what more 
foul, than for a poor miserable wretch not to take pity 
of his own soul ? 

HOPE IN GOD, THE BEST HOLDFAST. 

FAMOUS is that history of Cynegirus, a valiant and 
thrice-renowned Athenian, who being in a great sea 
fight against the Medes, espying a ship of the enemy's 
well manned, and fitted for service, when no other m.eans 
would serve, he grasped it with his hands to maintain 
the fight ; and when his right hand was cut off, he held 
close with his left ; but both hands being taken off, he 
held it fast with his teeth, till he lost his life. Such is 
the holdfast of him that hopes in God, as long as there 
is any breath he hopes. The voice of hope is according 
to her nature, God is my hope. Ih the winter and 
deadliest time of calamity, hope springeth, and cannot 
die ; nay, she crieth within herself, whether I live or 
die, though I walk into the chambers of dearth, and the 
doors be shut upon me, I will not lose my hope ; for I 
shall see the day, w^hen the Lord shall know me by my 
name again, right my wrongs, finish my sorrows, wipe 
the tears from my cheeks, tread down my enemies, fulfil 
my desires, and bring me to his glory. Whereas the 
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nature of all earth) j hope is like a sick man's palse, fnll 
of intermission, there being rarely seen sperate miteri on 
the inscription, bat it is subscribed, Cavete feUee%, 



GOFS WAYS UNSEARCHABLE. 

THERE is a place in Wiltshire, ctilled Stonehenge ; for 
divers great stones lying and standing there to- 
gether. Of which stones it is said, that though a man 
number them one by one never so carefully, yet that he 
cannot find the true number of them, but finds a different 
number firom that he found before. This may serve to 
shew very well, the erring of man's labour, in seeking 
to give an account of diyine wisdom and knowledge ; 
for all his arrows will &11 short, if he have no other 
bpw but that of reason to shoot in ; though his diligence 
be never so great, his learning never so eminent, and 
his parts never so many, in making up the reckoning, 
he will be always out, and never be able to say, as 
Martin Luther, when he had been praying in his closet, 
for the good success of the consultetion about religion, 
in Germany, "We have prevailed, we have prevailed;" 
but rather cry out with the apostle, " O the depth of 
the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! 
How unsearchable are his judgments, and his wayq 
past finding out." 

LIGHT IN THE MIDST OF DARKNESS. 

IT 10 storied of Andronicus, the old Emperor of Con- 
stantinople, that all things going cross with him, 
he took a psalter into his hand, to resolve his doubtful 
mind, and opening the same, as it were of that divine 
oracle to ask counsel, he lighted upon Ps. Ixviii. 14, — 
"When the Almighty scattered kings, they shall be 
white as snow in Salmon," and was therefore comforted 
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and directed what to do for his better safety. !Naw, it 
is to be underBtood that Salmon signifies shady and dar&, 
so was this mo jnt, by the reaaon of many lofty fairspread 
trees that were near it, but made lightsome by snow, 
that covered it. Hence, to be white as snow in Salmon, 
is to have 'joy in affliction, light in darkness, mercy in 
thip midst of judgment; as, for instance, "In sorrow 
shalt thou bring Ibrth," saith God to the womaa: she 
sbalt have sorrow, but she shall bring forth, that is the 
comfort. Many are the troubles of the righteous, that 
is the sadness of their condition : but the Lord will 
deliver them out of them all, there is their r^oiciog. 
There is no sorrow, no trouble, no temptation, that shall 
take any godly man, but he shall be as snow in Salmon. 
God will not suffer him to be tempted above that he is 
able, but will, with the temptation, also mak6 a way to 
escape, that he may be able to bear it. 



ALL OUR PURPOSES RfiFK&R£D TO GOD'S WILL. • 

PHILIP threatened the Lacedaemonians that, if he in- 
vaded their country, he would utterly extinguish 
them. They sent him no other answer back again but 
this word, Ify meaning that it was a condition well put 
in, because he was never lil^ely to aj^ar against them. 
Thus, St Paul promised the Corinthians to come by 
them in his way to Macedonia, and did it not ; for he 
evermore added in his soul that condition, which no 
man must ezdude, ^< If it stand with the pleasure of 
God, and He hinder me not." So Ihat, according to 
the old verse, 

" Si nisi non esset, perfectum quidlibet esset" 

If it were not for condition and exception, eveiything 
would be perfect, but that cannot be ; therefore every 
man hath his reserve of God's good will and pleasure, 
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to bttck him in idl his promises and undertakings, in a 
good way. So that he who speakethwith condition, as 
relating: to God's mind, may change his mind without 
suspicion of levity. 



TO WAIT UPON GOD IN HIS ORDINANCES. 

IT is Qoual for ships to ride a long time in a roadstead, 
whtti they might be in the haven ; and wherefore 
do they so ? but that they may be in the wind's way, to 
take the first opportunity that shall be offfered, for their 
intended voyage. Even thus should all good Christians 
do, anchor, as it were, in the house of God, even then 
wh^i they seem to be becalmed, that they cannot stir 
and move themselves about holy duties, as they were 
wont to do ; yet even then, ride it out, hearken what 
God will say to their souls, wait upon him in the use 
of means; not in an Anabaptistical phrenzy,. refusing 
to attend upon duty till the spirit move them ; but look 
up unto God for life, and seek it from him, in their 
attendance upon his holy ordinances. 



SINFUL PRATERS, NOT HEARD BY GOD. 

A KING of the Saracens, by his ambassador, demanded 
of Godfrey of Bologne, then in the holy war, how 
he had his hands so able to fight ; who returned him 
this answer, " Because I never defiled my hands with 
any notorious sin." Thus is it, that men prosper not 
outwardly, because they look not to themselves m- 
wardly ; they pray, and speed not ; they lift up their 
voice, but not holy hands. They pray, but they do not 
with the Ninevites, turn every one from the evil of his 
way, and from the wickedness that is in his heart. So 
that regarding iniquity in their hearts, God will not 
hear thteir prayers. The loadstone loseth its virtue. 
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besmeared with garUc, and oar prayers with sin ; that 
is the only obstacle that stops our prayers, under full 
sail to the throne of grace. 



THE GUIDANCE OP GOD'S SPIRITrTO BE IMPLOKBD. 

MEMORABLE is that' passage betwixt Elisha the pro- 
phet, and Joash the king of Israel ; he directed 
the hand of the king of Israel to shoot, and the arrow, 
of God's deliverance followed thereupon ; and then, so 
often as he smote the ground, by the appointment also 
of the prophet, so often, and no longer, he had likelihood 
of good success. Even so the Spirit that is it that must 
direct our tongues and hearts, in all that .proceedeth 
from them ; for where that ceaseth to be as a guide, 
there will that of the prophet certainly be verified, every 
man is a beast by his own knowledge. Hence was it, 
that the good old Christians sang. Come, Holy Ghost, 
Eternal God, Comforter of us all, &c., and so must we, 
if ever we look for God's assistance to go along with 
our endeavours. 



THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS. 

IK the ecclesiastical history of Socrates, there is men- 
tion made of one Theodorus, a martyr, put to ex- 
treme torments by Julian the Apostate, and dismissed 
again by him, when he saw him unconquerable. 
Buffinus, in his history, saith, that he met with this 
martyr a long time affcer his trial^nd asked him, whether 
the pains he felt were not insufferable ? He answered, 
that at first it was somewhat grievous, but after a while, 
there seemed to stand by him a young man in white, 
who, with a soft and comfortable handkerchief, wiped 
off the sweat from his body, (which through extreme 
anguish, was little less than blood) and bade him be of 
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good cheer^ ineomueh as then it was ratber a punish- 
ment tha& a pleasure to him to be taken off the rack, 
sith when the tormentors had d<me, the angel was gone. 
Thus it is, that the blessed angels of God have ministered 
from time to time to his people, in the days of their dis- 
tress, it maybe, bringing food to their bodies, as once to 
Elijah ; but certainly, comfort un^eakable to th^r souls^ 
aA to Jacob, Hagar, Daniel, Zecharias, Joseph, Cornelius, 
Paul, &c., and to our mpdern martyrs, in their prisons, 
at the stake, and in the fire. They pity our human 
frailties, and secretly suggest comfort, when we perceiva 
it not ; they are as ready to help us, as the bad an- 
gels are to t^npt us; always they stand looking op 
the face of Qod to receive orders, for the accomplish- 
ment of our good, which they no sooner have, than they 
readily diq>atch, even with weariness of flight. 



MEN ARB APT TO FORGET GOD IJJ PROSPERITY. 

IT is said to be the saying ci Frederick the Emperor, 
concerning Siginbird Flisk, afterwards eidled Inno- 
cent the Fourth, advanced, by him to the Popedom, I 
have lost a Cardinal a friend, and have gotten a Pope 
a foe. It is to be feared, that God may say the same of 
many men, so long as he kept them in a mean estate, 
they sought unto him, and he had humble, thankful 
servants of them; but so soon as he raised them to 
pro£{>erit7, they kicked, and became unworthy, thank- 
less wretches, forgetting themselves and the rock from 
whence they were hewn, even God their great fmd 
bountiful bene&otor. 



SUBMISSION TO THE WILL OF GOD. 

PSRSONAGB of Bomc uotc, lying on his death-bed, 
was desired by some of his fri^ds then standing 
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by, to speak some observable sentence, to throw out him- 
self in some one good passage or other, to leave behind 
him one remarkable saying or other, so that when he was 
dead and gone, they might remember both it and him. 
After a while he spake unto them, in the words of St. 
Peter, Epis. i. 6, 6 — "Humble yourselves under the 
mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time ; ' ' 
an excellent saying, and worthy to be received of all men. 
That in all straits, under all pressures whatsoever, men 
should lie down in the dust, submit themselves to the 
good will of God, and humble themselves under his 
mighty hand; and then, without all doubt, he will (not, 
when they think it a fit time, but) in his own due time, 
when it shall be most suitable for his glory, and most ad- 
vantageous for their eternal welfare, eaae and exalt them. 

THE DAY OF DEATH TO BE EVER KEPT IN VIEW. 

PUT the case that one man should give unto another 
many loaves of bread, conditioned that he should 
every day eat one ; but if the party should come to know 
that in one of them lay hid a parcel of deadly poison, yet 
in which of them it was, he should be utterly ignorant ; 
O how careful would he be in tasting any of them, lest 
he should light upon that which might prove his fatal 
destruction. Thus it is that God hath given unto us 
many days, to some more, to some less, but in one ox 
these he hath, unknown to us, conveyed the bitter stmg 
of death, and it may so fall out, that in the very day of 
our greatest rejoicing, a deadly cup of poison may be 
reached out unto us ; death like an unbidden guest may 
rush in upon us, and spoil all our mirth on a sudden. 
O how watchful, how diligent, should the considerajtion 
of these things make every one of us to be ! to look: 
upon every day as the day of our death, every breathing, 
the last breathing we shall make, to think upon tlie 
ringing of evety passing bell, that ours may be next - 
20 
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upon 'hearing the clodc strike, that there ie one honr 
less to live in, and one step made nearer to our long 
homes, the honse appointed for all living. 



THE WICKED SAT PEACE WHEN THERE 18 NO PEACE. 

IT is St. Paul's siQ^g of himself, That he was alive 
without the law, %.e. he had great quietness and 
ease of mind, all things went well with him, he was 
sound and safe, he thought himself in a sure and safe 
way ; but alas, this was his ignorance, his blindness ; 
' just like k man in a dungeon, that thinks himself safe, 
when there are serpents and poisonous creatures round 
about him, only he doth not see them. Or as a man in 
a lethargy, feels no pain though he be at the self-same 
time near unto the gates of death. And such is the con- 
dition of many persons ; they thank Ood they have no 
trouble, their soul is at much ease and quietness, they 
doubt not of God's favour and love unto them ; hence 
in the midst of their afflictions, when they are (but as it 
were) peeping into the furnace of trial, they will say, I 
thank my good God, this is his doing, I will submit there- 
unto, &c. When (alas) here is nothing but words, no 
assurance ; and it may be said of such, as Christ of the 
Jews, you say he is your Father, but you have not known 
him ; so they know nothing powerfully and practically 
concerning the mercies of God in Christ Jesus. 



TRUE COMFORT IN THE WORD OF GOD ONLY. 

SENECA going about to comfort his friend Polybius, 
persuades him to bear his afflictions patiently; 
and why, but because he was the emperor's favourite, 
and tells biniy that it was not lawful for him to com- 
plain, while Csesar was his friend : cold comfort was 
this,^ a poor cordial (God wot) to raise up a drooping 
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spirit ; good reason too, tor Csesar himself a little while 
after was so miserable, so destitute of all oUtward com- 
forts, that he had not a Mend to relieve him in the 
midst of his greatest extremity, mach less was he able 
to help his friend. 6 ! but the sure word of God affords 
a better cordial, that which is true comfort indeed ; it 
bids erery true child of God, not to be overmuch de- 
jected under the greatest of afflictions, because he is 
God's fiftvourite, God's jewel, God's child, God's in- 
heritance ; it tells him that it is not lawful for him to 
complain, while God is his friend, his refuge, his rock 
of defence and his safeguard, and the projnises of God 
are his rich portion and inheritance ; so that, like Job, 
though he lose all that he hath, yet he losetn nothing, 
because he loseth not his God, in having of whom he 
hath all things. 



GOD'S READINESS XO PARDON REPENTANT SINNERS. 

IT was a custom amongst the ancient Romans, that 
when the judges absolved any accused person at 
the bar, they did write the letter A upon a little table 
provided for that purpose ; i. e. Ahsolvimus^ We absolve 
him ; if they judged him guilty, they wrote C, i. e. Oon- 
demnamuSjWe condemn him : and if they found the cause 
difficult and doubtful, they wrote N L, i. e. Non Liquet^ 
We cannot tell what to make of it ; not much unlike unto 
the term IgnoramuB in our common law, which the grand 
inquest writes upon a bill of indictment, when they 
mislike their evidence as defective, or too weak to inake 
good the presentment ; but it is otherwise with the all- 
knowing God, with whom we have to do ; He cannot be 
said to be ignorant of the many sins wherewith we pro- 
voke him daily ; Abraham may be ignorant of us, and 
Israel acknowledge us not, but he knoweth us and all 
things else, he knoweth us to be wretched and miserable, 
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sa that he may well write 0<mdemnamu9^ and doom us to 
perpetual torments with the devil and his angels ; yet 
such is his mercy to poor repentant sinners, that he in- 
vites and woo8»them to come in, that they may be saved, 
and so ready to pass by offences, that instead of Corv- 
demnamus, he takes up the pen and writes AbsolvknuSy 
My son, be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee. 

MINISTERS FIND LITTLE SUCCESS IP THE HEARERS* HEARTS 
ARE COLD. 

A s the husbandman, though he should be never so 
j!jL laborious in ploughing, sowing, and fitting the 
ground ; though he be never so careful to provide pre- 
cious, and good seed, yet if the nature of the ground be 
barren, as it will bear no seed, or cause it to degenerate 
into weeds, all the labour is in vain ; or as the gardener,* 
though he water, and dress never so carefully, yet if the 
tree be dead at the jpoot, it is all to no purpose. So though 
the ministers of God are very earnest in praying, preach- 
ing, informing, rebuking, yet, when the ground is barren, 
the tree dead at the root, if the people be of a froward, 
and indisposed temper, if the god of this world hath 
blinded their eyes, that they do not see; nor understand, 
nor feel the power of God working upon their souls ; 
what hope is, or can there be of such a people. 

CHRIST THE ETERNAL SON OF GOD, PROPERLY CALLED THE 

WORD. 

FijiST, because his etenlfel generation is like the pro- 
duction of a word ; for as a word is first conceived 
in the mind, and proceeds thence without any carnal 
operation : so the Son of God had his conception in the 
understanding of the Father, and proceeded thence 
without any corporeal emanation. 2. As a word is im- 
material, and invisible, (for no man can see the word 
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of our thought) : So Christ is immaterial, and invisible, 
in regard of his divine nature, for no man hath seen 
that at any time. 3. As a word (if you take it for 
verhum mentis, cannot be separated frOm the under- 
standing, but as soon as there is the understanding, 
there must be the word), so Jesus Christ, the second 
person in the blessed.Trinity, cannot be separated from 
the Father, but as soon as ever there was a Father (if 
it may be spoken of eternity) there was a necessity of 
a Son, and so he is co-eternal with him. 4. As a word 
is not expressed, till it be clothed with air, and articu- 
. lated by the instrument of speech, so the Word of God, 
which is the second person in the Trinity,* was not 
manifested to the sons of men, "until he was clothed in 
flesh, and born of the Virgin Mary. 



TRUE CHRISTIANS ARE FRUITFUL CHRISTIANS. 

LOOK where you will in God's book, you shall never 
find any lively member of God's church, any true 
Christian compared to any but a fruitful tree ; not to a 
tall cypress, the emblem of unprofitable honour ; nor to 
the smooth ash, the eipblem of unprofitable prelacy, that 
doth nothing but bear keys ; nor to a double-coloured 
poplar, the emblem of dissimulation; nor to a well- 
shaded plane, that hath nothing else but form ; nor to a 
hollow maple, nor to a trembling asp ; nor to a prickly 
thorn ; nor to the scratching hramble, nor to any plant 
whatsoever, whose fruit is not usefal and beneficial; 
but to the fruitful vine, the fat olive, the seasonable 
sapling planted by the rivers of water. Yet it is most 
true, that the goodly cedars, strong elms, fast-growing 
willows, sappy sycamores, and all the rest of the un- 
fruitful trees of the earth, i. e. all fashionable and barren 
professors whatsoever, they may shoot up in height, 
spread far, show fair, but what are they good for? Yes, 
20* 
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they may be fit for the forest, the ditches, the hedge- 
rows of the world ; not for the true saving soil of God's 
Israel, that is a soil of use and fruit, that is a place for 
none but vines, for trees of righteousness, fruitful trees, 
fruitful Christians. He that abideth in me, bringeth 
forth much fruit, saith our Saviour. John xv. 6. 



THE SAD CONDITION Of^ ALL IMPENITENT gINNEBS. 

IT is said of Antoninus, Archbishop of Florence, that 
after he had heard the confession of a wretched 
usurer, he gave no other absolution than this : God be- 
merciful to thee, if he please, and forgive thee thy sins, 
which I do not believe, and bring thee to eternal life, 
which is impossible. If God doth not won4erfully work 
a strange conversion in his heart, such and so sad is the 
condition of every unregenerate man, every impenitent 
sinner, they are no other than bond-slaves of Satan, fire- 
brands of hell, vessels of wrath, men without God in the 
world. No wonder then, that as long as they continue 
in such a wretched estate, God ceaseth to be merciful 
unto them, denieth them forgiveness of sins here in this 
life, and admission into his kingdom of glory hereafter* 



JEHOVAH IS A GOD OP JUDGMENT, AS WELL AS MERCY. 

NOTHING SO cold as lead, yet nothing more scalding 
if molten ; nothing more blunt than iron, and yet 
nothing so keen if sharpened ; the air is soft and tender, 
yet out of it are ingendered thunderings and lightnings ; 
the sea is calm and smooth, but if tossed with tempests it 
is rough above measure. Thus it is, that mercy abused 
turns to fury : God, as he is a God of mercies, so he is a 
God of judgment; and it is a fearful thing to fall into 
his punishing hands : He is loath to strike, but when he 
trikes, he strikes home. If His wrath be kindled, yea, but 
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a little, woe be to all those on whom it lights ; how 
much more when he is sore displeased with a people 
or person. "Who knows the power of His anger?*' 
says Moses, let every one therefore submit to his justice, 
and implore his mercy. Men muat either burn or turn ; 
for even our God is a consuming fire. 



TRUE COMFORT TO BE FOUND IN GOFS PBOMISSS. 

IT IS said of Mr. Bilney, that blessed martyr of Christ 
Jesus, that being much wounded in conscience, by 
reason of the great sin he had committed, in subscribing 
to the popish errors, he was much comforted by reading 
those words (1 Tim. i. 16), " This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ came 
into the world to save sinners," &c. Thus was Beza 
supported under his troubles, by the words of Christ. 
John X. 27, 28, 29. Mention is also made of R. Bolton 
of Kettering, that was upheld under great affliction, 
and comforted from that of Is. chap. xxvi. 3. Many 
also are the drooping spirits that have been wonderfully 
cheered, by reading the eighth chapter of St. Paul's 
Epistle to the Romans ; and by that text of St. John, in 
his first epistle, chap. iii. 14, — '' We kAOw that we have 
passed from death to life,*' &c.' And thus it is, that 
great is the excellency, transcendent the comforts, thaft 
are to be found in God's promises : they are the good 
Christian's Magna Charta for heaven, the only assurance 
that he hath to claim by. There is no comfort, no true, 
real, virtual Comfort, but what is built and founded upon 
a scripture promise ; if otherwise, it is presumption, and 
cannot properly be called true comfort. The promises 
are the food of feith, and the verj^soul of faith. They 
are a mine of rich treasures, a garden fiill of choice 
flowers, able to enrich the soul with all celestial con- 
tentmenta, and to sweeten the sourest of conditions 
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The truth is, there is no promise of God, but if he be 
pleased to enlighten us, and shew us our interest in it, 
will afford a plentiful harvest of everlasting joy, and 
that which is true and real contentment indeed. 



HOW IT IS THAT AGE BECOMES TRULY HONOURABLE. 

• . ■ • . • 

PHiLO the learned Jew noteth, that although many in 
the beginning lived to a great length of time, so 
that they more than trebled the years of Abraham, yet 
none is mentioned, and named to have been an old 
man in the Scripture, until Abraham, of whom it is 
said, that he died in a good old age (Gen. xxv. 8), 
whereof Philo conceiveth the reason to be, because 
though his years were fewer, his virtues were more, 
and because he was gone farther in the. way of right- 
eousness, though his course were shorter in the way of 
life : and this it was that made his old age to be good, 
this it was that made it to be a crown of glory ; 'for it 
is a reproach to be able to prove our old age, only by 
numbers of years, and not by increase of knowledge 
and goodness ; it being so, that age will never become 
truly honourable, nor the hoary head as a crown of 
glory, till it be found in the way of righteousness. 



COMMENDABLE SILENCE. 

IT was the wisdom of Sulpitius Severus, who being 
^deceived by the Pelagians, and acknowledging the 
fault of his loquacity, was careful of silence afterwards 
unto his death, and good reason too, says St. Jerome, 
that the sin which he had committed by overspeaking, 
might be amended bj holding his peace ever after ; this 
it may be and often is the infirmity of the wisest, to be 
too hasty in speech, to be somewhat too forward in their 
expressions ; it must therefore be their wisdom to shut 
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the doors of their lips, to be wary of what they say, 
and to be more silent and watchful over themselves for 
the time to come. 



THE SHORTNESS OP HUMAN LIFE. 

rTTHEN God revealed to Nebuchadnezzar, how little a 
VV while his empire was to last, he shewed him a 
statue of divers metals, the head of gold, the breast 
silver, the belly brass, the legs iron, the feet clay, and a 
little stone descending from the mountains dashed the 
statue in pieces. But instead of taking this as a fore- 
warning of his end, and to have it still before his eyes, 
he made another statue of gold from top to toe, which 
is held to be a durable tmd lasting metal ; so that the 
more Q-od sought to undeceive him, the more was he 
deceived with his vain hopes. And this is a fit resem- 
blance of that which daily happeneth unto us ; for God 
adviseth us, that in the midst of all our magnificent 
structures, and costly edifices, that of our body, our best 
building, is but reared up of a little dirt, an house of clay, 
that daily moulders away, and will be ere long reduced to 
little or nothing ; yet our idle thoughts, and vain hopes, 
imagine it to be of gold, to be built of strong and last- 
ing materials, which cannot be, when as man's life is 
so short, that it is no more than to go out of one grave 
into another, out of the womb of our particular mother, 
into that of the earth, the common mother of us all. 
Dust we are, and to dust we must return. Gen. ii. 



THE GHACE OP GOD ALONE, CAN CHANGE OUR NATURAL 
INCLINATIONS. 

DO but set the eggs of divers fowls under one hen, 
and when they are disclosed, the kite will be 
ravenous, the dove harmless, the duck will be paddling 
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:n the water, and every one will be prosecuting its 
natural inclination and condition. Or take the youngest 
wolf-whelp, employ the greatest art, use the utmost 
skill that may be, to make it gentle and loving, and 
you shall find it but labour lost, a thing altogether im- 
possible ; for it will never be forced or intreated from 
its natural fierceness and cruelty. Thus it cannot be 
denied, but that education hath a considerable power 
to qualify, breeding in a good &mily may civilize, but 
never nullify the proper nature of any thing or person. 
It is therefore the duty of parents, earnestly to pray, 
that God would be pleased to infuse such souls into 
their children, as may be endued with sweet and gra- 
cious inclinatioHs ; if otherwise, to use all fit means to 
temper the worst, not presuming to eflfect an absolute 
extirpation thereby, but by the miraculous power of 
Him, who can make from bitter fountains to defiow 
sweet and pleasant waters ; from the worst of nature, 
the best of grace and goodness. 



THE EARTH AT THE JUDGMENT DAY NOT CONSUMED BUT 
RENEWED. 

AS when gold or silver is cast into the furnace, and so 
tried in the fire, the substance remaineth, but the 
dross is that which only perisheth : So in the last day, 
the fire of the Judgment shall consume and abolish the 
corruptible and drossy quality of the creature, but the 
substance (being subtilized and refined) shall abide and 
continue. What though the fashion of the world pass, 
and be scoured away by the fire of that general confla- 
gration, yet the matter and substance shall remain : the 
heavens indeed shall pass away with a noise or rushing, 
or shrink together like a scroll of parchment ; the ele- 
ments, like lead, shall melt with heat, and the earth 
with the works that are therein shall be burnt up. Yet 
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the world shall not bd consumed to nothing, but only 
transchanged into a new form, and converted to a Sab- 
batical and better use. God, out of the very ashes of it, 
will produce a new world, even a new heaven and a new 
earth, wherein shall dwell righteousness (2 Pet iii. 13). 



SSBMONS TO BS LISTENED TO FOB THE If ATTEB AND NOT 
FOB THE PBSACHEB. 

IT is related that a certain bishop, at a visitation, 
preached a very goclly sermon, and withal so learned 
and plain, that he descended to the capacity of the 
meanest hearers. He was thereupon very much com- 
mended for his grave gesture, for his distinct and sober 
delivery, for his fatherly instructions, speaking plainly 
and familiarly as a father to his children, not so earnest, 
and viehement, and hot, as many young novices are ; as 
for their own minister he was butayoungling, and as good 
as nobody in comparison of the bishop ; and if they had 
but such a preacher, they would give they knew not what 
to enjoy him. This great and general commendation was 
signified to the bishop in private, who, to make trial of 
the people's judgment, came the next year after in the 
attire of an ordinary and poor minister, offering himself 
to be their preacher, it being noised abroad that their 
own was upon his removal to another place. The bishop 
having gained the pulpit, purposely chose another text, 
differing from his former in words, but not in matter, so 
that in a manner he preached the very self-same sermon. 
But the same persons, tiiat did so much commend him 
before, did now as much discommend him, and said, that 
he had no good gesture, but a heavy kind of moving his 
body ; that he bended too much forward, and stood not 
-upright ; that he was nothing ripe and ready in his de- 
livery ; that he could be no scholar, because he was so 
plain spoken ; that almost any man might make {^ good - 
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a sermon ; that it differed little from ordinary tiilk ; that 
ne enforced not, ilor followed his ^ exhortations with 
vehemency and earnestness of spirit ; and that his words 
had no life in them, to stir up*the attention, or move 
the affections of the hearers ; that none of them would 
give a penny for his maintenance ; and that they would 
have another kind of preacher than he, or they would 
have none. Here now was the same sermon preached, 
but here not the same people that heard it ; the first 
sermon cried up, the second cried down, yet still the 
same sermon ; the preacher much commended at the 
first delivery, and as much discommended at the second, 
yet still the same preacher. Hence is it, that the gener- 
ality of the people are not to be looked on as fit and 
competent judges of the preacher and his doctrine, for 
they are usually led by passion, not by discretion, so 
that ofttimes they commend they know not what, and 
discommend they know not whom. 



TO BE WARNED BY THE MISERIES OP OTHERS. 

As some schoolmasters have used that discipline, to 
correct the children of great persons (whose per- 
sonal correction they find reason to forbear,) by correct- 
ing other children in their names, and in their sight, and 
have by this means so wrought upon good natures, that 
they have amended what was amiss at present, and 
taken more care for the future : Thus the Jews were by 
God corrected, in the punishment of the Egyptians ; for 
the ten plagues of Egypt were as Moses' ten command- 
ments to Israel. And so it is that other men's harms 
ought to be our arms: every judgment that falls'upon 
another, should be as a catechism to us by way of in- 
struction; when judgments are abroad in the world,- 
shall not the people learn righteousness ? Shall the lions 
roar, fmd the beasts of the forest^ not tremble ? Shall 
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God's hand lie heavy upon others, and we stand by as 
idle spectators, nothing at all minding what is done ? 
Shall our very next neighbour's house be on fire, and we 
look on as men unconcerned in the danger? It cannot, 
it must not be ; there is, without all doubt, the same 
combustible stufl^ the same (if not greater) sins lodged 
in our hearts, and the same punishments hovering over 
our heads, it is therefore high time to look about us. 



MINISTERS ACCOUNTABLE TO GOD FOR WHAT THET AAVB 
RECEIVED. 

AS by the law of nature, redde deposittmiy doth bind 
every such fiduciary, engage every such trustee, 
not to use the pledge deposited as his own proper 
goods, but to be accountable for it, and restore it when 
it shall be called for; if otherwise he is guilty of -injus- 
tice, and violating the very principles of natural reason : 
So it is with the treasures of God's truth, 'committed 
to the hands of his ministers, they must acknowledge 
themselves to be depositaries, trusted as pledge keep- 
ers, not as proprietors, lords and masters of it, for they 
are to be responsible in that great day of general audit, 
how they have discharged their trust. 



REPENTANCE NOT TO BE PUT OFF TILL OLD AGE. 

WINTER voyages are very dangerous and uncertain 
by reason of the north wind, which is then let 
loose upon the earth ; and sure he were not wise that 
might take his journey in the summer, yet, by delaying 
his opportunity, would expose himself to the dirty deep- 
ness of the way, and inclemency of the weather in win- 
ter: iNow so it is, that old age is man's. winter, — ^witness 
that snow which covers his' head, more cold and lasting 
than the Russian frosts, which the raging dog-star can 
21 
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Bcarcely thaw ; and youth is his summer, whei'ein the 
better temper of the air, the clearness of the sky, where- 
in are fewer clouds, less storms to hinder his prospect to 
heaven, promise a successful voyage. Can it be thought 
then that God, who preceded all time, will take it well 
at our hands, to be put back unto the last minute of 
time ? How can He that requires the first-fruits of our 
lands* be content with the latter harvest of our lives? 
How can He that expects a sacrifice of sweet smell, but 
distaste our unsavoury zeal, when for a fragrant flower 
we present Him with a dry stalk and withered branch, 
the lees of our old age for the vintage of our youth ? 
Yet, by the way, this is not to prejudicate a grey-headed 
repentance, though the younger must needs be pre- 
ferred ; that may be true, but this more safe ; a man 
may hope well of the one, but believe better of the other. 



IN ALL DELIVEBANCES TO GIVE GOD THE GLQRY. 

THBonosius being told of the wonderful overthrow of 
the usurper John his adversary, he, and all his fol- 
lowers resorted to the temple, where they passed over 
the day with praise and thanksgiving, acknowledging 
that God by his arm had cast down that tyrant And 
Fl. Heraclius being delivered from Cosroes, the king of 
the Persians, and his kingdom freed from tyranny, did 
in the height of his triumph at Byzantium, openly praise 
God for his delivery; and the more to show his thank- 
fulness, did cause to be stamped upon his coin with his 
own image, these words, — " Glory be to God in heaven, 
because he hath broken the iron doors, and hath deliv- 
ered the holy kingdom of Heraclius." And thus must 
all of us do, if we be freed from persecution, from a 
sword-power, from a tyrannical government; let us con- 
fess with David, that salvation is of the Lord. If we be 
brought from the jaws of death and the gates of the 
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grave, or recovered from some mortal disease, let as say 
with Hezekiah, — " The Lord was ready to save me ; '* 
Or if, like so many brands snatched ont of the fire, we 
be brought from the deep of destruction, the very gulf 
of hell, let US acknowledge, with Jonah, that mercy and 
salvation is of the Lord ; in all deliverances, spiritual 
and temporal, let God still have the glory. 



THE WRATH OF QOD TO BE APPEASED BY TIMELY REPENTANCE. 

SEASONABLY and timely came in the provision of Abi- 
gail, when, for her husband's churlish behaviour, 
David, in his wrath, had girded his sword upon his 
thigh, and threatened destruction to his whole house- 
hold, she delayed not the time, but made haste and 
went out. to meet him with asses laden with baskets of 
raisins, bottles of wine, and sheep ready dressed, to ap- 
pease his wrath, which David took so kindly at her 
hands, that he forgot his anger, and gave order that 
she should be returned in peace and safety to her hus- 
band and femily. So it is that David's Son, according 
to his humanity, and David's Lord, according to his di- 
vinity, even David the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
the great God of heaven and earth, is angry with every 
son of man for his unthankful and ungrateful behaviour 
"towards him. He hath bent his bow, and whetted his 
arrows, girded his sword on his thigh, and (which is 
much to be feared) hath already drawn it out to punish 
us; let us, then, by a seasonable and timely repentance, 
go out and humbly meet him on the way. And as Abi- 
gail had her asses laden with fruit, so let us have our 
bodies laden with repentance and contrition ; even these 
bodies of ours, which have been too long porters to 
carry the heavy burden of sin and wickedness. And 
as she had her bottles of wine, so .let us have our eyes 
as two bottles ; nay, rather two fountains of tears, to 
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bewail the sadness of our lost condition. And as she 
had her sheep ready dressed, so let ns have onr hearts 
ready prepared- and ^ addressed to serve the Lord, and 
then the Lord will say unto us, as David to Abigail, 
Return again unto your houses in peace, be of good 
cheer, your sins are forgiven you. 



SELF-CONCEIT IN MATTERd OF RELIGION CONDEMNED. 

IT was in the Levitical law so ordered by God, that he 
who had a blemish of white in his eye, was debarred 
from the priesthood, and compared to the owl, of whom 
the naturalists yield the reason, that she cannot see in 
the daytime, because of the exceeding great whiteness 
she hath in her eyes, which so scattereth the sight, that 
the optics thereof cannot perfectly discern the objects : 
And such are all those that are self-conceited of them- 
selves in matters of religion, that are pure in their own 
eyes, wise and prudent in their own sight, yet are not 
washed from their filthiness, that stink in the nostrils 
of all that come near them ; such as the Kovatians, of 
whom St. Cyprian speaketh, that pronounce themselves 
to be pure gold. "But if they be gold," saith he, "it 
is then that gold in which the sins of the people of Israel 
are denoted; they are but golden calves, or rather gol- 
den asses.'* It is better, therefore, to be at sea, tossed 
with a tempestuous storm, in the ship with those that 
humbly profess themselves to be sinners, than on the 
shore with the rabble of those that justify themselves, 
and are so self-conceited of their own graces, that they 
think no one good ei^ough to be their fellow. 



FAITH THE FIRST ACT OF REPENTANCE. 

s a prisoner, that lies in hold for debt, if a man 
L should come unto him, and promise him that he 
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would take order to pay his debt, and thereby discharge 
him of his imprisonment ; he first believes that he is 
both able and jvilling so to do it, then he hopes for it ; 
and, lastly, he is as it were dissolved into love, ravished 
with the thoughts of such an unexpected release ; and 
therefore seeketh to do all things that may please him. 
So it is with a repenting convert, he first believes that 
God will do what he hath promised, that is, pardon his 
sins, and take away his iniquities ; ^hen he resteth in 
hope, that what is so promised shall be performed; and 
from that, and for it, he leaves sin, forsaketh his old 
course of life, which was displeasing, and for the time 
to come, maketh it his work to do that which is pleas- 
.ing and acceptable in God*s sight 



GOD THE ONLY TRUE HELP IN TIME OF TROUBLE. 

IT is said of Cain, that being in trouble of 'mind, and 
terror of conscience, for his bloody sin of fratricide, 
he went to allay it by building a city (Gen. iv.) ; and 
there was no way to drive away SauVs melancholy, but 
by David's tuning of his harp. Thus it is with jnost 
of people, when they are under trouble of mind, or 
vexation of spirit, they use sinful and wrong means to 
quiet themselves; they run to merry meetings, to miisic, 
to building, to bargaining, to buying and selling; but 
they run not to God on the bended knees of their hearts, 
who is the only speedy help in such a time of need. It 
cannot be denied, but that a merry meeting, music, or 
the like, may allay the trouble of mind for a while, 
but it will recoil with more terror than before. A sad 
remedy, not much unlike to a man in a fever, that lets 
down cold drink, which cools for the present, but after- 
wards increaseth the more heat ; or like a man rubbing 
himself with nettles, to allay the sting of a bee ; or not 
much unlike to one, that hath his house a falling, and 
21* 
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takes a firebruid to uphold it^ whereby the bmldiBg ifl 
more in danger. ^ ^ 



FAITH THE FOUNTAIN SOURCE OF ALL GRACES. 

IT is observed, that the serpent is of all things most 
careful of his head, because he well knows, that 
though he be cut and mangled never so much in the 
body, or apy part of it, yet if his head be but whole, it 
will cure all the wounds of the other members. And 
such wisdom ought all of us to have, to labour above 
all things to keep our head, our faith, whole and sound, 
to make sure of that, whatsoever we do ; because if 
anything else received a wound, if any other of our 
graces have, as it were, even lost their spiritual strength 
and vigour, faith will renew them again ; but if this one 
suffer shipwreck, it will cost many a sigh, many a tear, 
many a groan in the spirit, before it be recovered again ; 
for, without it, all other graces decay and perish, and 
are as in a winter condition of barrenness without it ; 
yet, if it do but appear, there will be a spring-tide of 
all spiritual blessings whatsoever. 

PROSPERITY WILL DISCOVER A MAN'S NATURE. 

IT is said of Pius Quintus, so called, because that when 
he was a mean man,' he was looked on as a good 
man ; but when he came to be a cardinal, he doubted of 
his salvation, and when a pope, he despaired of it. So 
hard a thing is it for a good, man to use a prosperous 
estate well. Prosperity is that which will tell you, what 
a man is, it will soon find him out; give him power, an^ 
he will soon shew what grace is in him, put him into an 
office, and he will presently be seen in it. Hence it is 
observable, that the same word that signifies prosperity 
in the Hebrew, is rendered by the Arabic, investigation, 
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and by the Septuagint, inquisition, or examination, to 
make a strict search, or to examine thoroughly. So 
that whereas adversity tries but one grace, that is, pa- 
tience, prosperity will try all graces; it will try a man's 
love, whether he love God or the world ; it will try his 
zeal, whether at a dead lift he will venture Christ or his 
estate ;' it will try his hope, whether it be on heaVen or 
earth ; it will try his charity, whether it be at home or 
abroad; it will try the whole man, and suddenly discover 
to the world what metal he is made of. 



GOD'S ENDS, ANn MAN'S ENDS, IN PSRSBGUTION. 

A PHYSICIAN letteth a man bleed, by the application of 
leeches, and they s«ck much blood from him ; but 
the physician's ends are one thing, and the leeches' ends 
are another thing ; the leech draweth blood from the 
man, only to satisfy itself; but the physician letteth the 
man blood, to cure his distemper. Such is the diflference 
between God's ends, and wicked men's ends, in the 
persecution of His own people ; God, by suffering His 
church and people to be persecuted, it is to purge away 
their evil distempers of sin and security, or whatsoever 
it is that may offend, that thereby he may make his 
people better by their afflictions; but wicked and' un- 
godly men, by troubling the church, it is to destroy them, 
and root them out, that they may be no more a people, 
to accomplish their own wicked designs,, and to satisfy 
their rage and malice upon them, in their utter ruin and 
overthrow. These are their ends, but God hath other 
ends ; as Joseph said to his brethren, you did intend me 
hurt, but God did intend me good ; so it may be said 
concerning all ungodly wicked men, they do intend evil 
against the church and people of God, but God intends 
his people's good ; they intend to persecute and destroy, 
but he intends (maugre all their contrivements whatso- 
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ever) to preserve, keep, and continue his church, lo the 
end of the world. Let the church's enemies plough 
never so deeply, and make furrows on the hacks of Qod's 
people never so long; yet God's ends are grace, and 
mercy, and peace, to do them good in the latter end. 



HfiAVEN THE SAINTS' INHERITANCE. 

VALBNS the Emperor threatened 8. Basil, that let him 
go whither he would, yet he should neither hy 
sea nor land, he safe from his power. Well, said the 
good man, he it so ; for all the Emperor's rage, I shall 
he either in heaven or under heaven. And in the like 
mariner, there was a cardinal threatened Luther, that there 
shall not ha a place left for him in all the empire of Ger- 
many, wherein he should he free from danger ; O (saith 
Luther smilingly) if earth cannot keep me safe, heaven 
shall. Thus it is that many of the dear servants of God, 
such as perhaps have no place in the world wherein to 
put their heads, or such as heretofore had better accom- 
modations, hut are now glad to live in poor cottages, 
smoky houses, &c., or such (as it may be) are driven to 
and fro hy sea and land, as have no abiding place of 
rest or safety, where to repose themselves ; yet here is 
the hope, here their comfortable assurance, that in spite 
of the malice of men and devils, they shall be either in 
heaven, or under heaven ; though they have no abiding 
place on earth below, yet they have one prepared for 
them eternally in the heavens above. 



MUTUAL CONFESSION OP SINNERS MAY LEAD TO CONVERSION. 

IT is related of St. John the Evangelist, that being 
upon his return from Patmos to Ephesus, after the 
death of Domitian, he was set upon by a company of 
thieves, amongst whom was a young man their captairi ; 
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to him St. J6hn applied himself, by way of i^holesome 
couns^el and advice, which took so good effect, that he 
became a new man, and was converted, and went there- 
upon to all his fellow thieves, an(J besought them, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, that they would not walk 
any longer in their former wicked ways. He told them 
withal, that he was troubled in conscience for his former 
wicked life, and earnestly entreated them, that as they 
cared for the eternal welfare of their own ^or souls, 
they would now leave off their old courses, and live 
more conscionably for the time to come. The counsel 
was good, and well taken, so that many of those great 
robbers became great converts. Thus it is, that one 
sinner's confession of his feults to another, may happily 
prove the conversion of the other. Hence it is, that 
the meaning of that apostolical precept. Confess your 
faults one to another, is made out by some interpreters 
to be, that those that have been partners together in 
sin, they should go one to another, and seriously con- 
fess their sins each to another. 



THE SOUL SAFE ONLY IN CHRIST. 

IT is observable, that if merchants venture a-great, or 
most part of their estate at sea, where they may be ^ 
hazard in the voyage, they will run speedily to insure 
a great part of their commodities. And thus should 
all of us do ; this body of ours is the ship, the merchan- 
dize and freight in this ship is no less than our precious 
souls; glory celestial is the port, whereat she would 
arrive, but many dangers there are in the way, storms, 
and tempests of temptations are on every side, she may 
chance to run upon the rocks of presumption, or sink 
into the quicksands of despair, what is then to be done? 
By all means go to the insuring oflBice, let us run to the 
testimony of Christ's spirit in our own spirits, by the 
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W<Htl to evidence, and make it out clear \mto tie, tbat 
the ship shall be safe, the commodity brought secure 
to the haven, that ship, body and soul and all, shall 
anchor safely in heaven, there to rest with Chrii^ in 
glory for evermore. 



IDLENESS, THE VERY INLET TO ALL TEMPTATIONS: 

IT was the speech of Mr. Greenham, that when the 
devil tempted a poor soul, she came to him for ad- 
vice, how. she might resist the temptation, and he gave 
her this answer, — Never be idle, but be always well 
employed ; for in my own experience I have found it, 
when the devil came to tempt me, I told him that I was 
not at leisure to hearken to his temptation, and by this 
means I resisted all his assaults. Thus must all of us do, 

. when the devil comes to tempt any of us, say, " I am 
not at leisure to lend an ear to thy temptattons, I am 
otherwise employed, I am in the work of my God, busied 
in the work of my lawfu] calling, and taken up with 
the thoughts of God's blessings thereupon," then he 
will never be able to fasten upon thee ; for so it»is that 
he never gets advantage of any man or woman, but 
either when they are'out of God's way, or idle, or hav-e 
their hands in some sinful action, then it is that they 

" do even tempt the tempter to tempt them, and lay them- 
selves open to a world of sin and wickedness. 



FAITH, THOUGH WEAK, YET REWARDED. 

rpHBY that did look on the brazen serpent but with 
X. one eye, yea, with but half an eye, were as well 
and as fully cured of the deadly stings of the fiery ser- 
pents, as those that beheld it with both. And again, 
suppose that a prince be disposed to bestow on sundry 
and several malefactors, a pardon of grace, or some 



BIBLE ILLUSTRATIONS. ' 239 

precious jewek, (as mgnals 6f his «ivil respect), unto 
mere beggars ; is not the one as" fully acquittdfl from 
his ofiSBuoes, and the other made as actually richrby the 
possession of such jew«els, though but received with a ^ 
palsyHihaking hand, as they that receive them with one 
that is more strong and lusty? Even so the case is 
here ; hast thou (whosoever thou be) but a dimmish, 
darkish faith, a weak, watery eye of faith ; yet, ioit thy 
comfort, if it be such an one as doth look up to Christ, 
and only to him, for salvation; such a. hand as doth 
reach out unto Christ, and the pardon of sins offered 
in and by him ; and dost claqp it about Him with all 
thy feeble strength, make not doubt but that thou art 
justified in the sight of God, and dost stand clearly ac- 
quitted of all thy sins, and shalt be healed from the 
deadly stings th^eof ; for it is the possession of the 
jewel, not merely the holding of it, that made those 
beggars rich; and the king's pardon rdieveth none but 
such as are willing to accept of it, and plead to it; and 
so it is not our strong or weak faith that is our right- 
eousness, and full discharge before God, but Jesus Christ 
and his obedience, that is it that doth all. This only 
is required on our part, that we accept of Christ offered 
in the gospel, and rely on him for full righteousness and 
redemption ; all which a weak and feeble faith doth as 
truly and entirely (if not more) as the strongest ; nay, 
which is yet more ifor the comfort of such as are weak 
in faith, and cannot yet in an express and explicit 
manner believe on Christ ; they have Christ, and enjoy 
him unto righteousness, and the pardon of all their 
sins and transgressions committed. 



ALL MUST DTE. 

THE heathens usually compared the sons <^ Adam to 
counters, the game at chess, and stage^plays, be* 
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cause that counters have their several places and use 
for a time, but in the end they are jumbled into a heap. 
In a gftme at chess, some are kings, some bishops, some 
knights, &;c., but after a while they all go into one and 
the same bag. On the stage one is in his rags, another 
in his robes ; one is the master, another is the man, 
and very busy they be ; but in the end the play ends, 
the bravery ends, and each returns to his place. Such 
and* no other is the estate of man, either weeds or 
flowers, and both wither ; whether trees good or bad, 
both die ; as dieth the wise, so the fool ; rich men die, 
and poor too; death is unavoidable, life and death take 
turns each of other ; the man lives not, that shall not 
see death, be he a king with Saul, a prophet with Jere- 
miah, 9 wise Solomon, a foolish Nabal, a holy Isaac, a 
profane Esau; be he of what rank soever, he must 
die; nay, let there be a concurrence of all in one; let 
Samuel, both a good man, a good minister, a good 
magistrate, have as many privileges as are incident 
to a man, yet can he not procure a protection against 
death ; his mother may beg his life, but none can com- 
pound for his death ; sure it is that all must lie down 
in the dust and die. 



CHAEITY TO BE SHEWN. 

IT is written of Moses Atticissans, that when he 
did give alms to a poor profligate wretch, his 
friends were much admired that Plato, the great divine 
philosopher, would take pity on such a wretched mis- 
creant; but he like himself, in such misty days as those 
were, made answer, I shew mercy on the man, not as 
he is wicked ; but as, and because he is a man of my 
own nature. His answer was good and warrantable ; 
for if we consider our first parents, we shall find our- 
selves bound, by the same obligation, to do good unto 
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all men. There is neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free, 
male or female, but all are one in Christ Jesus ; neither 
Indian, whether of the East or West, neither barbarian 
of Morocco, but all are brethren, whom, as we have 
opportunity, we must embrace with charity ; such as are 
true saints, with joy for their sanetification ; those that 
are not such, in the judgiaent of charity, with hearty 
ii,nd earnest supplications to the great God of heaven 
and earth for their true and timely conversion to the 
faith, that is to be found only in the'Lord Jesus. 



BELIEVERS NOT TO GRIEVE AT PRESENT TROUBLES. 

SUPPOSE a man, by birth noble, and by revenues rich, 
that as travelling homewards through a foreign 
country, he should be waylaid, fall into the hands of 
thieves and villains, and by them be robbed of his money, 
and stripped of his rich and courtly apparel, and besides 
that, have many indignities and base unworthy affronts 
put upon him, and yet should pass by all, as little or 
nothing concerned in the business. And why so ? But 
because he considers that he is not in his right place, he 
hath no long time to abide with such wretched people ; 
and that if he can but make some shift for a time, till he 
came to his own country and place of abode, there he 
should have his friends about him, money and all things 
necessary to supply his want and necessities. The same 
is our case. Why should any of us grieve and be trou- 
bled at the world's discourtesies, at the reproaches and 
wrongs that are put upon us by the world and worldly 
men ; for (have we but so much faith as to believe it) 
we have an heavenly home, and an eternal life by Christ 
prepared for us, at the which, when we once arrive, we 
shall be sure to meet with friends, even God, his blessed 
saints aad angels, who will honour us ; riches and treas- 
22 
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ures inestimable, that will store us ; joy and glory nn* 
speakable, that will evermore refresh us. 



TO REGULATE OXJR WILLS BY GOD'S WILL. 

IF a man lay a crooked stick upon a level ground, the 
stick and ground ill suit together, but the fault is 
.in the stick ; and in such a case, a man must not strive 
to bring the even ground to the crooked stick, but bow 
the crooked stick even with the ground. So is it be- 
tween God's will and ours, there is a discrepancy and 
jarring betwixt them ; but where is the fault, or rather, 
where is it not ? Not in the will of God, but in our 
crooked and corrupt affections, in which case we must 
not, like Balaam, seek to bring God's will to ours, but 
•be contented to rectify and order the crookedness of 
our wills, by the rectituiie and sanctity of the will of 
God, which must be the ruler and moderator of our 
wills ; for which cause we are to cry out with David, 
Teach me, O Lord, to do thy will, and with the whole 
Church of God, in that pattern of wholesome words. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven ; never for- 
getting that too of Christ Jesus himself, in the midst 
of his agony and bloody sweat. Father, not my will, 
but thine be done. Luke xxii. 42. 



THE CHRISTIAN RACE. 

ALEXANDER the Great, when he was invited to run a 
race amongst the common multitude, he gave them 
this answer, Wqtq I not the son of a King, I did not 
care what company I kept; but being the son of a 
Prince, I must employ myself in such company as is 
suitable to my birth and breeding. Thus stood he then 
upon the honour of his family, and would not disgrace 
his princely nature so far, as to be familiar amongst the 
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vulgar rabble. And thus must every one of us do ; we 
have each of us a race to run, for so the ways of Chris- 
tianity are called ; we are as Alexander was, kings and 
princes in all lands. Now so it is that sin, as a vaga- 
bond and loose companion, would seek to converse with 
us. The devil's aim is that we should mix ourselves 
with such lusts and such sins as he presents unto us ; 
lust would have our hearts, and sin would have our 
affections, both of them strive to be familiar with us ; 
but let us answer them from a noble and generous mind 
as Alexander did; that we will not so abase and dis- 
honour ourselves, as to mix or join ourselves with the 
base and common things of this world, but stand upon 
the honour of our spiritual birth, iind do nothing that 
may any w;ay be dishonourable to the excellency of our 
high calling in Christ Jesus. 



ACTION, THE VERY LIFE OF THE SOUL. 

WHILST the stream keeps running, it keeps clear; 
but if it comes once to a standing water, then it 
breeds toads and frogs, and all manner of filth. The 
keys that men keep in their pockets, and use every day, 
wax brighter and brighter ; but if they be laid aside, 
and hang by the walls, they soon grow rusty. Thus it 
is that action is the very life of the soul ; whilst we keep 
going and running in the ways of God's commandments, 
we keep clear and free from the world's pollutions, but 
if we once flag m our diligence and stand 4Btill, oh, what 
a puddle of sin will the heart be ? How rusty and useless 
will the graces grow? How unserviceable for God's 
worship, how unfit for man's, by reason of the many 
spiritual diseases that will invade the soul ? Just like 
scholars that are for the most part given to a sedentary 
life, whose bodies are more exposed to ill humours than 
any otters ; whereas they whose livelihoods lie in a 
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handicraft trade, are always in motion and stirring, so 
that the motion expels the ill humours that they cannot 
seize upon the body : so in the soul, the less that any 
man acts in the matter of its concernment, the more 
spiritual diseases and infirmities will grow in it; whereas 
the more active and industrious men are, the less power 
will ill distempers have upon them. 

THE REPENTANT SINNERS' ENCOURAGEMENT. 

IT is very observable in the genealogy of Christ, that 
there are but four women mentioned (it being not 
usual to mention any) and the blessed Spirit of God 
sets a mark of infamy upon them all ; the first is, Tamar 
(Matt. i. 3), who was an incestuous woman (Gen. xxxviii. 
24) ; the second is Rahab (verse 5), who was an harlot 
(Heb. xi. 31) ; the third is Ruth (verse 5), who came of 
Moab, the son of Levi by incest, begotten of his own 
daughter (Gen. xix. 37) ; the fourth is Bathsheba (ver. 6), 
who was guilty of adultery. And why was this so done, 
but for the comfort of the most infamous sinners to come 
unto Christ, and to take notice for their better encour- 
agement, that though they have been above measure 
sinful, yet, by their conversion to God, and aversion 
from sin by a serious and hearty repentance, all infamy 
of their former ways is quite taken away, and their 
names entered in the book of life and eternal salvation. 

THE PROSPERITY OF THE WICKED NOT TO BE ENVIED. 

WOULD it not be accounted folly in a man, that is heir 
to many thousands per annum, that he should 
envy a stage-player clothed in the habit of a king, and 
yet not heir to one foot of land ? Who, though he have 
the fonii, respect, and apparel of a king or nobleman, 
yet he is at the same time a very beggar, and worth 
nothing. Thus wicked men, though they are arrayed 
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gorgeously, and fare deliciously, wanting nothing, and 
having more than heart can wish, yet they are but only 
possessors, the godly Christian is the heir. What good 
doth all their prosperity do them ? It doth but hasten 
their ruin, not their reward. The ox that is the labour- 
ing ox, is longer lived than the ox that is put into the 
pasture, the very putting of him there doth but hasten 
his slaughter; and when God puts wicked men into fat 
pastures, into places of honour and power, it is but to 
.hasten their ruin. Let no man therefore fret himself 
because of evil doers, nor be envious at the prosperity 
of the wicked ; for the candle of the wicked shall be 
put out into everlasting darkness, they shall soon be 
3ut ofl^ and wither as a green herb. 

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GODLY AND WICKED MEN IN 
THE HATRED OF SIN. 

AS it is with two children, the one forbears to touch 
a coal because it will black and smut his hand ; 
the other will not by any means be brought to handle 
it, because he perceives it to be a fire-coal, and will burn 
his fingers. Thus all wicked and ungodly men will* not 
touch sin because it will burn ; they maybe, and are often 
troubled for sin, but their disquietness for it ariseth 
more from the evil of punishment, the effect of sin, than 
from the evil that is in the nature of sin : they are trou- 
bled for sin, but it is because sin doth destroy the soul, 
and not because sin doth defile the soul ; because God 
pursueth sin, not because he hates sin ; more because it 
is against God's justice that is provoked, than because 
it is against the holiness of God, which is dishonoured ; 
because God threatens sin, not because God doth forbid 
sin ; because of the hell for sin, not because of the hell 
in sin. But now, on the other side, all good and godly 
men hate and loathe sin, because it is of a smutting and 
defiling nature, because it is against the nature of God, 
22* 
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because God loathes and hates it, more because it is 
against God's command, than because God doth punish, 
it; not because of the damning power of sin, but be- 
cause of the defiling power of §in. 



CONSCIENCE IS HARDENED BY CONTINUANCE IN SIN. 

LOOK but upon a youth when he comes first to be an 
apprentice to some artificer or handicraft trade, 
his hand is tender, and no sooner is he set to work than 
it blisters, so he is much pained thereby ; but when he 
hath continued some time at work, then his hand hardens, 
and he goes on without any grievance at all. It is just 
thus with a sinner, before he is accustomed to an evil 
way, — conscience is tender and full of remorse ; but a 
continued custom, and making a trade of sin, makes the 
conscience to be hard and brawny, able to feel nothing. 
As it is in a smith's forge, a dog that comes newly in, 
cannot endure the fiery sparks to fly about his ears, but 
being once used to it, he sleeps securely : So let wicked 
men be long used to the devil's work-house, to be slaves 
and vassals to sin, the sparks of hell-fire may fly about 
them, and the fire of hell flash upon their souls, yet never 
trouble them, never disturb them at all ; and all this 
ariseth from a continued custom -in the course of evil. 



BETTER TO SUFFER FOR SIN IN THIS WORLD THAN THE NEXT. 

IT is well known that if a landlord take a great fine at 
the first coming into the house, he doth take the less 
rent for the future. Thus as landlords deal with their 
tenants, so God with his people : He puts them to a 
great fine at the first. He makes sin cost them many a 
tear, many a night's trouble, many a day's disquiet, 
many a sigh, many a groan in the spirit ; but here is the 
comfort, the greater the fine the lesser the yearly rent ; 
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the more a man is troubled for sin at the present, the 
less fear and perplexity shall be his portion hereafter, 
for he shall have the joy and comfort of believing, he 
shall have the more perfect peace at his death, so that 
when he comes to die, he shall have little else to do but 
to lie down and die, committing his soul into the hands 
of a foithful Creator and Redeemer 



THE SIGHT OF ONE BESETTING SIN MAKES WAY TO A PULL 
VIEW OF ALL SIN. 

WHEN Christ went about to bring the woman of Sama- 
ria to remorse and sorrow for sin. He singled out 
one sin amongst all the rest, and told her. Thou art an 
harlot; and the Scripture gives us this hint. That the 
singling out of that one sin so far opened her eyes, that 
she saw all other sins, whereupon she said: Lo, behold 
the man that hath told me all that ever I did, and yet 
Christ told her only of her adultery. So let every one 
of us take notice, that the singling out of one beloved 
sin makes way to the full sight of all sin ; let us examine, 
then, what is that Delilah, that darling sin that we play 
withal, and hug so much in our bosoms ; single but out 
that, and the coast will be so clear, the mists and fogs 
of darkness will be so much expelled, that we shall have 
a distinct view of all the sins that ever we committed ; 
not a general and confused apprehension of sin, which 
only brings in a general humiliation of sin, and hath, 
without the great mercy of God, been the undoing of 
many a precious soul for ever. 



ASSURED CHRISTIANS MUST BE PATIENT CHRISTIANS. 

IT is mentioned, that in the time of that Marian perse- 
cution, there was a woman, who being convened 
before Bonner (then Bishop of London), upon the trial of 
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religion, he threatened her that he would take away her 
husband from her, saith she, Christ is my husband; I 
will take away thy child, Christ, saith she, is better to 
me than ten sons ; I will strip thee, saith he, of all thy 
outward comforts ; Yea, but Christ is mine, saith she, 
and you cannot strip me of him : the thoughts of this 
bore up the woman's heart: spoil her of all, and take 
away all, yet Christ was hers, and Him they could not 
take away. Thus when the soul lives in the assurance of 
God's love, and of its calling to grace and glory, it cannot 
but make a man very patient, to endure with cheerful- 
ness whatsoever of opposition he shall meet with here 
below. There- is a remarkable phrase in that of the pro- 
phet, — The inhabitants of Sion shall not say, I am sick, 
the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their 
iniquity : a strange passage ! He doth not say. They were 
not sick, but the text saith. They should not say so ; and 
what 's the reason ? Why should the people forget their 
sorrows, and not remember their pains ? This was it that 
did it, the Lord hath iforgiven them their iniquities ; the 
sense of pardon took away the sense of pain ; and thus 
should all of us walk to show that trouble cannot daunt 
us, nor any way startle us, but as assured Christians to 
be patient under all suffering whatsoever. 



WORLDLY-MINDEDNESS A GREAT HINDEANCB TO SPIRITUAL- 
MINDEDNESS. 

WHAT the astronomers say of the eclipse of the sun, 
that it is occasioned by the intervening of the 
moon between the sun and dur sight, is true in this ease 
if the world get between Christ, the Sun of Righteous- 
ness, and our sight, it will darken our sight of Jesus 
Christ, and bring eclipses upon our comforts and graces : 
again, those men that dig deep into the bowels of the 
earth, they are ofttimes choked and stifled by damps 
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that come from the earth. So it is with Christians, those 
that will be ever poring and digging about the things 
of this world, it is a thousand to one, that if from worldly 
things a damp doth not arise to smother their comforts, 
and quench their graces. Lastly, a candle, though it 
may shine to the view of all, yet put it under ground, 
and (though there be not the least puff of wind) the 
very damp will stifle the light of the flame ; and so it 
is that men may shine like candles in their comforts, 
yet bring them but under the earth, and a clod of that 
will stifle their candle, will damp their spiritual com- 
forts, and bereave them of those joys that are in them- 
selves unspeakable. 



ASSURANCE OF SALVATION OBTAINABLE. 

IT is reported of one Mrs. Honeywood, a famous pro- 
fessor of God's truth, and one that for many years 
together lay under the burden of a wounded spirit, and 
was milch troubled in mind for the w^ant of her assurance 
as to the matter of salvation. At length there came a 
minister to her, who endeavoured to settle her hopes and 
comforts in Jesus Christ, and urging promises of the 
Gospel unto her ; she took it with a kind of indignation 
and anger, that he should offer to present any promises 
to her, to whom (as she thought) they did not belong ; 
and having a Venice glass in her hand, she held it up, 
and said : Speak to me no more of salvation, for 1 shall 
as surely be damned, as this poor brittle glass shall be 
broke against the wall, throwing it with all her force to 
break it ; but it so pleased God, that by a miraculous 
providence, the glass was preserved whole ; the minister 
seeing this, made a happy use of the accident, took up 
the glass, and said unto her: Behold, God must work a 
miracle for you before you will believe ; and from that 
day (saith the story) she was a woman very strong in the 
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assurance of God's love and favour. Thus did God in- 
dulge the infirmity of his poor despairing servant at that 
time ; and rather than that any of his people, now or 
hereafter, shall live or die without assurance of their 
salvation, he yrill work it even by a miracle, or some 
unusual extraordinary way to them altogether unknown. 



GRACE IN THE BELIEVER'S HEART SOMETIMES OBSCURED. 

AS the air is sometimes clear, and sometimes cloudy ; 
the sea sometimes ebbing, sometimes flowing; 
ebbing in our comforts, as well as flowing in our graces ; 
or, a6 the trees of the field, sometimes flowering, green, 
and growing ; another time naked, withered, and as it 
were even dead ; so are all Christians in the feeling of 
their graces, their apprehension of graces is subject to 
much change, though their graces be not so, for grace 
in itself is certain and unchangeable ; all the devils of 
hell cannot pluck one believer out of God's hand : those 
whom thou hast given me I will keep (saith Christ) and 
none shall take them from me ; the foundation of God 
stands sure, though bur knowledge, that we build upon 
that foundation, be not sure to us : the Lord knoweth 
who are His, though we do not ; and hence is it, that 
though grace itself be an unshaken foundation, yet our 
feeling of grace is not so, but subject to many altera- 
tions and changes. 

THE GREAT DANGER OF A FALSE HOPE. 

AS a man that is in a pleasant sleep^ dreams that he 
is a king, hath loyal and obedient subjects about 
him, a large revenue, with a treasury full of gold and 
silver, yet when he awakes, behold the man is a very 
beggar, and hath nothing : just such is a man that takes 
up a false persuasion of his effectual calling, when (God 
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knows) he is not called at all : or like a man that is 
asleep upon the mast of a ship, he is in a golden dream, 
and his thoughts are all upon kingdoms, and thousands 
which he seemeth to have already in possession ; but 
happily, or rather unhappily, in that very moment 
wherein he solaceth himself in his imaginary happi- 
ness, a storm ariseth, the ship is in danger to be over- 
whelmed, and the man is tumbled into the sea, and so 
drowned : Thus it is with many men and women, they 
nourish golden dreams, and have very strong hopes, 
that heaven is theirs, and Christ is theirs, when, alas, 
they do extremely befool themselves, being all this while 
upon the very brink* of hell, and so are tumbled in be- 
fore they be aware. 



PRESUMPTUOUS SINS GREATLY PROVOEIB GOD. 

AS it is with a friend, if you give him a blow at per- 
adventure, or strike him by chance, though he may 
be very angry, and take it ill at the first, yet when he 
shall understand that it was done against your will, he 
is soon pacified; but if he perceive that you plot and 
contrive his death, that makes him look about him, and 
resolve that he will never come into your company any 
more : thus it is with the blessed Spirit of God, when he 
sees thee fall into sin unadvisedly and inconsiderately, 
he will not withdraw from thee for this ; but if he per- 
ceive that thou dost waylay him, dost deliberate and 
contrive sin, this highly provokes him, if not for ever, 
yet for a long departure from thee : hence it is, that a 
deliberate will to sin without the act, is more sinful than 
the act of sin without a deliberate will; as in the case of 
St. Peter, that man does worse who purposeth to deny 
Christ, though he never do it, than St. Peter that did 
actually deny Christy and never intended it ; let every 
man, therefore, look to his purposes and deliberations; 
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for if he sin deliberately and advisedly, the Holy Ghost 
is highly provoked, and he is upon the very next step 
to the sin of those, against whom the prophet prays, 
Lord, be not merciful to those that sin maliciously. 



THE REGENERATE AND UNREGENERATE MAN. 

WICKED men (says one) partake of the spirit, as cooks 
do of the meat they dress, they taste as much only 
as will relish their palates, but do not eat so much as 
will satisfy them, whereby nature may be strengthened 
and refreshed; but the regenerate are as the invited- 
guests, and they not only taste the meat prepared, but 
also make a full meal thereof: wicked men, they have 
but a taste only; they are just like men going by an 
apothecary's shop, they may smell the sweet scents of 
his pots, but it is the sick patient that gets benefit by 
his cordials: thus it is with the wicked, God may and 
doth give them tastes of his Spirit, but they have not so 
much as will do their souls good thereby ; it is only the 
godly that have the saving participations of grace here, 
and shall be sure of the fulness of glory hereafter. 



OUR NATURAL CORRUPTION OFTEN LEFT TO KEEP US HUMBLE. 

&0D hath SO ordered it in nature, that creatures of the 
greatest excellency should have some manifest 
deformity, whether it be in birds or beasts ; among birds, 
the peacock, a bird of the gayest feathers, yet it hath 
the foulest feet; the swan, abirdof the whitest feathers, 
yet of the blackest skin ; the eagle, a bird of the quickest 
sight, and of the highest flight, yet the most ravenous 
among birds ; and among beasts, the lion, the goodliest 
of all the woods, yet the most fierce and cruel: thus God 
hath ordered it even amongst the creatures irrational ; 
and thus it is with his own people in respect of grace, 
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though they have many excellent endowments and gifts, 
yet he suffers some corruptions of nature in them, to 
humble them ; «o that humility, the best of graces, comes 
from the worst root, our sin ; and pride,the worst of sins, 
comes from the best root, our grace, which caused that 
saying of Mr. Fox, the martyrologist, That his graces 
hurt him more than his sins, meaning, that many times 
he was proud oYhis gifts, but humbled by reason of his 
sins and natural infirmities. 



GOD'S REVEALED WORD AND NOT HIS SECRET DECREES TO 
BE OUR STUDY. 

■j"T was a good saying of Mr. Bradford, that famous 
± martyr of Christ Jesus : That a man should not go 
to the university of predestination until he were well 
grounded in the grammar-school of obedience and re- 
pentance , and most sure it is, that we are not to consult 
with God's secret decrees, but with his revealed word ; 
secret things belong to the Lord our God, but revealed 
things to us and our children for ever. Deut. xxix. 29. 
We are not to look to the decrees of God, and upon 
them either do, or not do, our duty; but we are to look 
to his revealed will, which bids us to be conversant in 
holy duties of religion and godliness ; we are not to search 
the secret records of heaven, but the revealed will of 
God, which is able to make us wise to salvation. 



FORMER MERCIES A SOURCE OF CONSOLATION UNDER 
PRESENT AFFLICTIONS. 

rBRB is a story of a man, aged fifty years, or there- 
abouts, who lived forty-eight of that time, and never 
knew what sickness was ; but so it was, that all the last 
two years of his life he was sickly, and impatient under 
it; yet at last he reasoned the case thus with himself: 
23 
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The Lord might have given me forty-eight years of sick- 
ness and but two years of health, yet he hath done the 
contrary, I will therefore rather admire the mercy of 
God in giving me so long a time of health, than repine 
and mormnr at him for giving me so short a time of sick- 
ness : and thus must all of ns consider, that we have had 
more merpies in our life to cheer us up, than we have 
had crosses to discomfort us ; what though the Lord doth 
now visit ns with sickness, we have had more y^ars of 
health than we have had of sickness: what though this 
or that comfort be taken from ns, yet we have a great 
many more left us still : hence is tiiat advice of the wise 
man. In the days of adversity, consider: what must we 
consider ? That God hath set the on'e against the other 
(that is), though we are in afflictions now, yet he hath 
given ns mercies heretofore, and, it may be, will give ns 
prosperity again ; h6 hath balanced our present afflic- 
tions with former mercies, so that if we should set the 
mercies we have enjoyed, against the present afflictions 
we suffer, we should soon find the tale of our mercies 
to exceed the number of sufferings, be they of what 
nature or quality soever imaginable. 



THE LOSS OF WORLDLY ENJOYMENT NOt TO BE EXCESSIVELY . 
MOURNED. 

IT is related of a minister of God's word, that visiting 
a neighbour (whose child lay a dying) he endeav- 
oured to comfort her ; but she being much grieved and 
dejected with sorrow, would by no means be comforted. 
The minister said unto her, Woman, why do you sorrow 
so much ? pacify yourself: if your child should live, it 
may be so that God might make it a scourge and vexa- 
tion to you, by taking wicked and sinful courses. She, 
answered that she did not' care, if her child did recover, 
though he were hanged afterward. This son of hers did 
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recover, and was afterwards executed for some villauy 
committed. Now let any one judge, whether it had not 
been a greater mercy, and a thousand times better for 
her, to have seen him buried before her, than that he 
should have come to such an unhappy end. Thus it is, 
that that comfort, which any of us all shall so exces- 
sively mourn for 'the want of it, may be would have 
proved a greater cross and trouble, should but God have 
continued it still unto us ; whether it be the loss of life 
or estate, of a loving wife, or an only son, as it was in 
Rachel's case (Gen. xxxv.) ; and in David's, that if God 
had given him the life of his child, it would have been 
but a living monument of his shame, and all that knew 
the child might have said, Yonder goes David's bastard r 
the consideration whereof should allay and take off the 
edge of all excess of sorrow, for the loss of any temporal 
comfort, any worldly enjoyment whatsoever. 



HOW TO BECOME POSSESSORS OP TRUE RICHES. 

POSSESSIONS and riches of this world, are like a rose 
in a man's hand ; if he use it gently, it will preserve 
its savour, and its scent, and colour, a great while j but 
if he crush it, and handle it roughly, it loseth both its 
colour and its sweetness: thus if a rich man use and 
employ his wealth well, he will possess it the longer ; 
but if he set his heart too much upon it, he will quickly 
lose it ; he may possess it, but by no means must he let 
his wealth possess him ; if riches increase, he must not 
set his heart upon them ; his eye, or hand, or tongue 
may be upon them, but not his heart ; his money must 
come no nearer his heart than his hands ; hence was 
that saying of the heathen, I may lend myself, but I 
will not give myself to my wealth ; and so must all of 
us do, if ever we intend to become true possessors of 
worldly riches and endowments. 



256 BIBLE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

ALL WORLDLY COMFORTS TEANSITORT. 

IT was a custom in Rome, that when the emperor went 
by upon some grand day in all his imperial pomp, 
there was an officer appointed to bum flax before him, 
crying out : Sie trangiUgloria mundiy which was purposely 
done to put him in mind that all his honour and grandeur 
should soon vanish and pass away, like the nimble smoke 
raised from that burning flax* And it was a good medi- 
tation that one had, standing by a river side, says he : 
The water which I* see now runs away, and I see it no 
more ; and the comforts of this world are like this run- 
ning water, still gliding and running away from us : so, 
juost true it is, that all men, and such as do most indulge 
themselves with those bitter sweets that the world 
doth, or can present, they are but like smoke, that soon 
vanisheth away, transitory, either ebbing or flowing, 
never at any certain, but fleeting and fading, coming to 
us with sparrows' wings, slowly and with much difficulty ; 
but flying away with eagles' wings, hardly discoverable* 
which way, or how they took their flight on such a 
sudden. It must therefore be our care so to use this 
world as if we used it not, for the foshion of it passeth 
away ; and seeing we cannot enjoy the comforts thereof 
any long time, let us use them well to God's glory that 
gave them, and not abuse them to our own prejudice. 

HOW THE COMFORTS OF THIS LIFS MAT BE ABUSED. 

IT is a good observation that is made upon that place of 
Job xxxviii. 22, where Gk)d thus challengeth Job, 
Hast thou entered into the treasures of snow, or hast 
thou seen the treasures of the hail ? Where the obser- 
vator noteth out, that all the comforts of this world are 
but like the treasures of snow ; do but take a handful of 
snow, and crush it in your hands, it will melt away 
presently ; but if you let it lie upon the ground, it wiU 
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continue for some time : and so it is with the things of 
this world, if you take the comforts of this life in your 
hands, and lay them too near your hearts in affection 
and love to them, they will quickly melt and vanish 
away from you ; but if you leave them in their proper 
place, and do not set an inordinate afiection upon them, 
they will continue the longer with you ; as if you should 
liije a garment with linen, it would do very well, but if 
you line it with pitch or glue, that will stick fest to the 
body, and in all likelihoo^l, spoil both the garment and 
the man that wears it ; so when the world is glued to 
your hearts, it spoils the comforts of all the mercies 
that you enjoy ; and so it may be said, that the other- 
wise lawful use of them is abused, when they are either 
used too affectionately in making gods of them, or being 
too eagerly bent in the gaining of them. 



THE THINGS OF THIS WORLD VAIN AND UNCERTAIN. 

IT is an observable note, that a learned man hath upon 
the names of the two first men that ever wfere born 
into the world, Cain and Abel, whence, saith he, we 
may learn a very good lesson, and that from the very 
interpretation of their names ; Cain signifies possession, 
and Abel, vanity, to shew that Adam and Eve, who had 
all the world before them, did see nothing but vanity 
in all their possessions : and it were well, if the sons 
and daughters of Adam, that have a great deal less of 
the world than Adam had, would not set their hearts 
so much upon the vanities and uncertainties thereof, 
being such as perish with the using, such as are gone 
before we have almost any hold of them ; like a flock 
of birds, that no man can say they are his own, though 
they sit in his yard ; so vain, uncertain, flitting, fading, 
are all the things, all the comforts of this world, be 
they whatsoever they are. 
23* 
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TRUE SAVING FAITH. 

A s a dim dazzling eye, that looked on the brazen siei- 
11. pent in the wildemesB, was of more avail to a poor 
Israelite (when stung with a fiery serpent), than any use 
that could possibly be made of all his other members ; 
little could the swiftness of his feet, strength of body, 
nimbleness of hands, volubility of tongue, quickness of 
the ear, or anything else have prevailed, had there not 
been an eye to have looked on it : so without faith, wc 
lie dead in sins and trespasses, and cannot but perish of 
the mortal stings which Satan hath blistered us withal : 
So that had we perfect repentance, sound knowledge, 
and sincere love, nqt one of them, nor all of them to- 
gether,- could possibly cure us, if there were not faith 
to apprehend Christ for our satisfaction, and a propitia- 
tion for all our sins: it is only faith in Christ, a true 
faith (though weak and dim-sighted) that looking up to 
the typified serpent, Christ Jesus, can cure our wounded 
sin-sick souls, and make us here to live unto God, and 
hereafter in all happiness with him. 



THE HYPOCRITE A SELP-DECEIVER. 

IT is said of ZeuxisandParrhasius, that the one deceived 
his fellow-painter with the picture of a sheet, and 
the other deceived birds with his counterfeit grapes : 
thus the hypocrite, whose devotion is like a shadow, 
something in show, but nothing at all in substance, de- 
ceives himself with a sheet, or shadow of holiness, think- 
ing that to be current which is but counterfeit, and those 
to be true grapes, which are but mere pictures of grapes : 
and thus going about to seek the Lord with outward 
holiness, and external behaviour, not with internal purity 
and sanctity of the heart, he may well be said to offer 
sacrifice with Cain, and yet have no good zeal; fast with 
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Jezebel, and yet not leave his sins ; humble himself with 
Ahab, yet have no true repentance; lament with the 
tears of Esau,, yet not be sorry for his sins; Jdss Christ 
with Judas, yet have no love in his heart;. pray with 
the Pharisee, yet have no devotion ; present an oblation 
with Ananias, yet keep the. best part from GU>d, which 
is his heart ; and thus after all his seeking, find God in 
justice to condemn him, not in mercy to save him. 



THE WICKED TRV TO HIDE THEIR SINS UNDER SPECIOUS 
PRETENCES. 

As when Adam had tasted of the forbidden fruit, he 
espied his own nakedness, poverty, and how that 
he was miserably fallen ; for remedy whereof, he went 
about to hide it with fig-leaves, and to shroud himself 
amongst the trees of the garden : so it is, that too many 
of Adam's sons now living, go about to cloak their sins 
with the fig-leaves of their foolish inventions, and to hide 
their treacherous designs in the thicket of their wicked 
imaginations, covering their vices with the cloak of 
virtue; and hence it comes to pass, that murder is j|f- 
counted manhood ; pride looked on as decency ; covet- 
ousness as frugality ; drunkenness as good fellowship, '&c. 



THE EXCELLENCY OP GODLY SORROW FOR SIN. 

As water that runs through mines, hath a tincture and 
touch of them ; or as a vessel that is seasoned with 
some exquisite liquor, will a long time after retain the 
scent, and smell of that which was poured into it : so 
sorrow that is for sin, meets with much in us, by which 
accidentally it becomes hurtful ; but as it is in itself, is, 
as all other graces, for the perfection of nature ; and so 
far from being an oppression of it, that, in the judgment 
of some wise men, it is not altogether improbable, but 
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that it* shall be in heaven ; for if our memories abide 
there to recollect the ways of this life, and our under- - 
standing and will be fully taken up in the sight and 
fruition of Qod, then it is to be considered that since a 
little sight and taste of God in the world do work sorrow 
for sin, whether an abundant sight and full taste will 
not also do it in heaven, when a man shall remember 
his sins against so good a God, whom he hath offended. 



THE SPIRITUAL AND WORLDLY-MINDED MAN CONTRASTED. 

IT is observable, that in the courts of kings and princes, 
. children and ruder people are much taken with 
pictures and rich shows, and feed their fancies with the 
sight of rich hangings, and fine things ; but the wise and 
grave statesman passeth by such things, as not worthy 
taking notice of, his business is with the king. Thus it 
is, that in this world most men stay in the out-rooms, 
and admire the low things of the world, and look upon 
them as pieces of much excellence ; but the spiritually- 
minded man, whose eye, desire, and ways are unto God, 
looketh over all these things that are here below, his 
business is with his God ; let them doat upon the world 
that are in love with it, whom hath he in heaven but 
God, and there is none upon earth that he desireth be- 
sides him. Psalm Ixxiii. 25. 



THE KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST ABOVE ALL HUMAN 
LEARNING. 

THEMISTOCLBS, though he was ignorant of music, yet 
knew he how to govern a state. And a believer, 
though he be ignorant of all other learning, yet by the 
knowledge of Christ only will be a blessed man, whereas 
all the learning in the world without this, will leave a 
man miserable. To know the whole creation, and to be 
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ignorant of the Creator ; to know all histories and an- 
fiquities, and to be unacquainted with our own hearts ; 
to be good logicians to other purposes, and in the mean- 
time to be cheated by Batan with paralogisms in the 
business of our own salvation ; to be powerful orators 
with men, and never to prevail with Gk)d; to know the 
constellations, motions, and influences of heavenly bo- 
dies, and have still unheavenly souls; to know exactly 
the laws of men, and be ignorant and rebellious against 
the laws of God ; to abound with worldly wisdom, and be 
destitute of the fear of God, which makes wise to salva- 
tion, is all but a better kind of refined misery ; the devils 
have much more than all these come to, and yet are 
damned. We must study therefore to improve our learn- 
ing unto the use and furtherance of holiness, to better 
our minds, to order our affections, to civilize our manners, 
to refoF»^our lives, to adorn and render our profession 
the more amiable, to consecrate all our other endow- 
ments as spoils unto Christ, t« lay our crowns at his feet, 
and make all other abilities and acquirements handmaids 
unto his glory. When learning is thus a servant unto 
godliness, godliness will be an honour unto learning. 



WE MUST FOLLOW THE THINGS THAT MAKE FOR PEACE. 

AS Christ is set forth in the Scripture to be a leader, 
a man of war, a captain, a lion of the tribe of 
Judah, the victorious tribe, so is he as a prince of peace 
too ; honoured at his birth with the style of Immanuel, 
a name of peace ; crowned in his baptism with a dove, 
the emblem of peace ; being in the building a corner- 
stone, the place of peace ; coming into the world with a 
song of peace ; going out of the world with a legacy of 
peace ; in one word a perfect Moses, the meekest man, 
and yet the mightiest warrior; a true David, a man 
much versed in battle, and yet made up all of love, 
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sending a sword in one place, and sheathing up a sword 
in another; careless of offending in case of piety, and 
tender of offending in case of liberty. Thus he, and 
thas his church too, Salem, a place of peace ; Jerusa- 
lem, a vision of peace, and yet therein a fort, and an 
Armoury for shields and bucklers. And such must all 
of us be, like Nehemiah's builders with a trowel in one 
hand, but a spear in the other hand ; to be at enmity 
with the vices, but at peace with the persons of all 
men ; to be sure to distinguish concerning persons, and 
concerning things ; as to compassionate the weak, but 
withstand the obstinate. And for things, though the 
heathen man spake truly Nihil minimum in reUgione^ yet 
we know our blessed Saviour distinguished between 
mint and cumin, and the great things of the law ; and the 
apostolical synod, between things necessary and unnec- 
essary ; and St. Paul between meats and 4rinks, and the 
kingdom of God, and at another time between the foun- 
dation and superstructures of religion : and this is the 
only right way to follow the things that make for peace. 



DIFFERENCE OF JUDGMENT HATH BEEN, AND EVER WILL BE, 
IN THE MINDS OP MEN. 

THERE was never any instrument so perfectly in tune, 
in which the next hand that touched it did not 
amend something : nor is there any judgment so strong 
and perspicacious, from which another will not in some 
things find ground of variance ; see we not in the ancient 
churches those great lights in their several ages at 
variance among themselves? Ireneus with Victor, 
Cyprian with Stephen, Jerome with Austin, Basil with 
Damasus, Chrysostome with Epiphanim, Cyril with 
Theodoret. Desired it may be, but hoped it cannot, 
that in the church of God there would be no noise of 
axes and hammers, no diflerence in judgments and con- 
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ceits ; for while there is corruption in our nature, nar- 
rowness in our faculties, sleepiness in our eyes, difficulty 
in our -profession, cunning in our enemies, hard things 
in the Scripture, and an envious man to malign us, 
there will still be men that will be differently minded. 
In this hard necessity, therefore, when the first evil 
cannot be easily avoided, our wisdom must be to pre- 
vent the second, that where there is not perfection, yet 
there maybe peace ; that dissensions of judgment break 
not forth into disunion of hearts, but that amidst the 
variety of our several conceits, we preserve still the 
unity of faith and love, by which only we are known 
to be Christ's disciples. 



THE JOYFUL COMING OF CHRIST JESUS IN THE FLESH. 

WHEN Solomon was made King, they did eat and drink 
with great gladness before the Lord. 1 Chron. 
xxix. 22. And at the solemn inaugurations of such 
kings and princes, the trumpets sound, the people shout, 
the conduits run Wine, honours are dispensed, gifts dis- 
tribqted, prisons opened, offenders pardoned, acts of 
grace published, nothing suffered to eclipse the beauty 
of such a festivity. Thus it was at the coming of Christ 
Jesus in the flesh, wise men of the east brought presents 
unto him, rejoicing with exceeding great joy. Matt. ii. 
10, 11. The glory of God shines on that day, and an 
heavenly host proclaim that joy. Luke ii. 9, 14. John 
the Baptist leapeth in the womb, Mary rejoiceth in God 
her Saviour, Zachary glorifieth God for the horn of sal- 
vation in the house of David ; Simeon and Hannah bless 
the Lord for the glory of Israel ; and after, when he came 
to Jerusalem, the whole multitude spread garments, 
strewed branclies, cried before him and behind' him, 
Hosanna to the son of David, Hosanna in the highest. 
Matt. xxi. 9. And the Psalmist prophesying long before 
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of it, 8ud : This is the day which the Lord hath made, 
we will rejoioe and be glad in it. Psidm cxviii. 24. 



HA&D IP BE DRAWN FBOM CUSTOM IN SIN. 

WATER may be easily dammed up, but no art or in- 
dustry can make it run backward in its own 
channel ; it was by a miracle that the river Jordan was 
driven back ; and it is very near, if not altogether a 
miracle, that a man accustomed to do evil should learn 
to do well ; that the tide of sin, which before did run so 
strong, should be so easily turned ; that the sinner who 
before was sailing hell-ward, and wanted neither wind 
nor tide to carry him, should now alter his course and 
tack about for heaven, this is a work indeed, and that a 
hard one too. To see the earthly man become heavenly ; 
to see a sinner move contrary to himself in the ways of 
Christ and holiness, is as strange as to see the earth fly 
upward, or the bowl run contrary to its own bias. 



THE USE AND ABUSE OF LEARNING. 

AS the juice of the same earth is sweet in the grape, 
but bitter in the wormwood, or as the same odour 
is a refreshment to the dove, but a poison to the scara- 
bseus; sb the same learning, qualified with charity, piety, , 
and meekness, may be admirably useful to edify the 
church; which with pride, contempt, and corrupt judg- 
ment, may be used unto harmful purposes. Nothing is 
more dangerous than wickedness in armour, as the phi- 
losopher says ; hence is it that Satan hath usually set 
on work the greatest wits in sowing errors in the church ; 
as Agrippina gave Claudius poison in his delicatest 
meat, or as thieves used to pursue their prey with the • 
swiftest horses, so the devil made choice of Licentius, 
a man of rare parts, but of a corrupt mind : wherein 
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Satan would fiEtil of his end, if men would make no other 
use of their gi&A and learning than to make them as 
engines and instruments for tiie more happy promoting 
oi piety and puf e religion. 



HOLINESS AN EXCELLENT THING. 

ALEXANDER coming with his army against Jerusalem, 
Jaddua the high priest went out of the city to 
meet him, adorned with his priestly robes, an upper 
garment of purple ^i^l^roidered with gold, and a golden 
plate on the fore3ide, wherein the name of God was 
written. The sight was so gr^^ve and 3olemn, that the 
Emperor fell to the ground, as reverencing the name 
that was thereon inscribed. Thus it is, that in holiness 
thfere is such a sparkling lustre, that whosoever behold 
it^ must needs be astonished at it; nay, even those that 
oppose it cannot but admire it; holiness is an excellent, 
thing, a beautiful thing; it carries a graceful majesty 
along with it, wheresoever or in whomsoever it is truly 
and sincerely possessed. 



MINISTERS OF CHRIST, THOUGH WEAK, NOT TO BE DESPISEl). 

As in a building, some bring stones, some tiipber, 
others mortar, and some perhaps bring only nails ; 
yet these are useful, these serve to fasten the work in the 
building. Thus the Church of God is a spiritual building, 
some ministers bring stones, aremore eminent and useful, 
others timber, others less, they have but a nail in the 
work, yet all serve for the good of the building ; the 
least star gives light, the least drop moistens, the least 
minister is no less than an angel, the least nail in the 
ministry serves for the fastening of souls unto Christ ; 
there is some use to be made even of the meanest men, 
the weakest minister may help to strengthen one's faith; 
24 



266 BIBLE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

thoagli all are not apoeties, all are not evangelists, aU 
have not tlie same dexterons abilities in the work,- yet 
all edify; and oftentimes so it cometh to pass, that God 
crowns his labours, and sends most fish into his net, 
who, though he may be less skilfid, is more faithfiil ; 
and though he have less of the brain, yet he may have 
more of the heart, and therefore not to be contemned; 



THE DANGER OF LITTLE SINS. 

TTTHAT is smaller than a grain of sand, yet when it 
VV comes to be multiplied, what is heavier than the 
sands of the sea ? A little sum multiplied riseth high ; 
so a little sin unrepented of will damn us, as one leak 
in the ship, if it be not well looked to, will drown us ; 
little sins, as the world calls them, but great sins against 
the majesty of God Almighty, who dotih accent and en- 
hance them if not repented of; one would think it no 
great matter to forget God, yet it hath an heavy doom 
attending on it^ Psalm 1. 22. The non-improvement 
of talents, the non-exercising of graces, the world looks 
upon as a small thing ; yet we read of him that hid his 
talent in the earth (Matt xxv. 25); he had not spent it^ 
only not trading it, is sentenced ; such and so great ia 
the danger of the least sin whatsoever. 

THE WORLDLING'S INORDINATE DESIRES. 

rB countryman in the -fable would needs stay till the 
river was all run away, and then go over dry-shod; 
but the river did run on still, and he was deceived in 
his expectation : such are the worldling's inordinate de- 
sires, the deceitful heart promiseth to see them run over 
and gone, when they are attained to such a measure ; 
and then they are stronger and wider, more impotent 
and iTnruly than before ; for a covetous heart grasps at 
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no less than the whole world, would fain be master of 
all, and dwell alone, like a wen in the body, which 
draws all to itself; let it never have so much, it will 
reach after more, add house to house, and field to field, 
till there be no more place to compass ; like a bladder, 
it swells wider and wider, the more of this empty world 
is put into it; so boundless, so endless, so inordinate 
are the corrupt desires of worldly-minded men. 



TO BEWARE OP MASKED SPECIOUS SINS. 

IT is said of Alcibiades, that he embroidered a curtain 
with lions and eagles, the most stately of beasts 
and birds, that he might the more closely hide the picture 
that was under, full of owls and satyrs, the most sadly 
remarkable of other creatures. Thus Satan embroiders 
the curtain with the image of virtue, that he may easily 
hide the foul picture of sin that is under it; sin, that in 
the eye of the world is looked on as grace, coloured and 
masqued over with zeal for God, good intentions, &c., 
such as hath a fine gloss put upon it, that it may be the 
more vendible, wherein the devil like the spider, first 
she weaves her web, and then hangs the fly in it; so he 
helps men to weave the web of sin with specious shows 
and religious pretences, and then he hangs them in the 
snare, and sets all their sins in order before them. 



NO TRUE HAPPINESS TO BE POUND ON EARTH. 

SOLOMON having made a critical inquiry after the ex- 
cellency of all creature comforts, gives this in, as 
the ultimate extraction from them all, Vanity of vanities, 
all is vanity. And have not all of us great experience 
how loose the world hangs about us? Kyou go to the 
creature to make you happy, the earth will tell you that 
happiness grows not in the furrows of the field; the sea. 
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that it is not in the treaeares of the de^ ; cattle will 
eay. It \% not on our backs ; crowns will say, It is too 
precious a gem to be found in us ; we can adorn the head, 
but we cannot satisfy the heart. It is true, that these 
worldly earthly tilings can benefit the outward and Ihe 
natural man ; but to look for peace of conscience, joy in 
the Holy Ghost, inward and durable comfort in Miything 
which the world affords, is to seek for treaaure in a coal- 
pit, a thing altogether improbable to be found there. 

THE EXCELLENCY OF FAITH. 

TAKE .a piece of wax, and a piece of gold of ihe same 
magnitude, the wax is not valuable with the gold; 
but as this wax hangs at the label of some will, by virtue 
of which some great estate is confirmed and conveyed, 
so it may be worth many hundred pounds. 80 faith 
considered purely in itself, doth challenge nothing more 
than other graces, nay, in some sense it is inferior, it 
being an empty hand ; but as this hand receive® the 
precious alms of Christ's merits, and is an instrument or 
channel through which the blessed streams of life flow 
to us from him, so it doth challenge -a superiority over, 
and is more excellent than all other graces whatsoever. 



MEN LIVING AS IF THEY HAD NO SOULS TO SAVE. 

SOCRATES in his time wondered when he observed stat- 
uaries, how careful they were, and how industrious* 
to make stones like men, and men in the meantime turn- 
ing themsdves into very blocks and stones. The case 
is ours ; men walk not as men that have souls to be saved, 
many walk as if they had nothing but bellies to fill, and 
backs to clothe, fancies to be tickled with vanity, eyes 
and ears to look after pleasure, brains to entertain empty 
notions, and tongues to utter them; as for their souls. 
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they Berve them to little other purpose, than as salt to 
keep their bodies from stinking. 



THE VANITY OF HONOUR AND GREATNESS. 

IT was foretold to Agrippina, Nero's mother, that her 
son should be emperor, and that he should after- 
wards kill his own mother; to which Agrippina replied. 
Let my son be so, and then let him kill me and spare not. 
So thirsty was she of honour. Alas, what -are swelling 
titles but as so many rattles to still men's ambitions ? 
And what is honour and greatness in the world ? Hon- 
our is like the meteor which lives in the air; so doth 
this in the breath of other men; it is like a gale of wind 
which carries the ship ; sometitnes this wind is down, 
a man hath lost his bonour, and lives to see himself 
entombed; sometimes this wind is too high; how many 
have been blown to hell, while they have been sailing 
with the wind of popular applause ; so that honour is 
but a glorious fancy. Acts xxv. 23. It doth not make 
a man really the better, but often the worse ; for a man 
swelled with honour (\^anting grace) is like a man in a 
dropsy, whose bigness is his disease. 



- PRESENT TIME TO BE WELL HUSBANDED. 

AS it is observed of the philosopher, that foreseeing a 
plentiful year of olives, he rented many olive- 
yards, and by that demonstrated that a learned man, if 
he would aim at worldly gain, could easily be a rich man 
too. It is noted as an excellent part of wisdom t.o know 
and manage time, to husband time and opportunity ; for 
as the Rabbi said, Every man hath his hour, and he who 
overslips that season, may never meet with the like again . 
The Scripture insists much upon a day of grace. 2 Cor. 
vi. 2 ; Heb. xii. 25. The Lord reckons the times which 
24* 
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pass over us, and puts them upon our account LukexiiL 
7; Rev. ii. 21, 22. Let us therefore improve 4;hem, and 
with the impotent persons at the pool of Bethesda, to 
step in when the angel stirs the water: now the church 
is afflicted, it is a season of prayer and learning. Micah 
vi. 9 ; Isaiah xxvi. 8, 9. Now the church is enlarged, 
it is a season of praise. Psalm cxviii, 2A. I am now at 
a sermon, I will hear what God will say ; now in the 
company of a learned and wise man, I will draw some 
knowledge and counsel from him; I am under a temi>- 
tation, now is a fit time to lean on the name of the Lord. 
Isaiah 1. 10. I am in a place of dignity and power, let 
me consider what it is that God requireth of me in such 
a time as this is. Esther iv. 14. And thus as the tree 
of life bringeth fruit every month (Rev. xxii. 2), so a 
wise Christian, as a wise husbandman, hath his distinct 
employments for every month, bringing forth his fruit 
in its season. Psalm i. 3. 



THE GREAT DIFFERENCE BETWIXT THE NATURAL AND 
SPIRITUAL LIFE. 

THE ordinary manna, which Israel gathered for their 
daily use, did presently corrupt, and breed worms ; 
but that which was laid up before the Lord, t^ie hidden 
manna in the tabernacle, did keep without putrefaction; 
so our life, which we have here, vu the. wilderness of this 
world, doth presently vanish, and corrupt ; but our life, 
which is kept in the tabernacle, our life, which is hid 
with Christ in Q^d, that never runs into death : natural 
life is like the river Jordan, empties itself into the Dead 
Sea; but spiritual life is like the waters of the sanctuary, 
which, being shallow at the first, grow deeper and deeper 
into a river, which cannot be passed through ; water 
continually springing, and running forward into eternal 
life ; so that the life, which we leave, is mortal, and 
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perishing, tod that which we go unto is durable, and 
abounding. John x. 10. 



THE VALUE OF A FAITHFUL FRIEND. 

THERE are some drugs which are very wholesome, but 
very bitter; good in the operation, but unkind in 
the palate, as the common saying is, Wholesome, but not 
toothsome : such are some fiiends in the world, real in 
their love, but morose in their expressions of it, that a 
man is almost afraid of their very kindnesses; but to 
meet with a man that shall be as full of sweetness as of 
fidelity, Whose love is not like that of a pill that must be 
wrapped in something else before a man can swallow it, 
but whose candour and sereneness make his love as 
amiable as useful to his friend ; so that he may very well 
be said to deserve the character given to one of the 
Roman emperors, Neminemunquamdimmttrutem; of such 
a disposition made up of love and sweetness, of such a 
halesome nature, that is all for healing and helpfulness. 



MEN SHOULD BE THANKFUL FOR THE SMALLEST MEASURE 
OF GRACE. 

AS soon as ever Moses with his army was through 
the sea, they strike up before they stir from the 
bank side, and acknowledge the wonderful appearance 
of God's power and mercy for them, though this was but 
one step in their way ; a howling wilderness presented 
itself linto them, and they not able to subsist a few days 
with all their provision, for all their great victory, yet 
Moses, he- will praise God for this handful of mercy; 
now this holy man knew how to keep credit with God 
so as to have more, was to keep touch, and pay down 
his praise for what was received. Thus it is with thee, 
O thou poor, weak, trembling Christian ; if thou wouldst 
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hare fuller commtinications of Divine strength, own God 
in what he hath already done for thee ; art tlion weak? 
bless Ood thou hast life ; dost thou through feebleness 
often &il in duty, and fall into temptation ? mourn in the 
sense of these : yet bless God that thou dost not lie in 
a total neglect of duty, out of a pro&ne contempt thereof 
and that instead of fialling ilirough weakness, thou ddst 
not lie in the mire of sin, through the wickedness of thj 
heart; art thou not of that strength of grace to run with 
the foremost, and hold pace with the tallest of ihj 
brethren, yet art thou thankful that thou hast any 
strength at all ? although it be but to cry after them, 
whom thou seest to outstrip thee in grace, this is worth 
Ihy thanks, though it be but a little strength of graee 
that Qod is pleased to afford thee* 



THE QOSPEL A SAVOUB OF LIFE UNTO LIFE, OB DSAXH UNTO 

DEATH. 

EVEN as it is with the proclamation of a prince, which 
he sendeth out to his rebellious subjects, wherein 
he maketh offer not only of pardon, but of grace and 
favour to those that will lay down their arms, and come 
in, showing themselves loyal and obedient; but on the 
other hand threateneth extremity of punishment to those 
that shall yet stand out. Now this proclamation, with 
the same breath, breatheth out both life and death; life 
to those who will hearken to it, (which is the main end 
and intent of proclaiming it), but death to those that 
oppose themselves against it. Even so it is with the 
evangelical proclamation, the preaching of the gospel, 
it reach eth our life and death after the same ihanner; 
life to penitent believers, who readily accept the offers 
of grace and mercy there tendered, but death to obstinate 
and rebellious sinners who reject them; to the one it is 
a savour of life unto life, to the other a savour of death 
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unto Jeath; to believers the "morning star, bringing 
light of grace here, and of glory hereaJfter;to^ others 
the evening star, leading to everlasting darkness ; not 
that it is so in itself, being in its own nature the word 
of life; but accidentally it becometh so to them through 
their unbelief and rejection of it. 



NO MAN FREE FROM TEMPTATIONS. 

A COUNTRYMAN riding with an unknown traveller 
(whom he conceived honest) over a dangerous 
plain, This place (said he), is infamous for robbery, but 
for my own part, though often riding over it early and 
late, I never saw anything worse than myself. In good 
time, replied the other, and presently demanded his 
purse, and robbed him. Thus it is, that no place, no 
company, no age, no person is temptation-free ; let no 
man boast that he was never tempted, let him not be 
high minded, but fear, for he may be surprised in that 
very instant wherein he boasteth that he was never 
tempted at all. 



THE SCRIPTURES TO BE THE RULE OF ALL OUR ACTIONS 

IT is written of Boleslaus, one of the kings of Poland, 
that he still carried about him the picture of his 
father, and when he was to do any great work, or set 
upon any design eirtraordinaiy, he would look on the 
picture, and. pray that he might do nothing unworthy 
of such a father's name. Thus it is that the Scriptures 
are the picture of God's will, and therein drawn out to 
the very life ; before a man enter upon, or engage him- 
self in any business whatsoever, let him look there, 
and read there what is to be done, what to be undone ; 
and what God commands, let that be done; what he 
forbids, let that be undone: let the balance of &e (sanc* 
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tuary weigh all, the ora&les of Gk)d decide all, the rule 
of God's word be the square of all, and his glory the 
ultimate of all intendments whatsoever. 



CHARITY REWARDED TO THE FULL. 

THERE is a story of a certwn godly and charitable 
bishop of Milan, who, journeying with his servant, 
was met by some poor people, who begged an alms of 
him. The bishop commanded his man to give them all 
the little money that he had, which was three crowns ; 
but his servant thinking to be a better husband for his 
master, gave them but two crowns, reserving the third 
for their expenses at night. Soon after, certain noblemen 
meeting the bishop, and knowing him to be a gOod man, 
and one that was liberal to the poor, commanded two 
hundred crowns to be delivered to the bishop's servant 
for his master's use ; the man having received the money, 
ran with great joy and told his master of it. Ah, said the 
bishop, what wrong hast thqu done to me and to thyself? 
for if thou hadst given those three crowns as I appointed 
thee, thou shouldest have received three hundred. And 
most true it is, that such open-handed and such open- 
. hearted Christians have more than once God's word of 
promise for such ample retribution ; bounty is said to be 
the most compendious way to plenty; neither is getting, 
but giving, the best way to thrift ; for in works of charity, 
our scattering is our increasing ;. no spending, but a 
lending; no laying out, but a laying up. Prov. xi. 24. 



GRACE AND GOODNESS TO BE HIGHLY ESTEEMED EVEN IN 
MEN OP THE LOWEST CONDITION. 

THERE is mention made of an ancient king, who made 
a great feast, and invited a conapany of poor people 
who were Christians, and he bade his nobles also; now 
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when the poor Christians were come, he had them up 
into the presence-chamber; but when the nobles came, 
he set them in the hall. Being thereupon demanded the 
reason, he answered: I do not this as I am their king 
here, for I respect you more than them ; but as I am king 
of another world I must needs honour these as God's 
dear children, and such (as though dejected .now) shall 
be kings and princes with me hereafter, and I would have 
you esteem them according to their worth, and shew 
it. And so, without all doubt, great is the worth of true 
Christians : a pearl upon a dunghill is worth stooping for, 
and a gracious man or woman (though outwardly clothed 
with rags) worth looking after. Sure it is, that God 
looks on them as his jewels, as a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people, his 
delight, his chosen ones, his dear children, and what 
not It much concerns us then to set a true value upon 
them, make a true estimate of them, and (as much as 
in us lieth) to be mindftil of them, comfort them, and 
willing on all occasions to do them good. 



SELF-SEEKERS REPROVED. 

IT is reported of one Cnidius, a skilful architect, who 
building a sumptuous house or watch-tower for the 
king of Egypt (to discover the dangerous rocks by night 
to the mariners), caused his own name to be engraven 
upon a stone in the wall in great letters, and afterwards 
covered it with lime and mortar, and upon the outside 
of that wrote the name of the king of Egypt in golden 
letters, as pretending that all was done for his honour 
and glory; but herein was his cunning, he very well 
knew that the dashing of the water would in a little 
time consume the plastering (as it did) and then his name 
and memory should abide and continue to after gener- 
atiojis. Thus th§re are many in this world, \^hQ, by 
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their outward discourse and carriage, pretend to seek 
only the glory of God, the good of his church, and the 
happiness of the state ; but if there were a window to 
look into their hearts, we should find nothing there 
written but self-love, self-interest, and self-seeking: 
many such would be found out, who instead of loving 
God to the contempt of themselves, love themselves to 
the contempt of God ; many who seek their owtt^ and 
not the things of Jesus Christ, or which is as bad^ if 
not worse, who seek their owti under the hypocritical 
pretence of seeking the things <tf Jesus Christ. 



THE FOLLT OF TRUSTINQ TO A LONG LIFE. 

IT fareth with most men's lives, as with the sand in a 
deceptive hour-glass ; look btlt tipon it in outward 
appearance, and it seemeth far more Aan it is, because 
rising up upon the sides, "whilst the sand is empty and 
hollow in the midst thereof, so that l^heh it sinks down 
in an instant, a quarter of an hotii* is gbne in a moment. 
Thus it is, that many men are mistaken in their own 
account, reckoning upon threescore and ten years, the 
age of a man, because their bodies appear strong and 
lusty. Alas, their health may be hollow, there may be 
some inward infirmity and imperfection unknown to 
them, so that death may surprise them on a sudden. 



CONSCIENCE SPOILS THE MIRTH OF THE WICKED. 

mHERB is a story of one who undertook in a few days to 
X make a fat sheep lean, and yet was to allow him a 
daily and large provision of meat, soft and easy lodgings 
with security from all danger,, that nothing should hurt 
him. This he effected by putting him into an iron cag^ 
and placing a ravenous wolf hard by in another, always 
howling, fighting, scenting, scratching to come at the 
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poor sheep^ which, affrighted with this sad sound and 
worse sight, had little joy to eat, less to sleep, whereby 
his flesh was suddenly abated: and thus it is that all 
wicked men have the terrors of an affrighted conscience 
constantly nqjt only barking at them, but biting them ; 
which spoils all their mirth, embitters their niost deli- 
cious pleasures with the sad consideration ci the sins 
they have committed, and punishment they must un- 
dergo, when in another world they shall be called td 
an account for what they have done here in the flesh. 



• SATAN'S SUBTILTY IN LAYING HIS TEMPTATI0N6. 

AN enemy before he besi^eth a city, surroundeth it 
at a distance to see where the wall is the weakest, 
best to be battered, lowest, easiest to be scaled, ditdi 
narrowest to be bridged, shallowest to be waded over; 
what place is not regularly fortified, where he may 
, approach with least danger, and assault with most ad- 
vantage: so Satan walketh about, surveying all the 
powers of our souls, where he may most probably lay 
his temptations, as whether our understandings are 
easier corrupted with error, or our fancies with levity, 
or our \yills with frowardness, or our affections with 
excess. 

THE BODY AND SOUL PUNISHED TOGETHER. 

IT is menti6ned of two travellers, that Walked together 
to the same city, whereof the one was wise, the 
other foolish ; and when they came where two ways met, 
the one broad and fair, the other strait and foul, the fool 
would needs go the broader way, but the wise man told 
him though the narrow way seemed foul, yet it was safe, 
and would bring them to a good lodgings and the other 
seeming fair was very dangerous, and brought them to 
25 
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a desperate inn : yet because the fool would not yield to 
any reason, but believed what he saw with his eyes rather 
than what he heard with his ears, the wise man for 
company's sake was contented to go the worse way, and 
being both robbed by thieves, detained in their company, 
and at last apprehended with the robbers, and carried 
before the magistrate, these two began to accuse one 
another, and each to excuse himself, * The wise man said 
he told his fellow the dangers of that broad way, and 
therefore he only was to be blamed, because he would 
not yield unto his counsel ; but the fool had so much wit 
to reply that he was a very silly creature, and knew 
neither the way nor the dangers of the way, and there- 
fore he was to be excused, and the wise man to be con- 
demned, because he would follow such a fool's counsel. 
Whereupon the judge, having heard them both, con- 
demned them both ; the fool, because he refused to follow 
the counsel of the wise ; and the wise man, because he 
would not forsake the fool's company. So it is that whetf 
the soul, which is the wise man, and doth know' the 
dangerous issues of the ways of death and sin, and the 
pleasant fruits of virtue and goodness, will notwithstand- 
ing follow the vain delights of foolish flesh, and walk in 
the paths of unrighteousness ; no marvel if the righteous 
Judge condemn both body and soul together.. 



THE BLESSINGS OF RICHES WITH A HEART TO USE THEM ARIGHT. 

IT is credibly reported of Mr. Thomas Sutton (the sole 
founder of that eminent hospital commonly known 
by his name), that he used often to repair into a private 
garden, where he poured forth his prayers unto God, 
and, amongst other passages, was frequently overheard 
to use this expression : Lord, thou hast given me a liberal 
and large estate, give me also a heart to make good use 
thereof; which at last was granted to him accordingly." 
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And thus (beyond all doubt) a great blessing it is for any 
man to have riches and a heart to use them aright, to be 
rich as well in grace as in gold, rich in good works as 
great in riches, not so much a treasurer as a steward, 
whose praise is more to lay out well than to have received 
much ; otherwise he may have riches, not goods, not 
blessings ; his burden would be greater tiian his estate, 
and he richer in sorrows tiian in metals. 



THE SIN AND DANGER OF SCOFFING AT RELIGION. 

WHEN Julian the Apostate had received his death- 
wound, he could not but confess that the fatal ar- 
row which shot him came from heaven, yet he confessed 
it in a phrase of scorn: "The day is thine, O Galilean," 
and no more; not as he should have said: Thou hast, 
accomplished thy purpose, O my Qod, O my Maker, O 
my Redeemer, but in a style of contempt. And thus 
it is that many who have used and accustomed their 
mouths to oaths and blasphemies all their lives, have 
made it their last syllable and their last gasp to swear 
they shall die. And others there are too that enlarge 
and ungird their wits in jesting at religion and good- 
ness ; but what becomes of it ? They pass away at last 
in negligence of all spiritual assistance, and scarcely find 
half a minute betwixt their last jest here in this life, 
and their everlasting earnest in that which is to come. 



PERFECT FREEDOM IN THE SERVICE OP GOD. 

AS a man that buyeth freehold land, though he pay 
dear for it, yet it is accounted cheaper, and a far 
better purchase, than if he had laid out his money upon 
that which is held by copy of court-rule. And why so ? 
Because it freeth him from many services and duties 
which copyhold lard is obliged unto, all which the lord 
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of the manor may jnstiy challenge according to custom. 
So it is that tite sendee of Ood is perfect i&eedom, and 
will free a man from all other services whatsoev^: so 
that, be but a tme servant of God, whosoever thon art, 
then art free indeed, free from the service of sin and 
Satan, and fiiee from all Aose domineering lusts that 
wonld &in be raling in thj mortal body; bnt, on the 
contrary, if thon be not a trae servant of Jesus Ohrtst, 
thon shidt be a slave to everything besides him. Either 
thy belly will be thy god, or thy gold will be thy god ; 
pleasures, profits, preferments, all that is besides God, 
will put in to make np a god; and tlien how many lords 
must that man needs have that hath not God for his 
lord and master? 



THE SXCBUSNCT OF BESOLUTION IK THB CAUSE OF GOD. 

EXCELLENT IS Hic story of St. BasU, who when the Enlt- 
peror sent to him to stibscribe to the Arian heresy, 
the messenger at first gave him good language, andprom- 
ised him great preferment if he would turn Arian ; to 
which Basil replied: Alas, tJiese speeches are fit to catch 
little children withal that look after such things, but we, 
that are nourished and taught by the Holy Scriptures, 
are readier to suffer a thousand deaths than to suffer one 
syllable or tittle of the Scriptures to be altered. The 
messenger offended wiA his boldness, told him he was 
mad ; he answered : I wish I were for ever thus mad. 
Here was a stout resolved Christian, that Luther-like 
opposed all the world of contradiction ; and such another 
was Kehemi&h, who met with so much oppositi(Hi, that 
had he not been stedied by a strong and obstinate resolu- 
tion, he could never have rebuilded the Temple,but wonld 
have sunk in the midst of it ; such a one was David, 
that would not be hindered frt)m fighting with Goliah, 
though he met with many discouragements. And it is 
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heartily to be wished that God would make us all such, 
t. e.j resolved Christians to put on Divine fortitude and 
Christian resolution, which, if we do, it will make us 
like a wall of brass to beat back all the arrows of strong 
persuasion that can be shot against us, like an armour 
of proof against all the Anakims and Zamzummins, 
Scyllas, and By reus, temptations on the right hand and 
on the left, like the angel that rolled away the stone 
from before the door 6f the sepulchre, it will enable us 
to remove the great mountains of opposition that lie in 
our way, or else to stride over them ; yea, like the bal- 
last of a ship, will keep u? steady in the cause of God 
and his church, who would otherwise be but like those 
mentioned by the apostle, inen of double minds, un- 
settled, and unstable in all their ways. 

ZEAL FOR THE HONotlR OF CHRIST AS THt) SON OF GOD. 

IN the days of Theodosius, the Arians through his con- 
nivance were grown very bold, ahd nof only had 
their meetings in Constantinople, the chief city of the 
empire, but would dispute their opinions, and no man 
could prevail with the Emperor to lay restraints upon 
them, because (saith the historian) * he thought nimis 
severum et inclemens esse. At length comes to Constanti- 
nople one Amphilochius, Bishop of Iconium, apoor town, 
an honest man, but no great politician for the world, who 
petitions the emperor to restrain the Arians, but in vain. 
Next time he comes to the court, finding the Emperoi* 
and his son Arcadius (whom he had lately created joint- 
emperor), standing together, he doth very low obeisance 
to the father, but none to the son, yet coming up close 
to him in a familiar manner stroketh him on the head, 
and saith : God save you, my child. The emperor taking 
this for a great affront, being full of rage, bids turn the 
man out of doors. As the officers were dragging him 
* Theodoret, lib. 5, cap. 18. 
25* 



282 BIBLE ILLUSTRATIONS, 

forth, he, turning to the Emperor, saith : Make an account, 
O Emperor, that thus, even thus, is the heavenly Father 
displeased with those that do not honour the Son equally 
witii the Father. Which the Emperor hearing, calls the 
Bishop back again, asks his forgiveness, presently makes 
a law against Arianism, forbids their meetings and dis- 
putations : Here was a blessed artifice, by which the 
zeal of this Emperor was suddenly turned into the right 
channel ; and he was taught by his tenderness over his 
own honour and the honour of his son, to be tender over 
the honour of God and his Son Christ Jesus. 



GOD'S OMNIPBBSENCB A MOTIVB TO CHRISTIAN CONFIDENCE. 

rERB is a story of that holy martyr of Jesus Christ, 
Bishop Latimer, that having in a sermon at court in 
Henry the Eighth's days much displeased the King, he 
was commanded next Sunday after to preach again and 
make his recantation. According to 'appointment he 
comes to preach, and prefaceth his sermon with a kind 
of dialogue in this manner : Hugh Latimer, dost thou 
know to whom thou art this day to speak ? To the high 
and mighty monarch, the King's most excellent majes^, 
&c., that can take away thy life if thou oflfend, therefore 
take heed how thou speak a word that may displease ; 
but as it were recalling himself, Hugh, Hugh (saith he), 
dost know from whence thou comest, upon whose mes- 
sage thou art sent, and who it is that is present with 
thee, and beholdeth all thy ways? Even the great and 
mighty God, who is able to cast both body and soul into 
hell for ever, therefore look about thee, and be sure that 
thou deliver thy message faithfully, &c., and so comes 
on to his sermon, and what he had delivered the day 
before, confirms and urges with more vebemency than 
ever. Sermon being done, the court was full of expec- 
tation what would be the issue of the matter. After 
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dinner the King calls for Latimer, and with a stem 
countenance asked him how he durst be so bold as to 
preach after that manner ; he answered, That duty to 
God and his Prince had enforced him thereunto, and 
now he had discharged his conscience and duly both in 
what he had spoken, his life was in his majesty's hands. 
Upon this the Xing rose from his seat, and taking the 
good man from off his knees, embraced him in his arms, 
saying. He blessed God that he had a man in his king- 
dom that durst deal so plainly and faithfully with him. 
Did but ail men, especially ministers, preachers of the 
Word, and such as are immediately employed by God, 
thus seriously take notice of his omnipresence, and 
continually remeniber how his eye is always upon them, 
O how diligent, how confident, how abundant, would 
it make them in the work of the Lord ! How faithful, 
how courageous, how unbiassed, how above the frowns 
and smiles of the greatest of the sons of men ! 



CONSIDERATIONS FOR PROFITABLE PREACHING. 

As the physician himself gives not health, but only 
gives some helps to bring the body into a fit tem- 
perament and disposition, so far as to help and strengthen 
nature, so the preacher cannot be said to give knowl- 
edge, but the helps and motives by which natural light 
being excited and helped, may get knowledge; and as 
he is the best physician that doth not oppress nature 
with a multitude of medicines, but pleasantly with a 
few doth help it for the recovery of health, so he is the 
best preacher, not that knoweth how to heap up many 
mediums and arguments to force the understanding, 
rather than to entice it by the sweetness of light; but 
that by the easy and graceful mediums which are within 
reach, or fitted to our light, doth lead men as by the 
hand unto the truth, in tiie beholding, or sight of which 
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truth only, knowledge doth consist, and not in nse of 
arguments : hence is it that arguments are called reasons 
by a name of relation to truth. And why so ? But be- 
cause they M*e a means for finding out of truth and 
discovery of error. 

CONSIDERATIOH OF A FUTURE JUDGMENT RESTRAINS FROM 

SIN. 

mHE passage in Scripture is well known how Nebu- 
JL chadnezzar erected a golden image with this terri- 
ble commination, That whosoever would not fall down 
and worship it, should be cast into the fiery furnace. 
This now was so terrible to every one that heard it, that 
unless it were three or four, there were none that did 
resist, the very fear of a fiery furnace made them do any- 
thing. And shall not then the fear of those eternal flames, 
the fear of that great day wherein. God shall reveal all 
wrath without any mercy to the wicked man, shall not 
this turn him out of the ways of sin ? shall not this make 
him with bitterness bewail his former lusts ? and to hate 
those bitter-sweets of pleasure which erst he so much 
delighted in, saying, with Jonathan, I have tasted a 
little honey, and I must die ; I have had a little pleasure 
of sin, and I must be condemned for evermore. 

DAILY AMENDMENT OF LIFE ENJOINED. 

IT is said of the ship Argo, which carried Jason and his 
companions to Colchis, that being upon constant ser- 
vice, she was constantly repaired, and as one plank or 
board failed, she was ever and anon supplied withanotiier 
that was more serviceable, insomuch that at last she 
became all new, which caused a great dispute among the 
philosophers of those times, whether she were the same 
ship as before, or not. Thus it is that for our parts we 
have daily and hourly served under the commands of sin 
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and Satan, made provision for the flesh to fulfil the lusts 
thereof, drawn iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as it 
were with a cart-rope, and daily, like Ephraim, increased 
in wickedness, insomuch that there are not only some 
bruises and brushes, but as it were a shipwreck of faith 
and all goodness, in the frame of our precious souls. What 
then remains but that we should die daily unto sin, wid 
live unto righteousness, put in a new plank this day, and 
anothe'r to-morrow ; now subdue ope lust, and another 
to-morrow ; this day conquer one temptation, and the 
next another ; be still on the mending hand, and then 
the question needs not be put, Whether we be the same 
or not. Por old things being put away, §11 things will 
become new ; we shall be new men, new creatures, we 
shall have new hearts, new spirits, and new songs in 
our mouths, be made partakers of the new covenant, 
and at last inheritors of the new Jerusalem. 



GOD'S PATIENCE NOTWITHSTANDING MAN'S PROVOCATIONS. 

SUPPOSE a man should come into a curious artificer's 
shop, and there with one blow dash in pieces such a 
piece of art as had cost many years' study and pains in the 
contriving thereof, how could he bear with it, how would 
he take on to see the workmanship of his hands so rashly, 
so wilfully destroyed ? He could not biat take it ill, and be 
much troubled thereat Thus it is, that as soon as God 
had .set up and perfected the frame of the worid, sin gave 
a subtile shake to all, it unpinned the frame, and had like- 
to have pulled all in pieces again ; nay, had it not been 
for the promise of Christ, all this goodly frame had been 
reduced to its primitive nothing again. Man by his skx 
had puUed down all about his ears, but God in mercy 
keeps it up ; man by his sin provokes God, but God in 
mercy passeth by all affronts whatsoever. O the won- 
derful mercy ! O the omnipotent patience of God ! 
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GOD'S G&ILDREN MAT SUFFER PARTIAL, BUT NOT FINAL 
' DESERTIONS. 

AS it was with Samson, when his locks were cut ofl^ 
his strength was gone, and therefore though he 
thought to go-out, and do great things as formerly he 
had done, yet by woful experience he found there was 
no such matter, he was become even as another man. 
So it is with the best and dearest of God's children, when 
God is gone, their locks are cut, their strength is gone, 
as not lying in their hair, but in their head ; yet this is 
but a partial, a temporary, not a total and final desertion 
of divine assistance and spiritual grace in the soul. For 
God may forsake a man in respect of his quickening 
presence, and leave a man to such barrenness, flatness, 
deadness of his spirit for a time, that the soul cannot 
pray, hear, meditate, or do anything as formerly it had 
done. And God may forsake a man too in regard of his 
comforting presence, he may eclipse his joys, damp his 
comforts, withdraw the beams of his countenance, and 
leave him in darkness and trouble ; yet for all this God 
never forsakes such a man in respect of his supporting 
presence, then it is that in the saddest condition, in the 
darkest night, in the stormiest day, the soul hath support 
from him. As he told St Paul, so he tells all men, all of the 
election of grace, all that love and fear him : His strength 
shall be seen in their weakness, and his grace is ^ifficient 
foi'them, i. e., sufficient to bear them up in the trial, and 
sufficient to bring them out of all trials whatsoever. 

COMPLETE CHRISTIAN DUTY. 

IT was the speech of Mr. Bradford, that he could not 
leave a duty till he had found communion with 
Christ in the duty, till he had brought his heart into a 
duty frame ; he could not leave confession till he had 
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found his heart touched, broken and humbled for sin ; 
nor petition, till he had found his heart taken with the 
beauties of the things desired, and carried out after them ; 
nor could he leave thanksgiving, till he had found his 
spirit enlarged, and his soul quickened in the return of 
praises. Just like that of St. Bernar.d, who found God in 
every duty, &nd communion with him in every prayer: 
this was true, sincere, complete Christian duty. And 
thus it is with the soul taken with Christ, desires, con- 
verses with him in prayer, in hearing, and meditation ; 
and such too is the genius of a soul taken up with Christ, 
that duty doth not content it, if we find not Christ in the 
duty : s(5 that if the end of a duty hath not left it on this 
side Christ, it hath left it so far short of true comfort 



BELIEVERS TO HAVE FAITH IN GOD'S PROVIDENCE. 

WE may read that Xtlysses, when he was to pass the 
coast of the Syrens, caused his men to stop their 
ears, that they might not be enchanted by their music 
to destroy themselves ; but for hitoself, he would only 
be bound to the mast, that though he should hear, yet 
their musical sounds might not be so strong as to al- 
lure him to overthrow himself by leaping into I3ie sea. 
Thus there are some of God's people that are weak in 
faith, so that when they see God's outward proceedings 
of providence seemingly contrary to his promises, they 
are apt to be charmed from their own steadfastness. It 
were therefore good for them to stop their ears, and to 
shut their eyes to the works, and look altogether to the 
word of God; but for those that are strong, such as in 
whom the pulse of faith beats more vigorously, they 
may look upon the outward proceedings of God; yet 
let them be sure to bind themselves fast to the mast, 
the word of God, lest when they see the seeming contra- 
riety of his proceedings to the promise, they be charmed 
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from their own BteadfiutneaB to Hio wiimiug of their 
own most precious souls, and weak^ng the assurance 
of their eternal salvation. 



THB DANQJ5B OF NOT SEARGHINa THB SOKIPTmLBS ABIOHT. 

AS the apes in the story, who finding a glow-worm on 
a very cold night, took it for a spark of fire, and 
heaped up sticks upon it to warm themselves bj, but all 
in vain : So do they lose their labour that, in the warrant- 
able search of Bivine truth, busy themselves about sounds 
of words, and incoherent Scripture sentences; when 
partly from depravedness of mind, partly from ignorance, 
partly from instability, suddenness, and haste, they make 
a snatch and run away with that which looks somewhat 
like the sense of Scripture, and so deceive their own souls, 
crying out like the mathematician in Athens, I have fou nd 
it, I have found it, when indeed they have found nothing 
to the purpose, nor anything to the true information of 
themsdves or otiiers in the ways of God and goodness. 



THE SUBTLE HYPOCRITE. 

f pfiE&E is mention made of Farrhasius and Zeuxis (a 
X pinr of excellent painters in those times), that being 
upon a trial of their skill how to excel each other in the 
master of their art, Zeuxis drew out a bunch of grapes 
so fair and well coloured, that the birds came and pecked 
at them, to the great admiration of the beholders, even 
as if they had been of a natural and lively growth. And 
the expectation was great what it could be that Farrhasius 
should draw to outdo so exquisite a piece of workm^wi- 
ship. He thereupon falls to his pencil, and makes upon 
his table the resemblance of a white sheet, tacked up 
with four nails, one at each corner, so artificially, that 
being offered to view, Zeuxis bade him take away the 
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Bheet, that th^y might see the excellency of his art that 
lay behind it ; whereupon it was adj udged that Parrhasius 
had gone beyond him in so doing: and but good reason 
too, for the one had only deceived silly birds, but the 
other had put a trick upon a knowing artist himsel£ 
And so it is with the close, reserved hypocrite, such is 
his subtilty, that he doth not only delude silly birds, 
poor ignorant 80uls,but knowing men,experienced Chris- 
tians, and if it were possible, the very elect themselves : 
He can compose his forehead to sadness and gravity, 
whilst he bids his heart be wanton and careless, and 
at the same time laugh within himself, to think how 
smoothly he hath cozened the believing beholder. 



THB ALL-SUFFICIENCY OF CHRIST. 

ALL the good things that can be reckoned up here 
below, have only a finite and limited goodness : 
some can clothe, but cannot feed ; others can nourish, 
but they cannot heal ; others can enrich, but they cannot 
secure; others adorn, but cannot advance; all do serve, 
but none do satisfy; they are like a beggar's coat made 
up of many pieces, not all enough either to beautify or 
defend. But Christ is full and sufficient for all his people, 
he ascended on high that he might fill all things (Eph. iv. 
10), that he might pour forth such abundance of Spirit on 
his church as might answer all the conditions, where- 
unto they may be reduced: righteousness enough to 
cover all their sins ; plenty enough to supply all their 
wants ; grace enough to subdue all their lusts ; wisdom 
enough to resolve all their doubts ; power enough to 
vanquish all their enemies ; virtue enough to cure all 
their diseases; fulness enough to save them, and that to 
the uttermost. Over and besides, there is in Christ some- 
thing proportionable to all the wants and desires of hts 
people : he is bread, wine, milk, living waters to feed 
26 
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them. John vi. 55, 57. He is a gsument of righteoasness 
to cover and adorn them (Rom. xiii. 14); a physician to 
heal them (Matt ix. 12) ; a coansellor to advise them 
(Isaiah ix. 6); a captain to defend them (Heb. ii. 10); a 
prince to rule, a prophet to teach, a priest to make atone- 
ment for them, a husband to protect, a father to provide, 
a brother to relieve, a foundation to support, a root to 
quicken, a head to guide, a treasure to enrich, a sun to 
enlighten, and a fountain to cleanse: so that as the one 
ocean hath more water than all the rivers of the world, 
and one sun more light than all the luminaries in heaven, 
so one Christ is mor.e all to a poor soul, than if it had 
the all of the whole world a thousand times over. 



HOLY PROFESSIONS OFTEN FORGOTTEN UPON REMOVAL OP 
JUDGMENT. 

JosBPHUS tells US that the sons of Noah, for some years 
after the flood, dwelt on the tops of high mountains, 
not daring to take up their habitation in the lower ground, 
for fear of being drowned by another flood, yet in process 
of time (seeing no flood came) they ventured do.wn into 
the plain of Shinar, where their former modesty we see 
ended in one of the boldest, proudest attempts against 
God that the sun was ever witness to, the building of a 
tower whose top should reach unto heaven. They who 
at first were so maidenly and fearful as not to venture 
down their hills for fear of drowning, now have a design 
to secure themselves against all future attempts from the 
God of heaven himself. Thus it is often seen that God's 
judgments leave such an impression in men's spirits, that 
a while they stand aloof from their sins (as they on their 
hills) afraid to come down to them, but when they see 
fair weather continue, and no clouds gather towards 
another storm, then they can descend to their old wicked 
practices, and grow more bold and heaven-daring than 
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ever. O -how nice and scrupulous are they while the 
smell of fire is about them, and the memory of their 
distress fresh, they are as tender of sinning as one that 
comes out of a close hot room is of the air ; they shrink 
at every breath, of temptation ; but, alas, how soon upon 
the Ifeast remove of judgment are they hardened to com- 
mit those sins without remorse,the bare motion of which, 
but a little before, did so trouble and afflict them. 



HUMILITY APPEASETH GOD'S ANGER. 

IT was an high piece of ingenuity and clemency in 
Augustus Csesar, that having promised by procla- 
mation a great sum of money to any one that should 
bring him the head of a famous pirate, yet when the 
pirate (who had heard of this) brought it himself to him 
and laid it at his foot, did hot only pardon him for his 
former offences against him, but reward him for the great 
confidence that he had in his mercy. And thus doth God, 
though his wrath be revealed against all sin and un- 
righteousness, yet when the soul itself comes freely and 
humbles itself mightily before him, his anger will soon 
be over, neither will he stretch forth his arm to strike 
such a soul that giveth so much glory to his mercy. 

THE PEOPLE OF GOD TO BE AT PEACE ONE WITH ANOTHER. 

mHB unseasonableness of the strife betwixt Abraham's 
JL herdsmen and Lot's, is aggravated by the near 
neighbourhood of the heathens to them ; and there was 
a strife (saith the text) between Abraham's herdsmen 
and tjie herdsmen of Lot's cattle, and the Canaanite 
and the Perizzite dwelt in the land. Now to fall out 
whilst these idolaters looked on, this would be town- 
talk presently, and put themselves and their religion 
both to shai»e ; and it may for our parts be very well 
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aaked, Who have been in: our land all tbe while the 
people of God have been Bcoffling? Even those that 
have curiously observed every uncomely behaviour 
amongst us, and told all the world of it ; such as have 
wit and malice enough to make irae of it for their wicked 
purposes. They stand on tip-toes to be at work, only we 
are not yet quite laid up and disabled (by the soreness 
of these our wounds, which we have given ourselves) 
from withstanding their fury. They hope it will come 
to that ; and then they will cure us of our own wounds, 
by giving one, if they can, that shall go deep enough to 
the heart of our life, gospel and all. Let us then eonsi* 
der where we are, and among whom : are we not in our 
enemies* quarters ? so that if we fell out, what do we 
else but kindle a fire for them to warm their hands by. 
It is an ill time tor mariners to be fighting, when an 
enemy is boring a hole in the bottom of the ship : the 
sea of their rage will weaken our bank fast enough, we 
need not cut it for them. Then to close up all, shall 
Herod and Pilate put us to shame ? They patched up 
a peace to strengthen their hands against Christ ; and 
shall not we unite then against a common enemy, such 
a one as seeketh to raise himself by our uneven and 
unkind quarrelling amongst ourselves. 



THE EMPTINESS OF ALL WORLDLY COMFORTS WITHOUT CHRIST. 

AS a cup of pleasant wine ofiPered to a condemned man 
on the way to his execution ; as the feast of him 
who sat under a naked sword, hanging perpendicularly 
over his head by a slender thread ; as Adam's forbidden 
fruit, seconded by a flaining sword; as Belshazzar's 
dainties overlooked by a handwriting against the wall : 
such are all the empty delights of the world, in their 
matter and expectation, earthly; in their acquisition, 
painful; in thei/ fruition, nauseous and cloying; in 
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their duration, dying and perishing ; in their operation, 
hardening, effeminating, levening, puffing up, estranging 
the heart from God; in their consequences seconded 
with anxiety, solitude, fear, sorrow, despair, disappoint- 
ment ; in their measure shorter than a man can stretch 
himself on, narrower than a man can wrap himself in ; 
every way defective and disproportionate to the vast 
and spacious edacity of the soul of man, as unable to 
fill that, as the light of a candle to give day to the whole 
world, nothing but emptiness attends them all, unless 
they be found in Christ Jesus. 



MEN TO BE WISE FOR THEMSELVES AS WELL AS FOR OTftERS. 

As shell-fishes which breed pearls for others to wear, 
but are sick of them themselves; as a Mercury 
statue, which shows the way to others, but stands still 
itself; or as a whetstone, which sharpeneth the knife, 
but is blunt itself: Thus many men, like Plutarch's 
Lamise, have eyes for abroad, but are blind at home, 
are wise for others, but not for themselves, K thou 
be wise (aaith Solomon) be wise for thyself. It is not 
enough for a man to do good to others, though he could 
to all, if he remain an enemy to himself: he must be 
like a cinnamon tree, which lets not out all its sap into 
leaves and fruit which will tsAX off, but keeps the prin- 
cipal part of its fragrancy for the bark which stays on ; 
like a tree planted by the water side, which, though it 
let out much sap to the remoter boughs, yet is specially 
careful of the root that it be nof left dry. And to speak 
truth, what profit would it be to a man, if he could 
heal and help all the sick men in the world, and be 
incurably sick himself? If he could get all the men on 
the earth, all the angels^in Ijeaven to be his friends, and 
have God still for his enemy ? If he could save othOTs, 
and then lose his own soul ; to be like the ship (Acts 
26* 
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xxvii.) broken to pieces itself, though it helped others 
to the shore ? Or like those that built the ark for Noah, 
and were drowned themselves : this is to have the cares 
of Martha upon him on the behalf of others, and never 
mind that on« thing of Mary, the care of his own sal- 
vation. 

PLEASURES OP RIGHTEOUSNESS NOT DISCERNIBLE BY 
UNRIGHTEOUS MEN. 

THE Roman soldiers, when, at the sacking of Jerusa- 
lem, they entered the temple, and went into the 
9<mctum sanctorum; but seeing no images there, as they 
used to have in their own idolatrous temples, gave out 
in a jeer, that the Jews worshipped the clouds. And 
thus, because the pleasures of righteousness and holi- 
ness are not so gross as to come under the cognizance 
of the world's carnal senses (as their brutish ones do) 
therefore they laugh at the saints, as if their joy were 
but the child of fancy, and that they do but embrace a 
cloud instead of Juno herself, — a phantastic pleasure 
for the true ; but let such know, that they carry in their 
bosom, what will help them to think the pleasures of a 
holy life more real ; and that the power of holiness is 
so far from depriving a man of the joy and pleasure 
of his life, that there are incomparable delights and 
pleasures peculiar to the holy life, which the gracious 
soul finds in the way of righteousness, and no stranger 
intermeddles with his joy : the truth is, they lie inward, 
and therefore it is that the world speaks so wildly and 
ignorantly of them. 

THE NECESSITY OF REPROVING SIN. 

THERE was a foolish (it njay be said cruel) law among 
the Lacedemonians, That none should tell his 
neighbour any ill news befallen him; but evei^y pne 
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should be left, in process of time, to find it out them- 
selves. And it is to be supposed, that there are many 
amongst us, that would be content, if there were such 
a law that would tie up ministers' mouths from scaring 
them with their sins, and the miseries that attend their 
unreconciled estate : the most are more careful to run 
from the discourse of their misery, than to get out of 
the danger of it ; are more offended with the talk of hell 
than troubled for that sinful state that shall bring them 
thither. But, alas ! when then shall the ministers show 
their love to the souls of sinners ? When shall a loving 
man have a fitting time to tell his friend of his faults, if 
not now, in the present time? And why? Because that 
hereafter there remain no more oflBLces of love to be done 
for them. Hell is a pest-house ; there cannot be written 
so much on the door of it, as, Lord, have mercy on them 
that are in it. Nay, they who now pray for their salva- 
tion, and weep over their condition, must then with 
Christ vote for their damnation, and rejoice in it, though 
they be their own fathers, husbands, and wives, they 
shall see there tormented. 



THE SAFETY OF EEING AT PEACE WITH GOD. 

SIR Thomas More, whilst he was a prisoner in the 
Tower, would not so much as suffer himself to be 
trimmed, saying. That there was a controversy betwixt 
the king and him for his head, and till that was at an 
happy end, he would be at no cost about it Let us but 
scum off the froth of his wit, and we may make a solemn 
use of it. For certainly, all the cost we bestow upon 
ourselves, to make our lives pleasurable and joyous tons, 
is but mere folly; till it be decided what will become 
of the suit betwixt God and us, what will be the issue 
of the controversy that God hath against us, and that 
not for our heads, but souls, whether for heaven or hell. 
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Were it sot then the wiaest eourae to begin with Hiaking 
oar peace, and then we may soon lead a happy life ? It 
is said^ He that gets out of debt, grows rich. Most sure 
it is, that the pardoned soul cannot be poor ; for as soon 
as the peace is concluded, a free tra4o is opened between 
God and the souL If once pur^oned, we may then sail 
to any port that lies in God's dominions, and be wel- 
come; where all the promises stand open with their 
treasure, and say, Here, poor soul, take full lading in 
of all precious things, even as much as thy &ith can bear 
and carry away. 



THE ElCCELL^GT QF fiBLF-DENIAL. 

rBRB-ls mention made of one of the Catos, that, in 
his old age, he withdrew himself from Rome to his 
country-house, that he might spep4 his elder years free 
from care and trouble ; and the Romans, as they did 
ride by his house, used to say. This man alone knows 
how to live. What art Cato had to disburden himself 
(by his retirement) of the world's cares, is altogether 
unknown ; but most sure it is, that a man may go into 
the country, and yet not leave the city behind him ; his 
mind may be in a crowd, while his body is in the soli- 
tude c^ a wilderness. Alas ! poor man, he was a stranger 
to the Gospel ; had he been but acquainted therewitii, 
it could have showed him a way out of the crowd of all 
worldly employments, ev^n in the midst of Rome itself, 
and that is by mortifying his heart to the world, both 
in the pleasures and troubles thereof. And then, that 
high commendation, " That he alone knew how to live," 
might have been given hirii, without any hyperbole at 
all ; for to speak truth, He only knows aright how to 
live in the world, that hr.th learnt to die to the world, 
such is the excellencj* of mortification. 
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WHEN A MAN MAY BE SAID TO HAVE FORSAKEN HIS SIN. 

EVERY time a man takes a journey from home about 
business, we do not say, be hath forsaken his 
house, because he meant, when he went out, to come to 
it again. No, but when we see a man leave his house, 
carry all his goods away with h m, lock up his doors, 
and take up his abode in another place, never to dwell 
there more, this man may very well be said to have 
forsaken his house indeed. Thus it is, that every one 
of us are to forsake sin so as to leave it without any 
thought of returning to it again. It were strange to find 
a drunkard so constant in the exercise of that sin, but 
sometimes you may find him sober, and yet a drunkard 
he is, as if he were then drunk. Every one hath not 
forsaken his trade that we see, now and then, in their 
holiday suit ; then it is that a man is said to forsake his 
sin, when he throws it from him, and bolts the door 
upon it, with a purpose never to open any more unto 
it: Ephraim shall say, What have we to do^ny more 
with idols ? Hos. xiv. 8. 



THE BREVITY OF LIFE SHOULD TEACH CONTENTMENT. 

IF a traveller hath but enough to bring him to his 
journey's end, he desires no more. We have but a 
day to live, and perhaps we may be now in the twelfth 
hoar of that day ; and if God give us but enough to 
bear our charges t^U night, it is suffieient : let us be eon- 
tent. If a man had the lease of an house or farm^but 
for two or three days^ and he should fell a building or 
planting, would he not be judged very indiscreet ? So 
when we have but a short time here, and death calls us 
presently off the stage, to thirst immoderately after the 
world, and pull down oar souls, to build up an estate, 
were it not extreme folly ? Therefore, as Esau said once 
in a profane sense concerning bis birth-right, Lo, I am 
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at the point to dio, and what profit shall this birth-right 
do to me? So let us all say in a religious sense, Lo, I 
am even at the point of death, my grave is going to life 
made, and what good will the work . do me ? K I have 
but enough till sun-setting, I am content. 

THE SCEIPTURE DISCOVERS SATAN AND SIN IN THEIR TRUE 
COLOURS. 

IT is reported that a certain Jew should have poisoned 
Luther, but was happily prevented by his picture, 
which was sent to Luther, with a warning from a faith- 
ful friend, that he should take heed of such a man when 
he saw him, by which he knew the murderer, and so 
escaped his hands. Thus it is, that the Word of God 
shows us the face of those lusts, which Satan employs 
to butcher our precious souls. By them is thy servant 
forewarned, saith J)avid. Ps. xix. 11. Let a man be but 
careful to read the Word of God with observation, and 
in it he shall have the history of the most remarkable 
battles that have been fought by the most eminent wor- 
thies of Christ with Satan, that great warrior against 
their souls, how Satan hath many times foiled them, and 
how they have recovered their lost ground. In it you 
shall have all Satan's cabinet counsels opened ; there is 
not a lust which you are in danger of; not the least sin 
which presseth down, but you have it descried and laid 
open in its proper colours; not the least temptation 
which the Word doth not arm you against, 4;c. 

SATAN'S POLICY IN KEEPING US OFF FROM TIMELY REPENT- 
ANCE. 

AS the paper which came to Brentius from a senator, 
his dear friend took him as he was at supper with 
his wife and children, and bade him flee cito^ dtmsj eitU- 
aimej which he did, leaving his dear company and good 
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cheer : So must we do from our dearest bosom sius, or 
we may repent our stay when it is too late : For Satan 
labours to wile us off with delays: floating, flitting 
thoughts of repentance he fears not, — he can give sin- 
ners leave to talk what they will do ; so he can beg 
time, and by his art keep such thoughts from coming 
to a head, and ripening into a present resolution. Few 
are in heU but thought of repenting before they came 
there, yet Satan so handled the matter, that they could 
never pitch upon the time in earnest when to do it. If 
ever, therefore, thou meanest to get out of the clutches 
of the devil, dto^ citiusj eitis$ime, fly out of his doors, 
and run for thy life : wherever this warning finds thee, 
stay not, though in the midst of thy joys, with which 
thy lusts shall entertain thee. 



THE WEAKNESS OP BELIEVERS WITHOUT CHRIST. 

IT is said of one Mr. Benbridge, that, being at the stake 
ready to suffer martyrdom, his heart failed him, so 
that he thrust the faggots from him, and cried out, " I 
recant, I recant." Yet this man, when reinforced in his 
faith, and endued with power from above, washable, 
within the space of a week after that sad foil, to die at 
the stake cheerfully. Thus the stoutest champions of 
Christ, and for Christ, have been taught, from time to 
time, how weak they are, if Christ steps aside, or if he 
should withdraw his grace, and leave them to their own 
cowardice and unbeliei^ they would soon show them- 
selves in their own colours. 



MEN TO MAINTAIN THE CREDIT OP THEIR GOOD NAMES. 

IT is observed by an ingenious divine, that the name 
of John is next to the name of Jesus. It was God 
that first gave them both John and Jesus signifying as 
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mnch as grace and aalyation : John prepared the way to 
Jesus, hinting out thus much unto us, that there is no 
way to salvation hut hy grace. John's name was an 
honour to him, nor was John a disgrace to his name. 
He hoth was, and was called, Gracious ; but so it is that 
many of as (by our bad manners) slander and belie our 
good names. We have fair appellations and filthy con- 
ditions ; t)ay, have nothing to betoken us Christians but 
the name^ usuiping the style whereof we want the troth : 
so contrary are our lives to our callings, and titles of our 
persons so unlike the works of our profession. What 
skilleth it to be called Olement, Urbane, Pious, and yet 
to be cruel, uncivil, evil ? To be called Christian, Pru- 
dence, Grace, Faith, and yet to be unchristian, unwise, 
ungracious, unbelieving ? Let us not, therefore, be a 
scandal to our calling, nor a reproach to our own names ; 
but let us be mindful of our vow and duly so oft as our 
names are mentioned, and as ready to answer to our 
faith as to our names. 



NEGLIGENCE IN THE 8EBVI0S OF GOB RBPBOVEa 

rpHERB is mention made of a prince in Germany, who, " 
X being invaded by a more potent enemy than him- 
self, yet from his friends and allies (who flocked in to 
his help) he soon had a goodly army, but had no money, 
as he said, to pay them ; but the truth is, hQ was loath 
to part with it : for which cause some went away in 
discontent, others did not vigorously mind hip business, 
and so he was soon beaten out of his kingdom ; and his 
coffers, when his palace was rifled, were found to be 
filled with treasure ; and thus was he ruined, as some 
sick men die, because unwilling to be at the cost of 
paying a physician. Now, so it is that few or none are 
to be found, but would be glad their souls might be 
saved at last; bit where is the man or woman that 
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makes it appear, by their vigorous endeavonr, that they 
mean in earnest? what warlike preparations do they 
make against Satan, who lies between them and home ? 
where are their arms, — ^where their skill to nse them, — 
their resolution to stand to them, — and conscionable 
care to exercise themselves daily in the use of them T 
Thus to do is a charity indeed, if woulding and wishing 
would bring them to heaven, then they may likely come 
thither ; but as for this diligence in the ways of God, 
this circumspect walking, this wrestling and fighting, 
this making religion our business, they are far from 
these, as at last in so dping, tbey are like to be from 
heaven. 

NO WAT TO HAPPINESS BUT BT H0LINB8a 

ONB fitly compares holiness and happiness to those 
two sisters, Leah and Rachel; happiness, like 
Rachel, seems the fairer (even a carnal heart may foil 
in love with that) ; but holiness, like Leah, is the elder 
and beautiful also, though in this life it appears with 
some disadvantage ; her eyes being bleared with tears 
of repentance, and her face furrowed with the works 
of mortification ; but this is the law of that heavenly 
country, that the younger sister must not be bestowed 
before the elder. "We cannot enjoy fair Rachel, — heaven 
and happiness, except first we embrace tender-eyed 
Leah — holiness — with all her severe duties of repent- 
ance and mortification. K we will have heaven, we 
must have Christ ; if Christ, we must like his service ap 
well as his sacrifice ; there is no way to h^piness but 
by holiness. 

MEN DELUDED BY SATAN IN NOT CONSIDBBINQ THE NATURE 

OF SIN. 

T is with men in sinning as it is with armies in fight- 
ing: — captains beat their drums for volunteers, 

27 
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and promise all that enlist, pay and plunder, and this 
makes them come moving in ; but few consider what 
the ground of the war is, or for what Thus Satan en- 
ticeUi men to sin, and giveth golden promises of what 
they shall have in his service, with which silly souls 
are won ; but how few ask their souls. Whom do I sin 
against? What is the devil's design in drawing me to 
sin ? Shall I tell thee ? Dost thou think it is thy pleas- 
ure or profit he desires in thy sinning? Alas I he means 
nothing less, he hath greater plots in his head than so. 
He hatii by his apostasy proclaimed war against God, 
and he brings thee by sinning to espouse his quarrel, 
and to jeopard the life of thy soul in defence of his pride 
and lust, which that he may do, he cares no more for 
the damnation of thy soul, than the great Turk doth' to 
see a company of his slaves cut off for the carrying on 
of his design i|i the time of a siege. If therefore thorn 
wilt not be deluded by him, take the right notion of 
sin, and labour to understand the bottom of his bloody 
design intended against thee. 



GOD SOMETIMES HIDES HIS FACE FROM HIS CHILDREN. 

As Joseph, when he spoke roughly to his brethren, 
and made them believe he would take them for 
spies, still his heart was towards them, and he was as 
full of love as ever he could hold, he was fain to go 
aside and weep ; and as the mother of Moses, when she 
put her child into the ark of bulrushes, and went a little 
way from it, yet still her eye was towards it, — the babe 
wept and the mother wept too : So God, when he goes 
aside as if he had forsaken his children, yet he is full 
of sympathy and love towards them. It is one thing 
for God to desert, and another thing to disinherit; 
" How shall I give thee up, O Ephraim ? " Hos. viii. 11. 
This is a metaphor taken from a father going about to 
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disinherit his son, and while he is going to set his hand 
to the deed, his bowels begin to melt, and to yearn over 
him : thongh he be a prodigal child, yet he is a child, I 
will not eut off the entail. So saith God, How shall I 
give thee up? Though Ephraim hath been a rebellious 
son, yet he is my son, I will not disinherit him: God's 
heart may be full of love when there is a vail upon his 
&ce. The Lord may change his dispensation towards 
his children, but not his disposition : so that the be* 
liever may confidently say, I am adc^ted, tod let God 
do what he will with me, let him take the rod or the 
staff, it is all one to me so long as h^ loves me. 

THE DAY OF DEATH THE BELIEVER'S JOY. 

rE Persians had a certain day in the year which 
they called Vitiorum interilm^ wherein they used to 
kill all serpents and venomoua creatures ; such a day 
as that will the day of death be to a man in Christ: this 
day the old serpent dies in a believer^ that has so often 
stung him with his temptations; this day the eius of the 
godly, these venomous creatures shall all be destroyed, 
they shall never be proud more, they shall never grieve 
the Spirit of God more ; the death of the body shall 
quite destroy the body of death, so that sin, which was 
the agent that brought death into the world, death shall 
be the grave to bury sin. O the privilege and comfort 
of a true believer ! He is not taken away in his sins, 
but he is taken away from his sins, and death is made 
unto him an advantage. 

THE HAPPINESS OP HEAVEN INEXPRESSIBLE. 

NiCEPHORUS tells US of one Agbarus, a great man, that 
(hearing so much of Chrisfs fame, by reason of 
the miracles he wrought) sent a painter to take his pic- 
ture, and that tl e painter when he came' was not able to 
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do it, because of that radiancy and divine gplendour 
which sat on Christ's Ikce. Whether this be true or no, 
p0ne9 Ht authorem; but to be snre there is such a bright- 
ness on the face of Christ glorified, and that happiness 
which saints shall have with him in the highest heavens, 
as forbids us that dwell in mortal flesh to conceive of it 
aright, much more to express it. It is best going thither 
to be informed, and tli^en we shall confess we on earth 
heard not half of what we there find : yea, that our pres- 
ent conceptions are no more like to that vision of glory 
we shall there have, than the sun on the painter's can- 
vass is to the sun itself in the heavens. 



CONSTANCY IN THE PERFORMANCE OP HOLY DUTIES. 

IT is observable, that many who have gone into the 
field, and liked the work of a soldier for a battle or 
two, but soon have had enough, and come running home 
again from their colours, whereaa few can bear it as a 
constant. trade: war is a thing that they could willingly 
woo for their pleasure, but are loath to wed upon what 
terms soever. Thus many are soon engaged in holy 
duties, easily persuaded to take up a profession of relig- 
ion, and as easily persuaded to lay it down : like the 
new moon, which shines a little in the first part of the 
night, but is down long before half of the night begone ; 
the lightsome professors in theiryouth, but whose old age 
is wrapt up in thick darkness of sin and wickedness. 
this constancy and persevering is a hard word ! this 
taking up the cross daily, this praying always, this 
watching night and day, and never laying aside our 
clothes and armour, indulging ourselves to remit and 
unbend in our holy waiting upon God, and walking with 
God : this sends many sorrowful from Christ ; yet this 
is the saint's duty, to make religion his every day's 
work, without any vacation from one end of the year to 
the other. 
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INCONSTANCY OF MERE PROFESSORS OF RELIGION. 

ALL Israel came joyfully out of Egypt under the con- 
duct of Moses, yea, and a mixed multitude with 
them ; but when they were a little pinched with hunger, 
and their greedy desires of a present Canaan deferred, 
yea, instead of peace and plenty, nothing but war and 
penury appeared, they, like white-livered soldiers, are 
ready to fly from their colours, and make a dishonour- 
able retreat into Egypt. Thus the greatest part of those 
who profess the Gospel, when they come to push of 
pike, to be tried what they will do, deny, and endure 
for Christ, grow sick of their enterprise. Alas, their 
hearts fail them ; they are like the waters of Bethle- 
hem ; but if they must dispute their passage with so 
many enemies, they will even content themselveswith 
their own cistern, and leave heaven to otiiers that will 
venture more hardly for it. 



GOD'S PURPOSE IN AFFLICTION. 

THE gardener digs up his garden, pulls up his fences, 
takes up his plants, and to the eye seems to make 
a pleasant place as a waste piece of ground ; but every 
intelligent man knows that he is about to mend it, not 
to mar it; to plant it better, not to destroy it. So God 
is comfortably present with us, even in our spiritual 
desertions; and though he seem to annihilate, or to re- 
duce his new creation, yet it is to repair its ruins, and 
to make it more beautiful and glorious : Or, as in the 
repairing of a house, we see how they pull down part 
after part, as if they intended entirely to demolish it, 
but the end is to make it better : it may be some posts 
and pillars are removed, but it is to put in stronger: it 
may be some lights are stopped up, but it is to make 
feirer. Bo though God take away our props, it is not 
27* 
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that we may fall, but that he may settle us in greater 
strength, — he batters down the life of sense, to" put us 
upon a life of grace : and when he darkens our light 
that we cannot see, it is but to bring in fuller light into 
our souls; as when the stars shine not, the sun appears, 
repairing our loss of an obscure light, with his clear 
bright shining beams ; so that though God do forsake 
his people, yet not totally, not for ever, not ceasing the 
affection of love, but the acts of love for some time ; 
and when he seems to be turning a man into a desolate 
and ruinous condition, yet even then is he building and 
preparing him to be a more excellent structure. 



THE CHRISTIAN'S SPIRITUAL GROWTH, WHEN SEEMINGLY 
DEAD. 

As in the lopping of a tree, there seems to be a kind 
of diminution and destruction, yet the end and 
issue of it is better growth; and as the weakening 
of the body by physic seems to tend to death, yet it 
produces better health and more strength ; and as the 
ball, by falling downward, riseth upward; and water in 
pipes descends, that it may ascend : So the Christian's 
spiritual* growth, when seemingly dead and declining, 
is still carried on by the hidden method of God to in- 
crease ; for every true Christian is a member of a thriv- 
ing body, in which there is no atrophy, but a continual 
issuing of spirits from the head, so that life, being 
wrought by the spirit of life, never dieth; but is always 
upon the growing hand, ripening and increasing even 
in the midst of temptations and trouble. 



BACKWARDNESS IN THE SERVICE OP GOD REPROVED. 

STONE needs not to be driven downward, because 
. that motion is suitable to it, as it is attracted to 
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the centre; the eagles fly willingly to their prey; an 
hungry man needs not either persuasion or compulsion 
to eat his meat. Did but men so delight in God. What 
means their hanging back from him ? How is it that 
the counsels and thoughts of their hearts, the pressing 
persuasions of the Word, the strong motions of the 
Spirit, the shining examples of the godly, the wise ad- 
vice of faithful friends, the sweet inducements of pre- 
cious promises, the sad menaces of fearftil evils; y^a, 
the heavy strokes of an angry God f yea, the tender 
mercies of a melting Father; yea, the bleeding wounds 
of a crucified Redeemer? How is it that none of these 
do more prevail with them to a more ready walking 
with their God. Surely such backwardness, such un- 
willingness in the service of God, cannot but be hate- 
ful unto him. 



RELIGION CONSISTS IN. DUTY BOTH TO GOD AND MAN. 

AS the boat cannot move rightly when •the oars only 
on one side are plied ; or as the fowl, if she use 
only one wing, cannot fly up: So religion consisteth 
of duties to be performed, some to God, and some to 
man ; some for the first table of the Law, some for the 
second ; otherwise that religion will never profit, that 
hath one hand wrapped up, that should be towards 
man in all offices of charity, though the other, be used 
towards God in all offices of piety. 



THE PAUCITY OF TRUE BELIEVERS. 

ris the observation of a learned man, that, if the 
world were divided into thirty equal parts, nine- 
teen of those thirty would prove to be overspread with 
heathenish idolatry, six of the eleven remaining with 
the doctrine of Mahommed, so there would remain but 
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five parts of the thirty, wherein were anything of Chris- 
tianity; and among those Christians, so many seduced 
Papists on the one hand, and formal Protestants on the 
other, that surely hut few are saved. Nay, such is the 
paucity of tjne believers, that as that olive-tree (men- 
tioned by the Prophet), with two or three berries on 
the uppermost bough,* Satan may be said to have the 
harvest, and God only a few gleanings. It should there- 
fore make us strive the more, that we may be of the 
number of those few that shall inherit salvation. 



THE DATOSR OF BEING MORE OABIFUL FOR THE B0D7 
THAN THE SOUL. 

rERE is a parable of a woman, who, having twin 
children, and both being presented to her, she falls 
deeply and fondly in love with the one, but is careless 
and disrespeotful of the other : this she will nurse her- 
self, but that is put forth. Her love grows up with the 
child she kept herself, she decks it fine, she feeds it 
choicely; but at last, by overmuch pampering of it, the 
child surfeits, becomes mortally sick, and when it was 
dying, she remembers herself, and sends to look after 
the other child that was at nurse, to the end she might 
now cherish it; but when the messenger came, she finds 
it dying and gasping likewise, and examining the truth, 
she understands that through the mother's carelessness 
and neglect to look after it, the poor child was starved; 
thus was the fond, partial mother, to her great grief, 
sorrow, and shame, deprived of both her-hopeftil babes 
at once : Thus eV'cry Christian is this mother, the chil- 
dren are our body and soul ; the former of these it is, 
that men and women fall deeply and fondly in love with, 
whikt indeed they are careless and neglect the other; 
this they dfess and feed, nothing is too good or too dear 
for it ; but at the last the body surfeits, comes by some 
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means or other to its death-bed, when there is .very Bt- 
tle or no hope of life ; then men begin to remember 
the soul, and would think of some course to save it : 
the minister he is sent for in all haste to look after it ; 
but, alas ! he finds it in part dead, in part dying ; and 
the very truth is^ the owner, through neglect and care- 
lessness, hath starved the soul, and it is ready to go to 
hell before the body is fit for the graven And so the 
foolish fond Christian^ to his eternal shame and sorrow, 
loseth both his body and soul for ever^ 



GRATITUDE TO OOP TAUGHT BY THE LOWEB CREATURES. 

IT was a divine saying of Epictetus, the heathen phi- 
losopher, when admiring the singing of birds, " If 
I had been a nightingale, I should have sung like a 
nightingale ; now that I am made a man, a reasonable 
creature, shall I not serve God, and praise him in that 
station wherein he hath set me ?" Thus he to heathen, 
and thus we Christians, are to consider the creatures 
leading the way unto the duty of thankfulness. First, 
what they are mutually to each other, and then what 
they are to us ; and, lastly, what they are to God, in 
their kind ever thankful : so that it is conceived, that 
one of the foulest and most shameful things that the 
creatures shall lay to man's charge at the day of judg- 
ment is, that all other creatures, from the creation, 
have been obedient to God without the least digres- 
sion j only man (for whom and for whose service all 
else were made) hath failed in his service, and proved 
rebellious and unthankful. 



THE EXCELLENCY OF UNITY. 



D 



AVID and Jonathan had but one heart. Eusebius 
and Pamphilus Martyr but one name. Piladea 
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and Or66t68 but one life. Rath and Ifaomi but one 
affection. Basil and Nazianzene, of whom it is said, 
that there was bnt one sonl shnt up in two bodies; 
and there was a whole multitade but as one man. O ! 
the excellency of unanimity, unanimity of truth, not 
of error ! Happy days were those, when amongst the 
people there was one heart and one way to walk in, 
when they were all but as one man, which made their 
very enemies to say of them, " See how these Chris- 
-•^^ns love one another, how they knit and close to- 
gether." But now it comes to, behold how they hate 
one another, divide and separate one from another, the 
master to the church, the mistress to the chamber, the 
servant to the fields, yet all in one house; some to 
the sacrament, some to breaking of bread, and some 
to neither, yet all in one parish; their hearts are 
divided, the cord of love is untwisted ; they may sing 
and say, " Come, Holy Ghost," but no marvel that he 
comes no faster, they are not of one mind ; accord is 
wanting, and therefore not fit for the Spirit to come 
into them. 



GOD SOMETIMES AFFLICTS HIS CHILDREN TO TRY THEIR 
SINCERITY. 

AS a father will sometimes cross his son, to try the* 
child's disposition, to see how he will take it, 
whether he will mutter and grumble at it, and grow 
wayward, neglect his duty to his father, because his 
father seemeth to neglect him ; or offer to run away 
and withdraw himself from his father's obedience, be- 
cause he seems to carry himself harshly and roughly 
towards him, and to provoke him thereunto. So^doth 
God ofttimes cross his children, and seemeth to neglect 
them, to try their disposition, what metal they are made 
of, how they stand affected towards Him, whether they 
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will neglect Him, because he seemeth to neglect them ; 
cease to depend on him, because he seemeth not to look 
after them ; and say with Joram's pro&ne pursuivant, 
" This evil is of God, and why should I depend upon 
Him any longer? " orwhethej they will constantly cleave ' 
unto him, though he seem to cast them off; and say with 
Isaiah, " Yet will I wait upon God, though he hide His 
face from us, and I will look for Him, though He look 
not for us." And with Job, " Though He slay me, yet 
will I trust Him." And with the heathen, to worship 
even an angry God ; £^nd with the cynic to his master 
Antisthenes, " There shall be no cudgel to be found so 
crabbed as shall beat me from you." 



HOW FAR THERE MAY, BE A LAWFUL COMPLIANCE WITH 
OTHERS OP DIFFERENT JUDGMENT. 

ST, AuauSTiNB preaching to the Roman colonies in 
Africa, spake broken barbarous Latin, to the end 
they might understand him. " When I come to Rome, ' ' 
saith St. Ambrose to Monica, the mother of St Augus- 
tine, " I fiwsrt on the Saturday. When I am at Milan, I 
fast not." Calvin was cast out of Geneva for refusing 
to administer the Lord's Supper with wafer cakes o^ 
unleavened bread; but being afterwards restored, he 
thought best to make no more words, but to yield, 
though he let them know that he had rather it were 
otherwise. Thus it was, that Christ himself is said to 
come eating and drinking, and to sit at meat with 
publicans and sinners. And thus must all of us do; 
with St. Paul, be all things to all men, that we may win 
some; to turn ourselves into all shapes and fashions 
both of speech and spirit, to win men unto Qod, to 
make use of things indifferent, to do what we can to 
preserve our g09d esteem with others, that we may the 
sooner prevail with them. And whatsoever church we 
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come to, to do dt ttiey do, not giring offisnee Mrelessly^ 
nor taking offen#e canselessly ; the defect whereof is 
charged upon the beet, when Christ said, <^The children 
of this world are wiser in their generation than the 
children of light" » 



THE WKAKSST FAITO AGCEPtABLB TO GKH). 

SMOKB is of the same nature with flame ; for what is 
flame btft smoke set on fire ? The least spark of 
fire, if cherished, will endeavour to rise above the air 
as well as the greatest. So, a little grace may be true 
grace, 'as the filings of gold are as good gold (though 
nothing so much of it) as the whole wedge, A reed 
shaken with the wind is taken for a thing very con- 
temptible at the best. Matt. xi. 7. How much more 
when it is bruised ? The wick of a candle is little worth, 
and yet less when it comes to smoke, as yielding neither 
light nor heat, bat only annoyance, such as men bear 
not with, but tread out. So doth not God^ who hath a 
singular sagacity, i»id can soon resent l^e least c^ prov- 
ocations, yet the bruised reed he will not break, aiui 
the smoking flax he will'not quench. Kay, the very 
pantings, inquietudes, and the unsatisfiableness in the 
matter of grace spring from the truth of grace and are 
such as God makes hi^ esteem of. 



GOD'S CHILDREN AFFLICTED TO MAKE THEM PERFECT. 

A PHYSICIAN or surgeon, when he meeteth with a sore, 
festered or full of dead flesh, he applieth some 
sharp corrosive to eat out the dead flesh, that would 
otherwise spoil the cure ; which being done, the patient, 
it may be, impatient of anguish and pain, cries out to 
have it removed. "No," sayi^ the surgeon, "it must 
stay there till it have eaten to the quick, and effected 
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that thoroughly for which it is applied ; " commanding 
those that are about him to see that nothing be stirred 
till he come again to him. In the meantime, the patient, 
being much pained, counts every minute an hour till 
the surgeon come back again; and if he stay long, 
thinketh that he hath forgotten him, or that he is taken 
up with other patients, and will not return in any rea- 
sonable time. When, as it may be, he is all the while 
but in the next room to him, attending the hour-glass 
purposely set up till the plaster have had its full opera- 
tion. Thus in the self-same manner doth God deal 
ofttimes with His dearest children, as David and St 
PauL The one was instant more than once or twice 
to be rid of that evil ; and the other cries out as fast, 
" Take away the plague from me, for I am even con- 
sumed," fcc, but God niakes both of them to stay His 
time. He saw in them, as in all others, much dead flesh, 
much corrupt matter behind that was as yet to be eaten 
out of their souls. He will have the cross to have its 
full work upon us, not to come out of the fire as we 
went in, nor to come oflF the fire as foul and as full of 
scum, as we were first set on, . 



THE UNSEARCHABLE RICHES W CHRIST. 

CHARLES, Duke of Burgundy, being slain in battle by 
the Switzers at Nantz, anno 1476, had a jewel of 
very great value, which being found about him, was sold 
by a soldier to a priest for a crown in money ; the priest 
sold it for two crowns ; afterwards it was sold for seven 
hundred florins, then for twelve thousand ducats, and 
last of all for twenty thousand ducats^ and set into the 
Pope's triple crown, where it is to be seen at this day. 
But Christ Jesus is of far more value, better, than 
rubies, saith Solomon, and all the things that may be 
desired, are not to be compared to him. He is that pearl 
28 
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of great price which the merchant purchased with all 
that ever he had* No man can hoy such gold too dear: 
Joseph then a precions jewel of the world, was £Eur more 
precioos, had the Ishmaelitish merchants known so 
moch, than idl the halms and myrrhs that they trans- 
ported; and so is Christ) as all will yield that know him. 



TO DEPEND UPON GOD'S BARB WORD. 

rc earth that we tread on, though it he a massive, 
dully^eavy body, yet it hangeth in the midst of 
the air, environed by the heavens, and keepeth its place 
steady, and never stirreth an inch from it, having no 
props or shores to uphold it, no beams or bars to fststen 
it, nothing to stay or establish it, but the Word of God. 
In like manner must we learn to depend upon the bare 
Word of God. And when all other, aids and comforts 
have taken their leave of us, then to rest and rely upon 
God himself and his infallible, unfeiilable word of prom- 
ise, not on the outward -pledges and pawns of his prov- 
idence, nor on the ordinary effects and fi*uits of his 
favour ; so shall we see light even in the midst of dark- 
ness, and be able to discern the sweet sunshine of his 
blessed countenance through the thickest clouds of his 
fiercest wrath and displeasure. 



MAN'S EXTREMITY, GOD'S OPPORTUNITY. 

PHILO the Jew, being employed as an ambassador or 
messenger to Caius Caligula, then Emperor of the 
Romans, his entertainment was but slight, for he had no 
sooner spoke on the behalf of his country, but was com- 
manded to depart the Court, whereupon he told his 
people that he was verily persuaded that God would 
now do something for them, because the Emperor was 
so earnestly bent against them. And certainly, God's 
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help is then nearest when man's is furthest off; the 
one's extremity makes the other's opportunity. Where 
the philosopher ends, there the physician begins, and 
where the physician endeth, there the minister begin- 
neth, and where man's aid endeth, there God's begin- 
neth. Deliverance is. oft nearest, when destruction 
seemeth surest. 



EXCESSIVE QBIEF FOR THE DEATH OF CHILDREN REPROVED. 

ABRAHAM was ready to have sacrificed his only son 
Isaac. And God gave his only Son Christ Jesus 
to death for our salvation. It is most true that the death 
of an only son must needs be grievous, and the cause 
of great heaviness and lamentation. But let all discon- 
solate parents^ke notice what Elkanah said to Anna, 
Am not I better to you than ten sons ? So doth God 
say, What though I have taken away your only son the 
child of your delight, there is no just cause of complaint ; 
I have taken but my own ; I will be better than ten 
hundred sons to you, and you shall one day find that 
he is but gone before, as your feofee in trust to take 
possession, and keep a place for you in heaven. 



THE CAUSES OF GOD'S JUDGMENTS TO BE CONSIDERED. 

LAY a book open before a child, or one that cannot 
read. He may stare and gaze upon it, but he can 
make no use of it at all, because he.understandeth no- 
thing in it ; yet bring it to one that can read, and under- 
standeth the language that is written in it, he will read 
you many stories aiid instructions out of it. It is dumb 
and silent to the one, but speaketh to and talketh with 
the other. In like manner it is with God's judgments, 
as St. Augustine well applies it : All sorts of men see 
them, but few are able aright to read them, or to un- 
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derstand them what they say. Every judgment of God 
is a real sermon of reformation and repentance^ every 
judgment hath a voice, but every one understands not 
this voice. As Saint Paul's companions, when Christ 
spake to him, they heard a voice and no more. But it 
is the duty of 6very good Christian to listen to the rod 
and him that sent it, to spell out the meaning of God's 
anger, to inquire and find out the cause of the cross, 
and the ground of God's hiding his face. Why it is 
that he dealeth so harshly with them, and carrieth him- 
self so austerely towards them. 



THE ACTIVE CHRISTIAN, THE OBJECT OP SATAN AND 
WICKED MEN'S MALICE. 

LUTHER was offered to he made a Cardinal if he would 
he quiet. He answered, No, not if I might he Pope, 
and defends himself thus against those that thought him 
haply a proud fool for his pains. Let me be counted 
fool, or anything, said he, so I he not found guilty of 
cowardly silence. The papists, when they could not 
rule him, railed at him and called him an apostate. He 
confesseth the action, and saith, I am indeed an apostate, 
but a blessed and holy apostate, one that hath fallen off 
from the devil. Then they called him devil, but what 
saith he ? Luther is a devil, be it so ; but Christ liveth 
and reigneth, that 's enough for Luther ; so be it. Nay, 
such was the activity of Luther's spirit, that when Eras- 
mus was asked by the Elector of Saxony, why the Pope 
and his clergy could so little abide Luther ? He an- 
swered, for two great offences ; meddling with the Pope's 
triple crown, and the monks' fat paunches. And hence 
was all the hatred. If he would have been quiet and 
silent, they would have never meddled with him. Thus 
it is that a wolf flies not upon a painted sheep, and men 
can look upon a painted toad w:th delight. It is not the 
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softly pace, bjat the ftirious march of the soldier that 
sets men a gazing, and dogs a barking. Let but a man 
glide along with the stream of the world, do as others 
do, he may sit down and take his ease. But if he once 
strive against the stream, stand up in the cause of God 
and act for Christ, then he shall be sure to meet with 
as much despite and malice as men and devils can pos- 
sibly throw upon him 



WHEN LIGHTER AFFLICTIONS WILL NOT SANCTIFY, GOD 
SENDS HEAVIER, 

THE physician, when he findeth that the potion which 
he hath given his patient will not work, he seconds 
it with one more violent; but if he perceive the disease 
to be settled, then he put& him into a course of physic, 
so that he shall have at present but small comfort of 
his life. And thus doth the surgeon too ; if a gentle 
plaister will not serve, then he applies that which is 
more corroding ; and to prevent a gangrene, he makes 
use of his cauterizing knife, and takes off the joint or 
member that is so ill affected. Even so God, when 
men profft. not by such crosses as he hath formerly ex- 
ercised them with, when they are not bettered by lighter 
afflictions, then he sends heavier, and proceeds from 
milder to sharper crosses. If the dross of their sin will 
not come off, he will throw them into the melting-pot 
again and again, crush them harder in the press, and 
lay on such irons as shall enter more deep into their 
souls. K he strikes and they grieve not, if they be so 
foolish that they will not know the judgment of their 
God, he will bring seven times more plagues upon them, 
cross upon cross, loss upon .loss, trouble upon trouble, 
one sorrow on the neck of another, till they are in a 
manner wasted aiid consumed. 
28* 
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LOVE TO GOD THE ONLY TRUE LOVE. 

EVERY beam of ligbt proceeding from the body of tbe 
sun, is either direct, broken, or reflex; direct whea 
it shineth out upon the centre in a lineary motion with- 
out any obliquity ; broken, when it meets with some 
grosser body, so that it cannot shine out right, but is 
enforced to incline to one part or other, and therefore, 
called a collateral or broken light; reflex, when light- 
ing upon some more gross body, it is beaten back, and 
so reflects upon its first principle. Thus let the sons 
of men pretend never so much to the love of God, their 
love is either a broken or reflecting love, seldom direct; 
broken, when it is fixed upon the things of this world ; 
reflex, when it aims at self-interest. Whereas, the love 
of God is the only true love, a direct love without ob- 
liquity; a sincere love without reflexion; such a love 
as breaks through all impediments, and hath nothing 
itt heaven but God ; and desireth nothing on earth in 
comparison of him ; such a love as looketh upon the 
world by way of subofdination, but upon God by way 
of eminency. 

THE ZEAL OP HEATHENS CONDEMNS THE WANT OF IT IN 
CHRISTIANS. 

THERE is mention made of five men of the tribe of 
•Dan, that rushed into the house of Micah, and 
took away his carved and his golden images; he follows 
them with a loud cry; the Danites ask him, what he ails, 
wherefore he made such a noise ; O, says he, ye have 
taken away my gods which I made, an d what have I more ? 
And, what is that you say unto me, what aileth thee ? 
Poor man ! How sadly doth he bemoan the loss of his 
false gods ! And, what have I m6re, says he ; conclud- 
ing, that in taking away of them they had taken away 
all that he had. But which of us are so zealous for the 
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true God, as lie was for the loss of his false one ? We 
daily lose the sight of his comfortable presence, sin de- 
prives US of him, Who lays it to heart ? In losing of 
him, we lose all, and yet we are no more moved than 
if we lost nothing at all. One said of the papists, I 
pray God that their charitable blindness do -not one day 
rise up against our uncharitable knowledge ; so it may 
very well be said of too many, God grant that the ig- 
UQrant zeal of pagans and infidels to their false gods, 
be not matter of condemnation to those that are better 
instructed in the knowledge of the true and only God. 



THE SELF-RIGHTEOUS CONDEMNED. 

A GARDENER offering, a rape-root (being the best pres- 
ent the poor man had) to the Duke of Burgundy^ 
was bountifully rewarded by the duke; which his stew- 
ard observing, thought to make use of his bounty, 
presented him with a very fair horse ; the duke, being a 
very wise discreet man, perceived the project, and gave 
him nothing for it. So will God deal with all merit- 
mongers, who think by their good works to purchase 
heaven, which cannot be, the work being finite, the 
wages infinite; so that merit must needs be a mere 
fiction, sith there can be no proportion betwixt the work 
and reward. There is indeed mention made of a mercy- 
seat in the temple, but there was never heard of any 
school of merit, but in the chapel of Antichrist. 



MINISTERS TO BE CAREFUL TO PRACTISE WHAT THEY PREACH. 

IN a certain battle against the Turks, there was a 
bishop that thus encouraged the army; Play the 
men, fellow-soldiers, to-day, and I dare promise you, 
that if you die fighting, you shall sup to-night with God 
in heaven. If ow after the battle was begun, the bishop 



320 BIBLE ILLUSTRATIONS, 

withdrew himself; and when some <^ the soldiers en- 
quired among themselves, what was become of the 
bishop ; and why he would not take a supper with them 
that night in heaven ; others answered, this is fiisting- 
day with him, therefore he will eat no supper to-night 
though it were in heaven. Thus it is a sad thing when 
ministers like those Pharisees of whom Christ himself 
spake, shall say and do not, have tongues to speak by 
the talent, and hands that scarce act by the ounce, have 
heaven like that ridiculous actor of Smyrna at their 
tongue's end, but earth at their finger's end ; whereas 
Christ was full of grace as well as truth ; John Baptist 
a burning and a shining light; it was Origen's ju9%it et 
ge99ity his teaching and his living were both one ; and 
that is the best sermon surely that is digged out of a 
man's own breast, when he practiseth what he preach^th ; 
the want whereof occasioned Campian oiir jesuited coun- 
tryman to write, " Their ministers are most base." 



NO ANSWER TO PRAYER TILL SIN BE REMOVED. 

A MAN that is wounded, may cry and call upon the 
surgeon to give some ease of his pain ; but if he 
will not endure to have the splinter or the arrow-head 
pulled out that sticketh fast in the flesh, and causeth the 
grief, he may cry long enough, but all in vfin. And if 
people should pray to God to stay the rage and fury of 
the burning, when a house or town Is on fire, and them- 
selves in the meantime pour on oil, or throw on fuel, 
there will babut small hope of quenching the flame. So 
there can be no comfortable return of our prayers unto 
God till sin be removed ; it is but folly to seek unto God 
by prayer, till the partition wall of sin that is betwixt us 
and him be broken down : it is sin that crosseth and 
Linderetb the effect audfruitofprayer,like those heathens 
of whom the cy nc made this observation, that they 
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prayed indeed to their gods for health, but at the very 
same time when they prayed, they used such excess, as 
could not but greatly impair their health, and so wilfully 
deprived themselves of that they prayed for. 



TO DO TO OTHERS AS WE WOULD BE DONE BY. 

SEVBRUS, the Emperor, had that sentence of our Sa- 
viour often in his mouth, "Whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so to them," (Matt, 
vii. 12), and commanded it be proclaimed by the crier 
whensoever he punished such of his soldiers as had 
offered iiyury to others. And, without all doubt, for a 
man to do as he would be done by, is the royal law, the 
standard of equity, the golderi rule, according, to which 
we must square and frame all our actions and transac- 
tions with others. And were but men as faithful dis- 
ciples of active charity, as they are for the most part 
doctors of the passive, the work would soon be done. 
It is confessed that charity begins at home. How is 
that? In regard of order, but not in regard of time. 
For, so soon as a man begins to love himself, he must 
love his neighbour as himself: neither may any man, at 
any time, hide himself from his own flesh, that is, from 
his neighbour of the same stock with himself. 

GOD EXERCISING THE GRACES OP HIS CHILDREN. 

THE nurse goeth aside from the child to teach it to 
find its feet, and see how it will go alone. The 
eagle, when her young ones are fledged, turneth them 
out of the nest, not bearing them on her wings, as at 
other times she was wont to do, but that she may inure 
them to fly, flieth from them, and leaveth them to shift 
for themselves. Thus God seems to withdraw himself 
from his children, to exercise those excellent graces of 
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patience and confidence in him, like tapers that burn 
clearest in the dark; to teach them to swim without 
bladders, and go without crutches ; as not to trust in 
themselves, so not to trust in the means, but in Him 
that worketh by them, and can as well work for them, 
without them, when they faiL 



HOW EVERY GOOD CHRISTIAN IS TO ORDER HIS UFE. 

IT is said of the Israelites, in their travels through the 
wilderness, that they wandered like pilgrims with- 
out house or home, they fought like soldiers the battles 
of the Lord, and they called upon the name of the Lord 
their God, who heard them in the midst of their distress. 
And thus it is that every good Christian is to order his 
life as a pilgrim, not seeking high things for himself, but 
having food and raiment therewith to rest contented ; 
as a Christian soldier, not to be ashamed to confess the 
faith of Christ crucified, but to fight manfully under his 
banner against the three arch-enemies of mankind, the 
world, the flesh, and the devil. Lastly, ai^ the true 
servant of God, to tread often upon the threshold of his 
sanctuary, to frequent his ordinances, to be always in 
such a frame of spirit as to bless, and praise, and mag- 
nify, and speak good of his holy name. 



THE TRUE BELIEVER HEEDETH NOT THE SCOFFS OF MEN. 

NOAH is commanded by God to make such a vessel as 
should save him and his from a flood which should 
drown all the world beside. He sets upon the work, the 
people laugh at him, and think the poor old man doated, 
and had dreamed, not as we say, of a dry summer, but 
a wet winter, and that he was no wiser than the Prior 
of St. Bartholomews, who, upon a vain prediction of an 
addle-headed astrologer, went and built him a house at 
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Harrow-on-the-hill, to secure himself from a supposed 
flood which that astrologer had foretold. Many a broad 
jest, many a bitter scoff was, no doubt, broken upon 
Noah; yet for all that he went not only about, but 
through the work that God had enjoined : so did Abra- 
ham, Lot, David. Isaiah, chap. xx. ; Jeremiah, chap. 
xix. ; Ezekiel, chap. iv. ; Hosea, chap. i. ~And thus he 
that truly feareth Gk)d, careth not for the affronts of 
men ; he is a fool, we say, that will be laughed out of 
his coat, but he is a fool indeed that will be laughed out 
of his skin, nay out of his soul, out of his eternal salvation, 
because he is loath to be laughed at by lewd and wicked 
men. No, no, the true fear of God will make a man set 
light by such paper-shot ; it will carry him through the 
pikes, not of^ evil tongues only, but of the most eager 
opposition that either Satan himself, or any limb of his, 
shall at any time be able to raise against him. 



THE POWER OP GOD'S WORD. 

WHEN one Heniy Sutphen was preacher at Bremen, 
the holy Roman Catholics were not idle, but sent 
their chaplains to hear every sermon, that so they might 
entrap him in his words. But God (whose footsteps are 
in the midst of the flood) would have his marvellous 
power to be seen in them, by the conversion of them ; 
insomuch, that the greatest part that were sent to 
hearken, did openly witness his doctrine to be the truth 
of God, against which no man could contend, and such 
as in all their life they had not heard, persuading them 
also that sent them, that forsaking all impiety, they 
should adhere to the word of God, and believe the same, 
if they would be saved. Thus, it is good to come and 
hear the word, though it be with ill intent, to sit under 
the ordinance, though a man be, as it were, upon thorns 
all the while he is there; they that come to see fashions, 
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as Moses came.to the bush, may be called as he was ; thej 
that come to sleep, as old father Latimer said in a sermon 
before King Edward VI. may be catched napping ; they 
that come with a resolution to steal, peradventure the 
first word they hear may be, Thou shalt not steal ; or, 
Let him that hath stole, steal no more, and so become 
Iionest men ; they that are sent upon any wicked design, 
as Saul's messengers were to take David, the spirit of 
God may come upon them ; and they that come to catch 
at the preacher, may be catched themselves, as Augus- 
tine was by St Ambrose ; lastly, they that come as it were 
in despite of Christ, may become lovers of Christ, as the 
officers that were sent to apprehend Christ, were so 
taken with his parts, their malice being turned to ad- 
miration, that they were made proclaimers of his divine 
excellencies, saying, Nevei* man spake like this man. 

THE GREAT WORK OF REPENTANCE NOT TO BE DELAYED. 

GOD spake thus to Noah, An hundred and twenty 
years hence will I bring in a flood that shall drown 
the whole world ; and therefore if thou wilt be saved, 
^o thy way out of hand and build thee such an ark as I 
will shew thee. Gen.vi. He was then five hundred years 
old and might have thought thus with himself, I am five 
hundred years old, and it will yet be one hundred years 
and upwards before the flood do come : why, I may be 
dead and rotten in my grave before that time, or at 
least very near the end of my days ? And who would go 
moil and toil so about building a vessel of such bulk and 
bigness to prolong his life for so short a time ? And if it 
must needs be done, I may go and take pleasure for 
these hundred years yet, and then set upon it twenty or 
ten years before, and get more help then, and despatch 
it the sooner. But Noah did not, he could not, he durst 
not defer the doing of it, but fells his wood*, saws out his 
planks, hews out his tiniber, and, so falls to work. The 
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same case is ours, God foretells us, that a second general 
destruction shall come, not by water, but by fire, the 
fiercer element of the twain, which even heathens have - 
taken notice of; and that none shall then be saved, but 
those that have a spiritual temple, or sanctuary built in 
their souls, an house for the blessed spirit to dwell in, 
as hard and difiicult a work as ever the making of the ark 
was; for before the spiritual building can be raised, we 
must pull down an old frame, of the' devil's rearing, that 
standeth where it must stand, and rid the place of the 
rubbish and remainders of it Let us then &11 to work 
betime, for we are so far from being able to promise to 
ourselves a hundred years, that we cannot assure our- 
selves of one hour, no not of one minute. 



SPIRITUAL AND CORPOREAL BLINDNESS, THEIR DIFFERENCE. 

A BLIND boy, that had suffered imprisonment at Glou- 
cester not long before, was brought to Bishop 
Hooper, the day^before his death. Mr. Hooper, after he 
had examined him of his faith, and the cause of his im- 
prisonment, beheld him very steadfastly, and tears stand- 
ing in his eyes, said unto him, Ah ! poor boy, God hath 
taken from thee thy outward sight, upon what consider- 
ation He in his divine wisdom best knows ; but he'hath 
given thee another sight much more precious ; for He 
hath endued thy soul with the spiritual eye of under- 
standing. O happy change.! doubtless there is a wide 
difference betwixt corporeal and spiritual blindness; 
though every man be blind by nature, yet the state of 
the spiritually blind is more miserable than that of the 
other blind ; the bodily blind is led either by his servant, 
wife, or dog, but the spiritually blind is misled by the 
world, the flesh, and the devil: the one will be sure to get 
a seeing guide ; but the other follows the blind guidance 
of his own lusts, till they both tumble into the ditch ; 
29 
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the want of corporeal eyes is to many divinum bonum, 
albeit humanuin malum; but the want of faith's eyes, is 
the greatest evil which can befall man in this life : for 
reason is the soul's left eye, faith the right eye, without 
which it is impossible to. see the way to God. Heb. xi. 6. 



A GOOD CONSCIENCE, A MAN'S BEST FBIEND AT THE LAST. 

IT is a witty parable, which one of the fathers hath of a 
man that had three friends, two whereof he loved 
entirely, the third but indifferently; this man being 
called in question for his life, sought help of his friends; 
the first would bear him company some part of his way ; 
the second would lend him some money for his journey, 
and that was all they would or could do for him ; but 
the third, whom he least respected, and from whom he 
expected least, would go all the way, and abide all the 
while with him ; yea, he would appear with him, and 
plead for him. This man is every one of us, and our three 
friends are, the flesh, the world, and our own conscience. 
Now, when death shall summon us to judgment, what 
can our friends after the flesh do for us, they will bring 
us some part of the way to the grave, and further they 
cannot ; and of all the worldly goods which we possess, 
what shall we have ? What will they afford us ? Only 
a shroud, and a coffin, or a tomb at the most But a 
good conscience will live and. die with us, or rather live 
when we are dead ; and when we rise again, it will ap- 
pear with us at God's tribunal ; and when neither friends 
nor a full purse can do us any good, then a good con- 
science will stick close to us. 



THE DANGEROUS SPREADING NATURE OF SIN. 

AMONGST many other diseases that the body is incident 
unto, there is one that is called by the name.of 
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gangrene, which doth altogether aflfect the joints, agai hst 
which there is no remedy but to cut off that joint where 
it settled, otherwise it will pass from joint to joint, till 
the whole body is endangered. Such is the nature of 
sin, which unless it be cut off in the first motion, it 
proceedeth unto action, from action to delectation, from 
delight unto custom, and from that unto habit ; which 
(being as it were, a second nature) is never, or very 
hardly removed without much prayer and fasting. 



THE PLOTS OP THE WICKED RECOIL ON THEMSELVES. 

MAXENTius, that cruel tyrant, coming with an army 
against Constantine the Great; to deceive him and 
his army, he caused his soldiers to make a great bridge 
over the Tiber, where Constantine should pass, and 
cunningly laid planks on the ships, that, when the army 
came upon the planks, the ships should sink, and so 
drown the enemy ; but Maxentius hearing of Constan- 
tine's sudden approach, in a rage rushed out of the gates 
of Rome, and commanded his followers to attend him, 
and through ftiry forgetting his own work, led a few 
over his bridge, and the ships sinking, himself and his 
followers were all drowned. Thus it is that the mischiefs 
of wicked men fall usually upon their own heads, their . 
plots recoil upon themselves, they do but as it were twist 
the cord to hang themselves, whilst they dig a pit for . 
others, the earth falling in beats out of their own brains. 
This is that retaliation which Christ threatens, and that 
David asserteth. Most just it is that he which breweth 
mischief should have the first draught of it himself. 



NO PEACE WITH SIN. 

CRCESUS being taken captive of Cyrus, used this one 
reason to prefer peace before war, namely, because 
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in the time of peace the children might In all likelihood 
boiy their parents ; but in war the parents with much 
heaviness buried their children. ]!Tow in the spiritaal 
war&re we may use the same argument, to prefer war 
before peace, because in peace our children and wicked 
offipring, that is, our sins, do, as it were, bury us alive; 
whereas if we make but war against them, we bury 
them, and get peace with Gk>d ; so that he which bath 
peace with his sins, the Lord proclaimeth war against . 
him, the issue whereof will be most uncomfortable. 



THE GOOD MAN'S GOMFOBT IN DEATH. 

IT is reported of St. Anselm, that riding abroad, a hare 
that was almost hunted to death, squatted down 
betwixt his horse's legs. The good man conceiving 
that the poor languishing creature made to him for 
shelter, relieved her from the rage and violence of the 
huntsman and his dogs. They that stood by wondered 
that he should spoil their game, and some of them 
laughed at it ; which the good man perceiving, wept, 
and said unto them. My friends, this is no laugjiing 
matter ; and thus he applied it : This hare may very 
well be compared to every Christian soul when he is at 
the point of death ; then it is that the devil labours all 
that he can to make his passage out of this world un- 
uncomfortable ; then it is that ]!febuchadnezzar-like he 
heats the oven of his persecution seven times hotter 
than before ; and then it is that, like a subtile sophister, 
he brings out his strongest arguments to drive the poor 
soul to desperation. In the midst of this great extremity, 
the poor soul looks about for comfort but finds none, — 
none in any outward things, miserable comforters are 
they all ; but then by the eye of faith looking up unto 
Jesus, is rescued out of the snares of the devil and is 
saved. 
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WISDOM'S WATS BOUOH AT THB a£GINNINO, BUT PLEASANT 
IN THB END, 

AN heifer that is not used to the yoke struggles, the 
yoke pincheth the neck, but after a while she 
carries it more gently; a new suit, though never so 
well fitted to a man's body, is not so easy the first day 
as aftier it is worn awhile ; two mill-stones, after they be 
made fit, do not grind so well at the first as aft;erwards. 
As we see it is with a man when he goes to bathe him- 
self in the midst of summer, there is a trembling of his 
body when he first puts into the water, but after he hath 
drenched himself all over, he is not sensible of any cold 
at all ; so the way of piety and religion is irksome srt the 
first, but after it gives great comfort and contentment. 
It is called a yoke, grievous when a man takes it up, 
but after it is borne awhile, both easy and light It is 
a straightway, yet try it, do but digest the difficulty of 
the entrance, and then thy feet shall not be straitened, 
thou shalt find more and more enlargement, every day 
more comfort than another. 



WICKED MEN GOD'S INSTRUMENTS FOR THE GOOD OF HIS 
PEOPLE. 

LEWIS of Granada, that devout Spaniard, maketh men- 
tion of a very poor diseased man dwelling in Italy, 
that was brought so low that he could stir neither hand 
nor foot ; and seeking for a skilful physician to heal him, 
he found a potent enemy to torment him, who, to add 
unto his misery, cast him into prison, and there kept 
him with a very small allowance of bread and water, so 
much only as should keep body and soul together. But 
. it so happened that there being a change of government 
in that province, he was released from his imprisonment 
and his disease together ; for the want of food, intended 
29* 
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to take away his life, proved the only remeay to preserve 
it. And thus it is that Gh)d makes use of wicked men 
for his people's good. The yvdcked cast them into the 
furnace, thinking to destroy them, but they rise out 
thence more glorious than before ; they plough deep 
furrows on the backs of God's people, but that makes 
them more fruitful in good works ; put them to death, 
that proves their advantage ; vex, grieve, trouble, and 
torment them, yea, do what they can do, they are still 
gainers, not losers; so true is that of the Apostle, All 
things work together for the best for them that love God. 



MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL TO BE OF QODLT LHTES AND 
CONVERSATION. 

AS the Jews, in their preparation for the Passover, 
did for four hours search out all leaven out of 
their houses, and then for two hours cast it out ; and, 
lastly, cursed all the leaven that they had not seen and 
could not find : So let all the priests of the Lord's house, 
all the ministers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, be care- 
ful to search, to purge, and to execrate all the leaven 
of wilful and reigning sin, and to oppose and mortify 
the least sins, that so they may be priests after God's 
own heart, stars in God's right hand, such as Gregory 
of Nazianzus, of whom Basil speaks, that he did thun- 
.der in his doctrine, and lighten in his conversation, and 
that, having an inward principle of the light of holiness 
in them from Christ, they may shine out holily unto 
others, not only in the pulpit and prayer, but in the 
whole course of their lives also. 



EVERY PROPANE MAN A CURSE TO THE PLACE HE LIVES IN. 



B 



IAS the philosopher, being at sea in a great tempest 
with a number of men, some of them very rake- 
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shames and naught, they begMi (as men in such a case 
usually do) to call upon their gods ; which he perceiv- 
ing, comes to them and saith, Sirs, hold your peace, 
lest the gods take notice that; you are here, and so not 
only you, but we also suffer for your sakes. And it is 
observed that St. John leaped out of the bath because 
Cerinthus was there; his reason was lest the bath should 
fall for his sake only, being a wretched blasphemous 
heretic. Thus it is, that a wicked man, though he thinks 
he hurts nobody but himself, is a plague and a curse to 
the place he lives in ; let him be never so noble, never 
so honourable, poteilt, or wealthy, if he be a profane 
man, a lewd loose libertine, he subjecteth the place of 
his abode to the wrath of God, and hasteneth bis judg- 
ments thereon. 



HAPPINESS OP HIM THAT HATH THE LORD TO BE HIS GOD. 

ST. Augustine gives an account of one that passing by 
a stately house which had fair domains about it, and 
asking another that he met, to whom that house and land 
belonged ? He answered, to such a one. O, says he, 
that 's a happy man indeed. No, says the other, not so 
hat)py as you think, for it is not such happiness to have 
that house and land ; but he is happy indeed that hath 
the Lord t6 be his God: it is a privilege that exceeds all 
things whatsoever : for he that hath honour and riches 
may go to hell notwithstanding, but he that hath God 
to be his God is sure to be everlastingly happy. 



IMPORTANCE OP CATECHIZING THE YOUNG. 

THE Jewish Rabbins observe a very strict method in 
the instruction of children and others, according to^ 
their age and capacity. At five years old they were called 
sons of the law, to read it. At thirteen they were called 
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sons of the precept to UDderstand the law, then they 
received the Passover as a sacrament, (for even children 
did eat it, as a remembrance of their deliverance out of 
Egypt) and then also they.were purified. At fifteen years 
old, they came to be Talmudists, and went to deeper 
points of the law, and Talmudick doubts. Thus did the 
Jews, and let not Christians lag behind them, in pro- 
pagating the truths of Jesus Christ their Master. Let 
children be well instructed, principled, and catechized 
in the fundamentals of the Christian religion ; for with- 
out catechizing, the people perish in the want of knowl- 
edge, and become fit subjects for every priest, Jesuit, 
and sectary to work upon. The papists have confessed 
that all the ground we have gotten of them is by cate- 
chism ; and the little ground they have gotten of us, is 
by a more diligent requiring and practising of it. In a 
word, catechizing is as well a family as a church duty; 
were but the family well instructed, the minister would 
have less work to do ; there would not be so many un- 
catechized heads, nor so many weather-cock Christians, 
as now are to be found amongst us. 



SUBMISSION TO THE WILL OF GOD. 

THERE is a story of two neighbours, the one of them 
threw himself upon the providence of God in all 
things ; but the other by his industry and pains would 
be making out a fortune to himself, so that if anything 
fell cross, he would do nothing but murmur and repine. 
Now so it happened, that the grounds and granaries of 
the one were fertile and full, of the other barren and 
empty. Many wondered at it, but one wiser than the 
rest made answer : Do not marvel at this thing, the one 
hath enough because he dependeth on God, the other 
little enough, because he will be wiser than God who 
disposeth all things. And many such there are now-a- 
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days to be found amongst us, such as. although they 
pray daily, " Thy will be done," yet are restless and 
discontented if it be not done according to their own 
will. Whereas all true children of God submit them- 
selves to his most wise, powerful, and good will ; and 
that too, like the good old patriarch Jacob, even in 
those things which may seem unjust, in such things as 
may thwart and cross their intentions, well knowing 
that to throw themselves upon Gk)d's will, is the readiest 
way to have their own will in all things. 



NO SALVATION BUT BY THB MERCIES OF QOD IN CHRIST 
JESUS. 

rBRB is a story of one, that falling asleep, dreamed 
that he was in a large field, hedged in on all sides 
with thunder, lightning, hail-storms, and the like tem- 
pestuous weather, and that he saw certain houses afar 
off^; and making towards one of them, craved admittance 
till the storm were over. "What art thou ? said the master 
of the house ; I am such a one, says he, telling his name. 
And I, says the master, am called Justice ; thou must 
not look for any comfort from mie, but rather the con- 
trary. At another house he was answered. That there 
dwelt Truth, one that he never loved, and must there- 
fore expect no shelter there. Well, he goes to the third, 
the house of Peace, and there he finds the like enter- 
tainment. In the midst of this distraction, he lights 
upon the house of Mercy, and there humbly desiring 
entrance, was made welcome and refreshed. This may 
be but a dream, imaginary ; yet the application is a real 
truth. . Then thus, it is not the sewing up together of 
some few fig-leaves of merit, as some suppose, that will 
cover the nakedness of a poor distressed soul, nor the 
outward varnish and goodly splendour of moral virtues 
and humane performances, as others think, that can 
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add anything of comfort to the wounded conscience. 
When the habitations of Justice, Truth, and Peace, are 
bolted fast upon the drooping soul, then are the gates 
of Mercy wide open to receive it ; there being no salva^ 
tion, but by the mercies of God in Christ Jesus. 



AN HYPOCRITE BEING TRUE TO NONE, IS BELOVED OF NONE. 

THE grifSln in the fable, when the battle was to be 
fought betwixt the beasts of the field and the fowls 
of the air, would partake of neither side, but stood 
neutral, until he could perceive which side did get the 
best of the day ; and therefore showed his fore part like 
a fowl, unto the birds, and his back, like a four-footed 
beast, unto the beasts, thereby to gull them both ; but 
his deceit being perceived by both, he was hated and 
rejected of both^ as unworthy to be trusted on either 
side. Thus it fares with the hypocrite, who being de- 
sirous to serve two masters, and to' retain the favour 
both of God and the world, is hated both of God and 
the world. The devil hates him, because he retaineth 
unto Christ, and Christ hates him much more, because 
he doth but only retain unto him. The world cannot 
abide him, because he professeth godliness ; and God 
can worse abide him, because he doth but profess it. 
Neither of them doth love him, because he hath been 
true to neither, nor yet indeed unto himself, but hath 
betrayed Christ for the world's sake, and the world for 
Christ's sake, ahd himself for sin and Satan's sake. 



MERCIES OP GOD IN CHRIST JESUS TO BE SOUGHT WHILE 
THEY MAY BE FOUND.^ 

HE that intends to speak with any one in a well-for- 
tified castle, must come by day whilst the draw- 
bridge is down, otherwise being once up, there will be 
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tio entrance at all. Thus many a man loeeth mercy, 
as Saul did his kingdom, by not discerning the time. 
Esau came too late, and the foolish virgins did not lay- 
hold upon the first opportunity. He therefore that re- 
solves for heaven,, must in the time of this life make 
good his passage, strive to enter whilst the bridge of 
mercy is let down : for if it be once drawn up, there is 
no by-ward, no loop-hole to creep in at. And that soul 
must needs then be exposed to the justice of Gk)d, where 
mercy hath shut up her tender bowels of compassion. 



THB BENEFIT OF MEDITATION. 

WAX, when it is laid in cold places, becomes so hard 
and stifi^ that it will break rather than bend ; but 
being laid in the sun becomes soft and pliable, fit for 
any impression. So when we neglect the duty of medi- 
tation on good things, our hearts being changed from 
God, wax hard and obdurate ; but when by meditation, 
we draw nigh unto him, the beams of his favour shining 
upon our hearts do make them soft and flexible, and 
fit for any holy impression that he shall be pleased to 
stamp upon them. 



PROSPERITY OF THE WICKED NOT TO BE ENVIED. 

WHEN a soldier was to die for taking a bunch of grapes 
against the general's command, and going to ex- 
ecution, he went eating his grapes. One of his fellows 
rebuked him, saying: What? are you eating your grapes 
now? The poor man answers, I prithee, friend, do not 
envy me these grapes, for they do cost me dear ; so they 
did indeed, for they cost him his life. Thus let no man 
envy the prosperity of the .wicked, nor fret at the men 
of this world who live in pleasure, and wallow in the 
sensual delights of this life, they know no better, they 
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seek after no better things ; there is little cause why 
any man shonld grudge what they have, for they must 
give a sad account of what they have received, and pay 
dear at the last ; even (without God's preventing mercy) 
the loss of their immortal souls to idl eternity. 



FEW OB NO FUENDS TO BE FOUND IN TIME OF ADVEBSFTT. 

AS it is with the deer that is hunted, when the hunts- 
man goes into the park, he rouses the whole herd, 
and they all run together ; but if one be shot, and they 
see the blood run down, they will soon push him out of 
their company. Or, as a man being in his travel upon 
the road, and there being a sun-dial set up in the way, 
if the sun shine, he will step out of his way to take notice 
of it ; but if the sun do not shine he will go by a hundred 
times and never regard it. So let but the sun of pros- 
perity shine upon a man, then who but he? he shall 
have friends more than a good many ; but if a' cloudy 
day come and take away the sunshine, he may easily 
number his acquaintance. And so when a man goes on 
'H the credit of the world, he shall be welcome into all 
companies, and much made of by every one ; but if he 
come once to be shot, and disgrace put upon him, then 
he shall soon perceive a cloud in every man's face, no 
one so much as regarding him. 



NATUBAL WANTS AND WEAKNESSES NOT TO HINDEB DIVINE 
MEDITATION. 

MEN that are sick and weakly in their bodies, do not 
altogether abstain from food and physic, but rather 
use them, that they may recover their strength again ; 
and though their appetit3 is small, yet they force them- 
selves, that by eating a little and a little, they may 
regain it. Shall a man that is dim-sighted, shut the 
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windows because the house is dark ? Shall he not rather 
open them, to let in the light, that he may the better 
see to go about his business ? And the colder a man feels 
himself the more needful he thinks it to come to the 
fire, and warm himself, or use some exercise, that so he 
may recpver his natural Leat Thus, in like manner, the 
' si^t of our own natural wants and weaknesses is not a 
sufficient plea to bar us from the exercise of divine 
meditation, but rather incite us thereunto, it being an 
excellent means to clear up our sight, to enlighten our 
minds with more knowledge, to get spiritual health and 
strength, and to warm our cold and frozen hearts, that 
so, by Qod's assistance, we may perform service unto him 
with more heat of godly zeal and fervour of devotion. 



THE GONSIDBBATION OF OOD'S OBfNIPRESENCI TO BE A 
BE8TBAINT FBOM SIN. 

IT is the persuasion of Seneca to his friend Lucilius, 
for the better keeping of himself within compass of 
his duty, to imagine that some great man — some strict, 
quick-sighted, clear-brained man — such as Cato or Laelius 
did still look upon him. And being come to more perfec- 
tion, would have him to fear no man's presence more than 
his own, nor any man's testimony above that of his own 
conscience; and adds this reason, because he might flee 
from another, but not from himself, and escape another's 
censure, but notthe censure of his own conscience. Thus, 
did not men set God before their eyes, and always remem- 
ber that his eyes are upon them, it would be a notable 
bridle to pull them back, and to hold them up when they 
are ready to fell into any sin ; it would make them to watch 
over themselves, that they did not do any wickedness 
in his sight, who is greater than their consciences, and 
so upright in his judgments, that though conscience 
may be silenced for a time, and give no evidence, or be 
30 " ' ' 
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a fiftlse witneas totlietrQtli,yetiti8imposnbIetoe8capa 
his senteoce, either by flight or any appeal whatever. 



STRONG AND WEAK FAITH. 

AS two ships sailing together, the one sonnd and well 
tackled; Ibe other lealdng and wanting sails, 
though both do arrive at the same port ; yet not both 
alike disposed; the one comes in merrily and confidently, 
the other with much difficulty and doubting. So the 
strong in faith doth cheerfully walk towards Heaven, 
go on comfortably and with full assurance, when they 
of little fitith do but, as it were, creep thither with many 
doubts, great fears, and small joy ; and therefore as it is 
no wisdom for any man to continue poor that may be 
rich, or to live in fear, when he may be free from it; so 
it is no point of wisdom, no piece of Christian prudence 
for a man to content himself with a weak faith, when 
by any means he may increase it 



THE COMPANY OP THE WICKED TO BE AVOIDED. 

IT was once the prayer of a good gentlewoman, when 
she was to die, being in much trouble of conscience ; 
" O Lord, let me not go to hell, where the wicked are ; for 
Lord, thou knowest I never loved their company here." 
The same in effect, though not the same in words, was 
that of holy David, " Lord, gather not my soul with sin- 
ners." Thus if men would not have their souls gathered 
with wicked men hereafter, they must take heed of join- 
ing with them here ; can God take it well at any man's 
hands, to go and shake hands with his enemies ? God 
himself will not so much as reach out His hand to the 
wicked. Why then should any of us do so ? Can we be 
in any place where we see God dishonoured, and sit still 
as though not concerned therein ? Certainly, the sight 
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of sin^ whonsoever, or by whomsoever it is committed, 
should cause horror in the soul, it should make us for- 
bear coming into such wretched company. 



ETERNITY ALONE WILL SATISFY THE GRACIOUS SOUL. 

WHEN there were several attempts made upon Luther 
to draw him back again to the Romish side, one 
proposed a sum of money to be offered unto him ; no, 
that will not do, says another, that German beast cares 
not for money, nor any temporal thing whatsoever, and 
so they ceased any further tampering that way. Such 
was the Christian resolution of those forty martyrs under 
the persecution of Licinius the emperor, a. d. 300, that 
when Agricolaus, his chief governor, and one of the 
devil's prime agents, set upon them by several ways to 
renounce Christ, and at last tempted them with money 
and preferments, they all cried out with one consent, 
eternity ! eternity ! give money that may last for ever, 
and glory that may never fade away. Nothing but 
Jesus Christ and him crucified will serve St. Paul's 
turn ; and thus it is, that nothing but eternity will satisfy 
the gracious soul. Let all the world, the Inings of heaven 
and earth, present themselves to the soul by way of 
satisfaction, it will say. What are ye? Temporal, or 
eternal ? If temporal, away with them ; but if they 
bring eternity along with them, if the inscription of 
eternity be set on them, then it closes with them, and 
is satisfied in the sweet enjoyment of them. 

VANITY OP ALL EARTHLY THINGS. 

ABALBNSis, setting out the vanity of all worldly ex- 
cellency, observes that those who have been the 
most glorious in what maii accounts excellent, have 
had inglorious ends, whereby their splendour hath been 
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much eclipsed — as in Bamson for strength, and whsA, a 
eoutemptible end had he ? Absalom for heauty ; Ahitc»- 
phel for policy ; Asahel for swiftness ; Alexander the 
Great for conquests — yet poisoned in the end ; and he 
instanceth also in kingdoms, as that of the Assyrian, 
the Chaldean, Persian, Grecian, and Roman ; how soon 
were they gone ? Such, then, is the vanity of all tem- 
poral things, compared with those eternal ; the beauty 
of all worldly things being but as a fair picture drawn 
upon the ice that melts away with it. 

" OrowDs hare their periods, length of days their date. 
Triumphs their tombs. Felicity its Fate/' 

CONSTANCY IN THE PERFORMANCE OF HOLT DUTIES MAKES 
THEM EAST. 

IT is easy to keep that armour bright which is daily 
used, but hanging by the walU till it be rusty it will 
take some time and pains to furbish it up again. If an 
instrument be daily played upon, it is easily kept in tune ; 
but let it be but a while neglected, and cast in a corner, 
the strings and frets break, the bridge flies off, and no 
small labour is required to bring it into order again ; and 
thus also it is in things spiritual, in the performance of 
holy duties, if we continue them with a settled constancy, 
they will be easy, familiar, and delightful to us ; but if 
once broken off, and intermitted, it is a new work to 
begin again, and will not be reduced to the former 
estate, but with much endeavour and great difficulty. 

MEN TO BE PROVIDENT CHRISTIANS. 

IT is said, that in the days of Solomon, Judah and 
Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine, and 
under his fig-tree, from Dan even to Beersheba, L e. from 
one end of the country to the other. But then at the 
very next verse following, it is said, "And Solomon had 



BIBLE ILLUSTRATIONS. 341 

forty thousand stitUs of horses for his chariots, and 
twelve thousand horsemen." What ! peace and plenty, 
horses and horsemen, how can they stand together? 
No doubt, but this was one of the greatest points of 
Solomon's wisdom, to foresee a danger, and shun it; in 
times of peace, to provide for war. And thus it must 
be the care of all good Christians to be provident Chris- 
tians, with Joseph, in times of plenty to lay up for times 
of death ; now in the strength of youth, to provide for 
the weakness of age ; now in the time of gospel-light 
and knowledge, to be stocked and stored with graces 
and gospel-promises to live upon in worse times. 



CHRISTIAN PERFECTION TO BE ATTAINED BY DEGREES. 

METEORS, soon after their first appearing, make the 
greatest show; a fire of thorns, as soon as it is 
kindled, gives the fairest blaze, and makes the most 
noise and crackling, and both of them decrease by little 
and little, till they disappear, whereas the morning light 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day. Mush- 
rooms come to their perfection in one night's growth, 
but trees of righteousness of God's right planting, are 
still in growth, and bring forth most fruit in old age.#Ps. 
xcii. 14. Summer fruits are soon ripe, and soon rotten ; 
but winter fruits last longer. And thus it is, that we 
must think to aspire unto perfection, but in a gradual 
way; not imagine that we can the first day, and in the 
beginning of our first conversion attain unto it; for as 
no man is made the worst at the first, so no man is 
made the best all at once; which made a good old Chris- 
tian * cry out, "I would not upon the sudden attain to 
my highest pitch, but grow towards it by little and lit-: 
tie." I have not yet attained (says the blesse*d apostle 
of the Gentiles), but I press toward the mark, &c., and 

* St, Bernard. 
30* 
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80 must we, from knowledge to knowledge, from virtue 
to virtue, from faith to faith, from one degree of grace 
to another, unto a perfect man, and unto the measure 
*of the stature of the fulness of Christ. Eph. iv. 18. 



A CHILD OF QOD BETTERED BT AFFLICTIONS.. 

STARS shine brightest in the darkest night ; torches 
are better for the beating ; grapes come not to the 
proof till they come to the press : spices smell sweetest 
when pounded ; young trees root the faster for shaking; 
vines are the better for bleeding; gold looks the brighter 
for scouring; glow-worms- glisten best in the dark; 
juniper smells sweetest in the fire ; pomander becomes 
most fragrant for chasing; the palm-tree proves the 
better for pressing ; camomile, the more you tread it, 
the more you spread it. Such is the condition of all 
God's children ; they are then most triumphant, when 
most tempted ; most glorious, when most afflicted ; most 
in the favour of God, when least in man's; as their con- 
flicts, so their conquests ; as their tribulations, so tiieir 
triumphs. True salamanders, tha.t live best in the ftir- 
nace of persecution ; so that heavy afflictions are the 
best benefactors to heavenly affections. And where 
afflictions hang heaviest, corruptions hang loosest; and 
grace that is hid in nature, as sweet water in rose 
leaves, is then most fragrant, when the fire of affliction 
is put under to distil it out. 



THE FORMAL CHRISTIAN DISCOVERED. 

LOOK but upon a pageant on some triumphant day, 
what a goodly show it makes without, how it is 
carried on men's shoulders. Oh, but look then again 
within it, and you shall find little substance, only a few 
gilded laths and pastebowds, things of small concern- 



BIBLE ILLUSTRATIONS. 843 

ment Then again, a Maypole stands on high, decked 
with ribbons and garlands on the top, gazed upon by 
all men. Oh, but it hath no rooting; no sap to preserve 
it. Such are all formal Christians, top and top-gallant, 
they have fiair gilded outsides, some certain general 
nations swimming in their heads, but as the apostle's 
phrase is, they are not rooted, not principled, their 
heads are uncatechized, and their hearts unsanctified, 
they make a goodly show, have abundance of form, but 
no power of godliness in them. 



GOD SHEWS MERCY ONLY FOR CHRIST JESUS' SAKE. 

DAVID, after his victory over the Philistines, calls Ziba 
before him, and asks him, " Whether there were 
'not yet any man left of the house of Saul, that he might 
do him kindness for Jonathan's sake ; '' whereupon they 
presented unto him Mephibosheth, a poor lame impo- 
tent man, who no sooner sees the king, but he falls on 
his face, and looks upon himself as a dead dog, far 
below the king's favour. " No matter," says the king, 
" fear not, for I will shew thee kindness for Jonathan's 
sake," &c. And thus if there be any forlorn Joseph 
that is fallen into the pit of despair, let him but cast up 
his eyes to the hills from whence cometh his salvation, 
and God will shew him mercy for Christ Jesus' sake. 
K there be any lame impotent Mephibosheth, any 
wounded spirit, any of the household of faith that is 
distressed, God will enquire after them, and do them 
good for Christ Jesus' sake. 



TO BLESS GOD FOR ALL. 

rpHBRB is a kind of dialogue betwixt one doctor Thau- 
X lerus, and a poor man that lay begging by the high- 
way side. " Good morrow, poor man," said the doctor. 
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" I never bad any bad mcHTow," siod the beggar. *^No ! " 
said the doctor, ^^ Thou art a miserable poor man ; thou 
art as good as naked, without any clotiies on thy back ; 
no friends, nor atiy one to relieve thee. How can it 
then be true that thou sayest, ^ Thou never hadst any 
bad morrow?'" "I'll tell you," says the beggwr, 
" whether I am sick or in health, whetiier it be warm 
or cold weather, whether I be clotiied or naked, ridi or 
poor, I bless God for all." " Oh, but friend," said the 
doctor, "what if Christ should oast thee into hell?" 
" If he should," says he, " I would be contented ; but I 
have two arms — the one of faith, the other of love — 
wherewith I would lay such fast hold on him, that I 
would have him along with me, and then I am sure 
that helj would be heaven if He were there." And 
thus it is that we should bless God at all times, in all- 
places, upon all occasions, and in all conditions, as well 
for years of dearth, as years of plenty ; times of war, 
as well as times of peace; for adversity, as well as 
prosperity ; in sickness and in health, in weal and in 
woe, in liberty and restraint, whether it be that the 
Lord giveth, or whether He taketh away, still to bless 
the name of the Lord. 



THE GREAT DANGER OP LIVING IN ANY ONE KNOWN SIN. 

rERE have been prodigals in all ages, such as having 
a fair inheritance, have lost it all upon one cast of 
the dice. A man may escape many wounds and shots 
in the wars, and yet may be killed at the last with the 
stab of a penknife, or the prick of a pin or needle. It is 
reported of Sir Francis Drake, that, having compassed 
the world, and being in a boat upon the Thames in a 
very rough tide, said — "What! have I escaped the 
violence of the sea, and must be now drowned in a 
ditch?" Thus many a man that hath escaped many 
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gross sins may, by some little secret lust, be deprived of 
the glory of the kingdom 6f heaven* Moses came within 
the sight of Canaan ; but for one sin — not sanctifying 
God's name at the water of Meribah — ^he never set foot 
within it. A great affliction it was, no doubt, unto him 
to be 00 near, and yet so £Etr off from entering. And no 
less will it be to any man, that for one sin — ^not sanctify- 
ing the name of God as he ought — shall come short of 
heaven ; not but that there may be some remainders of 
sin, and yet the heart be taken oflFfrom every sin ; but 
if there be any secret closing with any one sin, all the 
profession of godliness, and leaving all other sins, will 
be to no purpose, nor ever bring a man to happiness. 



RICH MEN TO BE MINDFUL OP WHAT THEY HAVE RECEIVED 
AT GOD'S HAND. 

ST. GitEOORY confeQseth thus much of himself, that 
never any sentence entered so deep into his doul, 
as that text, " Son, remember that thou, in thy lifetime, 
receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil 
things.*' And that as mrgite mortui was ever in St. 
Hierom's ear, and won in camesscUianibtM, not in surfeit- 
ing, in St Augustine's, by which he was first converted; 
for he, sitting in the See of Rome, when it was grown 
rich, and of great revenue, was, as he saith, still afraid 
of this text — "Whether his exalting into that chair 
might not be his recompense at God's hands, and all 
that ever he should receive from him fer all his service, 
his portion of earth, not tiie earnest of heaven." Thus 
did the good father. And would God his example 
herein might make a due impression, and work the like 
fear, in so many as have, in the eyes of all men, received 
the good things of this life ; for it is too apparent that 
divers that hath so received, and that, in a measure, 
even heaped up, and running over, carry themselves 
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80 without remembrance of themselves, as if no such 
simile were in all the Bible, tfs that of the needle's eye ; 
no such example as that of the rich glutton ; no such 
memento as that of Abraham to him ; but that they 
have learned a point of divinity, such as Abraham 
never knew, Balaam's divinity (it is to be feared) to 
love the wages of unrighteousness ; and yet th^ must 
needs into Abraham's bosom, and die tiie death of the 
righteous. 

SIN UNREPENTED OP HEAVY UPON THE SOUL AT THE TIME 
OP DEATH. 

A MASSY piece of timber floating upon the water may 
be easily drawn towards the shore so long as it 
swimmeth, any one may turn it this way or that way at 
pleasure ; but if it be once grounded, not many men can 
move it, but with great pains and industry. Thus man's 
life is the water; death the shore; and sin the piece of 
tim'ber. Whilst we live,in strength and health, borne up 
by the streams of worldly pleasure and delight, sin seems 
but light unto us, great sins appear as little sins ; and 
little sins as no sins at all : but at the time of our disso- 
lution when we are re^dy to touch upon the brink of 
death, then sin appears in its colours, in its true pro- 
portion ; small ones so great in the magnitude, light 
ones so ponderous in the weight, that the poor misera- 
ble sinner finds them a burthen unsupportable, too 
heavy for him to bear; and looking about for help, 
cries out, with St. Paul, " O, wretched man that I am, 
who shall deliver me from the body of this death ! " 



MINISTERS TO PREACH THE GOSPEL NOTWITHSTANDING THE 
DISCOURAGEMENTS OF THEIR AJIDITORY. 

TULLY maketh mention of Antimachus, a famous poet 
of his time, who, having penned some excellent 
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quaint piece, read it openly before a judicious auditory : 
but whether through disaffection to the person, or dis- 
regard of the poem, they all left him except Plato ; 
which he perceiving, resolved to go on, with this confi- 
dence, that Plato bein^ there alone, he cared not though 
all the rest were absent. Thus ministers are to preach 
the gospel of Christ, though they meet with many dis- 
couragements to the work of their min ^try ; though the 
congregation be so thin, that there may seem to be more 
pews and pillars in the church than people, and they 
as stupid and senseless in the matter of attention as the 
seats they sit on, some highway side, some thorny, some 
rocky hearers, yet for all that, there may be one Plato, 
one good grounded hearer, who may prove the crown 
of all his labours, and in whose conversion he shall 
have much cause of rejoicing before men and angels in 
heaven. 



THE HEARTS OF GOD'S CHILDREN ARE IN HEAVEN. 

IT is recorded of Edward the First, that he had a great 
desire to go to the Holy Land, but being hindered 
by a domestic war, he gave his son a strict charge upon 
his death-bed, that after his death he should cause his 
heart to be conveyed thither, and to that purpose he 
had prepared two-and-thirty thousand pounds to defray 
the.oharge, and ordered tihat seven-score knights with 
their several retinues should attend it there. Thus the 
saints and dear children of Gk>d, though they have not 
their bodies in heaven, yet their hearts are there ; they 
are like eagles, always mounting upwards, their treasure 
is in heaven, and there will their hearts be also ; they 
may have many weights of corruption without, that 
press them downwards, yet they have an inward prin- 
ciple that works upwards. A special work of God so 
ordering it, that their conversation is altogether in 
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heaven ; and that though with the charch they be black 
and dark in regard to their infirmities, yet they are like 
unto pillars of smoke that ascend upwards. • 



A HEAVENLY-MIMDED MAN LOOKS BEYOND AFFLICTIONS. 

TRAYILLBBS tell US, that they that are on the top of 
the Alps, may see great showeis of rain jBall under 
them, which they overlook, but not one drop of it comes 
at them. And he that is on the top of some high tower 
mindeth not the croaking of frogs and toads, the hiss- 
ing of serpents, adders, and the like venomous creatures 
that are below. Thus an heavenly-minded man, who 
dwells in heaven on earth, looks through and beyond 
all troubles and afflictions, rides triumphantly through 
the storm of disparagements; nay, he boldjy stares 
death in the face, though never so ugly disguised^ as 
Anaxarcbus said to the tyrant, Tunde, tundej Anaxar- 
chum rum tundis^ Beat him, and bruise him, and kill 
him it may, but he will keep up his soul in the very 
ruins of his body. 



THE SOUL OF MAN PRECIOUS IN THE SIGHT OF GOD. 

A SKILFUL jeweller having taken a great deal of pains 
to make up some exquisite piece of art, cannot 
choose but be much troubled, when he sees his work* 
manship fallen into the hands of children and fools that 
have no understanding, such as cannot value what work 
is, and therefore slight it Such a rare piece is the soul 
of man, framed by God after His own divine image, so 
precious and transcendent in the estimate, that the 
Spirit of God is, as it were, at a stand to find anything 
to equal it. What shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul ? Now, to speak after the manner of men, how is 
the Holy Spirit of God grieved, when that which he 



BIBLE ILLUSTRATIONS. 849 

hath made a temple for himself to dwell in, shall by 
sin be made a den of dragons, a cage of unclean birds, 
a harboar for impure thoughts ! to see that slighted, 
which himself holdeth so near and dearly beloved unto 
him. 



THE MYSTERY OF THE BLESSED TRINITY. 

IN a fired coal, there is the substance of the coal, the 
light of the coal, the heat of the coal, and yet but 
one fired coal ; so soon as the coal is fired, there are 
these three— substance, light, and heat ; so in the divine 
essence (though in a more transcendent way) is there, 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost Again it may be 
shadowed out in a man's self; as soon as ever he is 
bom into this world, he is a creature of God, a child to 
his parents, a subject to his prince, and yet he is but 
one ; so, so soon as ever that God is, (that is, from all 
eternity) he is Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, yet but 
one Gk)d. 



HOLY DUTIES GALL FOR HOLY PREPARATION. 

DAVID washeth his hands in innocency, before he com- 
passeth God's altar (Ps. xxvi. 6), and Job intending 
to sacrifice unto God, on the behalf of himself and his 
children, sends to them solemnly to prepare themselves, 
chap. i. ver. 5. Nay, the very heathens themselves would 
not admit any to come to their religious services, unless, 
they were first prepared ; as that of ^neas to his lather 
Anchises, upon his return from the wars, Tu genitor 
cape Bocra manu^ therefore they had one that cried out 
to the people, All you that are unclean and profane 
depart hence and come not near us. And shall Chris- 
tians then, who have learnt better things, fouch holy 
things with unholy hands, or unholy hearts ? No, they 
31 
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must not, they onghf not; holy duties call for holy 
preparation ; they must be sanctified within and wid^^ 
out, before they come to tiie performance of any \:l9t 
duty. It is true, that the duty sanctifies ; but it is as 
true, that the duty seldom sanctifies, unless men be 
sanctified for the duty ; and they get most holiness from 
the duty, who are most holy before they come to it. 



THE NECESSITY OP BEING POUND WITH CHRIST'S RIGHTEOUS- 
NESS. 

IT is the observation of St Ambrose, that Jacob, though 
he were not by birth the first-born, yet hiding him- 
self under his brother's clothes, and having put on his 
coat which smelled most sweetly, came into his father's 
presence, and got away the blessing from his elder 
brother : so it is very necessary that we lie hid under 
the precious pureness of Christ our elder brother, that, 
having the sweet savour of hie garments, our sins miay 
be covered with his perfections, and our unrighteoofl- 
ness with the robes of his righteousness, that so we may 
offer up ourselves unto God a living and acceptable 
sacrifice, not having our own righteousness, but that 
which is only to be found in Christ Jesus. 



GRACES OP THj: SPIRIT TO BE HELD FAST IN THE MIDST OP 
TEMPORAL LOSSES. 

AS it is with a man in a wreck at sea, when all is cast 
.overboard, the victuals that feed him, the clothes 
that should keep him warm, yet he swims to the shore 
with his life in his hand; or as it is with a valiant 
standard-bearer, that carries the banner in the time of 
l^attle, if he sees all lost, he wraps the banner about 
his body,*and chooseth rather to die in that as his wind- 
ing-sheet, than let any man take it from him, or spoil 
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him of it ; he will hold that fast though he lose his life 
with it. Thus, Job in all his troubles is said to hold 
fast his integrity, phapter ii., verse 8 ; and so must all 
of us do, hold our spirituals, w^hatsoever become of 
temporals. When wife and children, and friends, and 
liberty, and life, and all are going, say unto peace of 
conscience, to innocency and integrity, as Jacob said 
to the angel (whether they be those summer-graces of 
prosperity, as joy and thanksgiving; or the winter- 
graces of adversity, as patience and perseverance ; or 
the grace of humility, that is always in season), We 
will no,t let ye go ; for indeed there is no blessing with- 
out them. There 's not a man upon the face of the 
earth, but if he be of an heavenly temper and spiritual 
resolution, will, in the greatest storm, in the hottest 
assault, wrap himself round about with his integrity, 
and will not let it go till he go along with it. 



THE WICKED AT THE HOUR OF DEATH FORCED TO CONFESS 
GOD'S JUDGMENTS. 

IT is the report of a reverend divine* (now with God) 
concerning an Atheist in England: A young man, 
says he, was a Papist, but soon fell into dislike of their 
superstition : he became a Protestant, but that did not 
please him long ; England could not content him, he 
reels to Amsterdam, there he fell from one sect to an- 
other, till he lighted upon the Pamilists ; the first prin- 
ciple they taught him was this; there is no God; (as 
' indeed they had need to sear up their consciences, and 
dam up all natural light that turn Familists) hereupon 
he fell to a loose life, committed a robbery, was con- 
victed, condemned, and brought to die ; at the execution 
he desired a little time, uttering these words, " Say what 
you will, surely there is a God, loving to his friends, • 

* Dr. Westfield. 
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terrible to his enemies." And thus it is that the lewdest 
reprobates, the most wretched Atheists that spit in the 
fitce of heaven, and wade deepest in blood, are forced 
at the time of death, when they see the handwriting 
of Gk>d's judgments upon the wall, to confess there is 
a God, who is just in all his ways, and wondrous in all 
his worics. 



GOFS IMMUTABILITY. 

A MAN travelling upon the road, spies some great 
castle, somejtimes it seems to be nigh, another 
time afar off; now on tiiis hand, anon on that ; now 
before, by-and-bye behind; when all the while it 
standeth still unmoved. So a man that goes in a boat 
by water, thinks the shore moveth, whereas it is not 
the shore, but the boat that passeth away. Thus it is 
with God, sometimes he seemeth to be angry with the 
sons of men, another time to be pleased ; now to be at 
hand, anon at a distance ; now shewing the light of his 
countenance, by-and-bye hiding his face in displeasure ; 
yet he is not changed at all. It is we, not he that is 
changed ; He is immutable in his nature, in his coun- 
sels, and in all his promises ; whereas all creatures have 
and are subject to change, having their dependence on 
some more powerful agent, but God being only inde- 
pendent, is (as the school-men say) omnino immutabili9j 
altogether immutable. 
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AcccPTANCB of Sinners, throogb Christ, 121.. 

Adybrbitt, few friendi to be foand in time of, S3<k 

AFFncnoMS, carnal most be mortified, 68 ; to be set on heavenly things, 18^ 

AFrLicnoHS, God afflicts His people in mercy, 191 ; Ood's children afflicted to 
make them perfeeti 312 ; God sometimes afflicts His children to try their 
sincerity, 310 ; God's purpose in, 305; add to the beauty of a tme Christian, 
59; follow the godly in this life, 89; God present with believers in, 68; 
ibrmer mercies, a source of consolation nnder, 253; afflicted believers should 
be resigned, 7; patience under, 175 ; when light afflictions will not sanctify, 
God sends heavier, 817; God's time the best for deliverance from, 3; bene- 
fits and blessings o^ 36, 78, 95, 342 ; a heavenly-minded man looks beyond 
them, 348 ; afflictions of believers and Uie wicked contrasted, 137 ; the wicked, 
God's instmments in the affliction of believers, 108. 

Age, bow it becomes honourable, 224. 

Augbls, ministry of, 215. 

Amobb, a soft answer tnmeth siwny wrath, 198 ; not to oontinne in, 106. 

Apparbl, Christian, 170. 

AbmoItr of God, the whole, 63. 

AssuRAMCB of Salvation, the Saints', 64 ; obtidDable, 249 ; earnest prayer bringt 
it, 83. 

Athbism condemned, 137. 

Backwardmrss in the service of God reproved, 806. 

Bblibybrs, God's jewels, 147; should abound in good works, 46; will know 
each other in heaven, 33 ; paucity ot, 307. 

BiBLB, 100, 170; must be studied to know Christianity, 16; believers alone can 
understand it, 43. 

BLA1IBLBSSNK88 of life tnjoined, 119. 

Blbssikos, God the fountain-source of all, 168; God's blessing makes the poor- 
est fare rich, 9; blessings bestowed on the wicked as well as the good, 60. 

Blimdnbss, remedy for spiritual, 42 ; spiritual and corporeal, their difference, 325. 

BoPT, danger of being more careful for, than .the soul, 308; body and soul pun- 
ished together, 277. 

Cares and Crowns inseparable, 109. 

Catbchizing the young, importance of, 331. 

Cehsurkrs condemned, 12. 

Charity commended, 151; to the poor and needy, 191; to be shewn, 240; to 

be real, not verbal, 6 ; rewarded to the full, 274. 
Children should be trained in the fear of God, 24, 28. 

81* (853) 
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Christ, emiled the Word, 220; ander the gospel and ander the law, 164; Hia 
loTe, 189; Hit all-siifflcieney, 289; folly revealed io the New Testament, 4; 
His unsearchable riches, 313; His wisdom bejond comprehension, 56; joy- 
ful oominp; of Christ in the flesh, 263 ; oar surety, 34 ; a Saviour to the poor, 
146; love to Christ shonld be sapreme, 59; the believer's pattern, 49, 148; 
weakness of believers without Him, 299 ; alone the sinner's strength, 147 . 
necessity of being found with Christ's righteousness, 350 ; the only rest for 
the soul, 122 ; the only object of the devout soul, 162; alone to be preached, 
126 ; God only to be seen in Him, 3. 

Christiait, worth of a, 70 ; his dignity, 103 ; his oourage, 127 ; his desires, 29 ; 
his influence, 2; the silent Chrisdan, 15; true Christians are fruitful, 221 ; 
his growth when seemingly d«»d» 804; Obristlans to be active in God's 
eause, 159; God the object of his delight, 15; eonfident of victory, 138. 

CoLDNBSS in the cause of God reproved, 143. 

Comfort, no true, but in God, 92; to be found in God's promises, 223 ; Church's 
oomfort in time of trouble, 202 ; how the comforts of this life are abused, 256. 

ComfUKicANTS, unworthy, condemned, 86, 89. 

Company, evil to be shunned, 99. 

CompcBBioir of Christ, 100. 

CoNPiDCMCB in €k>d our Father, 45, 103 ; fltith produces it, 62 ; God's omnipres- 
ence a motive to, 282 ; Christian conildent of victory, 188. 

CoifSCiBMCB, 56; a register of all our actions, 199; peace of conscience, 19 ; its 
approval, 207 ; security of a good conscience, 27 ; great comfort of a good 
conscience, 159 ; a good conscience a man's best friend at the last, 826; hor- 
rors of a guilty conscience, 37, 78 ; the sad effects of a wounded conscience, 
107; hardenea by eontinuanee in sin, 246; spoils the mirth of the wicked, 
276. 

CoNSTARCT in the path of duty, 110, 304 ; in the performance of duties, makes 
them eosy, 340. 

CoNTBRTMBNT, 150; God's promises should lead to, 18; brevity of life should 
teach it, 297; humility produces it, 77; riches cannot secure it, 26; con- 
tentment and covetousness Inconsistent, 106. 

CoMTROVBRSiBS iu religion, sometimes dangerous, 185. 

Cohtrrsioh generally gradual, 197 ; mutual confession of sinners may lead to, 
236 ; to be real, must be lasting, 72 ; joy in heaven on the conversion of a 
sinner, 204. 

Coxvicnow of sin, from God only, 125. 

Corruption, natural, often left to keep us humble, 252. 

CoDRAGB, Christian, 187. 

CoTBTOUSNBSS never satisfied, 210 ; sad condition of the covetous at death, 206. 

Danger, Christian's safety in, 119; of the siniier. 111. 

Death, the end of nil, 151 ; strips of all enrthly possessions, 19 ; all mast die, 
239; levels uU ranks, 43; all alike in. 149; its impartiality, 192; to be al- 
ways prepared for it, 189 ; to be mindful of it at all times, 152; importance 
of keeping it in view, 53, 217 ; to be regarded as at hand, 32 ; danger of 
being unprepared for. 55 ; death of others should make us mindful of our 
own, 188; insensibility to it reproved, 163; time of death decreed by God, 
123 ; the messenger of peace to believers, 171 ; the believer's joy, 303 ; good 
man's comfort in, 328 ;* faith our only support in, 105 ; death of believers not 
to be matter of excessive sorrow, 172 ; meditation of it is profitable, 173 ; 
an ungodly life leads to an ungodly death, 55 ; sad condition of the covet- 
ous at death, 206 ; power of Christ to revive tiie dead in sin, 97 ; dead, yet 
speaking, 63. 

Debtor's, poor, comfort, 199. 

Dbforuitt of body not to be contemned, 105. 

Drlitbrancbb, in all, to give God the glory, 230. 

Dbsbrtions, God's children may suffer partial, but not final, 286. 

Desires, worldl/ men's, 60. 
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I>nPAim to be foarded mj^lnt, t\%. 

Dbtil's ehmrge ud the sinner's dischftrge, 75 ; derU's tempting time, 125. 

DBy<r ton and faith, 3 ; great benefit of evening derotion, 14#. 

DiLiOKKOK, God's blessing upon, 107. 

DisPBHSATioHt, the old and the new, 95. 

DiTiBioifS, danger of, 209; usher in destmotion, 112. 

DooTRiiiB, fklse, is treason against Qod, 23. 

DuTT, eoniplete Christian, 280; eonstoncy in the path of, 110, 804; eonstaney 

in the perfomanee of, makes them easj, 340 ; to be oarefhl of onr, 7; holy 

datier oall for holy preparation, 849. 

Earth, at the jodgment day not eonsnmed, but renewed, 220. 

Blbction, mystery of, 80 ; 'grace of Ood in election, 108 ; God's free election, 

178. 
Eloqubmcb not to be abased, 198. 
Bmbmibb, how to be hated, 118; their benefit to believers, 118; belioTers should 

forgive their enemies, 25. 
Bnvt, 70. 

Btbrnal life progressive, 30. 

Etbrn ITT to be ever in our thoughts, 50 ; alone will satisfy the gracious soul, 339. 
BxAMiMATiOM, daily, comfort of, 180. 
Example, power of a good, 165. 

Faith, true saving, 104, 258 ; the root of all graces, 150, 234r; its excellency, 
268 ; the first act of repentance, 232 ; Christ to be received into onr hearts 
by, 145; produces hope and confidence, 41, 02; the weakest acceptable to 
God, 312; weak faith encouraged, 129; though weak, yet rewarded, 238; 
strong faith and weak, 338 ; its power in the heart of man, 128 ; faith and 
devotion, 3 ; neoessary in temptation, 81 ; believers to have faiUi in God's 
providence, 287 ; must be accompanied with good works, 51 ; our only sup- 
port in death, 105. 

Faults, blindness to our own, 27. 

Flbsh and spirit, their opposition, 99. 

Foroivbmbss of ii\jaries oommaaded, 84 ; a spirit of, should be cultivated, 02, 200. 

Formalists condemned, 100 ; formal Christian discovered, 842. 

Frbbdom in God's service, 279. 

Fribmd, value of a faithful, 271; firiendship with God in Christ, 190. 

Glort to be given to God only, 11, 126, 179 ; the Christian's, 50 ; what the 
saints will behold in, 101. 

God, a Mighty God, 102 ; His Being proved by His works, 8 ; His justice and 
meroy, 73, 181 ; the knowledge of God is above hnman comprehension, 50; 
His knowledge is infinite, 135; His omnipotence, 91; His omniscience, 154; 
His immutability, 67, 352 ; immutability of His justice, 76 ; His infinite 
goodness, 39; all in all, 23, 157; His acts inscrutable to man, 130; His 
ways are unsearchable, 212 ; His working beyond man's comprehension, 12 ; 
long-soffering and slow to anger, 05 ; God's goodness and man's ingratitude, 
184; His patience, notwithstanding man's provocation, 285; His mercy ex- 
tends to all, 133 ; judgments to be left to Him, 5 ; brings good out of evil 
for His people's good, 13; God's omnipresence a motive to confidence, 282; 
consideration of it to restrain from sin, 337; the way to Gh>d a cross-way to 
the world, 54; advantage of giving ourselves to Him, 21 ; He will honour 
those who honour Him, 114: to be consulted in all our undertakings, 1; in- 
structs His people in His own bouse, 124 ; dulness in His service reproved, 
94; the only object of the Christian's delight, 15; sometimes hides His face 
. f^om His children, 302; believers to have faith in God's providence, 287; 
gratitude to Him, 10; to bless Him for all, 343; guidance of God's spirit 
to be implored, 215; to regulate our will by God's will, 242; all our 
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purpotei to.be referred to it, SIS ; labaiitfioB to it, US ; only to be fees is 
ObriittS. 

QoLDBN rule, tbe, 321. 

OooD eDdeaTours aMifted by God, 87 ; good man'i life preserred for othert* good, 87. 

Gospel, its power, 82; a sayour of life onto life, or death aoto death, 372. 

Gracc and natare, 38; grace of God can alone change our natural inclination?, 
' 225 ; men ehould be thankful for the smalleet BMaevre of grace, 271 ; humility 
of true grace, 49 ; iti power on the heart, t\ the tooree of eooeolattoa, 146; 
need of eonttnnal. guppliee of it, 36; laintf should grow in grace, 17; never 
completely lost, 98 ; often obscured in the eoal, 139; in the belierer's heart 
sometimes obscured, 250; all have not the same, 96; to be esteemed even 
in men of low eoadition, 274 ; day of, to every man, 76. 

Gracbb, faith their fountain-source, 234 ; of God's Spirit no; given in vain, 203; 
God exercises His children's graces, 321 ; lost in the soul to be found in 
Ohrist, 63 ; of the Spirit to be held fast in the midst of temporal loeses, 350. 

GRATiruna to God, 10; to God for all His mercies, 41; taught by the lower 
creatures, 309. 

Gribp, excessive, for the death of children reproved, 815. 

Habits, bad, renounced, 29. 

Happiukss on earth, no true, 267 ; no way to it but by holiness, 301 ; of him 
who huth the Lord to be bis God, 831. 

Hbart, the new, 52 ; the whole heart to be given to God, 201. 

Hbatbr, its joys not to be expressed, 205 ; its happiness inexpressible, 303 ; 
way to it straight and narrow, 135 ; through tribulation, 193 ; worth con- 
tending for, 85; the best inheritance, 39: the saint's inheritance, 286; hopes 
of it the sainfs encouragement, 57; hearts of God's children are in, 347; 
• great glory of believers in, 106 ; believers will know each other in, 33. 

HoLnrass, an excellent thing, 265. 

HopR in God, the beet holdfast, 211; paHenee of, 69; great danger of a false 
hope, 250. 

HuMANrrr in its first and fallen condition, 121. 

Humility, 42 ; a proof of greatness, 160 ; produces contentment, 77 ; appeaseth 
God's anger, 291. 

Htpocrist discovered, 113; the subtile hypocrite, 288;— a self-deoeiver, 258 ; — 
being true to none is beloved of none, 334; hypocrite and the believer con- 
trasted, 115. 

Idlbubss the inlet to all temptations, 238. 

iMMUTABiLrrr of God, 67.- 

Inconstamct of man, 127. 

Ingratitudr, God's goodness and man's ingratitude, 184 ; reproved, 149. 

Injdricb, forgiveness of, 25 ;— commanded, 84; forgetfulness of, 44. 

Jot, vanity of seeking it from earthly things, 184 ; of God's children invisible, 
120 ; in heaven over a repentant sinner, 85. 

JuDOMBKT, Jehovah a God of, 222 ; judgment and merey of God, 73 ; God's 
mercy in, 104; to be left to God, 5, 30 ; causes of judgments to be consid- 
ered, 315; consideration of, a restraint from sin, 284; profbssions often 
forgotten upon removal of, 290; sins ripen into, 112; difference of judgment 
in the minds of men, 262; bow far compliance may bo with others of a dif- 
ferent judgment, 311. 

JusTiCB and mercy of God, 181 ; mercy of God above His justice, 79; immuta- 
bility of God's justice, 76. 

JiUTiFicATioii by Christ, 129. 

Knowlbdob, of God above human comprehension, 50 ; of Christ above all hu- 
man learning, 260 ; imperfection of human knowledge, \hZ ; all but in part) 
155; a priaober to be well fuinished with, 30. 
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Law of God m g kss to look upon onr sinsi 140. 

Lbarm iMe, the use and abase of, 204 ; when joined with grace, not to be de- 
spised, 141. 

LiFB, natural and spiritual, their difference, S70; how every good Chrlstiaa is 
to order bis life, 322 ; daily amendment of, enjoined, 284; its shortness, 225 ; 
its brevity should teaoh contentment, 297 ; folly of trusting to a long life, 276 ; 
an ungodly life leads to an ungodly dea^, 55; eternal life progressire, 80. 

LiffBT in £e niidst of darkness, 212. 

Lono-surpBRnro of God, 05. 

LoYB of Christ, 189 ; love to God the only true love, 818 ; produces love to onr 
neighbour, 35 ; love to Christ should be supreme, 59 ; the highest of Chris- 
tian graces, 200 ; God's children obey from, 38 ; to Christy how to be recov- 
ered when lost, 133. 

LuKBWARMHBSS, the daqger of, 110. 

Mam's extremity, God's opportunity, 314; a profkne man a curse to the place 
be lives in, 330. 

Meditation, benefit of, 335; natural wants and weaknesses not to hinder it, 830. 

Mbkory strengthened by exercise, 47. 

Mbroy and judgment of God, 73, 181 ; Jehovah a God of judgment as well as 
of mercy, 222 ; mercy of God above His justice, 79 ; shewn only for Christ's 
sake, 343 ; mercy of God to be sought while it may be found, 334; extends 
to all, 133 ; mercies of God, a cause for thankfulness, 108. 

Mihisters accountable to God for what they have received, 229; to preach to 
the capacity of their hearers, 171; to preach, notwithstanding the discour- 
agements ef their auditory, 346 ; to practise what they preach, 319 ; find 
little success if the hearers' hearts are cold, 220 ; to be of godly lives and 
conversation, 330 ; though weak, not to be despised, 205. 

Miracles, why ceased, 22. 

Miseries of others, to be warned by the, 228. 

Mortalitt's memorandum, 110 ; mortality to be considered, 71. 

MORTIFICATIOH of SlUy 1, 72. 

Names, good, men to maintain the credit of, 299. 

Natural man, 89. 

Nb6LI«bmob in the service of God reprovedi 300. 

Order out of confusion, God brings, 103. 
Ordinamobs, to wait upon God in His, 214. 

Pardon, comfort of, 01 ; God's readiness to pardon repentant sinners, 219. 

Patienob of God, 285; of hope, 09; Christians must be patient, 247; under 
affliction, 175 ; to be exercised in waiting for God, 71. 

Peace with God, safety of being at, 295 ; people of God to be at peace with 
one another, 291 ; we must follow the things that make for, 201. 

Perpeotiom to be attained by degrees, 841. 

Perseoutiom, God's ends and man's ends in, 235. 

Pbrseybramoe, the necessity of, 158. 

Prayer, power of, 200; the great power of fe^ent, 123; the great value of, 
117; brings assurance, 83; the Christian's support in all circumstances, 
100; Holy Spirit's aid in it, 93; preparation necessary before, 75; from the 
heart, 156; to be fervent in, 144: to be made without ceasing, 17, 80*; 
watch and pray, 146 ; to be offered in the name of Christ, 152 ; we ought to 
pray for all men, 45; not the length, but the fervency of prayer, 209; effi- 
cacy of united prayer, 61 ; morning prayers commended, 182 ; benefit of 
evening devotion, 140; God alone heareth and answereth, 196; God an- 
swers the believer's, 68 ; answers to prayer, why denied, 66 ; sinftil prayers 
not heard by God, 214; no answer to, till sin be removed, 320; worldly 
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ihoogbts daring prayer eondemned, 31; neglect oi it eondemned, 100, 
fpfaitoftl and eamal, contrasted, 4. 

pRBACHiMG to be practised, 145; powerful effect of faithfal preaching, 97 1 of 
Ood'tWord to be enoooraged, 167; profitable oooiiderationa for, 283. 

pRajuDica in judgment dangeroos, 131. 

PRina, the complemeot of all sine, 21. 

Profbssioh without practice, not acceptable, 21; signifieth nothing, 175, 187; 
often forgotten upon remoral of jadgment, 290 ; inconstancj of professon 
of religion, 305. 

Prospbritt will discover a man's nature, 234 ; its danger, 40 ; men apt to for- 
get Qod in, 216; of the wicked will destroy them, 49; — a stumbUng-block 
to the godly, 90. 

Pbovidbncb of God, 60; often mysterious, 62; is all-perrading, 22; all things 
ordained by, 44 ; exercised through weak instruments, 74 ; of God in the 
presenration of his saints, 18 ; believers to hare faith in, 287. 

PROVIDBKT Christians, 340. 

Racb, the Christian, 242. 

RBADrNG, careful, tends to profit, 132. 

Kbconciuation with God, 43 ; through Christ, 178. 

Rbgbnbratb and unregenerate man, 252. 

Rblioion consists in duty both to God and man, 307; beware of bringing dis- 
credit on, 165. 

Rbpbmtancb, true, described, 17; universal, 84; need of continual, 48; repent- 
ant tears, 92 ; faith, the first act of, 232 ; God's wrath to be appeased by, 
231; not to be deferred, 20, 69, 229, 324; the danger of late, 32, 141; joy 
in heaven over a repentant sinner, 85 ; Satan's policy in keeping us off from 
it, 298. 

Rbsolution in the cause of God, 130, 280. 

Rbstitution, necessity of, 180. 

Rbsurrbction of believers, 204; beauty of saints at the, 80; union of body 
and soul in, 96. 

Rbward, God rewards the least faithful service, 176. 

RiCHBS, the vse and abuse of, 104 ; should be devoted to God's service, 51 ; how 
to become possessors of true, 255 ; their blessings with a heart to usa them 
aright, 278 ; rich men to be mindful of what they have received at God's 
band, 345 ; cannot secure contentment, 26 ; folly of heaping them up, 52 ; 
their deceitfulness, 11; ill-gotten never prosper, 194. 

RiGHTBODSNKSS, pleasures of, not discernible by the unrighteous, 294. 

Riot and excess condemned, 1 81. 

Sacrambmt of the supper, 155. 

Sacrileor justly rewarded, 202. 

Salvation, the assurance and joy of, 41; obtainable, 249; saints' assurance of, 
64; not by works, 157; only by the mercies of God in Christ, 333. 

Sanctdart, danger of slighting the, 196. 

Satan's cunning, 24; the active Christian the object of his malice, 316; his 
policy iQ tempting, 98 ; understanding darkened by him, 74. 

Scoffs of men, the believer heedeth not, 322; sin and danger of scoffing at re- 
ligion, 279. 

Scriptures, their inestimable value, 34; to be the rule of all our actions, 273 ; 

harmony of the, 65; Scripture knowledge to be practiced, 154; suited to 

* every man's condition, 124 ; discover Satan and sin in their true colours, 

298 ; its power when aptly quoted, 174 ; danger of not reading them aright, 

288. 

Sblp-Conceit in religion condemned, 232. 

Sklf-Confidencb, the danger of, 166. 

Srlf-Denial, excellency of, 296. 

Self-Exahination, mportance of, 114. 
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8rlf-Riobtbou8 oondemned, 819. 

Sklf-Sbbkirs reproved, 276. 

Skrmons to be listened to for the matter and not for the preacher, 227. 

S BRYANTS of God w^ rewarded, 161^ Urn in nambev, 188. 

BiLBNOB, oommendable, 224. 

Bin, its destraetiTe natare, 177; its dangeroan spreading nature, 826; one sin 
may destroy the tonl, 188; danger of living in My one kaoim iln, 844 1 
great danger of little sins, 122, 266; sin nnrepented of, heavy upon ibe sool 
at death, 840 ; oonsoienee hardened by eoatiiiBaaoe in it, 246 ; eoetoai, nt 
exonse for its eommission, 167; hard to be drawn from e«ttom in, 264; men 
delnded by Baiain in not eeatidering in nature, 301; exeeUeney of godly 
sorrow for it, 259 ; presvmpiooBf sins greasy provolte God, 251 ; ripen into 
Judgment* 112 ; no peaee with it, 827 ; no man able to free himself from it, 
136 ; ooBviotion oi^ from God only, 126 ; sight of one beseiliag sin makes 
way to a fall view of all, 247 ; we sfaoold endeavour to know our sins, 83 ; 
mortifioation of, IL 72; when a man may be aaid to have forsaken it, 297; 
diflSculty of dblodging it from the heart, 88 ; heart must be purged from all 
sin, 208;- consideration of God's omnipresence to be a restnunt from it, 387; 
sins of believers, 161; the saint's sorrow, 74; to be avoided even in appear- 
ance, 88 ; relapses in, dangerotu^ 48 ; to beware of them, 169 ; better to 
suffer for it in this world than the next, 246 ; difference in the hatred of, 
245; neoee^y of reproving it, 294; ^ins of the Christian and the wicked, 
their difference, 28; great sIbs have small beginnings, 164; magnitade of 
every sin, 96 ; its pleararet, followed by eternal sorrow, 94; the wicked are 
dead in it, 40; wicked try to hide them under specious pretences, 269; 
wicked die in their sins, 139 ; to beware of masked specjous sins, 267. 

BnTMBR's danger. 111; sad oondition of impenitent sinners, 222; God wills not 
bis death, 110; GtMl's readiness to pardon them, 219; the repentant sinner's 
encouragement, 244; his security, 121. 

Blandbr, evils o^ 77. 

Sorrow, when tme is silent, 188. 

Soul, its worth, 87; its inestimable value, 72; Christ's estimate of its value, 
68 ; preoloiu in the sight of God, 848 ; Christ its only rest, 122 ; safe only 
io Christy 237; action the Ufe of the soul, 243; men fiving as though they 
had none to save, 268; believers should endeavour to win, 83. 

Spbbch to be well ordered, 132. 

Spirit and flesh, their opposition, 99. 

Spirivual and worldly-minded men eontraited, 260. 

Submission to God's will, 82, 216. 

SwBARBRS not to bc trusted, 36. 

Stmpathy commended, 192. 

Tbmptations, no man free from, 273; faith necessary in, 81; believers should 
watch against, 54; Satan's policy in tempting, 98; Satan's subtilty in lay- 
ing his temptaCions, 277 ; devil's time of, 126. 

Testa hbnt. New, Christ fully revealed in, 4. 

TiUR, the uncertainty of, 142; the present alone is ours, 115; to be well hus- 
banded, 168, 269. 

ToNGUR, government of, required, 14. 

Trbachbry, its just reward, 196. 

Tribunal of God, no appeal from, 78. 

Trinity in unity, 24 ; mystery of the, 176, 349. 

Tro ublbs, believers not to grieve at present^ 241 ; God the only help in time of, 233 

Trust in God, believers should, 66. 

Truth to be strictly adhered to, 9, 26 ; beloved in the genera!, but r ot in the 
particular, 138, 

Understanding, not to be children in, 91 ; darkened by Satan, 74. 
Undertakings, God to be consulted in our, 1, 81. 
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Ungodly life laadi to m vofodly deaili, 56. 
Ukitt, ezeelleney o^ 809. 

Vahitt of honour And gr tn to e H, 269 ; of nil anrthly thlngii Sf9. 
ViCTOBT, Christina oonfidtnt oi; 188. 

Walk, the etrenmipeot, 118. 

Watch nad pmj, 146w 

Wat to Ood, n crotvwnj to tbo world, 54. 

WiAKHBM of beHevort withont Ofaritt, 399. 

WicKBD Mj poMo when there ii no penee, 218; try to hide their tiu vnder. 
ipeeiovi preteneee, 259 ; defy €k>d la eomiaitliag lin, 28; dead in tin, 40; 
die in tiieir fine, 189; at death forced to eonfeet God*! Jndfinenti, 851; 
their plots teeoil on themselre^ 827; thdr prosperity, 198;— a stumbling- 
bloek to the godly, 90 ;— will deetroy them, 49;— not to he envied, 244, 835; 
God's laetmments in the afflietioae of belieTers, 198 ; God's instraments for 
the good of His people, 829 ; their eompaay to be aroided, 888. 

Will, oar, snbjeet to God's, 82. 

Wisdom of Ohrlst beyond hnmaa eonprehension, 56 ; wisdom's ways, rough at 
the beginning, hot pleasant in the end, 829 ; men to be wise for themselyes 
as well as others, 293. 

Word of God, its power, 828; the mle of men's aetion, 79; should be atton- 
tiTely listoned to, 22; profitable hearer of, 190; true oomfort in Itpnly, 218; 
to depend upon it, 814; Ckd's revealed Word, and not His seeret decrees, 
to be our stody, 258 ; to be practised as well as preached, 101. 

Works, belieyers rtiouM abound in good, 48 ; salvation, not by, 157. 

World, things of this, vain and uncertain, 257; way to God, a cross-way to it, 
. 54; worldly men's desires, 00, 266; compared to a fisherman's net, 14. 

Worldly comforts transitory, 256 ; emptiness of them without Ohrist, 292 ; 
worldly greatness, danger of trusting to, 5 ; worldly cares to be banished in 
religious exercises, 86 ; worldly thoughts should be put aside during God's 
wonhip, 98; worldly-mindedness a graat hindrance to spiritual-mindedness, 
248; worldly and spiritual-minded man contrasted, 260; the loss of worldly 
enjoyment not to be ezeessirely mourned, 254. 

Youth, to remember our Creator 4n, 142. 

Zbal for the honour of Christ, 281 ; should be eihibited in contending for the 
faith, 143 ; in God's service meets with persecution, 25 ; of heathens con- 
demns the want of it in Christians, 318. 
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